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AFP, Riyadh

Four-times world champions Brazil
beat Saudi Arabia 1-0 in a friendly
match here on Wednesday that
was lit up by a piece of magic from
Spanish-based midfielder
Djalminha.

The decision to use Deportivo
La Coruna player Djalminha, the
only foreign-based player in an
experimental Brazilian line-up paid
off handsomely as he scored the
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minutes from the end in front of
40,000 spectators at the King Fahd
International Stadium.

In a match of few chances
between the two qualifiers for this
year's World Cup finals, Brazil
fielded an unfamiliar line-up of
home-based players and there was
no place for Ronaldo.

The breakthrough came when
Djalminha beautifully curled a free-
kick over a packed Saudi wall, the
ball flying beyond the outstretched
arm of goalkeeper Mohamed

clumsily from his goal in an attempt
tokick away a high pass. He missed
the ball completely and instead
obstructed the Saudi attacker.

Referee Abderrahman Abdel
Khalek of Bahrain awarded a pen-
alty and booked the goalkeeper,
who was lucky to escape with a
yellow card.

Unfortunately for the Saudis,
Abdallah Al-Waked blasted the
penalty way over the bar without
even troubling Dida.

The Saudis introduced Nawaf
Tomiyat, the Saudi player of the
year in 2001 who has had a lenghty
layoff with injury, and although his
appearance was encouraging with
the World Cup finals just months
away, he was unable to change the
course of the match.

Brazil's win - in their new World
Cup jerseys - was less spectacular
than their 6-0 drubbing of Bolivia
last week, but was further solid
progress towards the main event in
South Korea and Japan.

The match against Saudi Arabia
was the second of seven warm-up
matches prior to the finals in June -
Brazil face Colombia next.

A bullet header from Chelsea
youngster John Terry in stoppage
time gave Chelsea a 3-2 win over
London neighbours West Ham in
an error-strewn FA Cup fourth
round replay at Upton Park on
Wednesday.

In a game plagued by mistakes,
both defences looked fragile and it
was difficult to pick a winner with the
scores tied at 2-2.

After Jermain Defoe's half-
volley took a huge deflection off
Terry, Hammers keeper David
James was caught napping by a
quickly-taken Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink free-kick.

However, while his mistake was
outdone by Chelsea keeper Carlo
Cudicini's error in handing an open
goal to Defoe, midfielder Don
Hutchison returned the favour to
substitute Mikael Forssell who
pounced on his weak back pass.

The match looked bound for
extra-time before Terry put aside
his recent tribulations, involving a
charge of assault - which he denies
- and a suspension from interna-
tional selection, to force home a late
winner.

AFP, Madrid

Troubled Norwegian striker John
Carew proved that his timing is still
spot on by netting the decider for
Valencia, his first goal of the season,
in their 2-1 victory at Alaves on
Wednesday.

The victory meant Valencia rose
to the top of the Spanish First
Division with 42 points from 24
games, two points clear of the
chasing pack.

Celta Vigo, Real Madrid and
Deportivo La Coruna are second,
third and fourth respectively, all on
40 points after 24 games and sepa-
rated only by goal difference.

Real Betis were playing Las
Palmas later on Wednesday and
could also join the trio on 40 points if
they win.

Alaves took an early lead over
Valencia, going in front after just two
minutes when Mauricio Astudillo
headed home an Ibon Begona
Cross.

However, the Basques' advan-
tage lasted less than 60 seconds
when the Spanish First Division's
meanest defence was uncharacter-
istically caught in disarray and

until Wednesday since his proposed
move to English Premiership side
Fulham fell apart last month, and the
Norwegian international had some
harsh words to say about why
Valencia wanted to off-load him.

However, he showed that his
finishing touch has been dormant
rather than extinct, with along-range
lob over the head of the advancing
Alaves golakeeper Kike Burgos,
after Carlos Llorens had been
robbed of the ball.

Llorens' miserable night was
completed three minutes from the
whistle when he had a penalty saved
by Valencia's Spanish international
goalkeeper Santiago Canizares.

Jesus Sanchez proved to be
Valladolid's saviour with a goal two
minutes from time, heading home a
Fernando Sales corner to give the
home side a 2-1 victory over the
defending Spanish champions, and
condemn Madrid to their second

Valladolid ahead after 59 minutes,
against his former club before
Spanish international striker
Fernando Morientes equalised with
his tenth goal of the season for
Madrid 12 minutes later.

Celta Vigo lost the chance to
remain on top of the Spanish First
Division by losing 2-0 to bitter local
rivals Deportivo La Coruna on
Tuesday.

