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REUTERS, Tresopolis

Inter Milan's injury-plagued Brazil 
striker Ronaldo is raring to go after 
finishing a one-month recovery 
programme that specialists claim 
has turned him into a new player.

The former World Player of the 
Year said on Saturday he was fully 
recovered from the injuries that 
threatened to wreck a once-
spectacular career and made his 
presence at the World Cup doubtful.

"I'm in excellent condition and I'm 
ready to play," said the Inter Milan 
forward after a 90-minute training 
session at the Brazilian national 
team's complex in Teresopolis, a 
mountain resort near Rio de 

Janeiro.
"I'm dying to play again," added 

Ronaldo, who underwent two knee 
operations in two years, then suf-
fered three muscular injuries in 
quick succession after his come-
back late last year.

"This is another challenge, to 
prove wrong the people who didn't 
believe I could come back."

An eight-strong team of special-
ists from Brazil and Inter Milan - 

including doctors, a physiotherapist, 
dentist and nutritionist - have spent 
the last month effectively rebuilding 
the stricken star.

Saturday's practice, open to the 
media, consisted of sprinting 
between cones, shooting and taking 
on defenders in one-on-one situa-
tions. About 100 people, including 
staff and media, were present.

Jose Luis Runco, one of the 
doctors on the team, said the 25-
year-old had undergone "muscular 
reconditioning" and "physical recon-
ditioning" to get him back to full 
fitness.

Runco said one of their most 
important achievements was to 
reduce Ronaldo's body fat from 13.5 
to 8.5 percent, which he described 
as "an excellent level for a profes-
sional athlete".

"He needed to be re-conditioned, 

especially on the nutrition side," he 
said, adding that the knee was no 
longer an issue.

"He has the same possibility of 
getting injured as any other player," 
Runco said. "Ronaldo's knee was 
cured a long time ago."

Ronaldo's career, which reached 
its peak with an astonishing 1996/97 
season at Barcelona in Spain, has 
been thrown into doubt by his inabil-
ity to shrug off injuries.

The latest, a pulled muscle at the 

back of his left thigh, has sidelined 

him since December 23.

Ronaldo said he would return to 

Inter Milan on Sunday and hoped to 

be given a game by coach Hector 

Cuper as soon as possible.

"I'm training, as you have seen 

today, and it depends on him 

(Cuper). I hope he plays me as 

quickly as possible. I don't feel any 

problem. I am running and sprinting 

with much more confidence."

Ronaldo said he also wanted to 

be in Brazil's squad for the friendly 

against Yugoslavia at the end of the 

month.

Ronaldo last played for his 

country in a friendly against the 

Netherlands in October 1999.

In his absence, Brazil have gone 

into a spectacular decline, only 

narrowly managing to qualify for this 

year's World Cup.

But Ronaldo refused to be 

viewed as a potential saviour.

"The role of saviour doesn't 

exist," he said. "There are 11 players 

on the field and the reserves on the 

bench who are all in the same boat." 

AFP, Milan

Cynics who branded Inter Milan a 
one-man team were proved wrong 
Saturday as Dutch midfielder 
Clarence Seedorf donned the 
mantle of Superman that has hith-
erto almost exclusively belonged to 
team-mate Christian Vieri to snatch 
a 2-2 draw with title rivals Juventus. 

The result at the San Siro leaves 
Inter a point ahead of Juve with eight 
matches remaining although cham-
pions AS Roma were due to play 
Lazio Sunday evening in a match 
where victory would see them draw 
level with Inter. 

But on Sunday morning Seedorf 
was basking in the role of Inter 
talisman that has until now been 
played by Vieri with 18 goals in 18 
Serie A starts. 

Seedorf's two goals were sub-
lime. After six minutes he unleashed 
a fearsome volley with his left foot 
from the left hand side of the penalty 
area which flew into Gianluigi 
Buffon's top left-hand corner. 

And after goals from Frenchman 
David Trezeguet and Croatian 
substitute Igor Tudor looked set to 
give Juve a 2-1 win and top spot in 
Serie A Seedorf saved his best for 
stoppage time. 

