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SA rebuts
rumour

REUTERS, Cape Town

South Africa has not been formally
approached to host Zimbabwe-
Australia matches next month, the
United Cricket Board of South Africa
(UCBSA) said on Tuesday.

Australia are due to tour
Zimbabwe for two Test and three
one-day internationals, but there
are fears over security following the
disputed presidential election in the
country earlier this month.

The UCB said that contrary to
rumour neither the International
Cricket Council (ICC), the
Zimbabwe Cricket Union (ZCU) nor
the Australian Cricket Board (ACB)
had made aformal approach.

"Rumours that Willowmore Park
and Supersport Park have been
earmarked to host Test matches
between Zimbabwe and Australia
are unfounded," UCB chief execu-
tive Gerald Majola said in a state-
menton Tuesday.

"The UCB has not asked any of
its affiliates to be on standby to host
Zimbabwe-Australia matches.

Sangakkara

FROM PAGE 13
take partin a one-day series against
hosts and India.

SQUAD

Sanath Jayasuriya (captain),
Marvan Atapattu, Kumar
Sangakkara, Mahela Jayawardene,
Russel Arnold, TM Dilshan,
Romesh Kaluwitharana, Upul
Chandana, Chaminda Vaas,
Muttiah Muralitharan, Nuwan
Zoysa, Dilhara Fernando, Charitha
B. Fernando (subject to fitness test),

Kumar Dharmasena, Pulasthi
Gunaratne, Eric Upashantha
(standby for Fernando)

No niceties

FROM PAGE 13

New Zealand coach Denis Aberhart
wants his batsmen to be more
patientin the second Test.

Apart from Nathan Astle's stun-
ning fastest double-century in Test
history, three batsmen -- Mark
Richardson, Fleming and Craig
McMillan -- were out in the first over
of a bowler's new spell with McMillan
attacking Caddick first ball.

"We've got to be more patient
and the same goes with the bowling
-- that was too inconsistent -- so this
Test is all about doing the basics
well," he said Tuesday.

The other major concern is the
state of the Basin pitch.

The ground has hosted a series
of low-scoring matches this summer
and is unlikely to change its spots at
this late stage. Only 1,869 runs have
been scored in three first-class
matches at 17.15 a wicket. The
highest score so faris 210 for three.

Wellington has been blustery and
cold this week ahead of the Test.

Mongia zaps Zim

FROM PAGE 13

Mongia, 24, put India on course fora
big total with a brisk 52-run stand for
the opening wicket with Ganguly,
who elected to bat on an easy-
paced pitch at the Nehru Stadium.

Mongia looked in excellent form
from the first over, gathering runs
comfortably to dominate a six-man
Zimbabwean attack with a wide
range of attacking shots.

He reached his first hundred in
15 one-day internationals in style,
firmly driving seamer Friend through
the covers for aboundary.

Ganguly (28) fell just as he had
started hitting out, edging an away-
going delivery from seamer Streak
to wicket-keeper Tatenda Taibu who
dived to his left to bring off a low
catch.

The Indian captain went for his
strokes after a subdued start, hitting
Douglas Hondo for two fours in an
over and then taking two more off
Streak in the next.

Zimbabwe came back into the
match for a brief spell when Hondo
dismissed Rahul Dravid (26) and
Mohammad Kaif (five) in the space
of eight runs before Mongia and
Yuvraj took control.

India and Zimbabwe both made
one change from the teams that
contested the previous day-night

match at Hyderabad on Saturday.
The hosts brought in all-rounder
Vijay Bharadwaj in place of left-arm
spinner Murali Kartik, while the
tourists replaced seamer
Mpumelelo Mbangwa with Gary
Brent.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the fifth and final one-
day international between India and
Zimbabwe at the Nehru Stadium on

Tuesday:

INDIA

Mongia not out 159
Ganguly c Taibu b Streak 28
Laxman run out 16
Dravid b Hondo 26
Kaif cAFlowerb Hondo 5
Y Singh c Friend b Marillier 75
Bhardwaj run out 0
Agarkar not out 6
Extras (b-4, Ib-4, w-10) 18

Total: (For six wickets in 50 overs)
333

Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-98, 3-149,
4-157,5-315,6-316.

Bowler O M R W
Streak 9 0 54 1
Hondo 10 2 56 2
Friend 10 0 68 0
Brent 9 0 74 0
Marillier 6 0 38 1
G Flower 6 0 35
ZIMBABWE

Campbell c Bharadwajb Zaheer 31

Ebrahim b Ganguly 42
Friend st Ratra b Harbhajan 31
A. Flower c Zaheer b Harbhajan 1

G. Flowerb Zaheer 48
Carlisle c Dravid b Bharadwaj 17
Streak c Zaheerb Harbhajan 38
Marillier b Zaheer 0
Taibu run out 0
Brent ¢ Kaif b Harbhajan 0
Hondo not out 1
Extras: (b-2, 1b-9, w-8, nb-4) 23
Total: (Alloutin42.1overs) 232

Fall of wickets: 1-50, 2-111, 3-
113, 4-114, 5-143, 6-227, 7-227, 8-

228,9-229.

