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Kashmir CM
favours LoC to
be turned into
int'l border

AFP, yammu

The chief minister of India's Kashmir
state took issue with the country's
prime minister on Monday, arguing
that formally splitting Kashmir with
Pakistan was the only viable solu-
tion to the bloody dispute over the
divided region.

Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah
said the UN-monitored Line of
Control (LoC) currently dividing
Indian and Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir should be turned into the
accepted international border.

"I see only one solution -- that
part is Pakistan and this is India,"
Abdullah told reporters here.

4 Palestinians
killed in
Gaza blast

AFP, Gaza city

Four Palestinians were killed and
one seriously wounded Monday
when their car exploded in the Gaza
Strip, in a blast blamed on Israel,
hospital and security sources said.

Three of the dead were named
as Majid Moamer, Aiman ElI
Bugdaree and Ibrahim Jarbuwa.
The identity of the fourth man killed
was notimmediately known.

One man was also critically
injured and one slightly hurt, the
hospital officials said.

CPP dominates
Cambodian polls

AFP, Phnom Penh

Major political parties were bracing
for change Monday as scrutinisers
finalise the results of Cambodia's
historic local elections which look
set to deliver overwhelming victory
to the Cambodian People's Party
(CPP).

Early results show the CPP --
party of Prime Minister Hun Sen --
has romped home in Sunday's
commune elections, winning a
majority of districts in all 22 prov-
inces. However, the opposition Sam
Rainsy Party (SRP) polled surpris-
ingly well.

World Social
Forum renews
peace calls

AFP,Porto Alegre

Strident criticism of the United
States dominated the World Social
Forum's Peace Conference, which
drew to a close Sunday urging thata
democratic mediation mechanism
be created to deal with conflicts.

"The inauguration of terror as
countries' way of relating was what
happened in response to the
September 11 terrorist attacks,"
read the peace conference mani-
festo released at the conclusion of
the forum.

S Korean FM
replaced

AFP, seoul

President Kim Dae-Jung on
Monday dismissed Foreign Minister
Han Seung-Soo as part of a cabinet
reshuffle, officials said.

The presidential office said Vice
Foreign Minister Choi Sung-Hong
will replace Han who was returning
Monday from talks in Washington
with US Secretary of State Colin
Powell.

News of Choi's promotion was
released before Han even got back
to Seoul.

Media reports said Han had
become a victim of the growing war
of words between the United States
and North Korea.

President George W. Bush's
condemnation of North Korea as
being part of an "axis of evil" has
increased concerns in Seoul about
relations with its communist neigh-
bour.

Manila warns
Muslim rebels
over threat to
Americans

AFP, zamboanga

Armed attacks against US troops in
the Philippines will bring swift
retribution, the Philippines military
warned Monday as the two allies
mounted a joint anti-terror operation
inaMuslim guerrilla zone.

The 12,500-strong Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF), the coun-
try's biggest Muslim separatist
group, had warned on Sunday that
its fighters would shoot American
soldiers who strayed into their areas
on Basilanisland.

Officials have said the object of
the joint operations was to crush the
Abu Sayyaf, a small group of Islamic
militants linked to Osama bin
Laden's al-Qaida terror network and
holding a US couple and a Filipina
nurse hostage on Basilan.

West Bengal to crack down
on madrassahs

AFP, Kolkata

The Marxist-ruled Indian state of West Bengal plans to regulate Islamic
schools, or madrassahs, in the wake of last month's attack outside the
American cultural centre in Kolkata, in which five policemen were killed.

The leaders of West Bengal's ruling left-wing coalition, headed by the
Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M), are due to meet this week to
discuss what steps could be taken to strengthen control over madrassahs,
officials said Monday.

"There are intelligence reports that suspected Islamic extremists are
taking refuge in the madrassahs, whose numbers are growing fast in the
villages near the border with Bangladesh," State Minister for Minority
Development and Welfare Mohammad Selim told AFP.

The Marxist government in West Bengal has always prided itself on its
secular credentials and resisted any policies that could alienate the state's
large Muslim population.

However India's current stand against Islamic extremist groups operat-
ing out of Pakistan and the January 22 attack outside the American centre
have forced a more interventionist line.

"Madrassahs in the Muslim-dominated villages of nine districts along the
border have been put under close surveillance. The teaching of terrorism
under the cloak of religion in such schools cannot be accepted," Selim said.

