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State Minister for Education Ehsanul Huq Milon visits a madrassah at Chandina during the Dakhil examinations 
yesterday and detects cheating in examination.

Fastest feet…  Fauzia Huda Jui crosses the finish line way ahead of the chasing pack to take the ladies 100-metre sprint honours of the 7th Bangladesh 
Games. (Inset) Maruf Reza of Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Protisthan (BKSP) flashes V-sign after shattering the national mark in the men's 100 metres.
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AFP, Ayodhya

The Indian government vowed 
yesterday to prevent Hindu activists 
from staging an inflammatory holy 
ceremony in this northern town as 
security forces braced for a possible 
showdown.

Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee pledged to uphold a 
Supreme Court order banning 
hardline Hindus from holding the 
controversial ceremony at a dis-
puted religious site in Ayodhya. 

"I wish to categorically and 
unequivocally state that the govern-
ment will implement the court order 
in letter and in spirit," he told parlia-
ment in New Delhi. 

Nearly 10,000 police and para-
military personnel were massed in 
Ayodhya, vastly outnumbering the 
1,000 or so Hindu activists who have 
refused to give up on their Friday 
ceremony despite the Supreme 
Court order. 

The militant Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP - World Hindu 

Council) has called a meeting of 
Hindu spiritual leaders later yester-
day, aimed at drawing up a strategy 
in the wake of Wednesday's court 
ruling.

"Around 50 to 60 saints are 
expected to attend the meeting," 
VHP media chief Sarat Sharma told 
AFP. "Of these, around 20 are from 
Ayodhya while the others are com-
ing from outside."

The VHP has been leading a long 
campaign to build a temple to the 
Hindu warrior god Ram in the town 
of Ayodhya on the site of a 16th 
century mosque that was razed by 
Hindu zealots in 1992. 

The incident triggered nation-
wide Hindu-Muslim riots in which 
2,000 people were killed. Fresh 
communal violence linked to the 
Ayodhya dispute claimed around 
700 lives last month. 

As part of its campaign, the VHP 
planned to hold a religious ground-
breaking ceremony close to the site 
on March 15.

The Supreme Court ruled on 
Wednesday that "no religious activi-
ties of any nature, by anyone" would 
be allowed in the area, but VHP 
leaders have put their own spin on 
the judgement and insisted it leaves 
the door open for a ceremony on 
land held by the government.

"So the government of India has 
to again think if it can give us the land 
which is undisputed," VHP president 
Ashok Singhal said on Wednesday, 
adding that a "peaceful" ceremony 
would be held even if it meant facing 
arrest. 

But in the clarification issued 
yesterday, the court said its ruling 
extended to the disputed temple-
mosque site and the surrounding 
land under government control.

The local authorities in Ayodhya 
are equally adamant that the court 
ruling will be upheld.

"The court verdict is very clear -- 
no ceremony is to be allowed any
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Battle line drawn at Ayodhya
Police, Hindu hardliners brace for showdown today  

M ANWARUL HAQ 

Assistant Secretary General of the 
United Nations Hafiz Pasha has 
said Bangladesh has failed in its 
goal for poverty alleviation despite 
making some significant progress in 
economic and social sectors.

In an interview with The Daily 
Star, Pasha, who is also director of 
Regional Bureau for Asia and 
Pacific of the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP), said: "Bangla-
desh must strongly pursue its pov-
erty alleviation schemes with a 
spec ia l  f ocus  on  p ro -poor  
programmes."

He said the UN would continue 
supporting Bangladesh in the 
implementation of its poverty reduc-
tion strategy.

Pasha said poverty is a serious 
problem and half the world's popula-
tion live below the poverty level. The 

UN, he said, has kept poverty reduc-
tion at the top of its agenda and 
plans to reduce it further by 2015.

Pasha is now here on a ten-day 
trip during which he will visit some 
UNDP projects and hold meetings 
with senior government officials. 

His itinerary includes a two-day 
cluster meeting of UNDP officials 
from nine countries.

This is for the first time that 
Dhaka was selected as a venue for 
holding a cluster meeting of the 
UNDP.

Incidentally the UNDP has one of 
its largest operational presence in 
Bangladesh.

