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AFP, Paris

Europe's three-way tug of war for 
Champions League glory could 
leave one of the continent's most 
famous names on the season 
scrapheap as two-time continental 
kings Juventus prepare to fight for 
their lives. 

The Turin giants have not man-
aged to find the key to success in 
Europe's premier club competition 
since 1996, losing consecutive 
finals in the two following years. 

On Tuesday their fate may prove 
not to be in their own hands, even if 
they can win at German league 
leaders Bayer Leverkusen. 

That's because Arsenal and 
Deportiva La Coruna have been 
making the biggest waves in the 
group, the English and Spanish 
hopefuls both on seven points from 
their four matches to date. 

Arsenal host "Super Depor" in a 
match of two sides who could con-
ceivably land a treble of league title, 
Champions League and domestic 
cup this season and were the 
Spaniards to poach a draw in 
London they would be favoured to 
wrap up their safe passage with a 
home win over Leverkusen in their 
final game. 

Juve would then be left to play 
catch-up with the Gunners in the 
Delle Alpi stadium hoping that they 
could take full advantage of 
Arsenal's poor record on their recent 
European ravels. 

Arsenal, who perversely can do 
little wrong in the Premiership away 
from home, know that a win will 
guarantee a place in the last eight - 
vital if they are to keep their galaxy 
of stars happy by commandeering a 
place at Europe's top table and 
making a real challenge for silver-
ware. 

Arsene Wenger's side may be on 
a current hot streak but their failure 
to lift a trophy since their 1998 
league-FA Cup double has caused 
some itchy feet with stars such as 
Patrick Vieira constantly linked with 
a move to the likes of Real Madrid. 

Deportivo beat Arsenal in Spain 
earlier in the campaign and having 
won at Old Trafford on their travels 
this season Javier Irureta's side 
cannot be underestimated - still less 
so after winning the Spanish Cup at 
the Bernabeu stadium last week to 
wreck Real Madrid's centenary 
celebrations. 

Delirious Depor fans sang "Feliz 
Cumpleanos" (Happy Birthday) all 
the louder Wednesday as they 
cocked a snook at Madrid's finest 
and lifted the Cup for only the sec-
ond time - prompting an inevitable 
response from Irureta. 

"Perhaps now people should 
start to talk about us doing the 
treble," he said after puncturing 
Real's dreams of doing the same. 

Deportivo's wasteful draw 
against Rayo Vallecano at the 
weekend - albeit with a team-ful of 
reserves - means they are facing a 
struggle to get back into the 
Champions League if they fail to lift 
the trophy and they now trail leaders 
Valencia by five points. 

The Galicians are hoping not to 
suffer the same fate as Valencia, 
who missed out this time round 
despite having made the last two 
Champions League finals. 

Wenger knows equally well that 
the title of 'nearly men' could 
become one just as easily associ-

ated with his own men, a point 
behind Manchester United in the 
Premiership with a game in hand  - 
hence the importance of the three 
points Tuesday. 

Veteran defender Lee Dixon 
says the team will not be found 
wanting. 

"From a team point of view, when 
everybody is fit and available we 
have got the best chance of winning 
this competition this season," he 
told the club's official website. 

"The squad is well adapted for it, 
we've got cover in all positions and 
lots of experience." 

But Deportivo defender Lionel 
Scaloni warns that the Spaniards' 
autumn win at Old Trafford and the 
Spanish Cup success over Real 
were no fluke. 

"We believed in ourselves 
because we beat Manchester 
United at Old Trafford earlier this 
season by playing in the same way." 

Arsenal are thus forewarned. 
Juve have the greater pressure, 

however, with their three points to 
make up on the leading pair. 

A l t hough  t hey  swamped  
Leverkusen in Italy they will be 
destabilised by the loss with a thigh 
strain of French defender Lilian 
Thuram suffered in Saturday's draw 
with Inter Milan. 

Coach Marcello Lippi may further 
have to shuffle the pack up front as 
Alessandro Del Piero has a dam-
aged ankle and freescoring 
Frenchman David Trezeguet has a 
twisted knee which makes him 
doubtful. 