Bowler O M R W
Zaheer 8 0 29 3
Agarkar 8 0 43 O
Bharadwaj 4 0 32 1
Ganguly 10 0 62 1
Harbhajan 91 0 33 4
Yuvraj 3 0 22 O

Result: India won by 101 runs to
clinch five-match series 3-2.

Man-of-the-match: Dinesh
Mongia (Ind).
Man-of-the-series: Dinesh
Mongia.

Toss: India

Umpires: Sameer Bhandekar

(Ind) and K.G. Lakshminarayanan
(Ind).
Match referee: John Reid (NZ).

Jennifer, Lleyton top seeds

IOTennis

AFP, Key Biscayne

Australia's Lleyton Hewitt and new
World No. 1 Jennifer Capriati were
named top seeds for the ATP
Masters Series and WTA tier one
combined hardcourt tournament
that begins here Wednesday.

The 6.435 million-dollar event
traditionally features the top field
outside the Grand Slams.

Hewitt comes here after having
defeated Britain's Tim Henman in
Sunday's men's final at Indian
Wells, where the men's and
women's stars also gathered.

The Aussie star and US Open
champion has a bye into the second
round.

Ninth seed Andre Agassi, the
defending champion, seeks his fifth
title here after earlier triumphs in
1990, 1995 and 1996. He will open
with a second-round match against
either Armenia's Sargis Sargsian or
Britain's Greg Rusedski.

Pete Sampras could face a
quarterfinal against Hewitt, who
beat him in a semi-final at Indian
Wells. But the 11th-seeded
American might have to get past
Russia's Marat Safin in the fourth
round just to book that date.

Spain's Juan Carlos Ferrero,
Germany's Tommy Haas, Henman,
Safin, France's Sebastien Grosjean
and Sweden's Thomas Johansson.

On the women's side, Venus
Williams dropped from the top of the
rankings after several weeks off but
returns here with an eye to reclaim-
ing the No. 1 spot.

She could face sister Serena, the
eighth seed, in a semifinal and
Swiss star Martina Hingis, the third

seed, in a quarterfinal. And a title
showdown with Capriati is also a
possibility, with the top ranking
potentially at stake.

Capriati finds herself on the
same side of the draw as fifth seed
Monica Seles, a possible semi-final
foe, as well as Belgian stars Kim
Clijsters, seeded fourth, and Justine
Henin, seeded sixth.
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Khabir Uddin Ahmed (3rd from L), president of Narayanganj Club, inaugu-
rates the U-19 National Snooker Championship at the club's snooker room

Age-gp cricket

UNB, Dhaka

Kalindi Krira Chakra thrashed
Udayanchal Club by 110 runs in the
BCB under-17 development cricket
tournament at the Dhanmondi Club
ground on Tuesday.

Udayanchal were shot out for
135 runsin 35.5 overs while chasing
Kalindi's huge 245. Kalindi piled up
the total for the loss of nine wickets
intheir 45 overs.

At Mirpur Outer Stadium,
Sonargaon Cricketers Club earned
a comfortable 8-wicket victory over
Tejgaon CricketAssociation.

Tejgaon made 114 before being
all out in 26 overs. In reply,
Sonargaon raced to 118 in 19.2
overs losing two of their batsmen.

In another match CCS defeated
Dhaka Mariners by 59 runs at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

At the City Club ground, Gazi
Tank beat Partex Sporting Club by
one wicket.

In the under-15 tournament,
Jatrabari KC beat Nabin Sangha by
seven wickets at the Uttara Police
Lines ground.

Naren is
no more

AFP, New Delhi

Former India wicketkeeper Naren
Tamhane died in Bombay on
Tuesday after a prolonged battle
with cancer, the Press Trust of India
reported quoting family members.

Tamhane, 71, who played the
last of his 21 Tests in 1961, also
served as a national selector for 12
years, including two years as the
chairman of the five-member selec-
tion panelin 1991-92.

He is survived by his wife and two
sons.

Cricket time in
Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

An Afghan cricket team is to play a
side assembled from the
International Security and
Assistance Force (ISAF)in Kabul on
Wednesday, a spokesman for the
peacekeepers said.

"A cricket match will take place
on Wednesday between the Afghan
Cricket Association and the ISAF. It
is preparing them for going to the
Chiang Mai Sixes (in Thailand)," he
said here on Tuesday.

The match will be played on a
sports ground situated inside the
ISAF headquarters in the centre of
Kabul.

At a soccer match between
Kabul United and an ISAF team last
month Afghan police had to open
fire over the heads of thousands of
angry and disappointed fans who
were fighting to get into an already
packed football stadium.

Norwegian appeal

JLINPIG

CITIUS - ALTIUS - FORTIUS

AFP, Lausanne

Norwegian athletes and sports
officials have called for doping
cheats from the Salt Lake City
Winter Olympics to be stripped off
all medals they won, including those
prior to being caught.

The Norwegian appeal was
made to the Lausanne-based Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), which
acts as a final arbiter on matters of
international sports disputes.

