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RECOMMENDATIONS

Painting
exhibition

Art works of Bangladeshi
landscape done by an American
artist, Sarah Sutro, ends today at
Divine Art Gallery at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon hotel in the city. The
exhibition is open for all from 10
a.m.t08:30 p.m.

First Solo

The inaugural ceremony of the first
solo art exhibition by Farah Deeba
Zaman, a student of East West
University will be held today at
10:30a.m. at the university
common-room (ground floor),
Annex Building, EWU. Dr. Md.
Farashuddin, President, Board of
Governors of East West University,
will inaugurate the exhibition as
chief guest. The exhibition will
continue till March 21.

Festival

To commemorate the completion of
fifty years of Language Movement,
Dhaka Theatre organises a series
of programmes including Theatre
Festival, Seminar, Village Theater
Convention and Reception from
March 16 to 22 at Mahila Samiti
Auditorium in the city. A two-day
seminar on the key notes like Art,
Theatre, Poetry and Music will be
held on March 21 and 22.

Saree display

A three day saree exhibition of
Indian designer, Abha Dalmia
started in the city at Mayasir. Abha
presents a large collection of
traditional Indian sarees and the
display is open for all from 10:00
a.m. to 8 p.m. till March 19.

Art Exhibition

Japan and Bangladesh are holding
a joint art exhibition at the National
Museum art gallery in the city. The
exhibition will end on March 20 that
is featuring works of renowned
Bangladeshi artist Mohammad
Kibria, those of Noriko Yanagisawa,
a Japanese contemporary artist
and works of Kazi Ghiyasuddin, a
Bangladeshi artist who is presently
basedin Japan.

Solo exhibition

A solo art exhibiton of Abdus
Shakoor is being held at Bengal Art
Gallery at Dhanmondi in the city.
The exhibition features recent
works of the artist who is inclined to
pause and look back, to lift the
fraying mantle and energise a
wilting legacy. The exhibition will
remain open for all from 12 p.m. to
8p.m. till March 29, 2002.

Anniversary

Song of life

To observe the Independence
Day and anniversary of the
Liberation War Museum,
authorities of the museum
declares weeklong celebration

CULTURE DESK
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L Museum has decided to
celebrate the 6th anniver-
sary of the organisation and
31st anniversary of the coun-
try's independence in a befitting
manner. The museum authori-
ties have chalked out detailed
series of programs entitled

'Jiboner Joygaan' that will begin
from March 21 and will continue
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for a week till the Day of Inde-
pendence on March 26.

'The Concert for Bangladesh'
was held in the Madison Square
gardenin 1971 to raise funds for
the refugees of Bangladesh. On
March 21, this same concert will
be remade with a new title "The
Concert in Bangladesh' and will
be performed at the Osmany
memorial auditorium in the city
to pay tribute to the legendary
singer George Harrison and
Pandit Ravi Shankar. The con-
cert that will start at 6:30 p.m.
will be participated by renowned
artists of the country. 'The Con-
cert for Bangladesh' will spe-
cially, be organised to raise fund
for the museum. Card for this

Expression of the
young soul

National Childrens' Drama
Festival completes
a successful week

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HE 12-day long National
Childrens' Theatre Festival is
in progress at the Shawkat
Osman auditorium of Sufia Kamal
Public Library (Central
Library)in the city.
On the fifth day of the festival, a
number of events took place includ-

Public

A scene from a drama of the festival
ing an arrangement of horse-cart

ride for entertainment of participat-
ing children of the festival. Several

Dhaka Theatre Utsav

hundred children rode the cart in
groups till 10:00 a.m.

A puppet show was arranged by
Educational Puppet Development
Center and later on, a video pro-
gram on past activities of the four
previous festivals, was exhibited.

An open theatrical drama work-
shop took place in the afternoon
where a large number of child artists
participated. The workshop was
directed by Liakat Ali Lucky, an
eminent dramatist and the chief
convenor of the festival committee.

In the evening, different
childrens' theatre groups presented
productions including Britter bairey
(produced by Sundaram, Habiganj),
Pori kumari (Hamaguri Shishu
Shongothon, Gaibandha), Rosh
kosh shingara (Shishu Kishore
Nattyadal, Rangpur) and Ural pakhi
(Kids Cultural Institute, Chittagong).

