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Vital post of
CPA vacant
for 6 months

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The post of Member (operation) of
Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) is
lying vacant for about six months,
affecting normal activities at the port,
sources said.

The post fell vacant following
retirement of Captain Zahiruddin
Mahmud.

Talking to this correspondent, CPA
Chairman Commodore Golam
Rabbani said, "Obviously we are
facing pressure of work as replace-
ment has not yet been made in the
vital post of Member (operation). But
we have already sent a list of names of
selected port officials to the ministry
concerned for appointment of one of
themin the post."

Th Member (finance) is now doing
the work of Member (operation) as an

additional responsibility, he men-
tioned.
Meanwhile, three senior port

officials lobbying with government
high-ups for the key post are the
director (traffic), the deputy conserva-
tor and the harbour master, sources
said.

2 accomplices of
drug peddler
Sentu held with
arms in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives yesterday arrested two
accomplices of notorious drug ped-
dler Sentu from Tulatala slum in the
city.

The DB men headed by Assistant
Commissioner SM Aktheruzzaman
raided the slum at about 12:15pm.
Sensing their presence, the hood-
lums opened fire. The DB men
returned fire.

After a brief exchange of fire
between the two sides, the detectives
caught Abdul Mannan and Rabiul
Awal along with a revolver and 93
bullets.

Acase was filed in this regard.

Al-Jazeera to
sue CNN

AFP, Doha

Qatar's Al-Jazeera satellite channel
said yesterday it would sue CNN for
airing without its consent an inter-
view with suspected terror master-
mind Osama bin Laden conducted
by one of its reporters.

"Al-Jazeera's board of directors is
upset, and we will sue CNN," Al-
Jazeera chief executive Mohammad
Jassem al-Ali told the wire service.

"The tape (of the interview) is a
property of Al-Jazeera" and CNN,
which obtained a copy "by illegal
means," did not have the right to air
it, Ali said.

However, Al-Jazeera would "not
sever links" with the Atlanta-based
international network, which is
owned by AOL Time Warner, he said.

The interview, excerpts of which
were aired late Thursday, had been
conducted by an Al-Jazeera corre-
spondent in Kabul last October, but
the Qatar-based station did not
broadcastit.

In the interview, bin Laden, chief
suspect in the September 11 terror
attacks on New York and
Washington, vowed to pursue to the
death his battle with the United
States.

In the interview has vowed to
pursue his battle against the United
States to the death.

"The battle has moved to inside
America," the Saudi-born dissident
told the Qatar-based Al-Jazeera
network in an interview with the
broadcaster's Kabul correspondent
held at an undisclosed location on
October 21.

"We will work to continue this
battle, God permitting, until victory or
untii we meet God," bin Laden
added.

4 BCP cadres
held with
arms in Kushtia

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Police arrested four cadres of out-
lawed Biplobi Communist Party
(BCP) along with firearms and ammu-
nition from Kumerkhali and Khoksha
upazilas yesterday.

Acting on a tip-off, police raided a
house at Karatkandi in Kumarkhali
upazila and arrested two cadres --
Niamat and Shahidul -- with one
shutter gun, one LG and five bullets
from their possession.

On their confessional statement,
police later raided another house at
Moragachha in Khoksha upazila and
arrested two other cadres -- Bipul
and Razzak -- with two light guns and
13 bullets.
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Children's painting competition, organised by Haji Shahabuddin Social Foundation, in observance of the Golden
Jubilee of Amar Ekushey at the Central Shaheed Minar yesterday.

Crime curve onrise

40 murdered in the city last month

SHAIKH NAZRUL ISLAM

Another sensational murder was that of three sus-

The tough stance of the government proved futile as the
city's crime curve for January rose alarmingly.

Atotal of 40 people were murdered in the capital city
last month, as against 33 in January 2001, 19 in January

2000 and 18in January in 1999.

Of the 40, 16 were shot dead, eight beaten to death
and eight stabbed or clubbed to death. Six had their
throat slit, a minor girl was raped and killed, and one

person was killed in crossfire.

According to the areawise distribution of the mur-
ders, four people each were murdered in Shyampur,
Khilgaon and Motijheel, three each in Mirpur, Demra,
Tejgaon and Mohammadpur, two each in Sutrapur,
Ramna and Lalbagh, and one each in
Dhanmondi, Badda, Pallabi, Sabujbagh, Cantonment,

Kotwali,

Kafrul, Uttaraand GRP areas.

