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AFP, Paris

Liverpool beat AS Roma 2-0 at
Anfield on Tuesday night to qualify
for the Champions League quarter-
finals in a fitting display for manager
Gerard Houllier back on the bench
since heart problems.

The Reds beat Romain the 1984
Cup final in Rome for their last
European triumph and yet again it
was disaster for the ltalian capital
side as they slumped from top spot
to third in Group B and exited from
the competition.

Barcelona, 1-0 winners at
Galatasary, were the other team to
go through on the night to the April
quarter-finals as group winners to
give Carles Rexach's men hopes of
their first title since 1992.

The qualifiers from second
phase Group A had already been
decided with Bayern Munich and
Manchester United through though
United, 3-0 winners at Boavista,
earned top spot meaning they play
their quarter-final second leg at
home.

The Germans, 2-1 winners at
home to French club Nantes, had to
be content with second spot.

LIVERPOOL 2; ROMA 0

Premiership title-chasers Liverpool,
who knocked out Roma in the
quarter-finals of the UEFA Cup last
season, stormed into a sixth-minute
lead when Finnish striker Jari
Litmanen, deputising for the injured
Michael Owen, slotted home a
penalty after Danny Murphy was
brought down.

Emile Heskey's superb second-
half header from Murphy's free-kick
sealed Liverpool's victory.

Houllier, still recovering from
open heart surgery he underwent in
October, received a standing ova-
tion before the match and took his
place in the dug-out next to his
assistant Phil Thompson who was
stillin charge of team affairs.

For the first goal, Roma failed to
clear John Arne Riise's outswinging
corner and the ball fell to Murphy
inside the penalty box but before he
could shoot he was clobbered by
Assuncao.

Without hesitation, referee Rune
Pedersen pointed to the spot and
Litmanen stroked the penalty into
the bottom right-hand corner.

Liverpool ended the first-half with
a flourish and would have netted for
a second time had Heskey directed
his bullet header from Jamie
Carragher's teasing cross towards
Antonioli's goal rather than past the
upright.

Liverpool doubled their lead in
the 64th minute. Damiano Tommasi
fouled Litmanen halfway inside the
Roma half and Murphy stepped up
to take the resulting free-kick.

His accurate delivery found
Heskey, who hung in the air to meet
the ball and buried a bullet header
past Antonioli into the bottom right
hand corner.

Thompson said he had spoken
with Houllier on Saturday about the
Frenchman's possible return.

"Gerard said that he fancied it -
that the time was right. And boy was
I pleased," Thompson said.

"It was very special and gave
everyone a lift. The players pro-
duced something extraordinary
tonight and was a special night in
the team's development. This was
one of the greatest nights in the
club's history."

Thompson, who had earlier
backed Roma to win the Champions
League, now believes Liverpool can
go all the way.

"We've made a big statement
tonight," he said. "This team can go
right to the final."

Asked how big a part the vocifer-
ous Anfield support played in
Liverpool's stunning victory,
Thompson replied: "The crowd were
unbelievable. They roared us home
when Liverpool were pushing hard,"
he said.

BARCELONA 1; GALATASARAY 0

Enrlque proved enough to send
former European champions
Barcelonainto the last eight.
Despite mixed league form this
season Barca, who have played
second fiddle to Real Madrid at
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ON TOP OF THE WORLD: Liverpool striker Emile Heskey takes to the air after his strike against AS Roma at Anfield

onMarch19.

home and abroad in recent sea-
sons, soaked up early pressure
prior to making the breakthrough 12
minutes into the second half.
Patrick Kluivert and fellow
Dutchman Marc Overmars com-
bined to send Brazilian youngster
Fabio Rochemback clear and when
Colombian international ‘'keeper

Faryd Mondragon spilled his fierce
low drive the effervescent Luis
Enrique was on hand to pounce on
the rebound.

MAN UNITED 3' BOAVISTA (

Beckham who were all on target
against the Portuguese champions
from northern town Oporto.

United went ahead on the 14

minutes thanks to Blanc following
good work on the rightwingtoearna
corner. Beckham's first corner was
dealt with easily enough but a
second found Blanc, who made no
mistake from close in.

Boavista had most of the posses-
sion early in the match and United
had to be content with trying to find
their chances on the break.

From one such breakaway,
United went further ahead in the
29th minute. Welshman Ryan Giggs
found Solskjaer, who had little
trouble finding the net from close in.