Deportivo's Diego Tristan got
both goals as Deportivo won a
league game in Vigo for only the
second time in 50 years, and
brought Celta's ten-game winning
streak toan end.

Barcelona carried on their recov-
ery, following on from Saturday's 6-0
thrashing of Tenerife - with a con-
vincing 2-0 vicotry over Real
Socieded.

Rivaldo and Javier Saviola got
second half goals for the Catalan
club.

Primera Liga's top six

Spanish football league table after Wednesday's late match (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

First Division and Sunday's home
game against Real Zaragoza could
be the last one with Welsh coach
John Toshack at the helm, if the San
Sebastian side lose again.

"My head is on the block," admit-
ted Toshack afterwards.

By contrast, Barcelona coach
Charly Rexach can now sleep a little
easier after recent predictions that
he was for the chop.

"It just goes to show how things
can change from one week to
another in football," said a grinning
Rexach.

Rayo Vallecano continued their
slow crawl out of the relegation zone
with a 2-2 draw with Espanyol.

The side from Madrid's southern
suburbs have now only lost one of
their last eight games and were on
their way to a third successive
victory until Oscar Garcia got an
injury time equaliser.

Athletic Bilbao beat Malaga 3-2
thanks to a goal a minute into injury
time from their former Spanish
international defender Rafael
Alkorta.

Alkorta's contract comes to an
end in June and there are strong
suggestions that he will be leaving

Uruguayan international midfielder | Valencia 24 1 9 4 29 21 42 | Athletic after 17 seasons - which
- Gonzalo De Los Santos equalised  CeltaVigo 24 10 10 4 42 27 40 were interspersed with a four-year
for the visitors. Real Madrid 24 11 7 6 41 28 40 spell at Real Madrid - but thg 33
ag g I O vows Valencia then took the lead, Deportivo 24 12 4 8 37 30 40 year-old showed that he can still be
which they never relinquished Barcelona 24 1 6 7 39 21 39 an asset to Athletic with his first
despite constant pressure from  Alaves 24 12 3 9 24 21 39 league goal for two years.
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REUTERS/AFP, Bologna

Italy forward Roberto Baggio has
left the clinic where he had his
cruciate ligaments reconstructed
toreturn home.

The Brescia star, who injured
his knee in the Italian Cup game
against Parma last week, was
smiling, according to the ltalian
news agency ANSAreport.

There were fears that Baggio,
34, would quit football after his
latest injury, which ended his
dream of playing in a fourth suc-

initial shock of his injury.

"Robertois calm and has shown
us he is calm," said Vittorio
Petrone. "He knows that he must
work hard but he is ready to beat
this new adversary. Robi is an
example to all, that's for sure."

Meanwhile, Baggio, has report-
edly vowed to return to action as
quick as possible, the Italian media
reported Thursday.

Baggio made the vow in a
phone call with former Juventus
legend Giampiero Boniperti, who is
now the Turin club's honorary
president.

Boniperti,
scored 178 Serie A goals and

like Baggio, had

Alaves, when Carew scored after 27

Caniggi

AFP, Buenos Aires

Flamboyant striker Claudio
Caniggia was called up to the
Argentina squad after a four-year
absence on Thursday as coach
Marcelo Bielsa named the players
to take on Wales in a friendly on
February 13.

Caniggia, who last played for

a back

to Germany in Rome, could be
considered for this year's World Cup
finals in Japan and South Korea.

Caniggia signed for Scottish
Premier League club Dundee in
October 2000 before moving to the
Glasgow giants last year.

Bielsa has omitted Gabriel
Batistuta and Hernan Crespo, the
two strikers who are expected to
play at the World Cup, and is using
the Wales match to assess players
on the fringe of the squad.

The friendly will be played under
a closed roof at the Millennium
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Defenders: Diego Placente (Bayer
Leverkusen/Ger), Nelson Vivas
(Inter Milan/Ita), Jose Chamot (AC
Milan/lta), Federico Dominguez
(Velez Sarsfield)

Midfielders: Juan Pablo Sorin
(Cruzeiro/Bra), Juan Sebastian
Veron (Manchester United/Eng),
Pablo Aimar (Valencia/Spa),
Santiago Solari (Real Madrid/Spa),
Matias Almeyda (Parmal/lta),
Cristian Gonzalez (Valencia/Spa),
Facundo Quiroga (Napoli/lta),
Claudio Husain (River Plate),
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as possible and | will beat your
number of goals."

side captained by Diego Maradona

be closed to protect the pitch ahead

Goalkeepers: Sebastian Saja (San

(Rangers/Sco), Javier Saviola

(Barcelona/Spa)
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