Pasha hoped that Bangladesh 
could be developed as a regional 
hub for coordinating certain activi-
ties of the United Nations.

He said the UNDP wants to 
support the development activities 
in some less developed areas in the 
country. As part of the plan, Pasha 
will visit Rangamati during his 
current tour to see what support the 
UNDP could give for the develop-
ment of the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Pasha said the UNDP wanted to 
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Bangladesh has failed in its 
poverty alleviation goals
UN Asst Secy-Gen Hafiz Pasha tells  

Fajr 5-15 5-50
Juma  12-15 1-20
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Maghrib 6-10 6-15
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SHAIKH NAZRUL ISLAM

While the Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) and the Awami League 
(AL) continue to blame each other 
for drastic deterioration of law and 
order, murder figures since the 
country's independence clearly 
indicate that it is a fallout of bad 
governance.

When in power, neither the BNP 
nor the AL has ever addressed the 
problem realistically. Instead, each 
introduced a 'black law' during their 
tenure in the government -- the Anti-
terrorism Act, 1992 and the Public 
Safety Act, 2000.

Both these laws were applied 
more against political rivals rather 
than criminals and, therefore, had 
no positive impact on the overall 
crime scenario.

Crucial aspects of governance 
were, meanwhile, ignored. For 
instance, police reforms with 
enhanced logistic and personnel 
supports remain a far cry, and so do 
judicial reforms.

The prime indicator of crime 
trend -- incidence of murder -- has 
gradually increased over the last 
three decades with the exception of 
the first four years after independ-
ence.

Police records show the number 
of murders took a significant turn in 
1986 and then in 1996. Now, the 
post-1996 figures clearly show an 
upward trend. Other types of crime 
such as robbery, repression on 
women and children, mugging, 
abduction and extortion have also 
demonstrated upward curves.

"If we are to believe Sheikh 
Hasina and Khaleda Zia's views on 
crimes, we should hold both the AL 
and the BNP responsible," com-
mented a retired police official.

The number of killing in 1972 was 

5,968 in 1972. It was 2,577 in 1973, 
2,782 in 1974 and 2,665 in 1975. 
The figures slid below the 2,000-
mark in 1976 (1,935) and remained 
there till 1986.

The figure was the lowest in 1978 
when 1,623 murders were reported. 
In 1982 there were 1,769 murders.

The number of murders crossed 
the 2,000-mark again in 1986, when 
police recorded 2,178 murders. In 
1996, it crossed the 3,000-mark 
(3,131) with an increase of 500 from 
the previous year. In 2000 and 2001, 
the trend continued, with 3,267 and 

3,660 murders respectively.
The situation continues to deteri-

orate, while successive govern-
ments keep blaming the opposition 
for the law and order downslide.

After a series of bomb attacks in 
the late-1990s, the AL government 
blamed its rightist opposition for the 
deterioration of law and order.

However, no substantive action 
was taken to punish the criminals, 
although exchange of allegations 
heated up.

The-then opposition, led by the 
BNP, on the other hand, took politi-
cal leverage of the AL's failure to 
improve law and order and exten-
sively used the issue in its 2001 
election campaign.

After the elections, people hoped 
that the BNP-led alliance govern-
ment would take serious measures 
against crime. However, records 
show continuation of the law and 
order downslide, precipitated fur-
ther by unprecedented repression 
on the minority.

There have been reports of 
repression and arrest of AL leaders 
and activists since the four-party 
combine came to power. They could 
not even hold meetings, except in 
front of their central office at the 
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It boils down to bad governance 

NEWS ANALYSIS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

A final-year BA student of Titumir 
College was gunned down yester-
day and another young man was 
slaughtered in separate incidents in 
the city yesterday.

Armed terrorists shot dead 
Ashrafuzzamn Talukder Bappi, 24, 
a final year student of BA honours, 
at Noorjahan Road in the city's 
Mohammadpur area at about 
8:30am yesterday.   

The killers went to the victim's 
residence at D/1, F3 Noorjahan 
Road looking for his brother-in-law, 
Sovon. But Ashraf came out of his 
residence and told the killers that 
Sovon was not there, according to 
police. 

