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Competition closes at 8 pm
Feb 15,  2002 and draw

shortly afterwards

1. How many ODI matches did 
Sachin Tendulkar play to score 
11000 runs?

 300   284    276

2.  Who won the Australian Open 
title?

       Hingis   Capriati     Davenport

3. Who became National women's 
chess champion?

       Rani Hamid   Shabana Parveen  Tanima Parveen

4. Who won the man-of-the-series 
award in the Bangladesh-
Pakistan one-dayers?

      Waqar Younis    Abdur Razzaq    Shahid 
Afridi

5. Which team clinched the 
Victory Day hockey title?

     Bangladesh Army  Abahani    Mohammedan

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Class. . . . . . . . Roll No. . . . . . . 

School Address . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Phone: (If any) . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tick the Correct Answers Post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 166

Muttiah Muralitharan
(Ace Sri Lankan spinner)  
"I don't see Shane Warne as a rival. 
If he gets 500 or 600 wickets I don't 
mind it, as it is his achievement. I 
want to concentrate on my per-
sonal achievements and the side 
winning."  

The first professional goaltender to use a 
curved stick in a game was Don Mcleod of 
the now defunct World Hockey Association 
Vancouver Blazers.  
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ESPN 
English Premiership 
Highlights 2001-02 
Repeat at 8:00 am 

Leeds United v Liverpool 
English Premiership 
Repeat at 9:00 am 

Serie A 
Highlights at 6:30 pm 

Football Focus 
7:30 pm 

Sportscenter Hindi 
Sports News 

Live at 8:30 pm 
Manchester United v Sunderland 

English Premiership 
Repeat at 9:30 pm 

STAR Sports 
Sportsline Today 

Sports News 
8:00 am and 12:30 pm 

Harsha Online 
Cricket Talk Show 
Repeat at 8:30 am 

Super Selector 
Cricket Programming 

9:30 am 
Trans World Sports 

International Sports News 
7:00 pm 

Sportsline Tonight 
Sports News 

Live at 8:00 pm 
England v South Africa 

Second ODI 
Highlights at 11:00 pm 
Celta Vigo v Deportivo 

Primera Liga 
Live at 2:30 am (Wednesday) 

AFP, Sharjah 

Fast bowlers Shoaib Akhtar and 
Abdur Razzaq caused a sensational 
West Indian collapse on Monday to 
lead Pakistan to a resounding 170-
run victory in the first cricket Test 
here. 

Shoaib picked up a career-best 
5-24 and Razzaq took 4-25 as the 
West Indians lost nine wickets for 56 
runs - the last seven for 25 - to be 
shot out for 171 in their second 
knock at tea on the fifth and final 
day. 

Set an improbable victory target 
of 342, the West Indians caved in 
despite a solid start that had pro-
pelled them to 115-1 soon after 
lunch. 

The second and final Test of the 
short series, being played at the 
neutral venue of the Sharjah Cricket 
Stadium, starts on Thursday on an 
adjacent wicket. 

Shoaib put aside the controversy 
over his bowling action to work up 
hostile pace even on the slow wicket 
to better his previous best of 5-43 
against Soouth Africa at Durban in 
1998. 

The tuition he received during 
the course of this Test from former 
West Indian bowling great Michael 
Holding, who is here as a television 
commentator, worked wonders as 
Shoaib beat batsmen with lighten-
ing speed. 

Seven West Indian batsmen 
were either bowled or trapped leg-
before, indicating the speed at 
which both Shoaib and Razzaq 
bowled. 

Shoaib began the destruction in 
the third over after lunch when he 
clean bowled Chris Gayle, who hit 
an impressive 66 with 15 bound-
aries. 

In his next over, Shoaib pro-
duced a fast, lifting delivery that took 
the glove of Wavell Hinds and was 
snapped up by wicket-keeper 
Rashid Latif. 

It was Latif's 100th dismissal in 
his 28th Test, during which he also 
completed 1,000 runs while making 
150 in the first innings. 

The West Indies suffered 
another blow soon after when 
Sherwin Campbell was declared run 
out by third umpire Athar Zaidi after 
responding to Carl Hooper's call for 
a sharp single. 

Razzaq took over from there, 
removing Shivnarine Chanderpaul, 
Hooper and Ridley Jacobs in one 
over to reduce the West Indies to 

150-7. 
Chanderpaul was caught behind 

from the first ball of Razzaq's fourth 
over, before Hooper and Jacobs 
were trapped leg-before off the fifth 
and sixth. 

