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Pepsi media cricket
UNB, Dhaka

BTV, Arthaniti, Jugantar and
Sangram won their respective
matches in the Pepsi Media Cricket
at the Maulana Bhasani National
Hockey Stadium yesterday.

Bangladesh Television (BTV)
beat Dainik Inquilab by 29 runs.

Dainik Arthaniti beat Dainik
Dinkal by three wickets.

Dainik Jugantar earned a four-
wicket victory over Dainik
Matribhumi.

Dainik Sangram beat the New
Nation by one wicket.

Saturday's matches: BTV vs
Dainik Jugantar (9:30 am), UNB vs
Ajker Kagoj (9:30 am), Dainik
Arthaniti vs ABAS (10:30 am),
Dainik Janakantha vs Dainik Dinkal
(10:30 am) and ATN Bangla vs
Dainik Sangram (11:30).

Cairns to come

FROM PAGE 13
one-day international, for his 20th
Test after a two-and-a-half year
absence.

Harris was struck down with a
stomach complaint on Wednesday
but there were no fears he would
miss the match.

Meanwhile, it was a sombre day
Thursday for the England camp as
they held a private memorial ser-

For Waugh it's a blow

ﬁ Cricket

REUTERS, London

It seems inconceivable that Steve
Waugh will not lead Australia into the
Ashes series against England later
this year.

But then, who would have fore-
seen his current problems, just six
months ago?

It was only in August that Waugh
was being hailed as an all-
Australian, gum-chewing, shoot-
from-the-hip hero as he marched out
at The Oval, teeth gritted and his
barely recovered torn calf heavily
strapped.

The injury had caused him to
miss the fourth Test which Australia,
so dominant in the first three games,
contrived to lose. In the fifth, normal
service was resumed. Batting
virtually on one leg, Waugh scored
157 notout to deliver the last rites.

All hail 'Tugga', the man who
earlierin 2001 had taken Australia to
a world record 16 Test wins in a row.
The Herald-Sun newspaper, in its

Since then, however, Waugh has
lost the one-day captaincy,
squeezed out of the team along with
brother Mark, and seen his Test
performances plummet.

His deteriorating relationship
with the Australian media made sure
that the slump did not go unnoticed,

STEVE WAUGH
despite his team winning the first
Test series against South Africa,
ranked second in the world, 3-0 and
the second 2-1.

50, and 19in the return.

In the drawn series against New
Zealand earlier, he averaged 19.5.
Only number 11 Glenn McGrath, a
notorious batting 'rabbit', fared
worse.

For Waugh and his legions of
world-wide fans, the sudden change
in fortune has come as a surprise.

Waugh has admitted as much. "l
was disappointed and probably a
little bit shocked," he said after being
axed from the one-day team.

Australia's decision this week to
cancel the tour of Zimbabwe, how-
ever, will not make things any easier.

Waugh could have counted on a
stack of runs against the
Zimbabweans -- they have lost their
last five Tests in a row in white-
washes against Sri Lanka and India
-- to restore some much-needed
personal credibility.

Instead he will face the tougher
challenge of having to perform for
New South Wales in Australian state
cricket, with his rivals and his critics
baying for blood.

If player transfers were allowed in

Japan Cup golf
Young, Lee
clinch titles

SPORTS REPORTER

Young Oh Yu and S N Lee won the
respective men's and women's
crowns of the Japan Cup golf tour-
nament at the Kurmitola Golf Club
on Friday.

The two-day prestigious meet,
jointly sponsored by Embassy of
Japan, Japanese Association and
Japanese Chamber of Commerce &
Industries in Dhaka, attracted a 284-
strong field including 18 ladies and
13 juniors.

Jiro Kobayashi, Ambassador of
Japan in Bangladesh, distributed
prizes among the winners as chief
guest.

Earlier on Thursday, Chief of
Army Staff and president of
Kurmitola Golf Club Lt Gen M
Harun-Ar-Rashid inaugurated the
meet.

OTHERRESULTS

Senior winner: Brig Gen Jahangir
Hossain; Junior winner: Salman
Reza; Best Gross: Faisal Khan;
Ladies Best Gross: Jung Sook

Safin sent packing

IO Tennis

AFP, Key Biscayne

Australian Lleyton Hewitt was
pushed to the limit but emerged with
a 2-6, 6-2, 7-6 victory over Russian
Marat Safin Thursday to reach the
semifinals of the 6.345 million-dollar
Tennis Masters Series tournament
here.

Hewitt and Safin, the last two US
Open champions, battled for two
hours and 44 minutes on Central
Court -- more than three times what
American eighth seed Serena
Williams needed to upset her elder
sister, Venus, the second seed and
defending champion in the women's
semifinals.

Fans frustrated by the ease of
Serena Williams' 6-2, 6-2 victory
were treated to a high level duel
between Hewitt and Safin, the rallies
punctuated by breathtaking shots
from each.

Hewitt, 21, has bounced back
from a bout with chicken pox that
hindered him at the start of the year
and won two titles in the United

States -- at San Jose and Indian
Wells.

Indian Wells marked his first
triumph in a Tennis Masters Series
event, but he is in the Key Biscayne
semis for the third straight year.

He next faces Swiss 12th seed
Roger Federer, who cruised past
Romanian Andre Pavel 6-1, 6-1.

The other semi-final pits ninth
seed Andre Agassi, the four-time
and defending champion, against
Chile's Marcelo Rios, whose victory
over Agassi in the final here in 1998
briefly catapulted him to te world No.
1 ranking.

On the women's side, Serena
Williams said her victory over her
elder sister -- only her second in
seven meetings -- marked a
psycholgical breakthrough.

It was their first meeting since
Venus Williams beat her sister in the
final of the US Open last year. The
victory paved the way for Serena
Williams to add a second title of
2002 after her triumph in Scottsdale,
Arizona, earlier this month.

In the final she'll face top seed
Jennifer Capriati, who downed fifth-
seeded Monica Seles 4-6, 6-3, 7-6.

Faridpur cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ecme Laboratories became champi-
ons in the Mohan Mia Six-A-Side
cricket tournament beating Faridpur
Arial Kha Club by one wicket at the
local stadium on Wednesday.

Batting first, Arial Kha were all out
for54 runsin5overs.

In reply, Ecme scored 55 runs for
four wickets.

WHiZZ KID-167
winner

Sharjana Reza
(Scholastica)
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