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Odumbe quits
captaincy

AFP, Nairobi

All-rounder Maurice Odumbe has
stepped aside as Kenya's cricket
team captain after six years, the
Kenya Cricket Association (KCA)
selectors' chairman Asif Padamshi
said on Tuesday.

Padamshi said batsman Steve
Tikolo had been promoted to
replace the 33-year-old Odumbe
and will lead the Kenya team to the
Emerging Nations tournament in
Namibia next week.

Odumbe, who is also in the
travelling party, said he wanted to
spend more time with his wife, who
is expecting their first child in May.

He said the pressure of the
captaincy had led to his poor form
for Kenya and he wanted to concen-
trate more on the game.

Odumbe led Kenya to its first
World Cup appearance in 1996 and
was named man-of-the-match,
when his side defeated former
champions, West Indies, by 73 runs.

Odumbe, whose outspoken
comments brought him into conflict
with local cricket officials, was
replaced as captain in 1997, but he
returned to lead the side again two
years later.

Ben's
girlfriend
recuperating

AFP, Perth

The condition of the girlfriend of
England cricketer Ben Hollioake,
killed in a car crash here 11 days
ago, has improved slightly, a hospital
spokesman said Tuesday.

Janaya Scholten, a passenger in
the same vehicle, had been in a
critical condition with severe head
and chest injuries since the crash,
but her condition has been upgraded
to serious but stable, the Royal Perth
Hospital spokesman said.

She remains inintensive care.

Scholten turned 23 the day after
the March 23 crash that claimed the
life of her 24-year-old boyfriend, an
Australian-born England Test and
one-day international cricketer.

His Porsche slammed into a brick
wall as he came off a Perth freeway
exit shortly after midnight.

He was returning home after
attending a social function with his
family.

Sermek just
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Goloshchapov of Ukraine beat
Saifuddin Lavlu, IM Leif Erlend
Johannessen of Norway beat Syed
Ruhul Kabir, IM Abdullah Al Rakib
won against FM Abu Sufian Shakil,
IM Neeraj-Kumar Mishra of India
subdued FM Rezaul Haque, FM
Taibur Rahman Sumon won the
battle against Khandaker Aminul
Islam, and Sawkat Hossain Pollab
beat Mehdi Hasan Porag.

Tough time at home

0 Tennis

AFP, undated

The 2000 US Open champion
Marat Safin and 2000 Olympic
champion Yevgeny Kafelnikov
spearhead Russia's Davis Cup
quarterfinal team to take on
Sweden here from Friday.

Skipper Shamil Tarpishchev
said that Mikhail Youzhny and
Andrei Cherkasov will complete the
line-up in the clay-court clash with
the visitors Sweden at Moscow's
Luzhniki 13,000-seater Sports
palace.

With Safin, currently fourth in
the ATP race, and Kafelnikov, in
23rd position, the hosts will have
the additional benefit of home
crowd support.

The Russians have not lost at
home since the 1995 Davis Cup
final when Pete Sampras led the
United States to a 3-2 victory.

But the omens are not promising
as Russia has lost to Sweden in all
four of their previous Davis Cup
meetings including the 1994 World
Group final here and last year's
quarterfinal in Malmo.

Sweden, famous for their team
spirit, are capable of once again
making it through into the semifi-

nals ifthey play at their peak.

Current ATP race leader
Thomas Johansson, who beat
Safin in this year's Australian Open
final, will head Sweden's
quarterfinal team.

The Vvisitors' captain Carl-Axel
Hageskog also included Thomas
Enqvist, Jonas Bjorkman and
Andreas Vinciguerra in his squad.

The winner of the Moscow
quarterfinal will face either
Argentina or Croatia for a place in
the final.

INDIAVS NEW ZEALAND
Away in Wellington, India's Davis
Cup tennis team vowed Monday to
brave the latest cold snap to numb
the New Zealand city.

Wrapped up well against the
cold, India will play New Zealand
Friday.

