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Nor'wester
kills five
across
country

UNB, Dhaka

At least five people were killed and
77 others injured as a nor'wester
swept the country in the early hours
of yesterday.

The storm accompanied by
thundershower also damaged crops
and thatched houses besides
uprooting hundreds of trees.

Power supply in different parts of
the country, including Fatullah
industrial belt and its adjoining
areas, were snapped by the squalls.

The deaths so far reported were
one each from Bogra and Barguna
and three from Kurigram districts.

In Narayanganj, power supply
was also snapped after Fatullah
Power Sub-station tripped following
lightning early yesterday morning.

DESA sources said "breaker
control cable" and other machinery
of the sub-station were burnt in the
lightning that struck at 5 am.

Sources said following the power
disruption, production in factories,
including over 100 garment facto-
ries, halted leaving several hundred
workers with the prospect of being
out of work for next few days.

Engineers of DESA have already
started the overhaul of the sub-
station and hoped for resuming its

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Sedition case
Bail prayer of
Bahauddin
Nasim
rejected

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court, Dhaka, yesterday rejected
the bail petition of AFM Bahauddin
Nasim, special assistant to Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina, in
connection with the sedition case.

Judge Mollah Mostafa Kamal (in
charge) passed the order following
a criminal appeal by the defence
lawyers.

In his order, the judge said there
are specific charges against Nasim.
The case against him at the primary
stage of investigation. So, the peti-
tion for bail is rejected, he said.

The defence lawyers appealed to
the Judge's Court on March 17,
seeking bail following rejection order
by the CMM's Court, Dhaka.

The court heard the appeal
yesterday and gave the order.

The CMM's Court rejected the
bail petition of Nasim on March 13.

Nasim, also joint convenor of
Awami Sechchasebak League, was
arrested from Zia International
Airport (ZIA) on February 27.

Later, he was shown arrested in
two separate cases -- one relating to
foreign currency smuggling and the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Businessman,
JCD activist
shot in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,Ctg

Two persons were shot in separate
incidents in the city's Nandankanan
area and in Haldia union under
Raozan upazila of the district yes-
terday.

Ramiz Ahmad Chowdhury, 48, a
businessman, sustained bullet
injuries when a gang of muggers
fired on him in Nandankanan area at
around 10.30am

Witnesses said a gang of four
muggers attacked Ramiz and his
ailing daughter Rasheda while they
were going to a doctor in an
autorickshaw. The gang stopped
the vehicle and snatched a gold
chain from Rasheda.

As Rasheda cried for help, one of
the muggers opened fire, leaving
Ramiz injured with bullet.

The muggers then fled the scene
in an autorickshaw. Ramiz was

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

Big currency haul at ZIA

Biman employee arrested, 5 suspended

PHOTO: STAR

Biman's Senior Operation Assistant Bahlul Huq seen with bundles of currencies
atZIA.He was arrested yesterday on charge of attempt to smuggle out forex.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ABangladesh Biman employee was
arrested yesterday with foreign
currencies equivalent to Tk 2.32
crore at the Biman Flight Catering
Centre (BFCC) of the Zia
International Airport (ZIA).

Customs intelligence on a tip-off
raided a bonded warehouse of the
BFCC at 1:10am and found 11
bundles of currencies from a drawer
of Bahlul Haqg, a senior operation
assistant of the Bangladesh Biman.
Bahlul was arrested on the spot.

Acustoms press release claimed
that secret sources informed
Customs Inspector Ashok Baruya
about the currencies to be smug-
gled out by a Biman flight
No.BGO015.

Ashok and Joint Director of
Customs Intelligence and
Investigation Khandoker
Mohammad Aminur Rahman raided
the warehouse and recovered the
currencies of nine countries includ-
ing 99,02,000 Saudi rial, US$
99,000, 41,00 UAE dirham, 15,000
euro and 8,100 pound sterling.

Customs officials said Bahlul
confessed that the foreign curren-
cies were kept in the drawer by his
colleague, Rashidul Hasan.
Rashidul has been absconding
since the raid.

Later, he was handed over to the
ZIAPolice Station.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Govt likely to decide fate of
Ghorashal plant next year

STAR REPORT

The energy ministry may decide
early next week the fate of the
rehabilitation project for the 30-
year-old Ghorashal power units
suspended since early last year.

The rehabilitation project was
halted when its Russian contractor -
-Technopromexport -- tried to force
the Power Development Board
(PDB) to accept the plant's heavy
machinery without making its con-
tract 'effective’.

Sources said the ministry has
now decided to resolve the issue
once for all. "Over 90 tonnes of
power plant equipment have been

lying idle at the Mongla port for over
a year now. Something must be
done about it immediately,” said an
official.

