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Barely they float

Tales of displaced Rahimons & Dewans

Jurnas Riron

“Duida taka dena bap” (please
give me a couple of bucks) chants
sixty-year-old Rahimon Bewa, a
distressed woman with a melan-
cholic look, as she goes round
begging in front of the secretariat

building where the top brass of

government formulate policies to
eradicate poverty from the coun-
try.

Dewan lLaskar, 50, a [reedom
fighter living in the city for the last
ten years, pulls a rickshaw rto feed
hungry mouths.

Suravi, 26, a sex worker, roams
under the tleeting shadow of so-
dium lights around the Sangsad
Bhaban area every evening look-
ing for customers to prostitute
hersell in order to avoid being
going hungry.

The so-called thriving me-
tropolis of Dhaka has thus turned
into a city of rootless, floating
masses deprived of all basic
amenities of life, and the number
IS increasing every day at an
alarming rate.

According to statistics of the
Centre for Urban Studies (CUS),
nearly 50 per cent of the city's
population are slum-dwellers and
a significant number of them,
having no permanent dwelling
place, live on footpaths, in public
parks, railway stations, bus termi-
nals and other open spaces in sub-
human conditions.

They cannot even afford two
square meals a day, let alone other
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Flat for Sale

3 beds, 3 baths, drawing, dining, family-
room, servant's bath, 24 hr. security, gen-
erator, 1640 sq.ft, ground floor. Phone:
503006, Azizullah, House-5, Road-3, Dhan-
mondi R/A, Dhaka. C-634
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Gulshan, Banani. Baricdhara

By service charge Taka. 1000/-
(after finalized) you(Forelgners/ Local)
may hire a House/office. Total list of

basic human needs such as edu-
cation, housing, healthcare and
sanitation,

Rahima Khatoon, 25, who hails
from Patuakhali and came to the
city two vears ago, now lives on
the footpath at the city's Karwan
Bazar area.

“I am divorced and my hus-
band married another woman a
yvear ago. Now | am passing very
painful, uncertain days here and
feel very insecure all the time.
People around me alwayvs oy (o
cheat me. Sometimes 1 think
about committing suicide but only
the thought of my innocent chil-
dren becoming motherless stops
me from doing so. It's really a
paintul life, reallv painful.”

These children sueh as Ra-
hima's, born and raised in such
destitute families, are truly face-
less. These hapless children suf-
fering from malnutrition, diseases,
literacy and a state of constant
insecurity are  regularlv  abused
and exploited by corrupt elements

ol the society and will detinitely
put a burden on the future society.

Lheir unthinking parents pro-
create as many children as possi-
ble, considering them as collateral
for the luture and means to sup-
port their livelihood. Like Sufia
Khatoon and her husband Moti
Mia who term their five children
as ‘'money machine’, more chil-
dren mean more earnings for the
poor.

Ditterent push and pull factors
are at play as regards migration of
these distressed people to the
capital from the deprived rural
areds ol the country, consequently
resulting into overcrowding of
Dhaka City.

From the beginning of the post
independence period, the exodus
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from villages to country's major
cities  especlally to Dhaka, was
accentuated due to the deterio
rating law and order situation in
rural areas.

And the availability of statutory
rationing whereby the government
ensured distribution of staple food
al a minimum price was consid-
ered as the major pull factor in
Dhaka-ward migration.

Also, some other factors such
as improved road communication,
static rural economy, increased
rural  unemployment, unequal
distribution of land etc., are re-
sponsibie for it. Natural disaster,
especially river erosion, also plavs
a very important role as a push
lactor for mass migration ol root-
less people to the city.

Besides, Dhaka being the heart

of all manufacturing, administra
tive, educational and commercial
activities of the country creates a
huge labour market in the city's
informal sector, which highly de-
mands the floating population,

According to a UN study,
Dhaka’s population of 1.3 million
in 1975 increased to 8.5 million in
1995, and given the steady rate of
increase it will reach to 20 million
by 2015 with a very large number
of rootless and floating population
among them.

S0me  experts suggest inte-
grated initiatives to be taken to
arrest the increasing migration of
rootless people to the Dhaka City.
Prof. Nazrul Islam of Department
ol Geography and Environment of
Dhaka University suggested that
the government and NGO should
take ‘integrated plan of actions'
with short and long term options
In order to curb migration from
rural areas

“We should ensure the basic
human needs for the already dis-

placed rootless people in  the
Dhaka city and at the same time
create job opportunities in rural
areas through strengthening the

rural economy to stop further

" migration,” he noted.
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Children take part in a drawing competition at the National Press Club in
Muktijoddha Kalyan Trust organised the competition to mark the Independe
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Govt seeks donors’ support
for mega-power project

UNB, Dhaka

The government has worked out a
mega plan for next five years,
needed to meet the growing de-
mand of electricity in the country,
whose implementation will cost
USS 3 billion or Tk 18,000 crore.

Placing the need before the just
concluded Bangladesh Develop-
ment Forum (BDF) meeting in
Paris, the government sought co-
operation from the country's de-
velopment partners for imple-
menting the plan.

The estimate shows the gov-
ernment is optimistic to invest $1
billion from its own resources
while expects $1.4 billion from
donors and $ 6 million in private
investment,

But the people concerned have
doubts about arranging $1 billion
by the government, a fact that will
also discourage the independent
power producers (IPPs).

On the other hand, they said
the donors are unlikely to come
forward to assist the power sector
il the government does not go
beyond mere lip services to deliver
something concrete regarding the
reform programmes.

Sources at the Power Ministry
said the domestic demand of
power in the vear 2007 would
stand at 6,500 megawatt (MW). To
meet the demand, production
target, including technical reserve
margin, has been fixed at 7,800
MW,

To achieve the target by the

sion and distribution systems as
well as to make the system de-
pendable have come to a stand-
still.

State Minister for Power Igbal
Flasan Mahmud would not call it a
cessation. He said the new gov-
ernment is correcting the meas-
ures, as there were “massive ir-
regularities” in the sector during
the previous Awami League gov-
ernment.

At present, work of 700 MW
production is in the pipeline and
the work is expected 1o end by
2004. To meet the remaining de-
mand for the year 2007, work will
have 10 be started by 2004, experts
said.

With the existing plants nearly
40 years old, the present electricity
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About 20,000 girls are being traf-
ficked to foreign countries each
vear, according to the Bangladesh
Coalition for Child Rights (BCCR).

Announcing a resolution on
the occasion of Child Rights Week
that began on Thursday, BCCR
chairperson Sharif A Quazi and
Secrelary Monira Jasmine called
lor implementing the child rights
resolution adopted by the United
Nation and incorporating it in the
curriculum of all educational in-
stitutions,

They also urged the govern-
ment (o take ellective steps 1o
ensure the rights of children.

The Daily Star

20,000 girls trafficked to
foreign countries a year

T'he BCCR further claimed (ha
15 lakh children still do not £0 10
school, 10 lakh work as domesiic
help, and nearly 5 lakh children
work in highly risky environmens

The BCCR officials also men.
tioned that almost one lakh people
are being smuggled (o foreign
lands each year and 21 per cont of
them are girls. ;

They also stressed the need for
taking stern actions against those
responsible for child abuse (g
contain trafficking of children,

They organisation demanded
that the birth registration be made
compulsory and urged the goy.
ernment 1o tuke steps to stop child
labour and child marriage.
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State Minister for Education ANM Ehsanul Haque Milon speaking at a2 4
workshop on ‘Excellence in Teaching: Myths and Realities’ at the North
South University (NSU) on Thursday. The Professional Development
Programme of NSU organised the workshop.
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