Victims include an industrialist, a small trader, a
student, a butcher and a salesman, and businessmen,
political activists, housewives, housemaids, suspected

muggers, and terrorists.

pected muggers who were beaten and burned to death
by a mob in the city's busiest Motijheel commercial area
on January 28. The three victims Igbal Hossain, Tapan
Mahmood and Zinnat Kha
employees of a private firm BD Corporation and

had allegedly shot two

snatched Tk. 2.60 lakh from them.

The incidents of mugging increased rapidly in the
capital in the last few months. On the other hand, deaths
from mob beating also increased dramatically with a

total of 25 suspected muggers being beaten to death by

mobs in December, which is the highest such incidence
since independence.

Home Minister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury talking to
newsmen this week admitted that incidents of mugging
and extortion were on the rise but pointed out unemploy-
ment, deportation of workers from foreign countries and

economic recession as the main causes behind it.

He also claimed that better results were emerging as
the right policemen were put in the right place, adding
that the situation is unlike before when police, due to

political ties of criminals, didn't either dare arrest them

January's most sensational murder was the killing of
industrialist Mohammad Alam along with his three
housemaids at his Alambagh residence on the night of

January 1.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

DCC mayoral election
Khoka official runner but
Abbas lobbying for ticket

REzAUL KARIM

Sadeque Hossain Khoka, president
of ruling BNP' city unit, still remains
the officially declared candidate for
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
mayoral election although there are
more than one aspirants in the party
vying for the party ticket.

Former Dhaka city mayor Mirza
Abbas, now the Housing and Public
Works Minister, and former FBCCI
president Abdul Awal Mintoo are
lobbying hard for party nomination,
according to party insiders.

In 1998 when the previous Awami
League government made a move to
hold mayoral election just before the
expiry of the DCC's tenure, BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia at a public
meeting formally declared Sadeque
Hossain Khoka as the party's mayor
candidate.

The election did not take place
though, owing to various reasons
including legal complications.

Tenure of the existing elected body
of DCC expiredin 1999.

Party sources said the BNP chief
considered Khoka as one of the
most popular leaders in the capital
city. Khoka was the lone BNP leader
who was elected MP in 1996 general
election although the party itself was
handed out defeat in the polls.

Most leaders of the BNP and its
front organisations believe that it
was the tirelessmore often than not
courageousefforts of Khoka that
helped the party to get reorganised
and strengthened after the 1996
polls debacle, the sources added.

The BNP regained all eight
parliamentary seats in Dhaka in the
October 1, 2001 general elections
likeitdidin 1991.

No-one from the BNP openly
expressed their desire to get party
tickets since the BNP chief
announced Khoka's candidature in
1998. But, all on a sudden,
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal President and

Housing and Public Works Minister
Mirza Abbas at a function on
December 25, 2001 made public his
desire to be the party candidate, the
sources added.

Abdul Awal Mintoo, who joined
with the BNP ahead of the eighth
parliamentary polls, is also running
after party nomination for the may-
oral polls. Sources said prior to his
joining the BNP, Mintoo wanted
Khaleda to make a pledge about his
candidature.

The BNP sources said the party
has not promised Mintoo anything,
but Khaleda assured him of due
honour in the party. Mintoo has
reportedly been exchanging opin-
ions and in touch with city ward
commissioners, elite and other
influential persons.

Sources close to Mirza Abbas
said

SEE PAGE 11COL 5
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Various factors cause defacement
of the city's landscape being an
eyesore to its residents. Among the
factors, we may mention the wide-
spread prevalence of graffiti or wall-
writing in almost all areas of the city.
Graffiti has a long tradition in our
country but has, however, worked
as adrag on the clean facade of the
city. Graffiti which mainly convey
political messages and slogans has
become so pervasive that there is
hardly any place where it cannot be
found.. The resulting abominable
disfiguring of the city's walls and
buildings is a constant source of
uneasiness. It was generally
observed that previously these
wall-writings were often executed in
acrude manner but nowadays most
wall-writings are done with ready-
made metal castings in the form of
the alphabet. Whatever forms may
the wall-writings take, crude or
improved, the city landscape invari-
ably becomes aesthetically repul-
sive because of their existence.
Since there appear to be no rules or
regulations either from the munici-
pal authority or any other quarter to

3 outsiders
held with
arms from
DU hall

BSS, Dhaka

Detective Branch (DB) of police
raided Surya Sen Hall of the Dhaka
University on Thursday night and
arrested three outsiders. Police also
recovered a foreign made firearm
with bullets from their possession.

