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Fergie's another change of heart

@ Football

AFP, London

Sir Alex Ferguson has changed his
mind about retiring at the end of the
season and offered to stay on as
manager of Manchester United, the
clubrevealed on Tuesday.

The 60-year-old, the most suc-
cessful manager ever in British club
football, had said the end of this
campaign would be his last but
United have found it difficult to find a
successor to fill the hotseat at the
two-time European Cup winning
side.

The revelation that Ferguson,
who had said he was retiring to
spend more time with his family and
watch his growing stable of race-
horses perform, would probably be
staying on immediately boosted the
club's share value by two percent.

His decision could also have a
beneficial effect on playmaker and
England captain David Beckham,
who has been holding out on sign-

ing a new contract amid concerns
about who would succeed
Ferguson.

"The board of Manchester
United PLC confirms that it was
recently approached by Sir Alex
Ferguson on Sir Alex remaining as
manager of the club beyond this
season," the club said in a state-
ment.

"The board has entered into
discussions with Sir Alex and his
advisors on a new contract.

"These discussions are continu-
ing and a further announcement will
be made indue course," it added.

Ferguson took over the United
job in 1986 after a successful term
in charge at Aberdeen, whom he led
to among other trophies the 1983
Cup Winners Cup.

After a nervy start when United
flirted with relegation and his posi-
tion became shaky he launched the
Red Devils on the most trophy-
laden period in their history.

The club has garnered four FA
Cups, seven championship crowns,
the 1991 Cup Winners Cup and the
jewel in the crown, the epic 2-1

injury-time win over Bayern Munich
in the 1999 Champions League
emulating Sir Matt Busby's feat in
1968.

When Ferguson signs his new
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contract he will once again probably
become the best-paid manager in
the Premiership.

Last summer his salary
increased from 1.67million pounds
to 2million pounds for his final

seasonin charge.

However, this was eclipsed
when Arsene Wenger signed his
new deal at Arsenal, which is worth
areported 2.5million pounds a year.

Ferguson, who has always felt
underpaid by United during much of
his reign, will want at least that
figure to carry on.

United, though, will consider him
worth every penny and chief execu-
tive Peter Kenyon has been trying
since his first day in the job to per-
suade him to stay.

Virtually all of the contenders for
the job had ruled themselves out,
including England coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson, Leeds United's
highly-rated Irishman David
O'Leary, Arsenal's Arsene Wenger
and Italian duo Marcello Lippi and
Fabio Capello.

Celtic boss Martin O'Neill
expressed interest at first but then
changed his mind while Bayern
Munich boss Ottmar Hitzfeld, the
man in charge at that 1999
European Cup final, was also linked
with the post.

Italian Cup
Juve v Parma
most likely

AFP, wvilan

Barring unforeseen circumstances
Juventus and Parma should book
their places in the Italian Cup Final
this week as they defend what look
to be winning positions in their
semi-final second leg matches with
AC Milan and Brescia respectively.

Juve, still on course for a treble
of Serie A, Italian Cup and Champi-
ons League, are favourites to
progress in Wednesday's semi
when they defend a 2-1 lead
against AC Milan at the Stadio
Delle Alpi.

Throughout the Cup competition
Juve have fielded their reserve
players but the pairing of Nicola
Amoruso and Uruguayan Marcelo
Zalayeta have proved as prolific in
Italy's lesser competition as first-
choices Alessandro Del Piero and
Frenchman David Trezeguet have
in Serie A.

But it was substitute Del Piero's
late goal in the San Siro in the first
leg that gave Juve the advantage
and they must fancy their chances
of progressing against a Milan side
that has looked demoralised in

Senegal, Cameroon in semis

CAF
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AFP, Bamako

Senegal beat 10-man DR Congo
and Cameroon defeated Egypt on
Monday to complete the African
Nations Cup semi-final jigsaw
which saw hosts Mali and three
World Cup qualifiers through.

Senegal's 2-0 victory continued
their success on the international
scene since their surprise qualifi-
cation for football's showpiece
event in South Korea and Japan
later this year.

Defending champions

Cameroon, also the Olympic
winners, merely confirmed their
pedigree as one of the established
giants of African football with their
1-0victory.

Senegal face Nigeria on
Thursday at 1600 GMT with hosts
Mali tackling defending champions
Cameroon three hours later in the
second semi-final, both in Bamako.

Cameroon advanced after
Patrick Mboma scored the decisive
goal. African footballer of the year
Mboma netted his third goal of the
tournament midway through the
second half at Sikasso's Babemba
Traore Stadium.

The Parma star's winner came
from a Geremi Njitap corner on 62
minutes, Mboma outjumping Salah
Al-Hosni to glance his header past
Egypt 'keeper EssamAl-Hadary.

It was a sorry exit for four-time
champions Egypt, whose strategy
of defending in depth and looking
for chances on the counter-attack
made for a lacklustre encounter.

Cameroon, the more adventur-
ous of the two sides, had chances
to increase their tally late on but in
the end had to settle for victory by a
single goal.

Egypt were unable to respond
to Mboma's strike, their only
attempts at an equaliser coming
from an Ahmed Hossam header
that flashed well wide of the post
and a Yaser Radwan freekick that
flew over.

In the other semi-final,
Congolese Alexis Tekumu became
the first player to be sent off in the
biennial African championship
after the second brawl of the match
erupted with full-time beckoning.

Tekumu made a two-footed
lunge at Bouba Diop just after his
team had fallen two goals behind,
triggering ugly touchline scenes as
Italian referee Domenico Messina
battled to separate players.

Once order had been restored,
Tekumu was shown a red card,
marking the sad exit of a team that
caused the surprise of the group
phase by finishing ahead of Ivory
Coast.

A headed goal by Alassane
Diao from French club Sedan put
the "Teranga Lions' ahead after 31
minutes and Al-Hadji Diouf struck a
simple second with four minutes of
normal time left.
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