Leverkusen are a point clear of 
Dortmund in the Bundesliga after 
seeing off Cottbus 2-0 on Saturday 
and coach Klaus Toppmoller 
insisted before the game that "for 
this club the match against Cottbus 
is even more important than the 
Champions League match against 
Juventus." 

Yet his side are level on points 
with the Italians and thus everything 
is still to play for even if the Germans 
are bottom of the group on goal 
difference. 

In Group C, Real, going for a 
ninth continental crown, are already 
through ahead of facing Sparta 
Prague of the Czech Republic. 

Vicente del Bosque's men won in 
Porto with several first-teamers out 
and the reserves - although they 
would no doubt walk into most other 
sides - are set for another outing as 
Real look to make it five wins out of 
five ahead of meeting Barcelona in 
the Liga next week. 

That could mean a rare start for 
E n g l a n d  w i n g e r  S t e v e  
McManaman. 

Porto, chasing a first win, host 
Panathinaikos with the Greeks 
currently enjoying a four-point lead 
over Prague ahead of hosting Real 
in their final game. 

TUESDAY FIXTURES 

Group C 
Real Madrid (Spa) v Sparta 

Prague (Cze) 
FC Porto (Por) v Panathinaikos 

(Gre) 

Group D 
Arsenal (Eng) v Deportiva La 

Coruna (Spa) 
Bayer Leverkusen (Ger) v 

Juventus (Ita) 

Nesta sorry for
horror show
AFP, Rome

Lazio defender Alessandro Nesta 
admitted Sunday night's Roman 
derby with AS Roma had been the 
worst performance of his career on 
the day that it was reported that he 
had come under the scrutiny of 
Manchester United manager Sir 
Alex Ferguson. 

Nesta was replaced by coach 
Alberto Zaccheroni at half-time 
during the 5-1 thrashing by Roma 
after being responsible for all three 
first-half goals by Roma striker 
Vincenzo Montella who ended up 
with four goals. 

For the first and third goals Nesta 
allowed Montella to beat him to 
head goals while for the second - 
although he had a big head start - he 
seemed to freeze, allowing Montella 
to make up yards of ground to stab 
home a rebound. 

Nesta admitted he had lost the 
plot, saying: "I want to apologise to 
all of Lazio's fans. This evening my 
mind was just not on the job. I was all 
over the place and this was the 
worst game of my life. 

"It was good that I was taken off. 
We decided it together, myself and 
the coach. But let's not make a 
drama of it: it won't happen again." 

Zaccheroni felt the player had 
been unsettled by the transfer talk, 
saying: "The transfer rumours did 
not do Nesta any good even though 
it is something he will have to get 
used to." 

Italian international Nesta is, 
barring injury, a certain starting 
member of Giovanni Trapattoni's 
Italy World Cup team in a three-man 
defensive unit that features Nesta in 
the  cent re ,  Parma 's  Fab io  
Cannavaro on the right and AC 
Milan's Paolo Maldini on the left. 

Press reports earlier Sunday 
said that Sir Alex had identified 
Nesta as the man to fill the defen-
sive void left at United by Dutchman 
Jaap Stam, ironically now Nesta's 
team-mate at Lazio. 

Stam's United replacement 
Laurent Blanc, who is French, will 
quit football at the end of the sea-
son. 

Club skipper Nesta has spent his 
entire career at Lazio and, as a 
native Roman, is idolised by sup-
porters but recently club president 
Sergio Cragnotti admitted the club's 
need to balance the books may 
force him to sell him with United, 
Juventus and Real Madrid thought 
to be among the candidates. 

French Cup
Monaco join 
PSG
on way out
AFP, Paris

Aristocrats Monaco were dumped 
out of the French Cup by Second 
Division strugglers Nimes on 
Sunday, the minnows winning their 
quarter-final on penalties after a 1-1 
draw. 

That result came hot on the heels 
of Paris Saint Germain's shock 1-0 
home defeat to Lorient on Saturday. 

The two shocks left three modest 
top-flight sides - Bastia, Sedan and 
Lorient - and Nimes in the semi-final 
draw. 

