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Hollow Aussie victory

ﬁ' Cricket

REUTERS, Perth

Australia have beaten South Africa
by 33 runs in a one-day match at the
WACA but have missed out on a
place in the finals of their annual
triangular tournament for only the
third time in 23 years.

Steve Waugh's world champions
easily won the last pool match of the
series on Sunday but failed to claim
the bonus point they needed to get
into next week's finals.

Instead, New Zealand and South
Africa qualified for the best-of-three
finals matches in Melbourne and
Sydney.

All three teams finished the
round-robin phase with four wins
and four losses. South Africa ended
up on top with 18 points after
collecting two bonus points with
Australia and New Zealand tied for
second with 17 points.

Although Australia had the best
run-rate of any team in the competi-
tion, New Zealand advanced to the
finals because of their superior
head-to-head record against
Australia.

New Zealand captain Stephen
Fleming was heavily criticised after
he ordered his players to allow
South Africa to gain a bonus point in

their match on Friday to help his own
team's chances.

The Australians did at least give
themselves every opportunity to
claim the bonus point when they
amassed 283 for seven from their
50 overs -- the highest score by any
team during the tournament.

There was a mini-collapse when
Australia lost four for 45 to slump to
195 for seven before Darren
Lehmann and Brett Lee steadied
the innings with an unbroken eighth-
wicket stand of 88 from just 64 balls.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the tri-series one-day
international between Australia and
South Africa at the WACA Ground

on Sunday:

AUSTRALIA

Gilchrist b Ntini 31
M. Waugh c Kallis b Donald 34

Ponting run 26
Martyn c Boucher b Boje 29
S. Waugh b Boje 42

Bevan c Pollock b Ntini 1

Lehmann not out 49
Warne b Pollock 0
Lee notout 51
Extras: (b-1,1b-12,w-6, nb-1) 20

Total: (for seven wkts in 50 overs)
283

Fall of wickets: 1-47, 2-76, 3-117,
4-150, 5-157,6-194,7-195

Bowling O M R W
Pollock 9 0 44 1
Ntini 10 1 58 2

Kallis 0 52 0
Donald 9 2 62 1
Boje 10 0 38 2
Klusener 3 0 16 O
SOUTHAFRICA

Gibbs c Bevan b Bichel 34
KirstencMartynb Lee 10
Kallis not out 104
Dippenaar c Gilchristb McGrath 33
RhodescMartynbLehmann 20
BouchercBichelbLehmann 12
Klusener not out 25
Extras: (Ib-1, w-6, nb-5) 12

Total: (For five wkts in 50 overs) 250
Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-66, 3-129, 4-

172,5-198

Bowler O M R W
McGrath 10 3 21 1
Lee 10 1 66 1
Bichel 9 0 38 1
Warne 10 0 53 0
S Waugh 4 0 26 O
Bevan 2 0 17 0
Lehmann 5 0 28 2

Result: Australia won by 33 runs.
Man-of-match: Jacques Kallis
(South Africa)

Umpires: Steve Davis, Bob Parry,
Darrell Hair (TV replays adjudica-
tor).

Match referee: Hanumant Singh.
STANDINGS

Final standings in the triangular
limited overs series between
Australia, New Zealand and South
Africa (tabulate as played, won, lost,
bonus points, points):

P W L B Pts

SouthAfrica 8 4 4 2 18
NewZealand 8 4 4 1 17
Australia 8 4 4 1 17

StanChart cricket

FROM PAGE 13
Rahmatullah High School v
Saurav Smriti

Saurav Smiriti: 177 all outin 30.4
overs (Faisal 33, Faiaz 23)

Rahmatullah High School: 178
for 4 in 34.3 overs (Aslam 90, Rakib
2/31)

Result: Rahmatullah High
School won by six wickets
Hazrat Shah Ali High School v
Motijheel Govt High School

Hazrat Shah Ali: 227 for 9 in 35
overs (Johny 53, Tipu 30, Faisal 25,
Abir 4/34)

Motijheel Govt: 134 all out in
31.5 overs (Mokhter 34, Shamim
20)

Result: Hazrat Shah Ali High
Schoolwon by 93 runs
Biddyaniketan v Shiddheswari
Boys High School

Biddyaniketan: 214 all out in
30.3 overs (Momen 51, Shamim 43,
Omar4/37)

Shiddheswari: 202 all out

Result: Biddyaniketan won by
12runs

BGCC Ch'p
held

Cu CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Faridduddin and K Ebisawa
emerged champion and runner-up
in the Club Championship of the
Bhatiary Golf and Country Club here
on Sunday.

In the Amateur Championship
Shawkatuzzaman and R Ebisawa
finished winners in the men's and
ladies' groups respectively.
The 36-hole gross tournament
attracted 141 golfers including eight
lady golfers.

Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen M
Harun-Ar- Rashid, who is also
president of the BGCC later distrib-
uted prizes among the winners.
OTHERRESULTS

Men's runner up: SS Rahman,
Men's second runner-up: G H
Song, Ladies' runner-up: SaraAziz
Shelley, Men's best net: AKM Belal
Uddin, Men's second best net: M
Salman Ispahani, Men's Third best
net: Hajimee Ito, Ladies' best net:
Kuroki, Ladies' second best net:
Shereen Ispahani, Men's second
day best net: liyakat Ali Chowdhury,
Men's second day best gross:
Sajjad Ahmed, Men's first day best
net Hafizur Rahman and Men's
first day best gross: Yassar
Rahman.