On the evening of the sixth day,
another four productions were
performed at the venue those
included Pran (Little Theatre,
Habiganj), Amra shobai raja
(Uccharon Academy, Bogra),
Ghuddi (Gono Nattya Forum,
Jessore) and a Mime show (Dhaka
Pantomime Childrens' Theatre).

Tickets are sold at the counter in
front of the auditorium at rates of
taka five for children and taka ten for
adults.

Date Time Drama
Productiol
March 16| 7:30 p.m. Natapata
Monipuri $hamp
March 17| 7:00 p.m. Haathodai
Dhaka Theatre
March 18| 7:00 p.m. Jaiboti
Ir\al"lyczl Mon

Dhaka Theatre
March 19| 7:00 p.m. Pracchya

a-Theatre
March 20! 7:00 o} Rnnn'r_\smgehlll Dhak
Theatre T

concert is available at the office
of the Liberation War Museum
and at Astra Club in Gulshan,
Travel House and Cyber Cafe at
Dolce Vitain Banani.

The 6th anniversary of the
museum will begin on March 22
at 10.00 a.m. at the museum's
cafe theater with a presentation
of children's program. Eminent
cultural researcher
Shamsuzzaman Khan will
present anniversary speech in
the evening which will be fol-
lowed by folk songs (baul-gaan)
to be presented by different
groups of the country.

On March 23 Banglar Gaan
(Music of Bengal) will be pre-
sented by eminent singer
Shubir Nandi which will be
followed by dance performance
by 'Nrittom Dance Troupe'
under the direction of eminent
classical dancer Tamanna
Rahman, at the museum's cafe
theaterat6:30 p.m.

On March 24 main programs
will include presentation of
cultural soiree by Chayanaut at
the cafe theaterat 6:30 p.m.

Lightning of candles in
remembrance of the martyrs of
the dark night of 1971, will take
place on the evening of March
25 at the museum. In addition,
there will be a session of poetry
recitation by leading recitation
groups of the country.

On the last day of the
weeklong celebration, 'People's
song' by Protul Mukhopaddya
will be held at 6:30 p.m. at the
café theatre.

Madonna tapped to write and sing new Bond tune

AFP, Los Angeles
USICAL superstar
Madonna is to compose
and perform the title song
of the new James Bond film "Die
Another Day," its producers said
Friday.

The makers of the 20th in the
series of Bond superspy pictures,
Michael Wilson and Barbara Broc-
coli, said they wanted a star of
Madonna's stature to turn out the
song for 40th anniversary of the
celluloid secret agent.

"We are thrilled that Madonna,
who is recognised as the world's
most exciting songwriter and per-
former, has agreed to compose and
sing the song for the first James

Bond movie of the new millennium,"
they said.

The new film, due for release in
the United States and Britain on
November 22, stars Irishman Pierce
Brosnan in his fourth turn as "007"
and US actress and Oscar nominee
Halle Berry.

Bond movie theme songs have
become major hits over the years,
including "Goldfinger" and "Dia-
monds Are Forever" sung by Shirley
Bassey and "We Have All the Time
in the World" sung by Louis
Armstrong.

Other Bond musical hits include
"Live and Let Die" performed by
Paul McCartney and Wings, "No-
body Does It Better" sung by Carly
Simon, "For Your Eyes Only" sung

by Sheena Easton, "A View to a Kill"
by Duran Duran.

Madonna has recorded and
written several hit songs for the big
screen, including "Beautiful
Stranger” from "Austin Powers: The
Spy Who Shagged Me," which
earned her a Grammy Award and a
Golden Globe nomination.

Details of the film of the invincible
and suave British agent with a
licence to kill have been kept under
tight wraps since production got
underway in Britain in January.

The dashing, smooth-talking
agent with a licence to kill will battle
the baddies between Korea, Hong
Kong, Iceland, Cuba and London in
his quest to prevent global war.

Blacks at the Oscars
With three acting nods, 2002 Oscars could be historic for black actors

AFP, Los Angeles

N astonishing three
nominations in the top acting
categories at this year's

Oscars has set the stage for
something historic at the top
Hollywood awards show -- the
chance that both best actor and best
actress could be African American.