Captain Ramesh Krishnan said
his team had been prepared for a
chilly greeting and played down talk
that Wellington's weather would be
to New Zealand's advantage.

"We came prepared and have
plenty of tracksuits and the like to
trainin.

"We know the weather in
Wellington can change very quickly
but we don't expect any problems
onthatfront," said Krishnan.

"We feel welcome here and the
people have been so nice, warm
and friendly. We feel like we are at

home, even thoughit's cold."

Krishnan's players have come
from either India or the United
States where temperatures are
considerably warmer.

New Zealand captain Glenn
Wilson said his team would train
indoors Tuesday and also
downplayed talk of the cold
weather being an advantage,
although Wellington was deliber-
ately picked as the venue because
of its variable weather.

"The tie is obviously outdoors so
it's not ideal preparation for either
of us, but we can't help the
weather," Wilson said.

"We don't want it to be too windy
because the tennis just gets too
ugly. We want the matches to be
good for the spectators and our live
television audience, so we hope
the conditions improve."

JAPAN VS THAILAND

On the other hand, stifling weather
conditions and a partisan crowd will
boost Thailand's chances of
defeating Japan in an historic Davis
Cup encounter that begins later this
week, officials said Monday.

For the first time in Thailand's
44-year Davis Cup history, the
kingdom has secured a berth in the
second round of the tournament,
following its win against Uzbekistan
in February's first round.

Bagan, Brothers
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The suspended match will be held
today.
SCOREBOARDS
Scoreboards of the two Grameen-
Phone Premier League matches
held at different city venues on
Tuesday.
Kalabagan KC vs
Dhanmondi Club

Venue: DCS

DHANMONDI

Anisul retd. not out 18
Hasibul st. Lablur b Fahim 14
Riad lbw b Talha 1
Tarig b Talha 115
Adil c & b Nahidul 5
Nasim cAnisur b Fahim 7
Tushar Ibw b Fahim 0
Sabuj c Lablur b Nahidul 7
Ashraful not out 2
Debabroto not out 8
Extras: (Ib-8, w-9) 17

Total: (For 7 wktsin47 overs) 194
Fall of wickets: 1-33, 2-66, 3-93,
4-123,5-123,6-182,7-186

Bowler O M R W
Talha 6 1 45 2
Mushfiq 8 0 27 0
Fahim 9 1 33 3
Imran 9 0 45 O
Nahidul 3 0 32 2
Anisur 3 0 4 0
KALABAGAN

Rafiqul run out 27

Nahidul c Tusharb Debabroto 14

Nasirul cAdil b Moni 23
Ziaur ¢ Moni b Sabuj 64
Anisur not out 56
Rajin c Debabroto b Sabuj 0
Fahim not out 4
Extras: (Ib-2, nb-2, w-4) 8

Total: (For 5 wktsin 37.1 overs) 196
Fall of wickets: 1-31, 2-50, 3-84,
4-183,5-183

Bowler O M R W
Debabroto 4 0 24 1
Ashraful 6 0 31 O
Tushar 9 0 52 0
Moni 5 0 26 1
Tariq 7 0 25 O
Sabuj 6.1 1 36 2

Result: Kalabagan won by 5
wickets.

Brother Union vs Uttara SC

Venue: BNS

BROTHERS
Sajjad cAshfag b Rabbani 6
Harun c MoniAshfaq 2
AtharbAshfaq 2
Mahabub c Narayanb Nilant 31
Mustadir st. Rana b Sumon 43

Towhid c Narayan b Nilant 0
Aslam c &b Nilant 12
Joy run out 0
Samsul cranab Faisal 8
Morshed ¢ Sumon b Faisal 14
Imran not out 2

Extras: (b-9, Ib-13, nb-11, w-37) 70
Total: (Alloutin 47 overs) 190
Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-27, 3-29, 4-
111, 5-112, 6-136, 7-136, 8-156, 9-

prevalil

185

Bowler O M R W
Rabbani 7 1 28 1
Ashfaq 6 0 20 2
Sumon 5 0 28 1
Mahfuz 2 0 13 0
Nilant 10 0 28 3
Moin 10 3 22 0
Faisal 7 2 29 2
UTTARA