Razzaq was denied a hat-trick, 
as was Shoaib soon after when he 
clean bowled Mervyn Dillon and 
Cameron Cuffy off successive balls. 

The last-wicket pair of Ryan 
Hinds and Pedro Collins put on 16 

before Razzaq bowled Collins for 12 
to signal Pakistan's win. 

There was little indication of what 
lay ahead when the West Indies, 
lifted by an unbeaten 62 from Gayle, 
moved to 111-1 by lunch. 

Starting the day at 24-0, still 
needing 318 in a minimum of 90 
overs, openers Daren Ganga and 
Gayle hammered 49 runs from 12 
overs in the first hour. 

Leg-spinner Danish Kaneria was 
thrashed for 19 runs in his first over 
of the day, including four boundaries 
by Gayle. 

The run-rate did not slacken 
despite Shoaib sending down five 
maidens in his first six overs. 

Shoaib was rewarded for his 
hard work in his eighth over when he 
flattened Ganga's stumps with an 
express delivery. 

Ganga scored 34 in a first-wicket 
stand of 76 with Gayle. 
Gayle reached his half-century by 
driving off-spinner Saqlain Mushtaq 
through the covers for his 11th 
boundary, and celebrated the feat 
with two more fours in the same 
over. 

SCOREBOARD 
Final scoreboard on the fifth day of 
the first Test between Pakistan and 
the West Indies at the Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium on Monday: 

PAKISTAN: First innings 493 
(Rashid Latif 150, Yousuf Youhana 
146, Younis Khan 53; C Gayle 3-27, 

M Dillon 3-140) 
WEST INDIES: First innings 366 

(C Gayle 68, S Chanderpaul 66, R 
Hinds 62, W Hinds 59, C Hooper 56; 
W Younis 4-93) 

PAKISTAN: Second innings 
214-6 declared (Inzamamul Haq 48, 
R Latif 47 not out) 

WEST INDIES: Second innings 
(overnight 24-0) 
Ganga b Shoaib 34 
Gayle b Shoaib 66 
Campbell run out 20 
W Hinds c Rashid b Shoaib 8 
Hooper lbw b Razzaq 13 
Chanderpaul c Rashid b Razzaq 0 
R Hinds not out 9 
Jacobs lbw b Razzaq 0 
Dillon b Shoaib 0 
Cuffy b Shoaib 0 
Collins b Razzaq 12 
Extras: (b1, lb1, nb7)) 9 
Total: (All out in 62.5 overs) 171 
Fall of wickets: 1-76, 2-115, 3-125, 
4-146, 5-149, 6-150, 7-150, 8-155, 
9-155 
Bowler O M R W 
Waqar 9 2 35 0 
Saqlain 11 5 30 0 
Kaneria 19 7 55 0 
Shoaib 16 7 24 5 
Razzaq 7.5 1 25 4 
Result: Pakistan won by 170 
runs. 
Man-of - the-match:  Shoaib  
Akhtar. 
Second Test: February 7. 
Umpires: George Sharp (Eng-
land) and Mohammad Riazuddin 
(Pakistan). 

AFP, Christchurch 

Favourites Zimbabwe moved into 
the final of the ICC Under-19s World 
Cup Plate Championship after 
registering a comfortable 35 run 
victory over Namibia here on 
Monday. 

Zimbabwe, who were knocked 
out of the senior competition at the 
first round stage, dodged the rain 
showers to dismiss Namibia for 193 
and set up a meeting with either 
Nepal or Bangladesh in Friday's 
final. 

Nepal and Bangladesh meet 
on Wednesday with Australia and 
the West Indies battling it out for a 
place in the final of the main 
competition on the same day. 

A successful tournament for 
Namibia, who caused a shock by 
beating Sri Lanka in the early stages 
of the competition, came to an end 
against a Zimbabwe side boasting 
three players with international 
experience at the senior level. 

Sean Ervine, who made his one-
day international debut against 
England last October, claimed the 
man of the match award for an 
innings of 72 that lifted Zimbabwe's 
total to 228 from their 50 overs. 

Ervine's well paced innings 
contained eight fours and a six and 
helped propel Zimbabwe from 86-4 
past the 200 mark. 

Zimbabwe's two Test players, 
Tatenda Taibu (30) and Hamilton 
Masakadza (22), also contributed as 
did 15-year-old schoolboy Brendon 
Taylor, who made a responsible 37. 