The Juve supporters were 
already hailing victory with Inter fans 

heading towards the exit when 
Seedorf picked the ball up and 
cracked a right-footed shot from 30 
metres past Buffon. 

"They were two great goals," 
said Inter's Argentinian coach 
Hector Cuper. "He played really well 
and I did not think he had a chance 
scoring from that far out for the 
second. You have to be happy when 
you score in the 90th minute. We 
started very well but Juve were 
strong after the interval." 

Juve coach Marcello Lippi 
praised the Dutchman who never 
really shone during Lippi's ill-fated 
18-month tenure at Inter which 
ended on day one of the 2000-1 
season when he was sacked follow-
ing a defeat by Reggina. 

"Compliments to Seedorf not 
only for the two goals but also the 
way he played," said Lippi. "We had 
the scent of victory in our nostrils but 
then along came Seedorf." 

The sports press was equally 
gushing about the dreadlocked 
Dutchman. 

"A Seedorf we have never seen 
foils Juve," trumpeted Gazzetta 
dello Sport while its rival Corriere 
dello Sport bellowed: "The Festival 
of San Seedorf", in a reference to 
Italy's hugely popular San Remo 
song festival which concluded 
Saturday night. 

Both coaches agreed that the 
title was likely to be settled on the 
last day or even afterwards - in Italy 

if two teams finish level on points 
they must play a play-off regardless 
of goal difference. 

Cuper reckoned it was too close 
to call between his club, Juve and 
Roma. 

"As far as the Scudetto is con-
cerned all three teams have equal 
chances," said the Argentinian. 

Lippi remained upbeat, saying: "I 
still believe in the Scudetto and so 
do the players. We are in this right to 
the wire." 

If Inter do prevail, however, 
Seedorf's show at the San Siro will 
become part of the folklore of the 
club that has not won a champion-
ship since the 1988-89 season 
when a team coached by Giovanni 
Trapattoni and featuring German 
trio Lothar Matthaus, Jurgen 
Klinsmann and Andreas Brehme 
won the Scudetto. 

The Surinam-born player, who 
has previously played for Ajax 
Amsterdam, Sampdoria and Real 
Madrid, admitted he was pleased at 
his starring role, a rarity these days 
for the midfielder who has won 
European Cups with both Ajax and 
Real and an Intercontinental Cup 
with Real. 

"They were two good goals but I 
think my general performance was 
good too," he said. "That's the 
beauty of football - you can pull 
something like that out of the bag." 

Fergie on Nesta 
mission
AFP, London

Manchester United boss Alex 
Ferguson had travelled to Rome 
Sunday on a scouting mission to 
watch Lazio's international defender 
Alessandro Nesta, it was reported 
here. 

Ferguson is ready to offer Nesta's 
financially-troubled Serie A employ-
ers 30 million pounds for the player, a 
world record for a defender, the 
Sunday Times reported. 

Nesta, Lazio's captain and widely 
regarded as one of the finest defend-
ers in world football, has already 
been linked with Real Madrid and 
Juventus. 

However The Sunday Times said 
United and Lazio have forged close 
links since the transfers of Argentine 
Juan Sebastian Veron and Jaap 
Stam last season, 

The paper reported that Lazio still 
owe United a substantial chunk of the 
Stam transfer fee, which could be 
written off in any new deal. 

If Ferguson is impressed by 
Nesta's showing in Sunday's city 
derby with AS Roma, negotiations 
between Lazio and United are 
expected to start shortly, the paper 
added. 

Perez eyeing 
Owen
AFP, London

Real Madrid president Florentine 
Perez is used to buying only the best 
of the football market has to offer - 
and Liverpool goals machine 
Michael Owen would be no excep-
tion. 

"Owen can be one of the world's 
great players and the best players 
must play for Real Madrid," Perez 
told The News Of The World here 
Sunday. 

Perez is keen to add England 
international Owen to his presti-
gious players list at the Santiago 
Bernabeu stadium. 