Mahfuz ¢ Imran b Athar 24
Niaz Ibw b Morshed 4
Shahriar b Mustadir 46
Sumon run out 13
NilantcAtharb Imran 1
Faisal bAslam 0
Rashed Ibw b Morshed 10
Narayan cAtharb Imran 9
Rabbani not out 41
Moin Ibw b Athar 3

Extras: (b-1,1b-3, nb-5,w-11) 20
Total: (Alloutin 46 overs) 177
Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-44, 3-73, 4-
76,5-77,6-112,7-119, 8-130

Bowler O M R W
Morshed 8 0 31 2
Samsul 4 0 26 O
Mustadir 10 1 36 1
Athar 6 1 24 2
Imran 9 2 22 2
Aslam 9 0 34 2

Result: Brothers Union won by
13 runs.

Cowie comes
under fire

AFP, Auckland

New Zealand umpire Doug Cowie
came in for sharp criticism Tuesday
following an action-packed fourth
day in the final New Zealand-
England Test here.

The experienced Cowie's 'as-
tonishing' decision to give
England's Andy Flintoff out to a
catch behind caused an uproar in
the pro-English crowd.

Cowie gave Flintoff out even
though television replays showed
that there was a considerable gulf
between the ball and the bat.

Bowler Andre Adams didn't
appeal and the English supporters
in the crowd howled in disbelief at
the subsequent replays on the giant
screen at the ground.

Flintoff, who had cracked 29 off
29 balls with five fours and a six,
had threatened to seize the initia-
tive and stalked away from the
crease angrily swinging his bat.

England batsman Graham
Thorpe, who was at the other end
when Flintoff was given out, was
diplomatic when asked his view.

"l think we all saw it, didn't we?"
Thorpe said.

Asked if he heard a noise that
could have fooled Cowie, Thorpe
replied: "no."

Cowie also gave Chris Harris not
out to Flintoff later when he was on
five and replays showed he gloved
the ball to wicketkeeper James
Foster, before going on to score 43.

Sussex
cricketer
dies in Windies

REUTERS, London

Sussex all-rounder Umer Rashid
has drowned during a pre-season
tour of the West Indies.

Rashid, a 26-year-old former
England under-19 international,
had been playing for his club in
Grenada over the weekend, the
county club said on Tuesday.

Sussex said in a statement on
their website that Rashid's brother,
Burhan, had also died in the inci-
dent.

"The club is in a state of shock
after hearing of the tragic deaths of
Umer Rashid and his brother
Burhan," the statement said.

"The two were involved in a
drowning accident while on a day off
in Grenada during a pre-season
tour with Northamptonshire and
Yorkshire.

"We have no more details of the
accident at this time.

"Umer was a great favourite with
both staff and supporters alike and
had been with Sussex since 1999.

"He will be sadly missed as a
friend and a colleague and his
talent, as a cricketer, was recently
summed up by (Sussex captain)
Chris Adams, (who said), 'Umer is
probably the most naturally gifted
player on the staff who is capable of
playing explosive innings and
bowling match-winning spells with

his left-arm spin’'.
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Renegades cricketers of Bangladesh receiving the trophy of the 18th RBSC International Sixes Cup at the Polo
Ground in Bangkok on recently. Renegades beat Indian Airlines team which included two India Test players Nikhil
Chopraand Ganesh Doda, in an exciting final. Renegades were led by Ashish Malik.

Kiwis turn up heat
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following up on his explosive open-
ing over on Monday evening when
he removed Marcus Trescothick
and Mark Butcher both for ducks.

He snared the wickets Tuesday
of Mark Ramprakash (9), Graham
Thorpe (42), Ashley Giles (0) and
Andy Caddick (20).