The armed men then got angry 
and shot Ashraf in the chest, belly, 
hand and legs. The killers left the 
spot leaving him critically injured, 
police added.

He was rushed to the Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) 
where the on-duty doctors declared 
him dead at about 10:30am.

Police said the terrorists might be 
looking for Sovon for his alleged 
involvement in the Wednesday's 
killing of Parvez Lablu. Lablu was 
gunned down following internal feud 
in front of Mahila College at 
Tejkunipara in the city's Tejgaon 
area.

In another incident, the body of a 
young man, Shahin, 30, who was 
shot during a shoot out at Mohakhali 
on Tuesday night, was found in a 
pond at the Institute of Public Health 
Mosque at Mohakhali in the city 
yesterday.

Local people found the bullet-
riddled body at about 3:45am. 
Police said he might have been shot 
during a gunfight in which a young 
man, Zakir Hossain, was killed on 
Tuesday night. The body was sent 
to the DMCH morgue for autopsy. 

In yet another incident, Sumon, 
succumbed to his injuries at the 
DMCH Wednesday night after being 
severely beaten by employees of a 
restaurant at Gabtoli.

Three killed in city

SHAHIDUL ISLAM from Chittagong 

A perennial water crisis continues to plague the life of about four million 
people of the port city with the authorities concerned yet to take necessary 
steps to resolve the problem.

With the summer ahead, the crisis is already deepening. Asked about 
this, Chittagong WASA simply comes up with the same ready made explana-
tion, saying efforts are on to reduce the wide gap between the demand and 
supply of water and end the suffering of city dwellers. 

The areas now facing a severe water crisis are Lalkhan Bazaar, North 
Agrabad, Halishahar, Patenga, Pahartali, Chawkbazar, Kazirdewri, 
Khalifapatti, Dewanbazar, Anderkilla, Bakalia, Baluardighirpar, Korbanigonj, 
Masterpool, Firingee Bazaar, Momin Road, Kapashgola, Katalgonj, 
Askerdighi, Nasirabad and Panchlaish.

A very common scene in the areas now is men and women queuing for 
hours with piled up pitchers and buckets to collect water from WASA supply 
points. 

Dr Zakia, a resident of the thickly populated Anderkilla area, narrated to 
this correspondent her experience last week. " My school-going kid and I 
could not have a shower in almost two days as there was no water supply. 
Now, imagine our plight."

While the physician's problem was for two days, elderly housewife 
Zobeda Khatun  of Baluardighirpar area has a different experience. "My 
problem is almost a permanent one. So I have decide not to make any com-
plaint to the authorities concerned. I know that I have to live with it," she 
regretted. 

Sources said the WASA at present supplies only 40 million gallons of 
w a t e r  
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Port city in severe
water crisis

Next hearing of
sedition case
against 
Shahriar
on April 15
COURT CORRESPONDENT

The chief metropolitan magistrate's 
court, Dhaka, yesterday fixed April 
15 for next hearing of the sedition 
case against Shahriar Kabir.

Magistrate Kazi Meraj Hossain 
passed the order at about 11.00 AM.

Shahriar Kabir along with his 
lawyers -- Barrister Shawkat Ali 
Khan, Advocate Khondaker Abdul 
Mannan and Zead-al Mahim 
appeared before the court and 
prayed for fixing the date of hearing.

Shahriar Kabir was arrested at 
Zia International Airport on his return 
from Kolkata on November 22 last 
year. Police also seized some video 
cassettes from him.

A sedition case was filed against 
Shahriar Kabir with the CMM's court, 
Dhaka on December 8 last year.

Meanwhile, the metropolitan 
sessions judge's court, Dhaka on 
Wednesday stayed order for screen-
ing of the video cassettes seized 
from Shahriar till April 2.

The court passed the order 
following criminal  revision submit-
ted by the defence lawyers.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Dr Sultana Shamim Chowdhury, 
wife of AFM Bahauddin Nasim, has 
alleged that her husband was 
severely tortured by 'investigators' in 
clear violation of the United Nations 
declaration on human rights.

 "I found marks of inhuman 
torture in different parts of his body 
including left eye. He is not even 
able to stand up and walk properly," 
she said.