All-rounder Burton Van Rooi, 
who has had an impressive tourna-
ment, was the best of the Namibian 
bowlers with figures of 3-33. 

Namibia's innings got off to a 
poor start when Zimbabwean pace 
bowler Waddington Mwayenga had 
captain Stephan Swanepoel caught 
at second slip for eight and then 
bowled Hugo Ludik for a duck. 

Van Rooi became Mwayenga 
third victim when he played across a 
straight delivery and was adjudged 
leg before for nine as Namibia 
lurched to 36-3. 

Michael Greef and Johan Nel 
added 31 for the fourth wicket but 
the dismissal of both batsmen within 
three deliveries dealt a fatal blow to 
Namibia's chances. 

AFP, Melbourne 

Steve Waugh has escaped any 
punishment for his outburst at a 
press conference Sunday following 
Australia's failure to qualify for the 
tri-nation one-day finals. 

Australian Cricket Board (ACB) 
chief executive James Sutherland 
said he had spoken to Waugh about 
the incident. 

"A couple of ACB representa-
tives were there, I have spoken to 
them, it would appear it was a pretty 
difficult press conference at the end 
of a difficult match and a long sum-
mer," Sutherland said. 

"He made an off-the-cuff remark 
to an ACB person on the way out. 

"I understand the context of that, 
I have spoken to Steve Waugh and I 
won't be taking the matter any 
further." 

It was the second time Waugh's 
asides at a media conference have 
caused him problems. 

Las t  mon th  Waugh ,  t he  
Australian skipper, apologised to 
South African fast bowler Steve 
Elworthy over a flippant remark 
about the paceman's brain - or lack 
of it. 

That comment came as Waugh 
observed Proteas skipper Shaun 
Pollock telling a post-match news 
conference a scan on Elworthy, who 
was struck by a Glenn McGrath 
bouncer during the match, had 
found no damage. 

Australia, the one-day World 

Cup champions failed to qualify for 
the finals of the tri-nation tourna-
ment on their home turf, leaving 
South Africa and New Zealand to 
fight it out for the trophy. 

Meanwhile AFP reports from 
Sydney that Australia may axe Test 
captain Waugh as one-day skipper 
after they failed to reach the finals of 

the tri-nation tournament. 
Waugh, who led Australia to a 

world record 16-straight Test wins 
and the World Cup in 1999, admit-
ted he anticipated the chop. 

"Everyone is under scrutiny," he 
said. "You've got to perform, I don't 
expect any favours. 

"If I'm not doing the job and 
someone is doing better, then they 
will get the opportunity." 

Last week the ACB ruled that 
Waugh would not be a selector on 
overseas tours. 

However, the chairman of the 
Australian selectors, Trevor Hohns, 
denied there would be wholesale 
changes to the side for the tour of 
South Africa. 

"The one-day tour of South Africa 
is not for some time so we as a 
group of selectors haven't dis-
cussed that as yet and won't be for 
probably three weeks," he said. 

"There's plenty of speculation 
but we haven't discussed the issue 
at all as yet," he said. 

Waugh replaced Mark Taylor as 
one-day captain in 1998 and then 
took over as Test captain from Taylor 
the following year. 

However, Waugh was expected 
to keep his place as Test skipper for 
the tour to South Africa starting in a 
fortnight. 

Kiwis to be at 
full strength 
AFP, Melbourne 

All-rounder Chris Cairns and pace-
man Shane Bond return to 
strengthen New Zealand for the 
opening game of the tri-series finals 
against South Africa at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground on 
Wednesday. 

The Kiwis have beaten the 
Proteas only once in their last 16 
one-day matches. 

But Cairns believed the Black 
Caps had a real chance of pulling off 
an upset. 

"Finals situations bring out the 
most amazing results - anything can 
happen," he said. 

Cairns did not train Monday as 
he rested the back problem that kept 
him out of Friday's loss to South 
Africa in Perth but he had little doubt 
he would play - and bowl. 

"I'm a 90 per cent chance of 
playing at this stage, just got to get 

SEE PAGE 14

Bacher pulls for 
points system
 AFP, Sydney 

World Cup executive director Ali 
Bacher said Monday he wants the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) to 
approve a controversial bonus points 
system for next year's tournament in 
South Africa. 

The system was criticised by 
Australian captain Steve Waugh and 
New Zealand skipper Stephen 
Fleming after the Kiwis kept Australia 
out of the current tri-nation series 
finals with South Africa. 