A Beckham spot kick from close
in six minutes after the break effec-
tively ended the match as a contest
and left United firmly atop the pool.

Paul Scholes was fouled in the
area by Martelinho and Beckham
rifled the ball home from the spot.

STANDINGS

Final Champions League second round tables after Tuesday's matches
(played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, against, points):
GROUP A
Manchester United 6 3 8 0 13 3 12
Bayern Munich 6 8 3 0 5 2 12
Boavista 6 1 2 & 2 8 5
Nantes 6 0 2 4 4 1 2
GROUP B
Barcelona 6 2 8 1 7 7 9
Liverpool 6 1 4 1 4 4 7
AS Roma 6 1 4 1 6 5
7
Galatasaray 6 5 1 5 6 5
*The top two of each group qualify for April 2 and 3 quarter-finals

League matches undefeated
coming from behind to beat French
champions Nantes 2-1.

The Bavarians still showed they
had the winning habit as Jens
Jeremies and Claudio Pizarro found
the net to wipe out Hassan
Ahamada's opener eight minutes
aftertherestart.

RESULTS AT

A GLANCE

Collated Champions League
second phase results on Tuesday:

GroupA

In Munich, Germany

Bayern Munich (Ger) 2
(Jeremies 58, Pizarro 87) Nantes
(Fra) 1 (Ahamada 54)

In Oporto, Portugal

Boavista (Por) 0 Manchester
United (Eng) 3 (Blanc 14,
Solskjaer 29, Beckham 51-pen)

Group B

In Istanbul

Galatasaray (Tur) 0 Barcelona
(Spa) 1 (Luis Enrique 58)

In Liverpool, England

Liverpool (Eng) 2 (Litmanen 6,
Heskey 64)AS Roma (Ita) 0

ltaly in
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AFP, Milan

AS Roma's 2-0 defeat by Liverpool
on Tuesday night ensured that the
domestic league that still considers
itself the 'piu bello campianato nel
mondo' (best in the world) will not
have a single representative in the
last eight of the Champions League
for a second consecutive year.

But the usual hue and cry that
follows such failures in football-
crazy Italy was somewhat muted on
Wednesday with the country in
shock following the assassination
on Tuesday evening of government
adviser Marco Biagi in Bologna.

While Roma were losing at
Anfield, in a match transmitted on
pay-per-view TV in Italy, broadcasts
on terrestrial channels were inter-
rupted as news broke of the assas-
sination of Biagi, an economics
adviser to the centre-right govern-

reflective mourning

ment's Labour Minister Roberto
Maroni.

The killing has heightened
already existing fears in Italy that the
country, which suffered countless
atrocities in the 1970s by groups on
both extremes of the political spec-
trum, could be set for a new wave of
domestic terrorism.

Naturally that put any disappoint-
ment at the country's footballing
decline into perspective on
Wednesday when Juventus, field-
ing virtually a reserve team after
being eliminated last week, were
due to play what in Italy at least is a
meaningless game against
England's Arsenal in Turin.

Roma and Juve's exit at the
second stage follows Lazio's in the
first phase and Parma's in the
preliminary round.

Gazzetta dello Sport, aware the
mood of the country was not condu-
cive to a witchhunt against Italian
footballers, was relatively down-
beat, saying "Roma too are small in
Europe" with the match reported

headlined: "Acruel end of the road."

The paper acknowledges the
country-wide implication for the
standard of Italian football, saying:
"The failure of a school (of football)."

Corriere dello Sport headlined,
under the strapline "ltaly out of the
Champions League", with "Roma,
Capellogoes down."

Corriere blamed Roma coach
Fabio Capello for his side's exit,
asking why he had not picked in-
form striker Vincenzo Montella in his
starting line-up.

"The coach pays for not picking
the winning ‘'aeroplanino' (little
Airplane)," the nickname given to
the striker for his trademark goal
celebration. It's editorial is entitled:
"Fabio, explain to us why you only
use halfa Montella."

AC Milan vice-president Adriano
Galliani has already warned that
Italy could lose one of its
Champions League places if the
slump continues.

But the mood in a troubled Italy is
not - atleast on Wednesday - one for

the usual palaver when the coun-
try's football fortunes are low with far
more pressing concerns for the
Italian people.

When the shock of Biagi's death
is over it is likely the debate will re-
open. ltalian television has count-
less programmes where celebrity
pundits heap abuse on footballers
or clubs for even the mildest indis-
cretion.