The contract with
Technopromexport, signed in May
2000, remained suspended due to
gross procedural violation. Later,
the suspension was withdrawn, but
the contract remained ineffective.

In February 2001, the Russian
company imported the heavy equip-
ment and asked the PDB to accept
them.

But the PDB said the contract
was still ineffective as the company
did not submit any bank guarantee
and fulfil other obligations.

In addition, the PDB could not
decide on accepting the equipment
as these did not have any builder's
guarantee.

The PDB signed the US$
17.7 million contract, bypassing the
Economic Relations Division
(ERD), for the Ghorashal power
units 1 and 2 rehabilitation project
under suppliers' credit scheme on
May 31, 2000. Following the con-
tract, an irate ERD objected to the
deal and an inter-ministerial investi-
gation was undertaken. The con-
tract was also suspended.

However, while the investigation
committee proceeded with its work

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Tk 1200cr WB loan for power sector

UNB, Dhaka

The World Bank will provide 209
million US dollars, equivalent to Tk
1200 crore, in credit for the country's
power sector development.

An official announcement said
the loan would be available in the
next fiscal year for financing the vital
sector, which needs huge invest-
ment for catering to an ever-growing

demand for electricity.

The announcement came from a
meeting between the World Bank
and the Power Division of the
Ministry of Power, Energy and
Mineral Resources held at the
Bangladesh Secretariat yesterday.

State Minister for Power Igbal
Hasan Mahmud and Chief Energy
Expert of the World Bank Mark
Heitner led their respective sides at

the talks.

State Minister for Energy and
Mineral Resources AKM Mosharraf
Hossain was present in the meeting
asinvited guest.

The meeting was informed that
$196 million out of the total 209
million dollars would be spent for
implementing development
programmes of the Rural

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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Teachers, students and employees of Motijheel Model High School and College walk in a mourning procession in the
city yesterday, demanding trial of the killers of Khandaker Shihab Ahmed, a student of the institution.

Dhaka condemns
Israeli action

in Palestine
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh has strongly con-
demned the escalation of violence
in Palestine by Israel.

Condemning the lIsraeli action,
State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Reaz Rahman said the ill-bred
intention of Israel to foil the peace
process and undermine the legiti-
mate rights of Palestinians would
not go unchallenged by the interna-
tional community.

Reaz Rahman was addressing
an extraordinary session of OIC
conference of Foreign Ministers on
terrorism held in Malaysian capital
Kuala Lumpur on Monday, accord-
ing to a message received here
yesterday.

He extended full support of
Bangladesh to the statement by the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Brickfield owner
shotdead
allegedly by BNP
men in N'ganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

A brickfield owner was shot dead
allegedly by BNP cadres at
Keudhala under Bandar upazila
yesterday.

The victim was identified as
Mozaffar Ahmed, 48, brother of
Shiddhirganj upazila Krishak
League president Abdul Ali.

Police and local people said, a
group of BNP cadres had earlier
demanded Tk one lakh to Mozaffar,
but he refused to oblige.

The same group went to his
office at around 5 pm yesterday and
sprayed bullets on him.

He was rushed to a clinic where
doctors declared him dead.

Police Superintendent of N'gan;j
and OC of Bandar thana visited the
spot.

Alam murder:

4 more arrested

from Shyampur
BSS, Dhaka

The CID police arrested four more
persons from the city's Shyampur
area Tuesday night for their alleged
involvement in the killing of industri-
alistAlam and three maids.

The arrested persons were
identified as Mohammad Firoz
Khan, Mohammad Zafar Ali,
Mohammad Salah Uddin and Kalu
Sheikh.

Of them, Firoz and Zafar Ali were
taken on a three-day remand from
the court of the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) yesterday.

Police earlier arrested another
five persons for their alleged
involvementin the killing.

Mohammad Alam along with
three women were murdered inside
the rest house of Alam Spinning
Mills Limited on January 1.

Pending cases deprive govt
of Tk 1,500 cr in income tax

RAFIQ HASAN

The government has failed to collect
around Tk 1,500 crore in income tax
as a total of 7,736 cases have been
pending with different courts and
tribunals for years.

The National Board of Revenue
(NBR) yesterday formed a three-
member high-powered committee
to review the pending cases and
take initiatives to resolve the dis-
putes for quick cash recovery.

The cases remain pending
because of stay-orders by courts in
favour of the petitioners. The com-
panies and individuals often file
writs with the High Court against the
verdicts of income tax tribunals or
tax commissioners.

Sources said the new move was
taken to expedite collection after
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman
had recently asked the NBR to
increase income tax collection

DSE asked to
appoint
systems
auditor

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) has advised the
newly appointed chairman of the
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) to
appoint a systems auditor to assess
the performance of its controversial
surveillance software.

