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ITF Jr C'ships
Mitto in boys'
doubles gtrs

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Alex Mitto of Britain moved into
semifinals of the boys' doubles and
singles quarterfinals of the ITF
Rajshahi International Junior
Championships  (Group 3) on
Tuesday.

Sixteen matches were played on
the day.

Following are the results:

Boys' singles: Jaco T Matheo
(India) beat Sourabh Singh (India)
6-1, 1-6, 6-1; Alex Mitto (Britain)
beat RishiBehl (India) 4-6, 7-5, 6-4;
Lee Seung Jae (Korea) beat Kim
Seung J (Korea) 6-4, 7-5; Hsieh N
Chenh (Chinese Taipei) defeated
Som Dev K (Croatia) 7-5, 2-6, 6-2.

Girls' singles: Pichaya L (Thai-
land) beat S Punam Reddy (India)
6-4, 6-1; Ishalaknani (India) beat
Woo Risuk (Korea) 6-0, 6-4; Wang
T Wen (Chinese Taipei) defeated
Hanna Park (Korea) 6-4, 6-1; Hsu
wen Shih (Chinese Taipei) beat
Hee Sun Yoo (Korea) 6-0, 6-2.

Boys' doubles: Jaco T Mathew
(India) and Som Dev (India) beat
Lin Tluyang (Chinese Taipei) and
Kurtovic Boris (Korea) 6-2, 6-3;
Chao Ken (Chinese Taipei) and Liv
Tai WI (Chinese Taipei) beat Atib
Pasha (India) and Arka Mowdal
(Pakistan) 6-1, 6-2.

Girls' doubles: Kao Srao Yova
(Chinese Taipei) and Tseng
Chunning (Chinese Taipei) beat Ji
Sun Kim (Korea) and Ji Wheon Lee
(Korea) by 7-5, 7-5.

Maya Rosa (India) and Isha
Lakhni (India) beat Krushmi Chudi
(India) and Hsu Wen Hsin (Korea)
6-2,6-1.

Int'l Junior
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Matt, Ricky back Steve

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Melbourne

Cricketer-of-the-year Matthew
Hayden and teammate Ricky
Ponting have gone into bat for their
beleaguered captain Steve Waugh,
saying the scrutiny of the Australian
skipper is unwarranted.

Waugh, 36, has struggled for
form this domestic summer, prompt-
ing speculation he might be near the
end of his long and illustrious career.

The captain's uneasy relation-
ship with the Australian media has
only increased the tension.

The skipper lost his cool during
the last press conference of the
season after frequent questions
about team selections -- an area in
which he now has little input after
the Australian Cricket Board
decided to remove Waugh and his
deputy Adam Gilchrist from the
selection panel for overseas tours.

Hayden singled out Waugh for
praise when he accepted the Allan
Border Medal for Australia's top
cricketer here on Monday night.

On Tuesday the Queenslander
followed up his tribute, saying
Waugh had been under unjustified
pressure during the summer,
particularly when Australia was
undefeated in the Tests and nar-
rowly missed the one-day finals
against South Africa and New
Zealand.

Asked if Waugh had copped
unfair criticism, Hayden said: "Well,
in my opinion he has, because he is
a gentleman that | just truly honour
and respect as a cricketer and as a
person.

"It's not really for me to say what
the media has and hasn't done to

Stephen over the last little bit, but |
think he's a tremendous cricketer
and I'm sure that he'll be out there
fighting his guts outin South Africa."
Australia leave for South Africa
this week for a three-Test series
against Shaun Pollock's team.
Hayden said Waugh had been a
"quiet supporter” of his for years.
"Cricket's a tough game, profes-
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sional sport is a tough game," he
said.

"There's a lot of highs and lots of
lows and | guess you really need
those people in your corner and
Stephen has been one of those
people forme."

On the night of the presentation,
Hayden said: "I find Stephen a
tremendously inspirational charac-
ter.

"Stephen has been going
through a reasonably tough trot over
the last few weeks, but | hear on the
grapevine he calls someone like
(new national squad member)
Shane Watson and says 'mate, can't
wait until you're in the side'.