After Australia beat South Africa in 
their last match in Perth on Sunday 
but failed to win a bonus point to make 
the finals, Waugh said the system 
needed to be reviewed.

SEE PAGE 14 

Masud Noorjahan
High's hero 

SPORTS REPORTER

A brilliant century by Masud guided 
Noorjahan Begun High School to a 
massive 124-run win over Child 
Basic Homes in one of the five 
Dhaka zonal qualifying matches of 
the Standard Chartered 20th 
N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  C r i c k e t  
Championship at the Dhanmondi 
Club ground on Monday.

Masud scored 116 as Noojahan 
Begum High piled up 234 for six in 
the stipulated 35 overs. Child Basic 
Homes were shot out for 110 in 29.3 
overs.

Away at the Uttara Police Lines 
ground, Maple Leaf beat Mirpur 
Bangla High School by 49 runs while 
West End High School recorded a 
69-run win over Sonet Kindergarten 
at the Mirpur Outer Stadium.

Khilgoan High School white-
w a s h e d  S h a h i d  L t  S e l i m  
Shikkhyalaya by 152 runs at the 
Gulshan Youth Club ground while St 
Joseph High School defeated 
European Standard School by four 
wickets at the Dhanmondi Cricket 
Stadium.

BRIEF SCORES
Maple Leaf v Mirpur Bangla 

Venue: UPL
MAPLE LEAF: 197 all out in 34.3 

overs (Sarwar 72, Imran 51, Murad 
18, Saiful 5/14)

MIRPUR BANGLA: 148 all out in 
31.1 overs (Kamrul 24, Aerif 23, 
Hasan 2/8)

Result: Maple Leaf won by 49 
runs
Noorjahan Begun High School v 
Child Basic Homes

Venue: DCG
NOORJAHAN BEGUM HIGH 

SCHOOL: 234 for 6 in 35 overs 
(Masud 116, Zaman 44, Zia 2/14)

CHILD BASIC: 110 all out in 29.3 
overs (Sharif 36, Johny 5/14, Abul 
4/19)

Result: Noorjahan Begun High 
School won by 124 runs.
Sonet Kindergarten v West End 
High School

Venue: MOS
WEST END HIGH SCHOOL: 190 

all out in 33.5 overs (Tanvir 56, Monir 
4/30)

SONET KINDERGARTEN: 121 
all out in 30 overs (monir 36, Bijoy 
2/10)

Result: West End High School 
won by 69 runs
Shaheed Lt Selim Shikkhyalaya v 
Khilgaon High School

SEE PAGE 14

Akhtar, Razzaq rout WI 

SPORTS REPORTER 

Bangladesh A staged a remarkable 
turnaround on the third day of their 
Busta Cup match against Leeward 
Islands at St. Jones in Antigua on 
Sunday. 

Young batsman Mazharul Huq 
led the tourists' fightback with a gritty 
89 as the A team, who resumed on 
84 for four, went on to make 312 in 
their second knock, leaving the 
home side needing 289 for victory. 
Leewards were 18 without loss at 
stumps.  

Bangladesh A had made 176 in 
their first innings and then restricted 
Leewards to 199. 

Mazharul, the right-hander, 
changed the complexion of the 
game with attacking shots all around 
park. Beginning the day with his 
overnight score of 18, the robust 
middle-order featured in two vital 
partnerships to take the visitors from 
a precarious position to a fighting 
total. 

He added 93 runs for the fifth 
wicket with his captain Akram Khan 
(36) and 49 runs in a sixth-wicket 
stand with Naimur Rahman (21) 
before being dismissed eleven runs 
short of what would have been his 
maiden first-class century. 

Mazharul struck nine boundaries 
and a six in his 211-ball knock.

Test discard Mushfiqur Rahman 
also showed good form. The tall all-
rounder struck exactly 50 before 
becoming the last Bangladesh 
wicket to fall. Mushfiq hammered 
five fours in his 93-ball stay at the 
wicket. Leg-spinner Mosaddek 
Hossain gave him good company as 
they added a valuable 47 runs for 
the eighth wicket. Mosaddek made 
22. 

Mosaddek , who has proven to be 
the most consistent performer for 
the A team, was the wrecker-in-chief 
in Leewards first innings with a five-
wicket haul. His leg spin could again 
be a factor on the last day's wicket as 
the A team pushes for a memorable 
victory.