Monday night's edition of cult
programme 'll Processo di Biscardi',
which has developed the trend into
an art form, promises to be a memo-
rable one.

The show's presenter Aldo
Biscardi and his irascible sidekick
Maurizio Mosca, together with a
dozen guest pundits, traditionally
turn even the most minor issue into
a two and a half hour diatribe on the
state of Italian football.

And the show that takes a Jerry
Springer-style approach to football
will have plenty of ammunition to fire
on Monday.

AFP, Lagos
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Three Nigerian strikers, John Utaka, Jide Olugbodi and Dele Adebola,
have withdrawn from a pre-World Cup friendly against Paraguay March 26
because of club committments and injuries.

Secretary-general of the Nigeria Football Association (NFA) Taiwo
Ogunjobi said Utaka, who plays for Egyptian side Ismaila, will not be
available for the game as a result of club engagements.

The official said Austria-based Olugbodi and Dele Adebola of English
First Division side Birmingham City are injured.

Utaka made his senior international debut late last year and was a
surprise exclusion from the squad to the African Nations Cup in Mali while
both Olugbodi and Adebola are yet to be capped.

Meanwhile, Nigeria coach Adegboye Onigbinde said six players from
the local league will team up with the overseas-based pros invited for the

A training camp made up of 27 players from the domestic champion-
ship opened Monday in Otta, near Lagos, ahead of the Paraguay encoun-

REFS' WORKOUT

FiFA on Wednesday started putting the 72 referees and their assistants
who will control the World Cup finals through their paces.

The referees for the 64 matches in South Korea and Japan will have to
pass physical and medical tests to get their tickets to the finals. But organ-
isers are confident there will be no dropouts.

They will also be given instructions on which offences to pay particular
attention to. The FIFA leadership has warned of a clampdown on diving
and play-acting at the finals which run from May 31 to June 30.

The hardest part of the four-day seminar will be on Friday at the Seoul

The referees will have to show that they can run 2,700 metres in 12
minutes, 50 metres in 7.5 seconds and 200 metres in 32 seconds. Medical

"They are all well trained and they are all expected to easily pass," said
Christine Kim, a spokeswoman for the Korean World Cup Organising

Europe will provide the largest contingent at the World Cup finals with
14 referees and 14 assistant referees.

But Asia, which will be holding its first ever World Cup finals, is also
celebrating having its largest number of referees at the tournament.

Five referees and seven assistants will come from Asia, according to
the Asian Football Confederation (AFC). This is up from four referees and
five assistants at the finals in France in 1998.

Ali Bujsaim of the United Arab Emirates will be taking part in his third

Farouk Bouzo, head of the AFC referees committee, presented the
case for more Asian referees at a FIFA meeting in January when the 72

"We had facts and figures to show the performance of our referees at
It was not hard to convince the FIFA Referees
Committee as the members are well aware of how much progress our
referees have made over the past few years," he said.

Houllier tonic

AFP, Liverpool

Gerard Houllier needed emergency
heart surgery five months ago but
returned in triumph to inspire
Liverpool to a 2-0 win over ltalian
giants AS Roma and passage into
the last eight of the European
Champions League. As Houllier
appeared on the touchline on
Tuesday for the first time since
collapsing with chest pains in
October, Anfield erupted, his oppo-
site number Fabio Capello hugged
him and the Kop spelled out the
word "Allez" in honour of the
Frenchman.

GERARD HOULLIER

Houllier had wanted to return to
the fray earlier but doctors feared a
premature comeback could cause
further damage to the 54-year-old.

But the man who had stood in for
him, Phil Thompson, revealed that
Houllier had targeted the Roma
clash which Liverpool had to win if
they were to progress in the compe-
tition they have won four times.

"We discussed him giving the
team talk this afternoon, and he
said: 'l fancy it'. | said 'the time's
right - let's do it'," Thompson said on
Tuesday.

"If there was any night that was
right for him to come back it was this
one."

And Houllier's influence proved
a massive boost to his team as a
Jari Litmanen penalty and a thun-
dering Emile Heskey header
booked a quarter-final place as
runners-up in Group B and knocked
out Roma, the team they had
beaten to win the last of their
Europeanttitlesin 1984.

England striker Heskey said:
"We have missed the boss a lot. He
has done a lot for the players here
and everyone is glad to see him
back. | think we can go all the way
now."

Midfielder Steven Gerrard said
Houllier's appearance was a sur-
prise.