Didier Deschamps' Monaco side 
will now almost certainly miss out on 
European quaification for a second 
consecutive year after a previous 
26-year spell of always qualifying. 

And PSG must hang on to third 
place in the league if they are to 
achieve their minimum target of a 
Champions League berth. 

AFP, Milan

A superb display of goalscoring by 
Vincenzo Montella saw champions 
AS Roma thrash Lazio 5-1 in the 
Rome derby at the Olympic Stadium 
Sunday to move joint top of the 
Italian First Division with Inter Milan. 

Italian international Montella 
bagged four as his team routed their 
arch-rivals to move level with Inter, 
who had shared a 2-2 draw with 
Juventus on Saturday night at the 
San Siro to stay a point clear of their 
visitors from Turin. 

But Inter are now joined at the 
summit by a Roma side who lead by 
a goal on goal difference although 
that is a purely academic advantage 
as any two teams who finish the 
season level on points at the top will 
play off for the Scudetto. 

Montella's magic night began 
with a first-half hat-trick - two head-
ers and a rebound - which gave 
Roma a 3-0 interval lead. 

Yugoslav midfielder Dejan 
Stankovic briefly raised hopes of a 
Lazio comeback when he scored 
early in the second period but then 
Montella killed the match with a well-
taken fourth before Francesco Totti 
rounded off the scoring. 

Roma boss Fabio Capello said: 
"We played exceptional football 
especially in the first half. In my time 
with Roma I have rarely seen us 
play like that, we hardly put a foot 
wrong throughout the match. I am 
absolutely delighted with them all." 

Lazio coach Alberto Zaccheroni, 
who sidestepped questions about 
whether his job was in jeopardy, 
said: "We just have to put this game 
behind us and congratulate Roma 
who were a formidable side tonight." 

Elsewhere Sunday Bologna beat 
AC Milan 2-0 to consolidate their 
grip on fourth place and a possible 
berth in the preliminary round of 
next season's Champions League. 

First-half goals from Salvatore 
Fresi and Julio Cruz saw Bologna 
distance themselves from sixth-
placed Milan. 

After just three minutes of a 
match at Bologna delayed by traffic 
problems Fresi headed home a 
rebound after Giuseppe Signori's 
deflected freekick struck the bar to 
give the hosts a flying start. 

And Bologna doubled up when 
in-form Argentinian Cruz rounded 
Milan goalkeeper Christian Abbiati 
before scoring. 

"We are not in the Champions 
League yet," warned Bologna coach 
Francesco Guidolin. "But it is in our 
own hands now and if we keep our 
nerve and our concentration we will 
obtain our reward." 

"To say it's a catastrophe is an 
exaggeration," said AC Milan coach 
Carlo Ancelotti. 

"It's not over yet but we can't 
afford any more mistakes." 

Fifth-placed Chievo also lost 
ground on Bologna although after 
having Christian Manfredini sent off 
they did well to get a 2-2 draw 
against Torino at the Stadio Delle 
Alpi. 

Manfredini was dismissed for a 
petulant swipe at  Gianluca 
Commotto shortly after Bernardo 
Corradi had put Chievo in front. 

Experienced Torino striker 
Marco Ferrante squared the match 
and after Corradi bagged a second 
for Chievo it was Riccardo Maspero 
who netted Torino's second 
equaliser from a freekick. 

Piacenza boosted their hopes of 
staying up with a 2-0 victory over 
Perugia. 

Defender Eusebio Di Francesco 
opened the scoring and victory was 
sealed by Dario Hubner's 21st of the 
season, a goal that extends his lead 
at the top of the division's 
goalscoring charts. 

At Verona it was a tale of two 
penalties. Parma's prolific striker 
Marco Di Vaio had his early effort 
saved by Verona goalkeeper 

Fabrizio Ferron while Verona took 
full advantage when their Romanian 
forward Adrian Mutu converted his 
for a 1-0 win. 

Bottom club Venezia's plight 
looks hopeless after a 2-1 home 
defeat by fellow strugglers Brescia. 