"To someone like Shane Watson,
that means the world, that means

the earth -- | think that's Australian,
that's the way we want to be, we
want to say 'good on you' when you
dowell.

"I'm saying good on Stephen,
because | think he's a fantastic
leader."

Ponting, named Monday as

Australia's limited-overs cricketer of
the year, said it was up to the team to

RICKY PONTING

ease the pressure on Waugh by
performing to expectations.

"It's always a tough position, |
suppose, when you're the captain of
a side that not's performing as well
as they should be," he said, referring
to Australia's failure to make the tri-
series one-day finals.

"We were world champions at
the time and New Zealand were
beating us nearly every week, soiit's
ahard positiontobein.

"I think he's handled it pretty well.
There's not much you can do about
it, you've just got to really put that
behind you and hopefully our
performances over the next couple
of weeks will help him out in the
media and he'll start getting some
positive press again."

Bandura win

No wholesale
change on
Aussie team

REUTERS, Sydney

Australia's cricket selectors have
dismissed calls to make radical
changes to their aging team during
the upcoming series against South
Africa.

Some of Australia's most experi-
enced players, including Steve and
Mark Waugh and Shane Warne,
have all come under fire from local
media after below-par displays in
the recent Test and one-day series'
against New Zealand and South
Africa.

Australia drew each of their
three Tests against New Zealand
after rain prevented any real
chance of a result before white-
washing South Africa 3-0.

But Australia's failure to make
the finals of the triangular one-day
series prompted calls for changes
to the side before next year's World
Cup.

Australian selector Allan Border,
however, said there was no need to
panic and make unnecessary
changes to either the Test team or
the one-day side when they leave
Sydney on Thursday for a three-
month tour of South Africa and

Victims are
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programme."

India's cricket-crazy television
audience, estimated to be around
300 million, ensures the national
cricket team attracts sponsors
whereveritplays.

It's absence, however, gener-
ates huge losses to organisers,
as both the PCB and the Sharjah-
based Cricketers Benefit Fund
Series (CBFS) will testify.

Tournaments in Sharjah,

SA may go for more black

INTERNET, Johannesburg

The South African government is
considering legislation to force the
country's sporting bodies to field
more black players in their teams.

"As early as next month, | will be
meeting with national [sports]
federations to consider their targets
for transformation," sports minister
Ngconde Balfour said on Tuesday.

Balfour said he fully supported
the stance taken by United Cricket
Board president Percy Sonn, who
forced the selectors to pick a second
black player, Justin Ontong for the
third Test against Australia six
weeks ago.

Sonn's decision sparked contro-
versy, but Balfour has challenged
other sports administrators to be
equally interventionist.

He added: "I am giving serious
consideration to legislation that will
speed up the pace of transforma-
tion."

Formal quotas already operate
in virtually all of South African
domestic sport.

Provincial cricket sides are
currently required to field three

black or coloured cricketers in every
match and next season the quota
will be four.

But the national team has no

NGCONDE BALFOUR

specific quota imposed on it, apart
from a loose agreement that the
side "will be a team of colour".

In the last two years the national
side has included two non-white
cricketers on a regular basis,
including opening batsman
Herschelle Gibbs, who is termed

"coloured".
That led to speculation -- never

confirmed -- that Balfour had
insisted a "black African" be
included.

The return to form of pace bowler
Makhaya Ntini in the one-day
tournament in Australia will reduce
the pressure on the selectors to
include uncapped players to fulfil
any quota.

South Africa has not fielded an
all-white Test cricket team since
November 1998 or a rugby team
since July 1999.

But Balfour said sport had
lagged behind the rest of society in
eliminating the legacy of white
minority rule.

And he aimed barbed comments
at several former crickets who had
criticised Sonn's actions.

"Those advocating merit selec-
tion argue that patience and caution
must be exercised in bringing black
sports persons through into provin-
cial and national teams," he said.

"There is seldom an admission
that factors other than ability and
skill hold black sportspersons
back."