Either of the best actor nomi-
nees, Will Smith, for his role as
charismatic boxer Muhammed Ali in
the little-seen "Ali," or five-time
nominee Denzel Washington, who
played a rogue cop in "Training
Day," could be the first black actor to
take home the Oscar since 1963,
when Sidney Poitier won for "Lilies
of the Field." Poitier is the only black
actor to ever win the award.

Among the women, Halle Berry,
for her gritty performance in the
racially charged "Monster's Ball," is
the first black actress to be nomi-
nated since 1993, when Angela
Bassett portrayed Tina Turner in
"What's Love Got to Do With It."

It was only in 1973, when Cicely
Tyson and Paul Winfield were
nominated for "Sounder" and Diana
Ross was up for her turn as Billie
Holiday in "Lady Sings the Blues,"
that so many actors of color figured
among those vying for Hollywood's
top awards. None of them won; in
fact, no black actress has ever won
in the top acting category.

Some 30 years later, the annals

of the Academy Awards remain
distressingly white. In the last de-
cade through 1999, just 19 nonwhite
actors or actresses -- a paltry eight
percent of the nominees -- got
Oscar nods in the top five catego-
ries, which include acting and
directing.

Only Whoopi Goldberg (support-
ing actress for "Ghost" in 1991) and
Cuba Gooding Junior (supporting
actress for "Jerry Maguire" in 1996)
have won. Goldberg, who was also
nominated in 1985 for "The Color
Purple," was the first black woman
to receive any kind of Oscar since

Halle Berry in ‘Monsters Ball'

Hattie McDaniel's historic win in
1939 for "Gone with the Wind."

"For black actresses, it's close to
a miracle if they're able to land the
kind of role that gets Oscar talk," a
Hollywood insider, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said.

A nonplussed Denzel Washing-
ton, who won a golden statuette in
1989 for best supporting actor in the
Civil War drama "Glory," was careful
not to read too much into the seem-
ing largesse of the nominations for
the 2001 film season.

"This might suggest that they are
doing us a favor because we are

Will Smith in 'Ali*

Visual poetry

Painter Farah Deeba Zaman holds her maiden solo
at the East West University campus

NAFID IMRAN AHMED
OMETIMES artists try to
portray poems. Would it not
be more interesting if the
artist is the poet him/herself? Such
an exhibition of artworks by a young
artist and poet Farah Deeba Zaman
(Tuli) started at the East West
University campus on March 16.
Environmental society of East
West University is an organisation
of the East West University dedi-
cated towards environment and
culture of Bangladesh. The society
has been organising art exhibitions
by East West University students
since it's journey. The 1st solo
exhibition titled 'Jokhon Ghieshea
Dubae Ponchomir Chand' by Farah
Deeba Zaman, a student of Com-
puter Science and Engineering
department of East West University
was organised by the Environmen-
tal society. Dr. Mohammed
Farashuddin, president, board of
directors, East West University
inaugurated the exhibition as chief

Nogno anchor

guest.
'Prithibir Lokera Amar Fashir
Dabi Korechilo, Karon Ami

Oshundoirer Biruddhe Huliya
Diyechilam.." (The people of the
earth wanted to hang me because |
demanded arrest of the ugly) the
first two lines of the poem 'Krantikal'
by Tuli which hangs by the painting
also titled 'Krantikal' at the exhibi-
tion. The poetry speaks the inner
words of every woman. The painting
done in acrylic and watercolour
speaks the language of the poetry
itself. It depicts three female figures
and the effects of light on them. How
the rays of light, the absolute light
falls on them. The path of these rays
of light reflects the paths of life and
how it differs from person to person.
Tuli used opaque colours of red,
yellow and blue in this work. The
most exciting part of the work is how
she played with the light.

Farah Deeba Zaman (Tuli) is a
young and promising artist. She is
also a writer. Her first publication
was 'Smritir Adhare', which came

Kranti kaal

out in Ekushey book fair. Although
she is studying information technol-
ogy she wanted to become a writer
and an artist from her childhood.
Famous sculptors such as Novera
and Anwar Jahan inspired her. She
is an extremely energetic person
who completed all the 18 artworks
displayed at the exhibition in only 3
months time. She learned art from a
student of fine arts. While talking
about the media she uses Tuli said,
'This is just the beginning, | am
experimenting with everything now
so | tried everything from pencil
sketch to oil painting.’