Natore cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Steve not himself

i% Cricket

AFP/REUTERS, Perth

Australian cricket captain Steve
Waugh angrily bustled out of a
media conference here Sunday
night after his side failed to make the
finals of the tri-nations series one-
day tournament.

Some journalists said he mut-
tered obscenities outside the con-
ference room as he walked back to
the players' changing room.

He was understood to be angry
about persistent questioning in
relation to the team and whether
changes were needed to improve it
before next year's World Cup,
currently held by Australia.

Reporters near Waugh after he
left the conference said he claimed
journalists had not shown him
enough respect and that they were
walking on "thinice".

The fracas came after the

Australians had failed for only the
third time in 23 years to make the tri-
nations finals.

During the formal conference,
Waugh said selections were now
made only by selectors.

Asked if he would suggest any
changes to the team, he repeated
the issue was decided by selectors.

Waugh said Australian fans
should not be too critical of his team
for missing out on the finals.

"South Africa are probably
entitled to be joint favourites (with
Australia) for the next World Cup
and we beat them three times out of
four pretty convincingly," Waugh
said.

"You have to keep on looking at
the big picture and we played pretty
well today."

Waugh said he hoped the
selectors would not make any rash
decisions because of Australia's
failure to reach the finals of what
was an extraordinarily tight series
between possibly the three best

one-day teams in the world.

"You lose a couple of games and
everybody wants to be an expert,
everyone wants to change the
team. You have got to have faith in
your players," Waugh said.

"l have got a lot of faith in those
guys (Australia), | think they have
done well over a long period in
time."

The Australian captain also
called for cricket administrators to
have a close look at the bonus
points system used in the series.

"They need to have a good look
at the system," he said. "l think
everyone who has watched the
games would have some concerns.

"But we knew what the system
was before the series, so there are
no complaints fromus."

The bonus points system was
produced to encourage aggressive
cricket. It rewards teams for winning
by big margins.

Pepsi h'ball

UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka defeated Rangpur in the
opening match of the Pepsi 14th
National Men's Handball

Competition at Mirpur National
Indoor Stadium yesterday.

Chittagong Metropolis beat
Jessore 25-16, Rajshahi Metropolis
beat Khulna 21-16 while Kushtia
and Natore made 18-18 draw in the
day's other matches.

All-Star Club thrashed Sharif Smriti
Club by ten wickets in a Natore
cricket league match at Sankar
Govinda Stadium yesterday.

Deciding to bat first, Sharif Smriti
could score a paltry 85 runs before
being all out in the stipulated 25
overs.

In reply, All-Star raced to 88 runs
without losing any wicket in only
11.3 overs.

All-Star's Aslam scored 41 off
31balls while Mithu remained
unbeaten on 22 from 32 balls.

Natlonal women's chess champion Shabana Parveen Nipa (standing 2nd
from L) poses along with other participants and guests during the prize
giving ceremony of the Confidence Cement 23rd National Chess
Championship on Sunday.
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Premiership

@ Football

AFP, London

Liverpool leapfrogged Arsenal into
third place in the English
Premiership Sunday after thrashing
title rivals Leeds 4-0 at a windswept
Elland Road.

An own goal from Leeds and
England central defender Rio
Ferdinand gave Liverpool a first-half
lead before Emile Heskey answered
his growing band critics with two
goals within two second-half min-
utes.

Before the match, Heskey had
scored just three goals in the
Premiership this season, a poor

Man United 26 16
Newcastle 25 15
Liverpool 26 14
Arsenal 25 13
Chelsea 25 1"
Leeds 25 1"

Hooray Heskey

return from the 11 million pound
(15.5 million dollar) striker whose
place in the side has come under
threat since the arrival of French
international Nicolas Anelka.

Michael Owen completed the
rout with a close-range header in
stoppage time.

Victory for Liverpool took their
points total to 49 from 26 matches,
two fewer than leaders Manchester
United.

Leeds remain fifth on 42 points
and after taking just one point from
their last four matches are nine
points off the pace being set by Alex
Ferguson's men.

After dominating the early stages
the visitors took the lead 10 minutes
later.

England

international Danny

Premiership's top six

English Premiership table after Sunday's early match between Leeds and
Liverpool (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

3 7 64 35 51

4 6 48 32 49
7 5 38 24 49
9 3 50 30 48
10 4 45 25 43
© 5 35 27 42

Murphy drilled in a dangerous free-
kick from the left wing and
Ferdinand stretched out a bootin an
attempt to clear the danger.

However, the world's most
expensive defender could only
divert the ball past Leeds goal-
keeper Nigel Martyn and inside the
far post.

Owen's half-volley was tipped
over the bar by Martyn as Liverpool
began the second-half strongly and
in the 61st minute the Merseysiders
doubled their advantage.

Gerrard launched a lightning
counter-attack and his pinpoint
pass, hit beautifully with the outside
of his boot, gave Heskey a clear run
atgoal.

The Leeds defence looked to the
linesman for an offside decision but
the flag stayed down and Heskey
went on to skip round Martyn before
slotting home from a tight angle.

Two minutes later Liverpool
killed off the game when the home
defence failed to clear a corner
allowing Heskey time to rifle an
unstoppable shot into the roof of the
net.

Leeds' misery was completed in
injury-time when Owen headed in
Liverpool's fourth goal after his first
effort had bounced off the crossbar.
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