Dr Sultana made the allegation at 
a press conference at the Jatiya 
Press Club yesterday. She met 
Nasim, who is special assistant to 
Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina, 
i n  D h a k a  C e n t r a l  J a i l  o n  
Wednesday. Other members of her 
family were also present at the press 
conference.

Nasim was arrested from Zia 
International Airport prior to his 
departure for the US on the night of 
February 28. Initially he was 
charged 
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Wife alleges 
torture on 
Nasim

Proshika staff 
detained for 
one month
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Two arrested Proshika staff were 
given one month's detention by the 
District Magistrate's Court, Dhaka 
yesterday.

The magistrate passed the order 
following a petition by the Home 
Ministry, seeking detention order.

On Monday night, Dhanmondi  
police arrested Omar Tareq 
Chowdhury, deputy director of 
Proshika and Ajharul Haque, a 
messenger of the same NGO.

They were produced before the 
CMM's Court, Dhaka and shown 
arrested under Section 54 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).

Police also prayed for a 10-day 
remand. But the court rejected the 
remand prayer.

Ashura on
March 25
BSS, Dhaka

The holy Ashura will be observed on 
March 25, the National Moon 
Sighting Committee announced 
yesterday.

The decision was taken at a 
meeting of the committee with 
Religious Affairs Secretary Khwaza 
Abdur Rahman in the chair.

Sayed Ashraf Ali, Director 
General of the Islamic Foundation, 
Mulana Obaidul Hoque, Khatib of 
Baitul Mukarram National Mosque 
and members of the committee 
were present in the meeting.

The Hijri new year will begin on 
March 16, the release added.

Ahad Chy gets
ad-interim
bail in
criminal case
COURT CORRESPONDENT

The Metropolitan Sessions Judge's 
Court, Dhaka yesterday granted ad-
interim bail to Prof Abdul Ahad 
Chowdhury in a criminal case.

Judge Ahmed Jamil Mostafa 
granted bail to former chairman of 
Bangladesh Muktijuddha till April 1 
upon a bond of Central Command 
Council. Tk 30,000 with two guaran-
tors.

The High Court on February 18 
directed the accused to surrender 
before the Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge's Court, Dhaka within four 
weeks from the date of issuing the 
order.

Ahad Chowdhury was present in 
the court and sought anticipatory 
bail.

The court also asked police not to 
harass or arrest the accused during 
the period.

As per the directive, Ahad 
Chowdhury surrendered before the 
judge's court yesterday.

It was alleged that on February 3 
last year former Awami League MP, 
Alhaj Mockbul Hossain, Abdul Ahad 
Chowdhury and 80 others attacked 
the Jame Arabia Madrassah under 
Mohammadpur thana in the city and 
looted valuables worth about Tk 10 
lakh from the Madrassah.

Later, Hafez Mohammad Jahid 
Hossain, filed a criminal case with 
Mohammadpur thana on January 17 
accusing 70 people, including 
Mockbul Hossain and Ahad 
Chowdhury.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Armed muggers snatched cash and 
other valuables from a senior 
reporter of The Daily Star at 
Shahbagh in the city's Ramna area 
yesterday evening.

A gang of four encircled the auto-
rickshaw by which Senior Staff 
Reporter Al Amin was heading for 
his office. The auto-rickshaw got 
stuck in a traffic jam on the Kazi 
Nazrul Islam Avenue in front of the 
Daily Manob Jamin office at about 
7.00pm. 

The muggers took away Tk 
1,500, his identity card, an ATM card 
and important documents at 
knifepoint. 

Incidentally, this is the third time 
that Al-Amin has been mugged on 
the same road. 

Mugging incidents are common 
in the area and an organised gang is 
allegedly behind the crime. 

Daily Star 
reporter 
robbed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Nine alleged dacoits were beaten to death in 
Narayanganj, Manikganj and Jessore districts in the 
early hours of yesterday. Of them, four were beaten to 
death in Bandar upazila of Narayanganj, two in Singair 
upazila of Manikganj and the rest three in Sadar upazila 
of Jessore.

Our Correspondent from N'ganj reports: Four alleged 
dacoits were killed in mob beating at Nayanagar village 
in Bandar upazila in the early hours of yesterday.

