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If Owen hits
the jackpot

AFP, London

England star Michael Owenisin line
for a jackpot bonus from his boot
sponsors if he lands the Golden
Boot at this summer's World Cup, it
was reported here Saturday.

Kit manufacturers Umbro have
promised Owen 100,000 pounds
(142,000 dollars) if he manages to
finish the Korea-Japan extrava-
ganza as top-scorer.

The 21-year-old Liverpool star
has already pocketed a bonus of
50,000-pounds from Umbro after
being crowned European Footballer
ofthe Year.

Now his sponsors have offered
to double that if he top-scores at the
World Cup, The Sun reported here
Saturday.

"If he can win the Golden Boot
we will consider it money well
spent," a spokesman for Umbro told
the paper.

"Michael is a fantastic striker and
a great ad grq for us. We are all
England fans here too."

Gary Lineker was the last
Englishman to earn the Golden
Boot, after scoring six at the 1986
Mexico finals.

Croatia's ex-Arsenal and West
Ham hitman Davor Suker won the
title in 1998.

Portugal may
lose Euro
2004

AFP, Lisbon

UEFA president Lennart Johannson
has warned that Portugal could lose
the right to hold the 2004 European
Championships if squabbles sur-
rounding the funding of new stadi-
ums are not solved shortly, the
Publico newspaper reported on
Friday.

"We cannot wait much longer, if

PHOTO: COURTESY
Winners of the Fourth Square Golf Tournament pose with their trophies at the Kurmitola Golf Club on Friday. Chief of
Army Staff Lt Gen M Harun-Ar-Rashid (4th from R) and chairman of Square Group Samson H Chowdhury (6th from R)
were present.

Afghans dream of football

AFP, Paderborn

When the Russians moved in, the
footballers moved out.

Now, 23 years after the bloody
Soviet invasion, which sparked their
mass exodus, a generation of
former Afghanistan international
footballers are dreaming of helping
their country take part in the 2006
World Cup.

A quirk of fate saw several mem-
bers of Afghanistan's national
football team of the late 1970s arrive
in this small town in north
Westphalia in 1980 after they
received political asylum.

Pretty soon they attracted atten-
tion from the president of the local
third division club.

"He only wanted to take two or

fluent German, and now work locally
in a range of professions: some are
computer programmers, others
restaurateurs.

Many have married, some with
local-born women but most with
fellow Afghans who turned up in
Paderborn, often with incredible
stories of how they had escaped.

The common strand linking
many of the exiles is football, a past-
time that has helped keep them
going during their enforced exile.

They fiddle around playing
amateur stuff, and bicker about their
favourite Bundesliga teams, but
above all, according to former star
Baz Mohammad Norestani, they
appreciate the importance of sport
insociety.

"For a young person who has

sport to assist handicapped children
and victims of war.

"Each of us wants to spend a few
months there over the next two
years," said one of the 'Paderborn
Afghans'Alef Shojaai.

Helping them is a humanitarian
association set up in 1984 and run
by a professor of education, Walrut
Schuler, at the local university.

She acts as a sort of second
mother to the refugees - giving
German lessons, helping sort out
accommodation and dealing with
the habitual mountains of paper-
work.

The close ties enjoyed between
this European-pocket of
Afghanistan should favour the
ambitious project and the new
interim government put in place

Justin, Mark
hit hundreds

AFP, Port Elizabeth

Justin Langer and Mark Waugh
hammered centuries as the touring
Australians dominated the second
day of their four-day match against
South Africa A at St George's Park
here Saturday.

Langer hit 161 and Waugh 110 as
the tourists made 452 for five in reply
to South AfricaA's 301 all out.

The pair put on 207 in a third
wicket stand which took only 155
minutes as South Africa's second
string bowlers were thrashed on an
easy-paced pitch.

South Africa A struck back
towards the end of the day, however,
with three wickets falling for four
runs in the first three overs with the
second new ball.

Paceman Dewald Pretorius
dismissed Mark and Steve Waugh in
the space of seven balls to finish
with three for 101.

The 24-year-old bowled at a
lively pace and could have an out-
side chance of bolstering South
Africa's injury-hit attack for the
second Test which starts in Cape
Town on Friday.

Australian fast bowler Brett Lee
took two wickets with his first two
balls of the day as the last three
South Africa A wickets fell cheaply.
Lee finished with four for 37.

It was a continuation of a collapse
which started Friday when Lee
came on to bowl. In one over with the
old ball and three with the new ball,
Lee took four for nine as South Africa
Alost their last six wickets for 18.

Langer was troubled several
times by Pretorius before he and
Darren Lehmann settled down in a
first-wicket stand of 103. The left-
hander went on to make his 55th
career century off 182 balls. He
made his next 61 off 65 balls, adding
five more fours and a six.