In a separate note, the surveil-
lance department of the SEC asked
the bourse not to depend on the
faulty software, which gives mis-
leading information. "You are
advised to immediately install a
genuine, dependable software for
surveillance purposes," according
tothe SEC letter to the DSE.

DSE sources said the proposals
are likely to be placed before the
newly formed Council of the DSE for
adecision. The council may opt fora

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Malaysia detains
six lakh

Bangladeshis
UNB, Dhaka

About six lakh Bangladeshi workers
languishing in the Malaysian deten-
tion camps as illegal immigrants,
could not avail, themselves of the
general amnesty to return home due
to lack of government initiatives.
The Malaysian government
declared general amnesty to illegal
immigrants last week asking them to
go back to their own countries on
some conditions.
Highlighting the issue, SHISUK,
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Assault on Iranian couple

Police look for culprits

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Chittagong

Police have scaled up the manhunt
for other culprits who went into
hiding after assaulting an Iranian
couple in Cox's Bazar Sunday night.

Honeymooning tourists Abbas
Ibrahim Jamshed and his wife
Mariam Shahbaji came under
attacks allegedly by some activists
of the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD)inthe resorttown, police said.

Meantime, five JCD leaders and
activists arrested for the assault on
the Iranian couple were sent to jail
custody after police produced them
before the court here, police said.

Cox's Bazar Police Station said
the accused might be placed on
remand for interrogation.

The Iranian couple had left for
Dhaka after their statements were
recorded atthe court.

Vice-President of Cox's Bazar
unit of JCD Amir Ali was arrested
Sunday night following his attempt

to snatch his younger brother
Shawkat and his accomplices from
Cox's Bazar Police Station.
Shawkat and his accomplices were
arrested for assaulting and mugging
the Iranian tourists in front of a petrol
pump in the town.

Also arrested were eight other
JCD activists for attacking the police
station.

The attack that imploded into a
pitched battle between the activists
and police left scores, including
some police personnel, injured.

Police initiated two cases under
the PSA -- one for the assault and
the other for the attacks on the
police station.

Security was tightened in the
town in the wake of heightened
tension.

On Sunday evening, backed up
by his accomplices, Shawkat beat
Jamshed up in a bid to mug him

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

target by Tk 1,000 crore this fiscal
from the original Tk 4,100 crore. The
figure was however scaled up by
another Tk 100 crore after the
coalition government took power in
October last.

The committee held its first
meeting yesterday and decided that
the cases pending with tax commis-
sioners and tribunals, involving over
Tk 10 lakh would be disposed of
immediately.

The committee also urged the
attorney general to expedite the
cases pending with the High Court
and the Supreme Court.

It would be very difficult to
recover the money without coopera-
tion from the attorney general's
office, one source said.

A high official of the NBR
observed that the government was
deprived of huge revenue every
year because of income tax exemp-
tion to a number of organisations

through Statutory Regulatory
Orders (SROs).

These organisations got
exempted although they are
involved in trades and income
generating activities in the name of
social work, he said.

A total of 566 cases, involving
around Tk 356.52 crore, have been
pending with the High Court and the
Supreme Court.

On the other hand, Tk 646.60
crore in income tax could not be
collected because of 2,438 cases
pending before the income tax
tribunals.

Moreover, 4,732 cases, involving
around Tk 500 crore, have been
pending with the income tax com-
missioners and joint commission-
ers.

The NBR also started a survey to
bring high rise buildings in the
metropolitan cities under the
income tax net.

SHEHAB AHMED

Methane in city's air

already fouled air.

cautioned.

The newly installed continuous air monitoring (CAM) equipment at
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban has detected methane in the capital's

There are carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulfur oxide, nitrogen
oxide and other suspended particulate in the air of Dhaka, making it
one of the most polluted cities in the world.

The presence of methane in the air has surprised analysts of the
Department of Environment (DoE). However, they are yet to clearly
say how dangerous it is to the people, since there is no emission
standard for the gas. Nor could they say from which source methane is
emanating, sources in the DoE said.

The DoE experts suspect that it might be leaking from the city's
domestic gas connections. Such leaks result in accidental fires, they

Last month, the Department of Environment installed the monitor
at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar on the eastern fringe of the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban to detect the level of pollution and pollutants.

The computerised machine constantly monitors the air to analyse
the level of pollution and pollutants, the DoE sources said.

The monitor was installed as part of the World Bank-aided Air
Quality Monitoring Project to help clean the city's air.

Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar will formally open the monitor at a

ceremony on Thursday, the sources said.
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