Witnesses said a gang of 20 armed dacoits stormed 
into the house of one Abdul Malek at village Nayanagar 
at around 1 am and looted cash and valuables, confining 
the family members in a room at gunpoint. 

The gang also stabbed Malek and his wife Aklima 
and beat up other members of the family.

At one stage, one of the family members named 
Shahnaz managed to flee and informed the neighbours 
of the incident.

 On information, some of their neighbours rushed to 
the local mosque and urged the villagers on the mike to 
resist the dacoits.

Hearing the appeal, hundreds of villagers rushed to 
the spot and chased the dacoits.

The dacoits opened fire on the villagers and hurled 
bombs at them, leaving at least 30 injured.

The villagers chased the dacoits for half a kilometre, 
caught four of the gang and beat them to death.

Abdul Malek said that the dacoits looted Tk 25000, 
gold ornaments and other valuables by breaking open 
an almirah and a showcase.

Senior police officials visited the spot yesterday.
UNB adds: Two alleged dacoits were killed in mob 

beating at Ramnagar village in Singair upazila in the 
early hours of yesterday.

Police said the armed dacoits, numbering about 20, 
entered the house of one Nazimuddin at 3.30 am and 
started beating the inmates. Hearing screams the 
villagers rushed to the spot and caught two of the gang.

They beat them mercilessly, killing the two, identified 
as Alimuddin, 30, and Motin, 35, on the spot.

In Jessore, three alleged robbers were beaten to 
death at Boladanga village in Sadar upazila early yes-
terday.

Locals said the dacoits numbering about seven 
opened fire on the villagers as they tried to resist them 
(dacoits).

The villagers managed to catch three dacoits -- Ali 
Hossain, 38, Wahed Ali, 40, and an unidentified man 
aged about 35, and beat them to death.

The dacoits entered the village at about 1 am. 
S e n s i n g  
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9 alleged robbers beaten
to death in 3 districts

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Speakers on the concluding day of a 
seminar on 'Post-September 11 
Society' felt that international terror-
ism could be eliminated only by 
following democratic practices, 
ensuring rule of law and ensuring 
human rights.

 They felt that a global 
campaign against terrorism should 
have an agreed framework and a 
new international convention for 
containing terrorism should be 
drawn up.

 The two-day seminar on 
"Post-September 11 Society: Ideals 
and Challenges" was organised 
jointly by the Bangladesh Institute of 
International and Strategic Studies 
(BIISS) and the American Center of 
the US Embassy at the BIISS audi-
torium yesterday. Law Minister 
Moudud Ahmed addressed it as 
chief guest.

 Two major presentations 
were made on the day. The first 
keynote paper was presented by 
Justice K M Hasan, judge of he 
Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court, while in the second session 
Prof Christopher Harmon, director, 
Command and Staff College, 
Marine Corps University of the US, 
presented a paper in the second 
session.

 Dr  Kamal  Hossa in ,  
former foreign minister, moderated 
the session on "A Secure Society." 
while Major General Moinul Hussain 
Chowdhury, former advisor to the 
caretaker government, moderated 
the session on "A Just Society."

 Moudud Ahmed said one 
of the main challenges confronting 
the nations following the terror 

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Ensure rule of 
law to eliminate 
terrorism, 
seminar urges

Murder in custody

SI jailed for
10yrs, 9 others
for life
in Natore
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

The Additional District and Sessions 
Judge Court, Natore yesterday 
sentenced a police sub-inspector 
(SI) to ten years vigorous imprison-
ment and nine others to life term in 
connection with the murder of a 
youth in police custody in Shingra.

The court also fined SI Abdul Awal 
Tk 3000, in default, to suffer another 
three months RI.

Those sentenced to life term are: 
Nurul Islam, Korban Ali, Yakub Ali, 
Shahjahan Ali, Abdur Razzak, 
Sobhan, Nazrul Islam, Jamal Uddin 
and Fatik.

According to prosecution story, 
on the night of July 23, 1994, a group 
of people in collusion with SI Abdul 
Awal entered Shingra police station 
and stabbed Aftab Ali of Koyakhas 
village in thana hajat.
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