Already Real have French World 
Cup winner Zinedine Zidane and 
Portugal's Luis Figo on their books, 
so the price tag attached to Owen, 
an estimated 71million dollars, is 
unlikely to scare off the free-
spending Perez. 

However Perez would not make 
his move - which he sees as a 
natural step in promoting the club's 
growing fan base - until after this 
summer's World Cup in Japan and 
South Korea. 

"In England there are two great 
players - Owen and (David) 
Beckham. However, Beckham 
plays in the same position as Luis 
Figo. 

"Geographical considerations 
are taken into account. With the 
signing of Zidane many French 
people and Arabs became Real 
Madrid fans. 

"Now I would like to sign an 
English star. Our strategy at this 
club is to incorporate one of the 
world's top players every year. 

"That (the World Cup) is very 
important for seeing players. We 
won't make a decision before the 
tournament." 

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid put behind them their 
shock at losing the Spanish Cup 
final three days ago, in front of their 
home fans and on their 100th birth-
day, with an emphatic 3-0 victory 
over Villarreal on Saturday. 

The win took Real Madrid back to 
the top of the Spanish First Division 
with 52 points from 29 matches. 

However, their lead may last less 
than 24 hours as Valencia, who 
started the weekend in first place, 
play host to Sevilla on Sundayand 
are only two points in arrears. 

"Without doubt, this match was 
even more important than next 
S a t u r d a y ' s  m a t c h  a g a i n s t  
Barcelona," commented Real coach 
Vicente del Bosque after the game. 

"If we had lost, it would have 
been a tremendous shock. The 
victory keeps us in touch with the top 
of the table and we can now go to 
the Nou Camp in a calmer frame of 
mind." 

"This was not a comfortable 
game to prepare for with all the 
outside pressures that accompa-
nied it," added Del Bosque, refering 
to all the post-mortums conducted in 
the wake of Wednesday's defeat by 
Deportivo La Coruna. 

Del Bosque also broke with his 
usual practice of the team having 
collective responsibility, for good or 
ill, and singled out Argentine inter-
national midfielder Santiago Solari 
and Spanish international striker 
Fernando Morientes for special 
praise, despite the fact that neither 
man got on the scoresheet. 

"Solari stunned me with his work 
rate, he added a new dynamism to 
this side, while Morientes never 
forgot that he's still the top scorer in 
the Spanish First Division." 

Raul Gonzalez opened the 
scoring for the defending champi-
ons, getting his 14th goal of the 
season in the 14th minute, by blast-
ing home a cross from Solari - 
deputising for the injured World 
Player of the Year Luis Figo - after 
the Argentine had robbed Villarreal 
defender Sergio Ballesteros out on 
the left wing. 

Real Madrid confirmed their 
superiority after the break, going 
further ahead when club captain 
Fernando Hierro scored from the 
spot on the hour. 

Zinedine Zidane earnt the pen-
alty after being brought down by 
Quique Alvarez, although the 
debate will go on for a long time 
about whether the foul was actually 
in the area. 

England midf ielder Steve 

McManaman added Real's third just 
three minutes later, and only two 
minutes after coming onto the pitch, 
by curling the ball spectacularly into 
the net from the dead ball line. 

Real Betis defeated fellow cham-
pionship challengers Barcelona 2-1, 
to their extend their unbeaten streak 
to ten games. 

Betis took all three points thanks 
to two goals from their impressive 
20-year-old striker Dani Martin, who 
put Betis ahead after just three 
minutes, firing home a Joaquin 
Sanchez cross on the half-volley. 

Barcelona got the goal their 
attacking play deserved after 54 
minutes when Ito Alvarez headed a 
Barcelona corner into his own net. 

However, Betis didn't panic and 
13 minutes from time Dani scored 
his second, finding the net from an 

exquisite long-range cross from 
Benjamin Zarandona. 

"Losing this match definately 
makes life more difficult if we are 
going to win the championship," 
said Barcelona coach Charly 
Rexach. 

"Although until the final whistle, I 
still thought we were going to get 
three points out of this game." 