"We have also decided to check the growth of madrassahs and mosques
in villages and scrutinise those that have already been set up."

Madrassahs traditionally provide free education, food and board to poor
children whose parents cannot afford to pay normal school fees.

Education focuses on teaching of the Quran, but there are allegations
that some madrassahs are fuelling an extremist form of Islam with connec-

tions to terrorist activities.

There are more than 500 registered madrassahs in West Bengal, but the
president of the State Madrassahs Board, Abdus Sattar, acknowledged that
the number of schools working without official sanction was unknown.

"We do not have the exact number of unrecognised madrassahs," Sattar
said, adding that a committee had been set up -- headed by a former West
Bengal governor -- to conduct a count and review the curricula currently in
use.

"If any recognised madrassahs is found indulging in anti-national
activities, it will be immediately shut down", Sattar said. "West Bengal will
not fund madrassahs which teach children to fight for Islam."

Indian intelligence officials accuse the Pakistani ISI intelligence agency
of securing a foothold in West Bengal through the infiltration of extremists
over the porous Bangladesh border.

Indian police say two Pakistani nationals shot dead by security forces last
week in the eastern state of Jharkhand had confessed before they died to
participating in the American Centre attack.

Gunmen on motorcycles had driven up to the centre in the early morning
and opened fire on policemen who were changing shift outside the building.
Four policemen died on the spot, while a fifth succumbed to his wounds in
hospital.

At a recent public meeting, West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadev
Bhattacharya expressed grave concern over growing ISI activities in border
districts.

India also blamed Pakistan-based militant groups for carrying out the
December 13 attack on the Indian parliamentin New Delhi.

Since then, the two rivals have massed an estimated 800,000 troops on
their common border where they remain locked in a tense military stand-off.

S'pore suspends 2 school girls
for wearing headscarf

AFP, Singapore

Singapore on Monday suspended
two Muslim schoolgirls for wearing
Islamic headscarves at their schools
after a government deadline for
them to remove the headgear in
compliance with school rules.

The education ministry said in a
statement that Nurul Nasihah and
Siti Farziwah, both aged seven,
were suspended. A third school girl,
Siti Amir, was absent from class and
a fourth was given until next Monday
to comply.

Mohamed Nasser, the father of
Nurul, told AFP her daughter cried
on being informed it would be her
last day at the Whitesands Primary
School.

The four schoolgirls had been
threatened with suspension on
Monday if they continued to violate a
government ban on headscarves in
school in a rule designed to promote
racial harmony.

The fourth schoolgirl Khairah
Faroukh was given a later date to
comply because she started wear-
ing the headgear, or tudung, only on
January 14, a week after the three
others.

[

PHOTO: AFP

A Singaporean Malay Muslim pupil, Nurul Nasihah,7-yr-old, (L) with her
mother leaves the Whitesands Primary School in Singapore on Monday.
Nurul was suspended for continuing to wear her Islamic headscarf despite a

deadline set by the government to remove it, her father said.

AFP, cay

Hundreds of people spent the night
outside in sub-zero temperatures in
western Turkey after a powerful
earthquake left 45 people dead and
hundreds more injured.

As aftershocks continued to jolt
the region following Sunday's
quake, which measured 6.0 on the
Richter scale, many gathered
around bonfires and huddled under
blankets to keep themselves warm
in the face of temperatures as low as
minus five degrees Celsius.

Some people were lucky enough
to get one of the thousands of tents
sent by aid agencies, while others
crafted impromptu shelters by
covering the back of a truck with a
blanket.

One such couple were Salih
Kocer, a night watchman, and his
wife Selma, whose house in the
small town of Cay suffered signifi-

Residents of the village of Cay walk over the rubble and ruins of houses after an earthquake hit the western Turkish
province of Afyon on Sunday. Two powerful earthquakes rocked western Turkey killing at least 45 people, while
another 111 people were injured, and authorities said they feared the death toll would keep onrising.
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"We are afraid to go into our
houses. There have been tremors
continuing throughout the night,"

Turkish quake victims sleep
in cold amid aftershocks

Kocer told AFP on Monday as they
stood outside their makeshift shel-
ter.

Nearby, Gulsum Ok was doing
her best to keep her two children
warm.

"We have been told to stay away
from our houses, but | think | will go
in tonight because | fear the children
will fall sick if we stay in the cold for
one more night," she said.