He said: "I was not expecting to
see him back for another couple of
weeks but he told us this afternoon
that he wanted to be with us."

"The man is idolised in these
parts and all the players love him."

Thompson, who won European
Cups as a Liverpool player, added:
"It was a great night - one of the
greatest nights in this football club's
history... and it was also an emo-
tional night for Gerard."

So Houllier is back, but a
Liverpool spokesman stressed on
Wednesday that Thompson
remained in charge of team affairs
as the team prepared for Sunday's
Premiership clash against Chelsea.

"Gerard is easing his way back
in," the spokesman told AFP. "It was
a fantastic boost to have him back
last night but it is what he feels from
hereon."

FIFA rankings
No change at

the top

AFP, Paris

France, Argentina and Brazil main-
tained the top three placings in the
latest FIFA world rankings released
Wednesday, while Germany
bounced back into the top 10.

The world and European champi-
ons have 807 points, 14 points
ahead of Argentina and 19 points
ahead of Brazil as the friendlies
mount up ahead of this summer's
World Cup finals in South Korea and
Japan.

The Germans, who slipped out of
the leading group for the first time
after their struggle to make the
finals, are in again at 10th, up two
places from the previous rankings
issued atthe end of last year.

—— _FIFATOP20
1. France

807
2.Argentina 793
3. Brazil 788
4. Italy 738
5. Colombia 735
6. Portugal 733
7.Spain 728
8 . Me xicocd

719

Milan on highest

security
/¢4 Football

AFP, Milan

Exceptional security measures will
be in place for Thursday's UEFA
Cup quarter-final second leg match
between AC Milan of Italy and
Israel's Hapoel Tel Aviv at the San
Siro, ANSA news agency reported
Tuesday.

With an estimated 8,500-10,000
Israeli fans expected to attend the
match all precautions are being
taken to avoid possible terror
attacks against the visitors or any
more regular incidents of hooligan-
ism.

Before they even arrive at the
turnstiles fans will be searched and
have their tickets examined at two
security cordons, a decision taken
by Vincenzo Boncoraglio, Milan's
police commissioner.

"We are doing everything we can
to guarantee that the match can
unfold in as normal circumstances
as possible," said Boncoraglio. "All
the measures are at the level
required of the situation."

There will also be heightened
vigilance at airports, in city centre
sites and other possible flashpoints
while a tight security cordon has
been imposed around the Hapoel
team's hotel.

Meetings will take place with AC
Milan supporters groups on
Wednesday to persuade them to

desist from any chanting or behav-
iour that could be provocative to the
visitors.

Fans have specifically been
requested not to display Palestinian
flags or wear the kefiah headgear
associated with the Palestinians
and the trademark of their leader
Yasser Arafat, occasionally seen
worn in scarf-form in fashion-
conscious Milan.

Milan's Prefect of Police Bruno
Ferrante was confident that the
occasion would pass off peacefully,
saying: "Let's live the event for what
it is - a sporting occasion and noth-
ing more. Something that has
nothing to do with events far away."

Hapoel beat Milan 1-0 in the first
leg which was played at Nicosia in
Cyprus on the orders of European
governing body UEFA for security
reasons despite the intervention of
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.

No Israeli team has ever gone so
far in European competition, hence
the huge number of Israeli fans
expected to travel to Italy.

Sporting occasions involving
Israeli competitors have always
been considered high risk since the
1972 massacre of 11 Israeli hos-
tages by the pro-Palestinian Black
September movement at the
Munich Olympics while tension is
particularly high since the deteriora-
tion of the security situation in the
Middle East.

UEFA Cup

Inter leave out
superstar duo

/¢4 Football

AFP, Appiano Gentile

Inter Milan have omitted star strikers
Christian Vieri and Ronaldo from the
party to travel to Spain for
Thursday's UEFA Cup quarter-final
second leg match with Valencia, the
joint Italian First Division leaders
announced.

With an eye on Sunday's Serie A

RONALDO

showdown with joint leaders AS
Roma Inter's Argentinian coach
Hector Cuper has again dispensed
with the services of top scorer Vieri
and has decided not to give
Brazilian Ronaldo the chance to
play his first match since Christmas.
Instead Cuper will take on his
former club, with the scores level at
1-1 after the first leg, with a strike
force formed from Sierra Leone's
Mohamed Kallon, Nicola Ventola or
Uruguayan Alvaro Recoba.

