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@he Baily Star

Zia's second
draw

SPORTS REPORTER

Grand Master Ziaur Rahman lost
half a point in the Professor Abdur
Razzak 28" National Chess Cham-
pionship when International Master
Abdullah Al-Rakib held him to a
draw in the eighth round on Thurs-
day.

In a keenly contested match
which continued for more than five
hours, Zia played with whites
against the Slav Defence of Rakib
and tasted his second draw of the
meet after 57 moves.

Zia, however, kept his top slot
intact having raised his tally to
seven points out of a possible eight.

Rakib remained half a point
behind in second position.

Fide Master Enamul Hossain
Raijib is in the third with six points.

In the eighth round, Rajib, playing
with blacks, beat Saifuddin Lovelu
after 34 moves.

Rajib needs another two points
from the remaining three games to
earn his final IM norm.

In the other matches, Grand
Master Niaz Murshed beat Syed
Ruhul Kabir Shiplu, Sheikh Nasir
Ahmed beat Syed Ejaj Hossain,
while Abu Sufian Shakil and
Tayebur Rahman Sumon shared
points.

IM Reefat-bin-Sattar earned a
walkover against Shawkat Hossain
Pallab.

Points table: 7 pointsZia; 6.5
pointsRakib; 6 pointsRajib; 5.5
pointsNiaz; 5 pointsNasir, Shakil;
4.5 pointsReefat; 2.5 pointsShiplu;
2 pointsSumon, Lovlu; 1.5

PHOTO: STAR
Grand Master Ziaur Rahman (L ) and International Master Abdullah-Al-Rakib concentrate during their
eighth round encounter on Thursday.

A lot at stake

for SA
ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Cape Town

Anew-look South Africa side go into
the second Test against Australia at
Newlands aiming to restore lost
pride after four consecutive defeats.

All-rounder Andrew Hall, fast
bowler Dewald Pretorius and left-

"I've spoken to a couple of the
other new guys as well and every-
body feels the same -- we're really
going into this Test match with a lot
of pressure on us but as youngsters
we all feel that we can do some-
thing.

"It may be just be raising the
enthusiasm level and making sure
our team really enjoys the cricket we
are playing."

Hall has the kind of mental forti-

Spanish Cup

Deportivo do the

partying
/% ¥ Football

AFP, Madrid

Deportivo La Coruna upset the form
book to beat Real Madrid 2-1 and lift
the Spanish Cup for just the second
time in their history on Wednesday.

First half goals from Spanish
internationals Sergio Gonzalez and
Diego Tristan put the visitors 2-0
ahead at the break in Real's own
Santiago Bernabeu stadium and
they hung onto their lead, despite a
goal from Raul Gonzalez early in the
second half.

Into the bargain, Deportivo ended
Real's unbeaten home record this
season and put an end to Real's
centennial dreams - the eight-times
European champions celebrated
their 100th birthday on Wednesday -
of notching up an unprecedented
treble of the Spanish league and
Cup double, as well as the European
Champions' League crown.

"Congratulations to Real on their
centenary, I'm sorry we spoilt their
celebrations," commented
Deportivo coach Javier Irureta.

"Perhaps now people should start
to talk about us doing the treble, and
we are certainly going to fight for it
despite the difficulties of pulling it
off," added Irureta, who has never

Raul put Real back into the game
12 minutes after the break, finishing
off a move instigated by Zidane and
going via Santiago Solari - who came
on at half time to add bite to the
attack - and Fernando Morientes for
his sixth goal in the Cup this season.

Zia Smriti rout
Sreepur Rising

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

Zia Smriti Sangsad outplayed Sreepur
Rising Star Club by a massive 112 runs
in the Econo Cricket League held at the
Magura Stadium on Thursday.

Electing to bat first, Zia Smriti
Sangsad scored 223 before being all out
in34.1overs.

In reply, Rising Star were bundled out
for 111in23.5 overs.

Marauding Marillier

FROM PAGE 13

Dravid Ibw b G Flower 23
Kaif not out 39
Bangar c Friend b Streak 0
Ratra run out 6
Agarkar not out 40
Extras: (Ib-1, nb-2, w-6) 9

Premiership

/¢ ¥ Football

AFP, London

Manchester United stormed to the
top of the English Premiership with a
convincing four goal drubbing of
Tottenham Hotspur at Old Trafford
late on Wednesday.

Elsewhere, Liverpool thrashed
fellow title contenders Newcastle 3-
0 after a 30 minute delay because of
floodlight failure and Chelsea beat
London rivals Fulham 3-2.

Leeds restored their fortunes
with a 2-0 victory over Ipswich, West
Ham edged Everton closer to dan-
ger with a 1-0 win while
Southampton and Middlesbrough
fought a dour mid-table 1-1 draw.

United boss Alex Ferguson was
delighted with a victory against a
Tottenham team down to 10 men
following Argentine defender
Mauricio Taricco's sending-off.

United were just 1-0 up when
Dutch ace Ruud van Nistelrooy fired
in his 20th league goal of the season
from the resulting penalty in the 43rd
minute.

There was praise too for England
captain David Beckham, who also
scored twice, Ferguson describing
the midfielder's performance as
"superb".

Beckham and van Nistelrooy
goals ensured United leapfrogged
Arsenal at the top.

Beckham put United ahead
when he met a cross from van
Nistelrooy, and drilled the ball past
Neil Sullivan in the Spurs goal in the
15th minute.

Taricco then pulled back Paul
Scholes on the edge of the penalty
box.

Referee Mike Riley had no
alternative but to send-off the
Argentine defender and Dutch
striker van Nistelrooy continued his
hot streak in-front of goal since his
19-million-pound summer transfer
from PSV Eindhoven.

Beckham added his second in
the 64th minute and van Nistelrooy
made it 4-0 in the 76th when he
tapped home Roy Keane's cross.

Liverpool meanwhile stayed third
in the Premiership, moving a point
behind Arsenal with a comprehen-
sive victory atAnfield.

The Anfield side had clearly been
inspired by a pre-match pep talk
from recovering manager Gerard
Houllier, still convalescing after
heart surgery.

His successful assistant Phil
Thompson, a young Liverpool
defender when they beat Newcastle
by the same score to lift the 1974 FA
Cup, said: "They (the team) showed

MU simply too hot

thatthey wanted it.

Liverpool started with strikers
Michael Owen, Emile Heskey and
Nicolas Anelka for the firsttime.

Ironicially it was midfielder
Danny Murphy, not any of the three
forwards, who scored twice on the
night.

He gave Liverpool the lead in the
32nd minute when he collected a
pass from Anelka and shot past
Shay Given in the Newcastle goal.

He then extinguished
Newcastle's title hopes by collecting
a loose ball, and chipped Republic
of Ireland keeper Given in the 53rd
minute.

Germany international Dietmar
Hamann secured all three points
with a curling shot from 25 yards in
the 75th minute against his former
club.

Elsewhere, Leeds revived their
own European ambitions with their
first win in five home games, cour-
tesy of a comfortable victory over
Ipswich Town at Elland Road.

Leeds boss David O'Leary was
thankful that goals from Robbie
Fowler and lan Harte saw his side
overcome the Tractor Boys, after he
predicted that failure to qualify for
Europe would see a mass exodus
from Leeds.
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