Only a few thousands blankets
have reached the quake area, much
less than the 20,000 needed for
survivors, according to the Anatolia
news agency.

Turkey's Housing and Civil
Works Minister Abdulkadir Akcan
pledged Sunday that some 7,000
tents and at least 30,000 blankets
would be distributed by mid-day
Monday.

Local authorities have also
issued an urgent appeal for some
60,000 blankets, stoves, water and
food in the region.

Nepal seeks extension of
emergency for 3 months

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal's Home Minister Khum
Bahadur Khadka has said a state of
emergency declared by the govern-
ment in November needs to be
extended by three months to crush a
Maoistinsurgency.

"If the state of emergency is
extended for three more months, |
am confident of solving 75 percent
of the terrorism problem," Khadka
told reporters late Sunday.

The government, led by Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba,
declared the emergency on
November 26 and deployed the
army after the Maoists, who have
been fighting since 1996 to over-
throw the constitutional monarchy,
broke a four-month ceasefire and
ended peace talks.

The emergency has to be
approved by lawmakers within three
months of its imposition and the
government needs to win at least a
two-thirds majority in the 205-

member lower house of parliament
toextendit.

But this could be difficult as
opposition parties have said they
want to see it lifted.

Deuba's ruling Nepali Congress
(NC) party has 113 seats in the
house of representatives, the main
opposition Nepal Communist Party-
United Marxist and Leninist (NCP-
UML) 68, the rightist National
Democratic Party (NDP) 11, with
smaller parties taking the remain-
der.

"We have started negotiations
with the opposition leaders for their
support," Khadka said.

"I am fully confident that the
parliament will be able to endorse
the state emergency declared on
November 26."

The home minister said that
Nepal had requested the US to
supply military helicopters for its
battle against the guerrillas.

'US attack on Iran would
be irreparable mistake’

AFP, Tehran

Iran warned the United States on Monday that any attack
against it would be an "irreparable mistake" and denied
US claims it was harbouring al-Qaida members.

Foreign ministry spokesman Hamid-Reza Asefi also
dismissed President George W. Bush's charge last week
that Iran is developing weapons of mass destruction.

"l only hope the Americans will not make such a huge,
irreparable mistake," Asefi told reporters after being
asked about the possibility of a US attack on the Islamic
republic.

"It would be better if American leaders expressed
themselves on the basis of real facts and not their imagi-

Afghanistan.

illegal entry."

nation, and if they furnished some proof," he said.

"The recent US accusations against Iran are inspired
and dictated by the Zionist regime, which shows yet
again that the Americans are not sincere when they say
they want rapprochement with Iran."

US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said on
Sunday he had no doubt that Tehran helped members of
the al-Qaida network and its allies, Afghanistan's former
ruling Taliban, escape into Iran from neighbouring

"We deny all reports about the presence of al-Qaida
members in Iran," Asefi said. "As far as we are con-
cerned, our borders are closed and we are blocking all

AFP, colombo

Sri Lanka Monday marked its 54th
anniversary of independence from
Britain with a low-key military
parade staged by an uneasy
cohabitation government but amid
renewed hopes of ending the
island's Tamil separatist war.
President Chandrika Kum-
aratunga received a 21-gun salute
and witnessed a march past by
security forces and school children
at Colombo's Independence
Square on the first national day
ceremony since a rival party won
parliamentary elections in
December. At the main official

Karzai talks tough on warlords

celebrations, there was no military
hardware on display but one army
unit brought its mascot, a baby
elephant known as Kandula, to take
partinthe ceremonies.

AFP, Kabul

Interim Afghan leader Hamid Karzai
has vowed to rein in warlords as
fresh fighting erupted in the north
and the United States accused Iran
of helping Osama bin Laden's
fighters escape Afghanistan.

More factional clashes, this time
in the far north between ethnic
Uzbek and Tajik commanders, have
fuelled fears that mounting instabil-
ity could undermine Karzai's US-

backed six-month government
installed in December.

"This is one more reason why we
should finish warlordism in this
country," Karzai told AFP.

Forces of instability emanating
from Iran, which has close contacts
with the local warlord ruling the
border province of Herat in the west,
also have the potential to derail
Afghanistan's reconstruction,
according to US officials.

US Defence Secretary Donald

Rumsfeld on Sunday said there
"isn't any doubt" that Tehran helped
members of bin Laden's al-Qaida
network and the Taliban escape
Afghanistaninto Iran.