Nat'l snooker

SPORTS REPORTER

Yasir Faroq of Dhaka Club stunned
former champion Narayan Ghosh of
Narayanganj 3-2 in the 18th
National Snooker Championship at
Jibb's Snooker Parlour in Gulshan
on Tuesday.

Elsewhere, Polash of the
Narayanganj Club, Naim (Jibb's),
Sana (Chittagong Club) Mofazzal
(Gulshan Club), Rifat (Narayanganj
Club), Doharty (Jibb's), Prince
(Narayanganj Club), Naveed
(Jibb's), Russell ((Jibb's) Al-Hussain
(Uttara Club), Pahlove
(Narayanganj Club) Amin (Dhaka

Biman bag nat'l
TT team crown

BSS, Patuakhali

Bangladesh Biman lifted the men's
team event of the 25th National
Table Tennis Championship trounc-
ing Dhaka District 3-0 in the final at
the local gymnasium here on
Tuesday.

Pabna soccer

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Agrani Shilpi Sangha thrashed
Ishwardy Brothers Union 3-0 in the
opening match of AR Cement First

Eng-NZ first
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However, his bad luck with injuries
returned and an X-ray report on
Tuesday confirmed that he would
be staying out of the one-day and
Test series against England.

According to New Zealand
coach Dennis Aberhart on
Tuesday, the "worst case scenario"
had been confirmed by X-rays
revealing the fracture and Bond will
be out for between six and eight
weeks.

Fleming's side go into
Wednesday's match against
England having lost their past five
one-day internationals, with the
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O e e 1100 Main STAR MOVIES | 10:00 Kudumbam OruKovil | 4.09"  Family Hour 8:30  [V] Colossal Chaos 1:30  Pacific Blue Il 1:30  Fresh Prince of Bel-Ar | 11:00 New's =
9:30  Drama Seral 11:30  Meri Saahil 7:00  Comedy: AFish U Gl ST 230 Wid Qe 230 Xena 2:00  Family Pride 1130 Bideshini Badhu/ 200 Kuumb
Py Ao 12-00omShanti Called Wanda 11:00 OmNamahShivaya | 3.9 Oyt There 9:00 Zabardast Hit 3:30  Alfred Hitchcock 2:30  Royal Canadian Air Bhawani Purer 2:30  Weekday Matinee:
10:00  News: Simulcast From p . ey 1130 Viiay Sethigal : [V] Zabardast Hits Chatujjera Pyaar Ki Dastaan
BTV 12:30  Hit Filmein Hit L G A o Viay selhiga 4:00  Africa From The 9:30  [V] Jungi Jukebox Presents Farce : i .
10:30  Chitiroqet : Sangest 11:00  Drama: Of Torso 12:00amStar Hits Ground Up : g 3:00 Heartbreak High 12:00 Jemon Bolben Sir 3:00  Weekday Matinee:
: ittrogetee g ) 12:450mDrama: Cover Me ) 10:00 [V]FDFS ZEE CINEMA 4:00  Bennv Hill Shoe 12:30 Bengali Feature Film cont.
11:00  Ekushey Nightly 1:00  Hum Saath Aath Hain ol o STAR NEWS 4:30  People And Places 10:30  [V] Hit Machine 7:30  Chand Aur Bijl : y 3:00  PurobiBangla 5:30  Star Yaar Kalakaar
Shongbad 1:30  Kahaani Ghar GharKi | 2:30  Drama: Light It UP 6:30am News Hour 5:30  OnAssignment . ' . i i ZEE MUSIC .
11:30  Sumproti - 415  Thriller: The Lesser . ia Diari 11:00  Late Night [V] 10:30  Boyfriend (Shammi 3:30  Bharat Bhraman 6:00  Just Mohabbat
1200 Eluoner Headines U SRR - 7:30  Breakfast News sin e Dl 11:30 V] Rewind Kapoor, Madhubala) | 6:00  Music Plus 400  Pratbimba 6:30  Disney Hour
: Y 2:30  Kyunki Saas Bhi 6:00  Famiy: The Mighty English 12:00 [V] Back To Back 1:30  Dil Ka Kya Kasoor 7.00  Aslaap 4:30  Ek Akasher Niche 7:30  Chartbusters
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