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BCCSL angry
at Holding

AFP, colombo

Sri Lanka's cricket board con-
demned on Friday former West
Indian fast bowler Michael Holding
for casting doubts over the island's
ace spin bowler, Muttiah
Muralitharan.

The Board of Control for Cricket
in Sri Lanka (BCCSL) said in a
statement Holding's comments were
"unwarranted" and "irresponsible”
and clearly intended to cast doubts
over Muralitharan's bowling action.

Holding was reported to have
said that he agreed with comments
made by the former Indian left arm
spinner Bishen Singh Bedi that
Muarlitharan's action was illegal.

But Holding's comments could
prove more important than those
from other former international
players because he heads the
International Cricket Council's
(ICC's) technical committee on
illegal bowling actions.
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Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen M Harun-Ar-Rashid (4th from Right) poses with other dignataries
after teeing-off the American Cup Golf Tournament on Thursday. US Ambassador Mary

Ann Peters was also present.

| Tapan, Anika

clinch crowns

SPORTS REPORTER

Tapan Chowdhury won the men's
titte in the American Cup Golf
Tournament on Friday.

The prestigious two-day event at
the lush green Kurmitola Golf Club
course, attracted 347 golfers includ-

ing 23 lady players. Anika
Chowdhury clinched the ladies'
crown.

President of the club Lt Gen M
Harun-Ar-Rashid teed-off the partic-
ipants and also gave away prizes
among the winners on the final day.

Akram aims comeback

Ambassador of the United States
to Bangladesh Mary Ann Peters was
present during the tee-off.

OTHER RESULTS

Senior Winner: Maj Gen Mustafa
Kamal Uddin, Junior Winner:
Salman Reza, Best Gross: Yakib
Haji Jumat, Ladies' Best Gross:
Jung Sook Jung, Second Best
Gross: Arshi Haider, Runner-up:
Hsu Chin Hua, Second Runner-
up: Seraj Uddin Ahmed, Front Nine
Winner: Sqgn Ldr: Tejbir Singh,
Back Nine Winner: Ludwig Velsink,
Nearest to Pin: Col Manzur
Mushed, Longest Drive: MH Asif,
Nine Hole Winner: Air Cdre

Fakhrul Azam, Nine Hole Runner-
up: Cdre Shah Mujtaba.

(._ 2C02 FIFA WORLD CUP
< y, ]@REA}APAN

REUTERS, Cuiaba, Brazil

Brazil hit six goals past a second-
string Iceland team on Thursday
and were then jeered off the field by
a crowd which apparently felt the
friendly international had been a
waste of time.

Nineteen-year-old midfielder
Kaka scored on his debut and
defender Anderson Polga hit two
goals for Brazil's experimental side
ina6-1win.

But the biggest cheer came from
a disillusioned crowd came when
Iceland's amateurs -- whose team
included students, a bank manager
and a telephone technician --
grabbed a late consolation.

The match had been billed by the
Brazilian Football Confederation

have provided a stiff test for the four-
times world champions.

Neither team was able to field
their top foreign-based players
because the game was not on a day
allocated by FIFA for friendly inter-
nationals.

Critics, led by former World Cup
captain Zico, pointed out that the
CBF had failed to fix up a game for
the last FIFA-approved day in
February because it fell during the
Brazilian carnival.

The match was further discred-
ited because the CBF chose to use
Brazilian referee Wagner Tardelli
rather than a neutral official.

Anderson Polga gave Brazil a
fourth minute lead and the game
was hopelessly one-sided from then
on, much to the anger of the crowd
which began booing Brazil.

With Iceland barely able to get
out of their own third of the field,

Brazil melt Iceland

four minutes later midfielder
Gilberto Silva scored the fourth with
a long-range shot which swerved
away from Arason into the top
corner.

Brazil had managed 25 shots on
goal before Iceland's first attempt in
the 57th minute, a diving header
from Haukur Ingi Gudnason which
flew wide.

It was only a brief interlude and
normal service was resumed when
Edilson and Anderson Polga made it
6-0 before the 70th minute, while
striker Washington twice hit the
crossbar.

But Brazil let up and, amid a
mixture of incredulity and delight,
Iceland substitute Gretar Steinsson
broke away in the 77th minute and
scored with an angled shot.

Many fans had already left in
disgust and by the final whistle, the
35,000 crowd had been reduced by
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