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at stumps on the third 
day of the four-day Busta Cup match 
between Bangladesh A and 
Leeward Islands on Sunday: 

BANGLADESH A: First innings 
176 all out in 71.2 overs (Anwar 
Hossain 44, Mazharul Haque 31; K 
Jeremy 6-33, A Sanford 2-51) 

LEEWARD ISLANDS: First 
innings 199 all out in 71.3 overs (R 
Morton 67, F Adams 62; Mosaddek 
Hossain 5-46, Naimur Rahman 4-
38) 

BANGLADESH A: Second 
innings (overnight 84-4) 

Hannan c Joseph b Adams 42 
Ehsanul run out (Williams) 19 
Mazharul c Williams b Christopher 89 
Anwar c Simmonds b Cornwall 0 
Tushar lbw b Cornwall 1 
Akram b Prince 36 
Naimur run out (Jeremy) 22 
Mushfiqur c Williams b Jeremy 50 
Mosaddek c Morton b Jeremy 21 
Alamgir c Cornwall b Prince 2 
Monir not out 6 
Extras: (b-6, lb-7, nb-11) 24 
Total: (All out in 114.4 overs) 312 

Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-75, 3-81, 
4-84, 5-177, 6-226, 7-228, 8-275, 9-
285 
Bowler O M R W 
Christopher 16 0 52 1 
Prince 18 1 59 2 
Jeremy 24 7 54 2 
Sanford 22 6 48 0 
Cornwall 20 3 39 2 
Adams 14.4 1 47 1 

LEEWARD ISLANDS: Second 
innings 
Williams not out 9 
Adams not out 8 
Extras: (lb-1) 1 
Total: (For no loss in 9 overs) 18 
To bat: R Morton, D Joseph, J 
Mitchum, W Cornwall, J Simmonds, 
K Jeremy, A Sanford, G Prince,  R 
Christopher 
Bowler O M R W 
Alamgir 3 0 5 0 
Monir 4 1 12 0
Naimur 2 2 0 0

SPORTS REPORTER 

While Rajshahi and Chittagong 
made sure that they won maximum 
points leaders Dhaka suffered a 
shock defeat against Sylhet in the 
one-day competition of the Ispahani 
National Cricket League on Monday. 

At the Bangabandhu National 
Stadium, Rajshahi posted a six-
wicket win over Khulna. 

Former champions Chittagong 
coasted to an 80-run victory against 
hosts Barisal. 
But the result of the day was Sylhet's 
five-wicket success against the star-
studded capital team at the Sylhet 
Stadium. 

Sylhet v Dhaka
All-rounder Aloke Kapali single-

handedly engineered Dhaka's 
downfall. He captured four wickets 
for 28 runs with his leg spin as 
Dhaka, electing to bat, were skittled 
out for 161 in 41.5 overs.

Kapali then scored an unbeaten 
32 in an unbroken sixth-wicket stand 

of 66 runs with Rana to steer the 
home side to 165 in 45.2 overs. 

The victory took Sylhet to the top 
of the one-day table along with 
Rajshahi and Chittagong, all having 
collected eight points each. But 
Chittagong have played one match 
more than their rivals. Dhaka on the 
other hand remained glued to their 
previous collection of six points after 
six games.

Khulna v Rajshahi 
Rajshahi made light work of 

Khulna's 136 all out in 45 overs. 
They reached 139 for four in 29.4 
overs with opener Rafiqul smashing 
a 63-ball 51. Rajshahi's new-ball 
bowler Mamun snapped up four 
wickets for 30 runs in his 10 overs. 

Chittagong v Barisal
At Barisal Sabbir Khan cele-

brated his promotion to the top-order 
with a blazing half-century. 

The gangling right-hander, better 
known for his off-spin, hammered a 
53-ball 71 that included six fours and 
three sixes. His explosive knock 
enabled Chittagong pile up a mas-
sive 276 for six in 50 overs.

Barisal, in reply, were bundled 
out for 186 in 46.5 overs.

Batting at number three Sabbir 
shared 51 runs for the second wicket 
with Anisul Hakim and added 80 
runs for the third wicket with 
Minhazul Abedin. 

Veteran campaigner Minhaz 
struck a fine 56 off 62 balls inclusive 
of three fours and a six.  