Uruguayan midfielder Federico 
Magallanes gave the Venice-based 
outfit the lead but after the interval a 
Federico Giunti penalty and a goal 
from Chilean player Jimenez 
Salgado gave Brescia the points. 

Brescia coach Carlo Mazzone 
was far from satisfied, saying: "We 
are in big trouble and if we want to 
get out of it we will have to play 
better than we did today." 

Fausto Rossini and Alex Pinardi 
gave Atalanta a 2-0 first-half lead at 
Bergamo against fellow strugglers 
Lecce. 

Lecce defender Bruno Cirillo 
pulled one back but the 2-1 defeat 
leaves the southerners in big trou-
ble. 

Fiorentina drew 0-0 at home to 
Udinese, a result that leaves the 
Florence club  looking doomed 
while the visitors from Udine are 
themselves perilously close to the 
drop zone. 

Saturday's clash between Inter 
and Juve at the San Siro proved a 
thriller with Inter's Dutch midfielder 
Clarence Seedorf the star per-
former. 

After Seedorf's spectacular 
opener goals from Frenchman 
David Trezeguet and Croatian 
substitute Igor Tudor looked set to 
give Juventus top spot before 
Seedorf levelled the scores at 2-2 in 
injury time with a fine 30-metre shot. 

AFP, London

R a m p a n t  C h e l s e a  j o i n e d  
Middlesbrough and Fulham in the 
last four of the FA Cup Sunday after 
thumping neighbours Tottenham 4-
0 in a bruising London derby at 
White Hart Lane. 

Frenchman William Gallas' first 
goal for Chelsea set the Blues on 
their way and a double strike from 
Iceland's Eidur Gudjohnsen 
sandwiched former England inter-
national Graeme Le Saux's effort to 
complete the rout. 

Victory was sweet for Chelsea 
who in January were knocked out of 
the League Cup by Spurs at the 
semi-final stage after losing 5-1. 

Le Saux turned from hero to 
villain 13 minutes from time in front 
of England coach Sven-Goran 
Eriksson who was watching from 
the stands. 

The tenacious defender may 
have scuppered his slim World Cup 
chances as question marks were 
once again raised over his tempera-
ment following a needless 77th-
minute dismissal for the use of an 
elbow. 

Chelsea's reward was a local 
derby semi against west London 
neighbours Fulham on April 14. 

Jean Tigana's Premiership 
newcomers booked their place in 
the last four with a hard-earned 

away win over First Division West 
Bromwich Albion at the Hawthorns. 

A Steve Marlet goal headed Jean 
Tigana's side into the next round, 
the French international striker 
leaping high to nod home a freekick 
from compatriot Steed Malbranque 
on 47 minutes. 

Fulham's victory leaves them on 
course for a repeat of their 1975 FA 
Cup final appearance, when they 
were beaten by West Ham. 

Earlier Sunday, Middlesbrough 
booked their semi-final place with a 
comprehensive 3-0 win over fellow 
Premiership strugglers Everton at 
the Riverside Stadium. 

That win threw up a possible 
nor theastern derby against  
Newcastle - if the Magpies can first 
beat Arsenal in their quarter-final 
replay at Highburg following 
Saturday's 1-1 draw at St. James' 
Park. 

But the performance of the day 
belonged to Chelsea, who ran riot at 
White Hart Lane. 

Goal hero Gudjohnsen admitted 
Chelsea had been keen to settle a 
score against Spurs following their 
League Cup humiliation earlier this 
season. 

"I think everyone knew we 
wanted revenge," said Gudjohnsen. 
"The first-half was especially com-
petitive. 

"We got 1-0 up but in the last 15 
minutes of the first-half we came 

under a lot of pressure. It was impor-
tant to go in ahead at the interval." 

Gudjohnsen's striker partner 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink said the 
5-1 drubbing at Spurs was all the 
motivation Chelsea needed. 

"We were well prepared and we 
were up for it," he said. "We were 
prepared for everything." 

Chelsea drew first blood with 
Gallas firing home from close range 
after 12 minutes. 