The Catalans did almost savage 
a draw in the dying seconds of the 
game when a Carles Puyol header 
spun of the fingertips off Betis goal-
keeper Toni Prats - who otherwise 
was the Betis saviour on several 
occasions with his acrobatic saves - 
and then off the cross bar. 

Betis moved up two places to 
third, and have 49 points, after 
Deportivo were held to a 1-1 draw by 
struggling Rayo Vallecano. 

Deportivo coach Javier Irureta 
made eight changes to the side that 
won the Spanish Cup and the tactic 
seemed to be paying off when 
Walter Pandiani put the Galicians 
ahead after eight minutes, weaving 
his way past four Rayo defenders. 

However, Rayo got a share of the 
points when a Jordi Ferron glanced 
the ball off the side of the head of 
Elvir Bolic after 34 minutes, and past 
the outstretched arms of Deportivo 
goalkeeper Francisco Molina. 

Relegation-threatened Las 
Palmas got their first win in nine 
games, with a 2-1 victory over 
Alaves, who have now lost five of 
their last six outings. 

Martin Astudillo put Alaves 
ahead after 14 minutes but goals 
from Jorge Larena and Josico 
Moreno, got the cash-strapped 
Canary islanders a welcomewin. 

Zeljko Cicovic kept goal for Las 
Palmas, replacing the regular first-
choice Nacho Gonzalez. 

The Spanish football federation 
suspended Gonzalez's playing 
licence on Thursday, following the 
discovery that he had obtained his 
Italian passport with falsified docu-
ments. 

AFP, Milan

A spectacular injury-time equaliser 
from Clarence Seedorf saw Inter 
Milan snatch a 2-2 draw at home to 
Juventus Saturday at the San Siro 
to stay top of the Italian First Division 
by a single point from the visitors 
from Turin. 

Dutchman Seedorf, who had 
earlier given his side a sixth-minute 
lead with an equally spectacular 
strike, followed up with a candidate 
for goal of the season after goals 
from Frenchman David Trezeguet 
and Croatian substitute Igor Tudor 
looked set to put Juve top of Serie A. 

It also denied Juve coach 
Marcello Lippi a famous revenge 
win over the club that sacked him on 
day one of the 2000-1 season when 
Inter lost to Reggina just days after 
be ing  e l im ina ted  f rom the  
Champions League preliminary 
round by Helsingborgs of Sweden. 

However, champions AS Roma 
will join Inter at the top of the division 
if they win Sunday evening's Roman 
derby with Lazio. 

Lippi said: "It is disappointing 
because we were finishing the 
game so well. Compliments to 
Seedorf not only for the two goals 
but also the way he played. 

"I believe in the Scudetto and so 
do the players." 

Inter's Argentinian coach Hector 
Cuper said: "They were two great 
goals, he played really well and I did 
not think he had a chance scoring 
from that far out for the second. You 
have to be happy when you score in 
the 90th minute. We started very 
well but Juve were strong after the 
interval. 

"As far as the Scudetto is con-
cerned all three teams have equal 
chances." 

Seedorf's goal ensured a thrilling 
end to a match that had also started 
in thrilling mode. 

The game got off to a frantic start 
and in the first minute Juve goal-
keeper Gianluigi Buffon needed 
treatment when he injured himself, 
diving at the feet of Inter's Alvaro 
Recoba. 

Then Buffon's opposite number 
Francesco Toldo almost embar-
rassed himself when he kicked the 
ball straight to Juve's Pavel Nedved 
but the Czech international screwed 
his shot wide. 

But six minutes into the match 
Inter took the lead. An attack 
seemed to have broken down when 
Mark Iuliano headed the ball clear. 
However, the ball fell to Seedorf on 
the left side of midfield who con-
trolled it and fired a spectacular 
volley into the far corner. 

After 11 minutes it was nearly 2-0 
to Inter when Cristiano Zanetti's 
header forward beat the offside trap 
only for Inter's Colombian defender 
Ivan Cordoba, admittedly at full 

stretch, to fire wide from point-blank 
range. 