VIERI

Hasselbaink cleared

m Football

AFP, London

Chelsea striker Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink was cleared of mis-
conduct by a Football Association

banned for three games.

Trial by television found
Hasselbaink innocent following an
incident with Arsenal's Martin
Keown which saw the Dutchman
dismissed.

It again came to his resecue
when it proved Hasselbaink was the
victim of mistaken identity in the
English League Cup semi-final

9. Netherlands 718 (TFA)d disciplinary commission  jo3inst Tottenham following a
10. Germany 710 uesaay. penalty-box flare-up that should
11. Yugoslavia 708 It had been suggested that have seen his Chelsea team-mate
12. Enaland 704 | Hasselbaink had elbowed  Mario Melchiot ordered off. Earlier
-=ng Southampton defender Claus Tuesday, Tottenham's Mauricio
B 702 | | Lundekvam during Chelsea's 4-2  Taricco also escaped a ban but was
14. Czech Republic 692 New Year's Day defeat at Stamford  fined 5,000 pounds ‘7,100 dollars)
15. Paraguay 685 Bridge. after being found guilty of improper
16. Sweden 683 But video evidence, for the third conduct towards Melchiot in the
17. Romania 678 time this season, found in favour of = same game.
18.Ireland 673 Hasselbaink, the Premiership's joint
19' e — 672 top-scorer with 21 goals.
- Had the charge been upheld
- Denmark 672 | | Hasselbaink could have been
12 3[4 5 6 [7 I8 a3 |10 |11
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS  43Without DOWN 19Y2K 12 = i
1 Frolic delay 1 Urban candidate 5 P 17
6 Laura 44 Macadam-  transport 21 Towel |
Petrie’s ize 2 Pac. marking 18 19 20
hubby 45 Spouted counter- 22 Play
9 Khan title bottle part segment 21 |22 23 24
12Dickens 47 Anagram 3 Manet 24 Fish
title start of 16- or eggs a5 26 27 |23
132Z2sa Zsa's Across Monet 26 Disap- T
sis 49 Brutus' 4 Ticklish pointment 29 S0 3 82 183 |34
14 Oktober- tongue Muppet 28 Aquatic 35 26 37
fest item 52 Mr. 5 Move the mammal ‘
15 Lighter- Chaney fern 30 Never- 38 |39 |40 41 42 43
than-air 53 Vital 6 Fix theless ]
craft statistic 7 Micro- 32 Viscous 44 45 46
16 Be 54 "A Bell wave stuff
relevant for 8 Proscribe 33 Tokyo, a7 48 48 50 31
18Earhart's — 9 Forcefully once - = 5
co-pilot 55 Millennium 10 Sherpa, 34 Uncivi-
20 Stash fractions often lized 73 5 P
21 Chapeau {Abbr.) 11 Only 36 Jalson
23 Skater 56 Born veep to song
Babilonia 57 Bruce resign 38Put 10 CRYPTOQUIP
24 Get more and 17 Louise's use
magazines  Laura pal 39Croc’s RDQKFN UER LIJIKBIJF ZJEE
250n the kin
rocks Solution time: 25 mins. 40 Chaoser's NJHOA, WEIMA HKNTI'LO
27 Slaver FICCWIATCIECIAISTA " %hmge
29 Flashin LT [MERS[U[YMO[N|aIN| 42Cabb,
lignt 9 ALAIiSEg HQ‘E o.0. ZOOF BIEEOR ZM J TUEM
i - [TIINIGILIE | [N]GL “Raisi
e HONIMCTE I peerd  QUHIF DHWKQO.
35Sausage |© ESITICIOILIOIRIAIDIO actar Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: COMING HOME FOR
37 Verdi TIOWNNRE . | WMMLLO) g6 pisappear  FAMILY SUPPER, THE HEALTH INSPECTOR
master- AIGIE T1CIE slowly GREETS HER HUBBY: “HI, GENE!"
piece JIIN[GLJE M1 IN|GIL|E| 48 Author Today's Cryptoquip Clue: E equals L
38 Rep AlLIEISIAIWE IIEIR OIS Fleming The Cryploquip is a substitution cipher in which one letter stands for
41Unseld of [MI[SIOBISIOINERALIINT]. 50 Hoste! another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout the
basketball (BIEEINEIYEITHSIPIEIC] 59ph pk. puzzle. Singla latters, shiort words and words using an apostrophe
lore dala give you clues to locating vowels. Selution is by trial and emor.
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