Hasselbaink's inswinging corner 
from the left was only palmed away 
by Spurs' goalkeeper Neil Sullivan 
and Mario Melchiot knocked the ball 
back across a crowded six-yard box 
for Gallas to tap in. 

Gudjohnsen doubled the visitors' 
advantage three minutes into the 
second half. Le Saux launched a 
long ball forwards and Gudjohnsen 
cleverly broke the offside trap for a 
clear run at goal, drawing Sullivan 
and knocking the ball through his 
legs and into the net. 

Six minutes later Le Saux fired 
home the third after Tim Sherwood 
got caught in possession, the 
Chelsea man drilling home into the 
corner. 

Gudjohnsen grabbed his second 
and Chelsea's fourth in the 66th 
minute after Jesper Gronkjaer 
touched Le Saux's clearance into 
Gudjohnsen's path and he ran the 
length of the Spurs half before 
slipping the ball under Sullivan. 

At the Riverside three goals in 
seven minutes towards the end of 
the first-half gave 'Boro a command-
ing 3-0 interval lead with Noel 
Whelan, Slovakian striker Szilard 
Nemeth and former England star 
Paul Ince all finding the target. 

The home side were gifted the 
opening goal in the 35th minute 
when Everton goalkeeper Steve 
Simonsen and Alessandro Pistone 
collided to give Whelan an empty 
goal to aim at. 

Croatian international Alen 
Boksic then saw his shot deflected 
onto the crossbar into the path of 
Nemeth, who headed home from a 
yard out to make it 2-0. 

Three minutes from the break 
Ince, who had been abused by 
Everton's fans for his time spent at 
Merseyside rivals Liverpool, 
silenced the travelling support by 
notching the third after Simonsen 
had parried Boksic's shot. 

Ince, who outshone former 
England teammate Paul Gascoigne 
in midfield, said the game was all 
over by the break. 

"We killed the game off by half-
time," he said. "We were a bit sloppy 
in the second half and they could 
have scored two or three goals but 
at the end of the day the game was 
probably dead after the first 45 
minutes. 

AFP, Madrid

Valencia will not win many awards 
for entertaining football this season, 
but they have a bigger prize in mind, 
and moved a step closer to their first 
Spanish championship since 1971 
with a 2-0 win over Sevilla on 
Sunday. 

Valencia took the initiative 
against a dour Sevilla side content 
to defend, but their patient fans had 
to wait until the 66th minute before 
Juan Sanchez almost leapt out of 
his boots to connect with a Kily 
Gonzalez cross, and find the net 
with a header. 

Sanchez, at a mere 1.72 metres, 
was dwarfed by his partner up front 
on Sunday, the giant Norwegian 
international striker John Carew, 
who is 22 centimetres taller. 

The scrappy game saw both 
teams end with 10 men. 

Ten yellow cards and two reds 
were dished out, the last one to 
Valencia midfielder Miguel Angel 
Angulo, who scored Valencia's 
second goal two minutes into injury 
time and then only moments later 
was given his marching orders for 
his over-zealous celebrations. 

Valencia coach Rafa Benitez 
voiced his disgust with the dismissal 
of Angulo. 

"The referee showed how much 
feeling he had for this game, doing 
something like that in injury time," 
said Benitez. 

The victory gives Valencia 53 
points from 29 games, one more 
than Real Madrid, who maintained 
their position in second place with 
an emphatic 3-0 victory over 
Villarreal on Saturday. 

Celta Vigo kept up their chal-
lenge for a place in European next 
season with a 4-2 win at Valladolid 
to move up to sixth, helped by a hat-
trick from their Brazilian-born 
Spanish international Catanha. 

The Galician visitors took an 
ea r l y  l ead  th rough  Serg io  
Fernandez, before his namesake 
Fernando Fernandez equalised for 
Valladolid after 32 minutes, heading 
home a Tote Lopez free kick. 

Catanha then struck twice before 
Celta were reduced to 10 men after 
68 minutes, when defender 
Fernando Caceres was sent off 
after getting his second yellow card. 

A minute later, Fernando got his 
second goal from the penalty spot 
after Celta defender Sebastian 
Mendez had handled the ball. 