Seconds later Inter were made to 
rue that miss as Juve drew level. 
The ball was quickly moved out to 
Juve's Gianluca Zambrotta on the 
right and his pinpoint cross fell 
perfectly for Trezeguet, who made 
no mistake with a simple header for 
his 18th goal of the Serie A cam-
paign. 

I t  was thri l l ing stuff and 
Alessandro Del Piero had already 
netted seconds after referee 
Gennaro Borriello had blown for 
offside when Inter nearly went 2-1 
up after 20 minutes. 

Uruguayan Recoba got free 
down the left and centred only for 

the ball to cannon off the shin of 
Juve's French defender Lilian 
Thuram onto the post and back 
safely into the arms of Buffon. 

Thuram was spared the embar-
rassment of an own goal but imme-
diately had to leave the field injured, 
replaced by Tudor, a severe blow to 
Juve  who  had  moved  the  
Frenchman from right back to 
central defence to cover for 
Uruguayan Paolo Montero and Ciro 
Ferrara who were both unavailable. 

The second period had a 
scrappy start and within the space of 
30 seconds Borriello rejected two 
Juve appeals for a penalty against 
Inter defender Marco Materazzi. 

Just as the game appeared to be 
drifting towards a 1-1 draw Juve 
struck. 

Nedved floated in a freekick and 
an unmarked Tudor glanced his 
header inside Toldo's left-hand post. 

It looked all over but as the game 
drifted into injury time Seedorf 
struck from 30 metres with his 
swerving shot leaving Buffon 
stranded to deny Lippi a priceless 
victory and cheer the majority of the 
80,000 crowd. 

AFP, London

Premiership title-chasers Arsenal 
were held to a 1-1 draw at St James' 
Park after Newcastle dominated a 
pulsating FA Cup quarter-final on 
Saturday. 

Brazilian midfielder Edu gave 
Arsenal an early lead but French 
winger Laurent Robert levelled the 
scores seven minutes after the 
interval. 

Newcastle controlled the match 
after restoring parity but were 
unable to turn the lion's share of 
possession into further goals and 
now face a tough replay at Highbury. 

Magpies' captain Alan Shearer 
thought his side were worthy of a 
victory which would have ended 
Arsenal's hopes of emulating 
Manchester United's 1999 treble 
success. 

"We should have won - we 
believe that," he told the BBC. "We 
had a very good chance tonight to go 
through. 

"I think in the first half we mur-
dered them and got done with a 
sucker punch again (for Edu's goal). 

"But we battled on and knew the 
next goal was very important." 

Newcastle set the early pace and 
only an acrobatic save by Richard 
Wright, deputising for the rested 
David Seaman, prevented Alan 
Shearer's powerful volley from 
finding the net in a frantic opening. 

But despite starting promisingly 
Newcastle found themselves a goal 
down after 14 minutes. 

France international Sylvain 
Wiltord found space on the right 
wing and crossed low into the 
Newcastle penalty box for Edu who 
nipped in ahead of Nikos Dabizas to 
tuck the ball past Given. 

As play swung from end to end 
the home side almost drew level 
moments later. 

Peruvian midfielder Nolberto 
Solano broke down the right and 
crossed for Robert to unleash a 
volley which bounced into the the 
ground before crashing off the 
crossbar. 

And in the 17th minute Sylvain 
Distin's goalbound header was 
cleared off the line by Arsenal vet-
eran Lee Dixon. 

Arsenal were content to sit back 
and try to hit their opponents on the 
break as they did so effectively in the 
2-0 Premiership win against them 
last Saturday, but this time they 
found themselves under intense 
pressure. 

But after wasting their domina-
tion against the Gunners' rugged 

defensive resistance for the remain-
der of the first period, Newcastle 
finally got back on level terms in the 
52nd minute. 

A long ball from Andy O'Brien 
was flicked on by Shearer and 
Robert nipped in ahead of Lee Dixon 
to fire low past Wright from around 
20 yards. 

Newcastle continued to press for 
a winner, but Arsenal's back-line 
was not to be breached again, giving 
both sides another chance to reach 
the last four when they meet again. 