The Kiwis sent out wicketkeeper
Adam Parore, in his 78th and final
Test, to open the second innings
with Mark Richardson after Lou
Vincent bruised a lung when he was
hit in the chest while batting in the
firstinnings.

Parore shared in an opening
stand of 53 to get the Kiwis safely
away and was given a standing
ovation by home supporters upon
his dismissal for 36.

Stephen Fleming was out for one
when a Hoggard delivery flopped off
his thigh pad and trickled onto his
stumps.

Richardson stayed around for
169 minutes for his 25 before he
was out to a catch by substitute
Usman Afzaal off Butcher.

Harris put on 75 runs for the
fourth wicket with Astle before he
was out Ibw to Butcher for 43.
Adams and Daniel Vettori went
cheaply.

Vincent, batting with Fleming as
a runner, chipped in with 10 before
he was caughtin the deep.

The major talking point of the
morning was an astonishing deci-
sion by local umpire Doug Cowie to
give England's Flintoff out to a catch
behind.

England, resuming at 12 for
three, lost Michael Vaughan and
Ramprakash in the first hour
Tuesday.

Adams, bowling first change, got

Vaughan to feather an edge to
Parore to be out for 27.

Soon after Ramprakash played a
rash shot to give Parore his second
catch off Tuffey for nine.

The Test has been badly affected
by the weather. Only 54 overs were
possible on Saturday's opening day
before play was abandoned for bad
light.

The entire second day was
washed out and only 28 overs were
possible on the rain-affected third
day, yet despite all that a result is still
possible.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard after the fourth day of
the third and final cricket Test at
Eden Park here Tuesday:

NEW ZEALAND: First innings:
202 (Harris 71, Parore 45; Caddick

4-70)

ENGLAND: First innings (12 for
3 overnight)
Trescothick Ibw b Tuffey 0

Vaughan c Parore bAdams 27
ButchercRichardsonb Tuffey 0

Hussain c Fleming b Drum 2
Thorpe b Tuffey 42
Ramprakash c Parore b Tuffey 9
Flintoff c Parore b Adams 29
Foster not out 16
Giles Ibw b Tuffey 0
Caddick b Tuffey 20
Hoggard c Fleming bAdams 0
Extras: (b-1,1b-11, nb-3) 15

Total: (Alloutin45.4 overs) 160
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-0, 3-11, 4-
60, 5-75,6-118,7-122, 8-124,9-159

Bowler O M R W
Tuffey 19 6 54 6
Drum 10 3 45 1
Adams 154 2 44 3
McMillan 1 0 5 0

NEW ZEALAND: Second innings
Richardson cAfzaal (sub) b Butcher 25

Parore c Thorpe b Hoggard 36

Fleming b Hoggard 1
Harris Ibw b Butcher 43
Astle c Butcher b Flintoff 65
McMillan not out 50
Adams b Flintoff 11
Vettori c Foster b Flintoff 0
Vincent ¢ Giles b Hoggard 10
Tuffey b Hoggard 5

Extras: (b-3,b-9, w-1,nb-10) 23

Total: (For 9 wkts in 63.1 overs)269
Fall of wickets: 1-53, 2-55, 3-91,

4-166, 5-217, 6-232, 7-235, 8-262,

9-269

Bowler O M R W
Caddick 11 3 41 0
Hoggard 19.1 3 68 4
Flintoff 23 1108 3
Butcher 9 2 34 2
Giles 1 0 6 0

Umpires: Srinivas Venkatara-
ghavan (India) and Doug Cowie
(New Zealand).

Howard hints
at Zim ban

AFP, Sydney

Australian Prime Minister John
Howard raised the prospect
Tuesday of Zimbabwe being banned
from the Commonwealth Games in
Manchester, England, in July.

A troika of Commonwealth lead-
ers, chaired by Howard, last month
suspended Zimbabwe from the
Commonwealth for 12 months
following the re-election of President
Robert Mugabe, who was accused
of widespread intimidation and
abuses during the election cam-
paign.
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