However, Valladolid dreams of 
salvaging a point from the match 
were to be short-lived as Catanha 
got his third goal from close-range, 
16 minutes before the whistle, 
bringing his total to 14 for the sea-
son. 

Malaga were two ahead in 10 
minutes, thanks primarily to their 
Dutch midfielder Kiki Musampa, but 
then had to hang on desperately to 
their lead for the rest of the game, 

eventually running out 2-1 winners 
over Real Zaragoza. 

Real Mallorca eased their rele-
gation worries with a 4-2 win over 
Osasuna but had their supporters 
sitting on the edge of their seats 
throughout the match. 

The island side threw away a 
two-goal  lead, provided by 
Cameroon international Samuel 
Eto'o, who got both of Mallorca's 
early goals, before  making their 
superiority tell in the final ten min-
utes. 

Osasuna drew level early in the 
second half thanks to goals from 
Leonel Gancedo and Cesar 
Palacios but Miguel Angel Nadal 
and Paco Soler got late goals to 
enable Mallorca to put some dis-
tance between themselves and the 
relegation zone. 

Tenerife and Real Sociedad are 
still mired in the last three but it was 
the Canary island side that won the 
relegation battle between the two, 
getting a 2-0 victory in San 
Sebastian. 

Espanyol notched up their sev-
enth unbeaten game when they 
beat Athletic Bilbao 2-0, their fourth 
consecutive win in the Montjuic 
Olympic stadium. 

AFP, Berlin

Last season's Bundesliga runners-
up Schalke 04 remain in contention 
for this season's crown after scoring 
a 2-1 home win over Stuttgart on 
Sunday. 

Danish striker Ebbe Sand hit a 

last-gasp winner for the hosts as they 
followed up on their midweek 
German Cup semi-final win over 
Bayern Munich. 

The three points moved Schalke 
into fourth spot with 48 points from 26 
games - two adrift of Bayern and five 
shy of leaders Bayer Leverkusen. 

Hertha Berlin shot into the top six, 
meanwhile, after a 6-0 drubbing of 
hapless Hamburg with Belgian star 
Bart Goor on target four times. 

AFP, Glasgow

Celtic remain on course for back-to-
back Scottish Premier League titles 
after holding closest challengers 
and bitter Old Firm rivals Rangers to 
a 1-1 draw at Ibrox on Sunday. 

Bulgarian international Stilian 

Petrov gave Celtic a first-half lead 
but Arthur Numan levelled the 
scores for Rangers after the break 
with a blistering long-range drive. 

The draw maintained Celtic's 10-
point advantage and three more 
wins from seven matches will see 
Martin O'Neill's men retain their 
championship crown.

Spanish league table after Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, 
against, points): 

Valencia   29   14   11 4 35 22 53 
Real Madrid  29   15 7 7 56 31 52 
Real Betis    29   13   10 6 34 25 49 
Deportivo La Coruna  29   14 6 9 42 34 48 
Barcelona    29   13 7 9 48 28 46 
Celta Vigo    29   12   12 6 47 34 45 

Primera Liga's top six

Italian First Division table after Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost, 
goals for, against, points): 

AS Roma    26 14 11  1  40  16  53 
Inter Milan  26 15  8  3  46  23  53 
Juventus   26 14 10  2  49  21  52 
Bologna    26 13  5  8  30  26  44 
Chievo     25 11  7  7  44  37  40 
AC Milan   26  9 11  6  35  28  38 

Serie A's top six

 Serie A

Montella massacre

4-STAR MONTELLA: AS Roma striker Vincenzo Montella celebrates in trademark fashion after completing his hat-
trick against Lazio at Rome on March 10.

FA Cup

Chelsea return 
compliments!

Tottenham defender Dean Richards (C), brings down Chelsea Icelandic 
striker Eidur Gudjohnsen (L) during their FA Cup quarterfinal at White Hart 
Lane on March 10.

Juve must win 
and pray

Primera Liga

Valencia stay on course

Schalke remain
in the hunt

Bundesliga

Celtic almost there
 Scottish Premiership
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