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REUTERS, Rio de Janeiro

Brazil will wear their new ultra light
World Cup shirt for the first time
when they meet Saudi Arabia in a
warm-up friendly in Riyadh on
Wednesday.

The shirt, which comes in
Brazil's famous first-choice yellow
and also the alternative blue, is 13
grams lighter than the team's
currentone.

"When Nike decided to create
new uniforms for the World Cup, we
had to bear in mind three elements:
weight, comfort and heat-
temperature," said Craig Buglass of
sportswear makers Nike's design
department at Friday's official
presentation.

"Each one of these elements
distracts a player during a match
and ends up affecting the athlete's
performance," he said, adding that
the shirt was produced with tech-
nology known as "cool motion".

Brazil striker Luizao, defender
Juan and midfielder Juninho
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Brazilian midfielder Juninho Paulista models the new national soccer team

jersey in Rio de Janeiro on Friday.

Thursday, wore the new kit at the
presentation.

Also attending the presentation
were representatives of Brazil's

Rinaldi (1994).

"l loved the shirt, but it doesn't
play on its own. The player is the
one who wins the match," said

Pires staying at Arsenal

l@ Football

REUTERS, London

France midfielder Robert Pires,
tipped to make a big impact at the
World Cup by Arsenal manager
Arsene Wenger, is ready to sign a
new contract that will keep him at
the Premier League club for the rest
of his career.

Pires, 28, still has two-and-a-half
seasons left on his current contract
but, according to a report in
Saturday's Mirror newspaper, he is
in talks about a two-year extension.

The former Marseille and Metz
player believes he will end his
career at Arsenal but he told the
Mirror: "To be frank, when | first
arrived | didn't think so.

"I have to be able to express
myself in the league | play in, for me
that's the most important thing.
What | mean is when | go to training

in the morning, and turn up for the
matches, you must get pleasure
fromit."

Pires added: "l do a very beauti-
ful job and | think if you're a profes-
sional footballer, but not happy, you
must stop playing. | am very happy
todowhat|do.

"You get up in the morning,
you're happy and in good health,
and when you love being out on the
pitch, it's great.

"I'm happy atArsenal. | think | get
that pleasure from it," said Pires,
who moved to Highbury from
Marseille in July 2000.

Wenger, Pires's fellow
Frenchman, told reporters on
Friday: "l would say he is one of the
first choices for France now. | think
he will make a big impact at the
World Cup".

France will be in Group A at the
World Cup finals in South Korea and
Japan in May and June, alongside
Senegal, Uruguay and Denmark.

Nigeria v Ghana: Sparks will fly

AFP, Bamako

The latest instalment in one of
international football's most bitter
rivalries will be played out at the
African Nations Cup on Sunday
when Nigeria face Ghanain a poten-
tially explosive quarterfinal.

Nigeria, regarded as one of the
tournament favourites, face a youth-
ful Ghanaian side who only scraped
into the last eight thanks to a miracu-
lous 2-1 win over Burkina Faso last
week.

Fixtures between the two teams
have a history of producing fire-
works, but Nigeria coach Shaibu
Amodu is determined not to let the
'‘Ghana factor' distract his team in a
match he is confident the Super
Eagles will win.

"Ghana v Nigeria is always a
rivalry and each time we play it's
always like two giants fighting. And
you will see that in the game come
Sunday," said Amodu.

"But we are looking at a situation
where we're trying to reduce the
tension in our camp, so we are not

over-emphasising the fact that we
are playing Ghana.

"They are just another team that
we have to play. | don't want to start
talking about jinxs or scores to
settle," said Amodu, referring to
Nigeria's defeat to Ghana in the
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semi-finals of the 1992 tournament.
"Ghana are capable of giving us
problems but we're equal to the task.
We will give them respect but not be
afraid," added Amodu, who has a full

squad to choose from for the game
at Bamako's March 26 Stadium.

Nigeria advanced to the last eight
after topping Group A with a 1-0
victory over Liberia in Mopti last
Monday.

Though the Nigerians have failed
to fully hit their stride so far, Amodu
believes the knockout phase will
bring out the best in his team.

"If we play well like | expect us to
do we should have an advantage
and we should win," he said. "Ghana
being one of the most formidable
opponents in this competition is
good for us - the bigger the better."

Nigeria are expected to field the
same team that started against
Liberia with Julius Aghahowa,
scorer of both Nigeria's goals so far
in the tournament, again beginning
at centre-forward instead of right
midfield.

"Julius can play anywhere. But
we are having a bit of success with
him playing as a forward, so | don't
see us changing that anytime soon,"
said Amodu.
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