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European scene

/%4 Football

AFP, Paris

They may have been on the ropes,
but anyone expecting two of the
giants of European football to col-
lapse into a heap and throw in the
towel were in for a rude awakening
atthe weekend.

In Spain, Barcelona crushed
Tenerife 6-0 and kept coach Charly
Rexach in his job while, in Germany,
European champions Bayern
Munich won their first league match
since November beating title rivals
Bayer Leverkusen 2-0 to keep up
their hopes of hanging onto their
Bundesliga crown.

PRIMERA LIGA

Barcelona had gone into the
match with struggling Tenerife in an
unaccustomed ninth place in the
table.

To make matters worse, they had
also faced revelations that five of the
squad had allegedly indulged in a
"drunken orgy" with a number of
women in a Madrid hotel the night

points off the pace - but the win
keeps them in fourth spot, six points
behind leaders Borussia Dortmund
who drew 1-1 with Wolsburg.

Interestingly, Bayern and
Borussia meet at the Olympic
Stadium next week. Kaiserslautern
remain third after a 1-0 win at
Cologne.

"It was a vital victory, because
we're back in with a chance of the
title," said Elber.

"I'm also happy with how we
played. We were on fire and we
played better football. If we can now
defeat St. Pauliand Dortmund in our
next games, we have a really good

chance of the title."

SERIE A

ons Fiorentina did their best to get
their season back on track leading
table toppers AS Roma 2-0 before
settling for a pointin a 2-2 draw.

Goals from Domenico Morfeo
and Adriano left the cash-strapped
home side looking good for a shock
win but the defending champions
showed true grit with second half
goals from Antonio Cassano and
Emerson preserving a wafer-thin
one-point lead over Inter Milan and

Primera Liga's top six

Spanish league table after Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, lost,

goals for, goals against, points):

Celta Vigo 23 10
Real Madrid 23 11

Valencia 23 10
Alaves 23 12
Deportivo 23 11
Real Betis 23 10

10 3 42 25 40
7 5 40 26 40
9 4 27 20 39
3 8 23 19 39
4 8 35 30 37
7 6 25 21 37

Bundesliga's top six

Juventus.

Juventus posted their sixth
consecutive Serie A win at home to
Lecce, prevailing 3-0 thanks to
goals from Antonio Conte, David
Trezeguet and Alessandro Del Piero
to move level in second with Inter,
held 0-0 at the San Siro by Torino on
Saturday night.

FRENCH FIRST
DIVISION

Sibierski's ninth minute strike.

Goal-hungry Lyon, who sit in
second place, kept in hot pursuit
with a convincing 4-1 mauling of
lowly Metz, who have now spiralled
into the relegation zone.

Paris St Germain, in third, could
only draw 0-0 at Montpellier while in
Sunday's only mathc resurgent
champions Nantes, who had
slipped to bottom spot for a spell,
trounced Marseille 3-1.

Hosts knock SA out

Eagles battle

CAF

THIl AFEC AN CUF OF WaTIONS
MALI 2008

AFP, Bamako

Hosts Mali sent South Africa crash-
ing out of the African Nations Cup
Sunday to reach the semi-finals of
the competition as Nigeria booked
their last-four place with a 1-0 win
over Ghana.

Mali downed World Cup qualifi-
ers South Africa 2-0 after second-
half goals from Bassala Toure and
Dramane Coulibaly in a tense
quarter-final in Kayes, 650km from

into semis

Disappointed South African
coach Carlos Queiroz said: "We
should have won this game espe-
cially when we started to frustrate
the Malian team in the second half.

"But unfortunately for us that
was when their goal came. We were
then forced to counter attack which
was normal, that was when they got
their second goal. Today was not
ourgame.”

At Bamako's March 26 stadium
later Sunday, Nigeria booked their
place in the semis thanks to a thun-
derous goal 10 minutes from time
by midfielder Garba Lawal.

Lawal's 80th-minute winner set
up a semi-final between Nigeria and
the winner of Monday's quarter-final
between Senegal and Democratic
Republic of Congo.

"| saw the ball coming and all |
thought about was making sure | hit
the target - luckily it went in the net,"
the Holland-based Lawal said
afterwards.

"It was difficult - when Nigeria
play the Black Stars of Ghana it's

always difficult. But we kept calm
and got through and that's what
matters.

"We don't know about the semi-
finals - we have to wait and see who
we gettomorrow," he added.

Team-mate Finidi George said
the Nigerians were now ready to
face anyone in the last four, and
would not be drawn on who he
would prefer to meet.

"It doesn't really matter (who we
play)," the Ipswich Town midfielder
told reporters.

"If you want to win the title
sooner or later you have to start
playing the tougher teams. In the
semi-finals all the teams are going
tobe good.

"All | can say is that we're ready
totake onanyone."

Ghana coach Fred Osam-
Duodo had no complaints with the
defeat and bemoaned the fact his
side had been unable to convert a
couple of early half chances.

"We had one or two chances
when we put their defence under

pressure in the first half. If we had
scored | think that we would have
held on towin," he said.

Lawal's stunning goal sealed
what until then had been a subdued
encounter between two of the
fiercestrivals in African football.

The game had begun in sombre
fashion, with the players holding a
moment's silence shortly before
kick-off to respect the hundreds
killed in last week's Lagos explosion
disaster. Nigeria's players donned
black armbands for the game.

Nigeria narrowly had the better
of a a cat-and-mouse first half
interrupted for several minutes
when the Super Eagles' goalkeeper
ke Shorunmu was knocked uncon-
scious in a 34th-minute collision
with defender Isaac Okoronkwo.

Shorunmu, who was replaced by
the inexperienced Murphy Akaniji,
was later said to have been
concussed in the incident but his
condition was not serious.
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