"There isn't any doubt in my mind
but that the porous border between
Iran and Afghanistan has been used
for al-Qaida and Taliban to move
into Iran and find refuge," Rumsfeld
told ABC television.

Kumaratunga viewed the march
past seated next to her arch political
rival Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe.

In a break from tradition there
was no lengthy national day speech
by the president, but in separate
freedom day messages, both
leaders called for collective action to
politically end the island's drawn out
Tamil separatist war which has
claimed more than 60,000 lives in
the pastthree decades.

Lanka rides on peace hopes

Low-key ceremony on Independence Day

The president and the prime
minister both need the support of
each other's parties to push ahead
with attempts by Norway to broker
peace with Tiger rebels, who are
fighting for an independent home-
land in the north and east of the
island.

Officials said this year's national
day had not been marred by attacks
unlike previous occasions when the
guerrillas targeted military or civilian
installations.

The government and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) have been observing unilat-
eral ceasefires since Christmas and
there are hopes that a stable
cessation of hostilities may be
agreed ahead of possible face-to-
face talks to politically end the
bloodshed.

In 1995 Sri Lanka marked
freedom day during a truce, but it
eventually broke down after 100
days and there was fresh fighting
just two months later.

Kumaratunga, in her freedom
day message, drew attention to the
cohabitation government which has
been in place since the defeat of her
People's Alliance party in the
December election by the United
National Party (UNP), led by
Wickremesinghe.

PHOTO: AFP
Sri Lankan President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga (R) and Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe chat during the 54th Independence Day
celebrations in Colombo on Monday. The celebrations marked the first ever
political co-habitation at Independence Day between Kumaratunga's
Alliance and Wickremesinghe's United National Party. Others are unidenti-
fied.

The stage is set for Queen's party

AP, London

When Elizabeth Il inherited the British throne in 1952, movie audiences
were expected to stand for "God Save the Queen," and royal privacy was
closely guarded.

Today she and her family are regularly pilloried in the press, any tourist
with dIrs 16 can get into Buckingham Palace, and the details of the chil-
dren's marital disasters are global press fodder.

Yet as she marks the 50th anniversary of her reign February 6, the
queen can take comfort in an opining poll indicating two-thirds of her sub-
jects think highly of her and her family.

Often criticised in the press as remote, cold and unfeeling, the queen
has always managed to hold the support of most of the country. Her
approval rating rises and falls but doesn't stay down for long.

That doesn't mean the monarchy doesn't have its critics, and plans for
the queen's golden jubilee celebrations have prompted the latest round of
objections.

The official anniversary of Elizabeth's reign in Feb 6 -- the date her
father, King George VI, died. But most festivities are planned for the
warmer months of the spring and summer.

"In 2002, we're uninspired by our politicians, disillusioned by the
Windsors and ashamed of our public services. So we truly don't feel in a
flag-waving mood," wrote Lynda Lee-Potter, gossip columnist for the
mass-circulation Daily Mail, normally a supporter of the monarchy.

"The whole idea of golden jubilee celebrations is out of date," groused
Roy Hatersley, former deputy leader of the Labour Party, a longtime oppo-
nent of monarchy, and now a baron-for-life in the House of Lords. "Itis part
of the myth of Merrie England," he wrote in The Guardian newspaper.

The monarchy has changed a little, too.

The queen has a Web site, pays income tax and has taken most of her
relatives off the public payroll; the huge Royal Yacht Britannia was retired
in 1997 and the queen travels occasionally on scheduled trains rather then
gearing up the royal train. She has let it be known that it is no longer neces-
sary to bow and curtsy when you meet her.

But doing away entirely with the monarchy is an idea that never gets

PHOTO: AFP
Britain's Queen Elizabeth Il is given flowers by admirers as she arrives at a
church on the Sandringham Estate, Norfolk, for the morning service on
Sunday. The Queen on Sunday said her mother, who has been confined to
her room after suffering a bug, was progressing, and coming along.

very far with the public.

A MORI opinion poll published last week found 48 per cent of young
people where more interested in the lives of "The Simpsons" on TV thenin
the royal family; 55 per cent of the 1,000 adults surveyed in December
thought the royals were extravagant, and 70 per cent said they were "out of
touch."

Still, 70 per cent of the respondents wanted to keep the monarchy and
two-thirds rated the queen and her family hardworking and highly
respected. Eighty per cent said they were important to Britain.
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