SCOREBOARDS
Scoreboards of the limited-overs 
matches of the Ispahani National 
League on Monday. 
RAJSHAHI VS KHULNA

Venue: Bangabandhu National 
Stadium
KHULNA
Sajjad b Sumon  0
Nahid c Bidyut b Mamun  5
Niaz c Rojel b Sumon  9
Raju c Rojel b Mamun  1
Hasan c & b Mamun  5
Biplob lbw b Mostakim  56
Monir c sub b Mamun  0
Salim c Bidyut b Tariq  19
Jamal c Rojel b Tariq  0
Tamim not out  5
A Kamal c & b Mostakim  18
Extras: (b-1, nb-2, w-15)  18
Total: (All out in 45.2 overs) 136

SEE PAGE 14

Waugh thru' bad times 

BD A challenge Leewards Kapali star of the day

PHOTO: STAR 

MAKING AMENDS! Bangladesh Football Federation general secretary Harun-ur-Rashid (R) speaks to the press after 
his ousted executive committee was reinstated on Monday. Jute Minister Maj (retired) Hafizuddin Ahmed (2nd from 
R) and State Minister for Youth and Sports Fazlur Rahman (2nd from L) were also present. 

SHOAIB ... m-o-m

SPORTS REPORTER

The government finally yesterday 
reinstated the elected committee of 
BFF  (Bang ladesh  Foo tba l l  
Federation), a first step towards 
lifting the FIFA ban on Bangladesh.

The government on December 
20 dissolved Harunur Rashid's 
executive body to form an ad-hoc 
committee with Anwarul Haq Helal 
as the new general secretary.

Asian Football Federation did not 
take the change lightly as it was a 
clear violation to the FIFA statutes. 
AFC then recommended FIFA, the 
game's world governing body, to 
suspend Bangladesh from interna-
tional football. Acting on the recom-
mendation, the Zurich-based FIFA 
suspended Bangladesh on January 
9. FIFA, in a letter to the BFF, clearly 
stated that the suspension would 
not go unless Bangladesh rein-
stated the democratically elected 
committee.

And after month long delay and 
futile deliberations, Fazlur Rahman 
Patal, the states minister for youth 
and sports, realised that he has no 
alternative other than summoning 
back Harunur Rashid into the office.

Jute minister and former BFF 
president Maj (retired) Hafizuddin 
Ahmed BB, acting as a mediator 
between the government and the 
ousted committee, formally handed 
over the National Sports Council 
(NSC) notification to Harun and his 
colleagues at the federation office 
yesterday. The notification also 
dissolved the ad-hoc committee led 
by Anwarul Haq Helal.

"Pursuant to Rule 20A (b) of NSC 
Act 1974 (as amended up to 1991), 
National Sports Council hereby 
cance ls  i ts  not i f i ca t ion No 
NSC/120/1 Gen/2888 dated 20 
December 2001, dissolving the ad-
hoc committee of Bangladesh 
Football Federation with Anwarul 
Haq Helal as General Secretary," 
read the notification.

"By virtue of power conferred 
upon National Sports Council in the 

aforesaid rule 20A9b) of the same 
statute of Bangladesh National 
Sports Council hereby re-instates 
the previous elected committee of 
Bangladesh Football Federation 
with Mr Harunur Rashid as General 
Secretary.

"This comes into effect from 
February 4, 2002," the notification 
added.

Speaking to a crowded press 
corps after handing over of the 
notification, Hafizuddin said that it 
was an unintentional mistake on the 
part of the government and no one 
was individually responsible for that 
undesired episode.

"I think I can put it in this way that 
people do lack knowledge about the 
power of FIFA and AFC," said the 
former national forward, who was 
also a vice-president of AFC in the 
eighties. He also informed that he, 
along with Harun and Helal, would 
fly off to Malaysia later in the night to 
have a former discussion over the 
issues with AFC general secretary 
Peter Vellappan.

"Our mission is to request AFC to 
recommend our case to FIFA 

immediately. Hopefully, AFC would 
recommend to lift the suspension as 
early as possible," he said.

Hafiz finally asked all parties to 
work together and revive the old 
glory of the game in the country. He 
also revealed that SA Sultan MP 
would continue as BFF president as 
government nominated person.

In his speech, Harun thanked the 
local media for highlighting the 
recent happenings and informed 
that his committee will sit soon to set 
the new course of action after he 
returns from Malaysia.

Harun, who is a member of the 
AFC executive committee, is also 
due to attend the executive commit-
tee meeting on January 7 at Kuala 
Lumpur.

State Minister for Youth and 
Sports Fazlur Rahman said that by 
reinstating the executive commit-
tee, the government has done its 
best for the cause of the game.

He also disclosed that, six BFF 
members, who resigned from the

SEE PAGE 14

 

BFF back to normalcy

STEVE WAUGH

Zim in Plate final 
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