On Sunday, London rivals 
Tottenham and Chelsea meet in a 
repeat of the League Cup semi-final. 

Back in January Tottenham won 
6-3 on aggregate complete with a 5-
1 thrashing of the west Londoners in 
the second leg. 

However, Glenn Hoddle's team 
came a cropper in the final itself, 
leading Chelsea chairman Ken 
Bates to accuse Tottenham of arro-
gance and believing they only had to 
turn up to beat Blackburn. 

In Sunday's other fixtures 
Everton, who themselves have lifted 
the trophy f ive t imes, v is i t  
Middlesbrough and West Bromwich 
Albion, the only First Division club 
still left in the competition, are at 
home to Fulham. 

Bundesliga
Bayern take
Munich honours
AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich's Thorsten Fink 
bagged a last-minute goal Saturday 
at the Olympic Stadium to secure a 
2-1 success over city rivals 1860 
Munich and keep their title hopes 
burning brightly. 

Bayern, their German Cup 
dreams destroyed in midweek by 
Schalke, fought back with a gritty 
showing which made it 100 derby 
wins over 1860. 

Bayern, going for a fourth 
straight Bundesliga title, began the 
match fourth with a three-point 
deficit to close on leaders Bayer 
Leverkusen, who like themselves 
are still involved in the Champions 
League. 

Leverkusen beat Cottbus 2-0, 
however, to stay in pole position with 
53 points from 26 matches. 

Borussia Dortmund stay second, 
one point behind Leverkusen and 
two ahead of Bayern after seeing off 
n e a r  n e i g h b o u r s  B o r u s s i a  
Monchengladbach 3-1. 

Blood tests
at finals
AFP, Zurich

FIFA are set to add random blood 
doping tests to existing urine tests at 
the upcoming World Cup for the first 
time, an official with football's world 
governing body said Saturday. 

Under existing regulations 
players are chosen at random to 
submit urine samples for analysis 
after matches. 

However the addition of blood 
tests, on two players chosen at 
random from each team during 
every match, has been welcomed 
as a necessary step against doping 
in football. 

"This possibility (of doing blood 
tests) came to light in February 
when we held discussions at a 
doping prevention workshop in 
Tokyo," the Belgian president of 
FIFA's medical commission Michel 
D'Hooghe told AFP Saturday. 

"The 32 medical representatives 
from the qualified teams welcomed 
the proposal enthusiastically." 

Mimicking existing procedures 
by international Olympic and cycling 
authorities, FIFA's blood tests will be 
carried out to determine haemoglo-
bin (red blood cell) levels prior to 
competition. 

The legal threshold for males is 
17.5 (grammes per decilitre of 
blood). A result on or above that 
level would suggest the use of a 
substance which boosts red blood 
cell levels. 

Spanish league table after Saturday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals 
for, against, points): 

Real Madrid  29   15 7 7 56 31 52 
Valencia   28   13   11 4 33 22 50 
Real Betis    29   13   10 6 34 25 49 
Deportivo La Coruna  29   14 6 9 42 34 48 
Barcelona    29   13 7 9 48 28 46 
Athletic Bilbao    28   12 9 7 40 39 45 

Primera Liga's top six

Italian First Division table after Saturday's match (played, won, drawn, lost, 
goals for, against, points): 

Inter Milan  26 15  8  3  46  23  53 
Juventus  26 14 10  2  49  21  52 
AS Roma   25 13 11  1  35  15  50 
Bologna   25 12  5  8  28  26  41 
Chievo    24 11  6  7  42  35  39 
AC Milan  25  9 11  5  35  26  38 

Serie A's top six

Serie A

Inter's last gasp relief 

Inter Milan's Dutch international star Clarence Seedorf (R) unleashing a volley to score his first against Juventus at 
the San Siro on March 9. 

Sublime Seedorf 

Superstar Ronaldo practices heading during an open  training session at Teresopolis near Rio de Janeiro on March 
9.

Ronaldo can't wait

Primera Liga

Real back roaring

FA Cup

Robert denies Gunners
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