Dhaka dazzling champs

FROM PAGE 13
Anisur 60, Nuruzzaman 39, Rafiqul

42,Nayeem 5/65, Imran 2/32) 9-372

SYLHET: Firstinnings 283 allout  Bowler O M R W
in 109.1 overs (Parvez 97, Rajin 75;  Syja 335 13 52 0
Aminul jr. 3/55, Faisal 2/26) Safiuddin 23 5 43 1

RAJSHAHI: Second innings Aftab 3 0 13 0
(overnight 38 for 1in 29 overs) Enamul 431 20 65 4
Rafiqulb Taposh 50 sabbir 50 15 122 2
Samiul c Kapalib Parvez 6 Minhazul 53 0 10 2
Nuruzzaman b Taposh 11 Azam 6 1 19 0
Anisur b Taposh 0 Nafis 5 1 11 0
Hasan b Kapali 8 Masum 1 0 8 0
K Mashud ¢ Nasirulb Rana 69 CHITTAGONG: Second innings
Mustadir ¢ Taposh b Kapali 2 Nafis cAshfaqb Sanwar 37
Faisal cSishirblmran 0 Minhaz c Kamal b Ashfaq 33
Mahabub ¢ Rajin b Kapali 12 Sabbirc Shaheen bAshfaq 5
Imran st. Sishirb Rana 21 Aftab not out 13
Aminuljr. notout 0 Extras: (B-4, Ib-2, nb-4) 10
Extras: (b-18, Ib-2, w-12) 32 Total: (For 3 wickets in 22.2 overs)
Total: (Alloutin 100.3 overs) 211 98

Fall of wicket: 1-28, 2-65, 3-69, 4-

Fall of wickets: 1-43, 2-73, 3-96,
4-118, 5-128, 6-182, 7-303, 8-312,

Fall of wickets: 1-43, 2-54, 3-98
R

England's
poor show

AFP, Queenstown

England were reduced to 83 for six
by Otago, a team that has lost all
seven of their first-class matches
this season, on a rain-affected first
day of the three-day tour match here
Saturday.

The second leg of England's tour
to New Zealand got off to the worst
possible start as Craig Pryor and
David Sewell exploited the overcast
conditions to take five of the six
wickets to fall on a day when only 30
overs of play was possible.

Mark Butcher top-scored with 20
as England collapsed from 50 for
two to 69 for six in the space of six

é%ﬁizz 6-103, 7_166’ 8|_v} 25’3_2(\),3 Er?i‘g’ler g 'g o3 Vg calamitous overs with recent arriv-
Parvez 17 3 45 1 Ashfaq 7 0 31 2 als Mark Ramprakash and Usman
Taposh 21 6 33 3 Kamal 6 0 19 0 | Afzaal mustering just one run
Imran 28 15 37 1  Moin 4 0 13 0 | betweenthem.

Nayeem 18 4 23 0  Sanwar 22 0 6 1 Butcher was the first to fall when
ggﬁg“ ng 8 ?g g Result: Match drawn. he went leg-before pushing forward

Result: Match drawn.
Chittagong v Barisal
Venue: M A Aziz Stadium

BARISAL: First innings 202 all
out in 74.4 overs (Moin 67, Anisur
56; Sabbir 5/63, Enamul 4/51)

CHITTAGONG: First innings
267 all out in 99 overs (Nafis 77,
Enamul 46, Azam 40, Sanwar 3/27,
Ashfaq 3/44)

BARISAL: Second innings
(overnight 213 for 6 103 overs)
Imran cArif b Sabbir 141

Shafayet Ibw b Enamul 18 of the Czech Republic.

Shahin run out 12 Sixth-seeded Roger Federer is
Sanwar cAzam b Enamul " already at risk of a fine after being
Moshiur ¢ Hakim b Enamul 4

Moinuzzaman ¢ Sabbir b Enamul 5

Kamal c Enamul b Shafiuddin 33 Chapman, the tournament director of
iﬁirglsutl iﬁ?gmﬁ]ﬁ:ﬁ’b'r g’g the 925,000-dollar event, for winning
Ashfaq ¢ Sabbir b Minhaz 21 only three games in a feeble second

Ripon not out 0
Extras: (b-24,1b-6,nb-9, w-1) 40
Total: (Alloutin 170.3 overs) 373

Yevgeny bows out
AFP, Dubai

Doubts about the commitment of a
leading player were expressed for the
second successive day here Friday at
the Dubai Open after Yevgeny
Kafelnikov, the Olympic and former
French Open champion, slid to a
startling 6-1, 6-1 defeat to Jiri Novak

reported to the Association of Tennis

Professionals (ATP) by Jeff

round defeat against Rainer Schuttler
Thursday.

to Pryor with the score on 32.

Marcus Trescothick's alarming
lack of form continued as he strug-
gled for 20 balls to make six before
edging a drive off Sewell to first slip.

Graham Thorpe fell in a similar
manner to the same bowler and
Ramprakash departed five balls
later when he went back to a deliv-
ery that kept low and knocked over
his off-stump as the ball swung
prodigiously.

Afzaal, playing his first innings
since the end of September, faced
just four balls for nought before
dabbing at an off-cutter from Pryor
to gift a catch behind.

England lost all-rounder Andrew
Flintoff, whose winter-long struggle
for runs seems never ending, when
he got a thin edge on a cut off James
McMillan for 16.
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