Another one of her paintings
titled 'Symphony of Tears Recalling
a Girls Childhood' is an expression
of the feeling that every person
specially a woman feels about her
childhood. Where she does not
want to grow up from her childhood.

'| can not say everything through
my paintings. There are a lot of
bindings in this social frame we live
in." said Tuli while talking to The
Daily Star about her feelings, 'l

believe we need proper education,
education that will educate us
mentally." She also said how she
was moved by the story of a mental
female patient Onita. How she got
mentally ill. And how she felt when
no one came to take her back after 7
years of treatment at the Pabna
Mental Hospital. And at last how she
killed herself under a Krishnachura
tree.

Tuli is about to publish her sec-
ond book shortly. Her 1st solo exhi-
bition is a collection of some inter-
esting works. For an amateur these
works are quite good. Lets hope she
keeps up her art practice and pres-
ents the viewers some more inter-
esting and exciting works in the
future.

The exhibition will continue
everyday from 9:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
tillMarch 21.

black," said Washington, who many
believe was robbed of the Oscar in
2000 for his stirring portrayal of
wrongly-convicted boxer Rubin
"Hurricane" Carter in 1999's "Hurri-
cane."

"This might also suggest that
there are better roles for African-
Americans as well," he added
Monday at a luncheon for Oscar
nominees.

This year's ceremony seems to
be carefully choreographed to
showcase such a reality, with

Goldberg taking back the hosting
duties from comedians Billy Crystal

= |
Danzel Washington in 'Training Day'

and Steve Martin and Poitier earn-
ing an honorary award.

But the truth is a little less black
and white, noted nominee Smith.

"If you go to a French film festi-
val, French films are gonna be
nominated and French actors are
going to win," he said at Monday's
luncheon.

"If you came to the United States,
and you are talking about the Os-
cars, the Academy is made up of a
majority of white Americans, so for
the most part white American films
are going to be nominated and white
American actors are going towin."

But, he added, "in my mind, you
can't allow an award to be the vali-
dation of your work. | think that
Halle's, Denzel's and my work was
good work for this year, | think that
we all just wanna be judged as
human beings."

For her part Berry, whose por-
trayal of Dorothy Dandridge, one of
the first black stars whose career
was blindsided by racism, also won
her critical raves, was buoyed by the
academy's decisions.

"| feel this is a huge step in the
right direction," she said. "l don't
really know how this will transform
the industry but what | do know is
that it will hopefully instill hope in
other people of color, help them
believe that maybe one day, they
willbe there."

A meet of rural artists

Fifth national convention of
Bangladesh Village Theatre
concludes in the city

TAWFIQUE ALI

LOSING session of the two-

day long Bangladesh

Graam Thetare(village
theatre) Convention in the city was
held amidst festivity forming its two-
year term new central body. Future
programmes of the organisation
were drawn adapting some new
resolutions at the convention that
was taken part by around 200
delegates representing all the local
units across the country. Humayun
Kabir, General Secretary of the
Graam Thaetre, presented a report
at the convention that was divided
into three sessions.

First session saw the presenta-
tion of the report followed by discus-
sion on it. Amendment to the organi-
sation's manifesto and its future
programmes were worked out in the
second session while formation of
its new central body took place in
the third session. In its organisa-
tional discussion, discussants
condemned sectarianism in the

country, highlighted spirit of libera-

tion war and spoke against despotic
rule. New resolution adapted in the
manifesto, features creation of a
position of research and information
secretary. Future programmes of
Graam Theatre include production
of at least five better plays and
staging Selim Aldin's play 'Muntasir’
all over the country by every unit of
this organisation during its current
two year term.

Under the guidance of Dhaka
Theatre, Graam Theatre movement
launched its journey in 1981 with the
foremost objective of narrowing
distance of the rural common folk
with the city oriented theatre move-
ment in the country. It is committed
to create a folk dimension to the
country's mainstream theatre
movement.

" Bangladesh Graam Theatre is
the name of a theatrical movement
that essentially aims to reflect
various aspects of oriental philoso-
phy," said Pizush Bondapadhhaya
of Dhaka Theatre while talking to
The Daily Star.

Organisers speak at the closing session of the convention
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