A CAS statement said that it
came jointly from the Norwegian
Olympic Committee and Sports
Confederation and several skiers
including Olympic gold medallists
Ole Einar Bjorndalen (biathlon) and
Bente Skari (cross country).

It said they asked "in particular
that the athletes Johann Muhlegg
(Spain), Larissa Lazutina (Russia)
and Olga Danilova (Russia) be
disqualified from all cross-country
skiing events" in which they took
part at Salt Lake City.

All three athletes tested positive
for banned endurance booster
darbepoetin on the final day of
competition and were promptly
disqualified. However they were
allowed to keep medals won in

previous events.

Norway also asked for the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC) to amend the results in those
events and for medals to be
awarded on the basis of the new
placings.

Muhlegg, an estranged German
cross country skier who has com-
peted for Spain since 1999, was
stripped of his 50km gold medal
after he tested positive after the
race. But he was allowed to keep the
two gold medals won in the opening
men's 30km freestyle race and the
10km pursuit.

After initially being congratulated
by Spain's King Juan Carlos, in the
wake of the scandal Muhlegg has
now reportedly retired from the sport
and has lost his job as a German
customs officer.

However in an interview with a
Norwegian newspaper Muhlegg
has threatened to shed more light
on current practices in his sport.

"l have a lot of information which
has not been published," said
Muhlegg last week.

"For me it would be easy to talk.
Very easy. | could create choas in
the cross-country skiing world if | tell
all lknow but I don'twantto."

Danilova had won a gold in the
women's 5km pursuit and a silver in
the women's 10km classic won by
Skari but she tested positive after
the women's final 30km classic
race, where she did not medal.

However perhaps the most
talked about disqualification was
Lazutina. A nine-time Olympic gold
medallist, Lazutina would have
become the most decorated female
cross country skier in the history of
the Olympics had she not been
stripped of her gold medal in the
30km classic.

But she almost never made it to
the startline.

After returning abnormally high
haemoglobin (red blood cell) levels
an hour prior to the Russian
women's bid to win a fifth consecu-
tive relay title, prompting the bitter
withdrawal of her team, Lazutina
returned days later apparently
determined to take partin the 30km.

"What happened two days ago
was a terrible incident for me - a
tragedy," declared a stoic Lazutina
who said the reason why she failed
the blood tests was because she
had been menstruating for a few
days.

However suspicions were con-
firmed when her urine sample
tested positive for darbepoetin after
the 30km race, casting a black cloud
over the final day of the Olympics.

If the CAS accepts the
Norwegian appeal, all medals won
by all those athletes would be taken
away which could propel Norway
into first place in the overall medals
table ahead of Germany.

Vettori given more time

ﬁ Cricket

AFP, Wellington

New Zealand are likely to give key
bowler Daniel Vettori up until the
morning of the second Test match
starting Thursday to decide on his
match fitness.

New Zealand Cricket's medical
co-ordinator Warren Frost said
Vettori's back injury was a soft-
tissue problem in a disc rather than
the stress fracture that forced him
out during the Test here two years
ago againstAustralia.

"We've got until just before the
game on Thursday to make the call,
we want to give him as much time as
possible and we're aware of the
long-term impact as well," Frost said
Tuesday.

"It's a matter of assessing the
risk, and it's up to the selectors to
decide whether they take thatrisk."

All-rounder Chris Harris has
been named in the squad to replace
Vettori and bat at number seven if
the left-arm spinner is ruled out.

England's only injury concern is
batsman Mark Butcher, who suf-

Christchurch but batted in the nets
Tuesday and is hopeful of playing.
The tourists may replace him
with all-rounder Craig White as an
into-the-wind bowling option.

Young Warwickshire batsman
lan Bell was due to arrive from
England late Tuesday but is unlikely
to be considered.
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Bangladesh Tennis Federation President Alamgir Faruq Chowdhury
addressing a press briefing on Tuesday in connection with the Asian Davis
Cup Group 4 qualifier that begins at the National Tennis Complex today.
Players from eight countries are taking part in the meet and they have
already arrived in the capital yesterday. This tournament will determine two

Russia's Yevgeny Kafelnikov is o
the second seed, followed by on Tuesday. fered a cracked right thumb in | Group 3 qualifiers.
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9:30 Science Mysteries : ) 6:00 Small Wonder 4:30 3“ Rock From The (Pothigai Bhudhan) 7:30 Saat Baie Hindi 8:00 Wild Zambezi i ) 5:30 Wednesday Wilder-
10:30  Crime Night 6:45  FimSongsProg: | 630 Foxkids Daily Sun 530 Viay Takkies W cerid 930 OutThere 700 Big Trouble n Lt ness
11:30  Trail Blazers Il h ; 7:10 Aaj Ki Baat 5:00 Star News Asia 6:00 NGC . i 10:00  Africa From The . . 7:00 AllBird TV II
7:00  ATN Bangla Evening J 8:30  TonightAt8 ol 8:45  Cool Runnings 730  Batiersea Dogs Home
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