Detectives recovered the firearm
from room number 110 and two
chapaties from room number 507 of
the hall.

The arrested outsiders were
identified as Mahabub, Rafique and
Mahabub.

UNB adds: Residents students
of Surya Sen Hall alleged that police
beat up innocent students without
any reason and ransacked many
rooms during one and a half hour
raid thatbegan at 11:30 pm.

Meanwhile, the 15 youths,
arrested from DU campus during
Thursday's gunfight between two
JCD factions were produced before
the court yesterday. The court
rejected their bail prayers and asked
police to produce them again on
February 3.

Computer
games:

Doctors call for
health warnings

REUTERS, London

Computer games with vibrating
hand-held control devices should
carry health warnings because they
can cause damage to hands, British
doctors said yesterday.

The doctors think parents and
children should be aware of poten-
tial health problems that could be
caused by prolonged use of the
devices.

"We believe that with increasing
numbers of children playing these
devices, there should be consider-
ation for statutory health warnings to
advise users and parents," said
Gavin Cleary of Great Ormond
Street Children's Hospital in London.

Cleary and his colleagues called
for the health warnings in a letter to
the British Medical Journal after a
15-year-old boy developed symp-
toms similar to hand-arm vibration

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Defacing city landscape

regulate this unsightly activity, the
propensity for resorting to this sort
of activity for any cause whatsoever
has been steadily on the increase.
Previously under autocratic
regimes, orders were issued to
wipe out the ugly signs. This bore
some results for a temporary
period. But the graffiti culture is so
much ingrained in us that it seems
that no amount of efforts backed by
proper civic ethos will ever elimi-
nate itcompletely.

Lately a new trend is noticeable
in the use of the city walls as vehi-
cles for advertisements of various
commercial products. Under the
new trend, a big portion of a wall is
taken up for advertising purposes.
The trend seems to be steadily
growing in the city. One of the
reasons for this new trend may be
that painting such advertisements
of consumer products on walls of
buildings is more economical than

setting up billboards and such
painted advertisements on walls
are more durable and stable, not
subject to damage by storms. In
one respect, these painted adver-
tisements are at least less painful to
the eye than crudely executed
graffiti with political import.

In some areas where there are
parks and attractive open spaces,
view of natural beauty is sometimes
obstructed by large billboards. It is
felt that in the interest of maintain-
ing openness of such spots of
natural beauty, the municipal
authorities should discourage
people from putting up billboards in
those city areas.

In fact, it is understood that in
Singapore, for instance, there are
strict municipal rules restricting
erection of billboards in areas which
diminish natural beauty of those
areas. The Dhaka City Corporation
may take a cue from the Singapore

example in this respect.

Display of banners of various
descriptions also affect the clean
look of the city. Banners interfere
not only with the clean facade of the
landscape but also the city's sky-
line. Fluttering banners of different
colours and sizes also obscure the
skyline.

Above all, the graffiti problem is
felt by observers to be quite a grave
one, as they have an important
bearing on the city's look. As such, it
is imperative to devise ways to
tackle the graffiti problem in the city.
A regulation by the civic authorities
carrying stiff penal provisions for
the sponsors of graffiti may be an
answer. But in the least provisions
may be made so that no graffiti is
allowed in certain specified areas of
the city for aesthetic consider-
ations.

PHOTO:STAR

Winners of the 20th Lancer Cup Golf Tournament pose with their trophies at the Kurmitola Golf Club yesterday. Chief
of Army Staff Lt Gen Harun-Ar-Rashid (4th from L) and Chairman of Rangs Group A Rouf Chowdhury (5th from R)
were also present. (Story on Sports page)

Tapan still at large: 2 cops
remanded for 3 days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The special teams formed in the
country's southwestern zone have
so far failed to make any headway in
the hunt for the outlawed PBCP's
Khulna Division leader Abdur
Rashid Tapan.

Comrades of Tapan snatched
him from police custody at noon on
January 26 from the court corridor of
District Judge, Khulna.

Neither Tapan nor any of the
armed cadres involved in the dare-
devil act could be arrested despite
launching of combing operations
being led by a deputy commissioner
of Khulna Metropolitan Police
(KMP).

Meanwhile, discontent among
personnel at Boyra Police Lines is
growing after constables Ayub Ali
and Al Amin were re-arrested on
Thursday and taken on a three-day
remand for questioning.

"We are being axed by our
bosses who are trying to save GRO
Pronob Das from the charge of
being one of the masterminds

behind the conspiracy to help Tapan
escape from the court," said one
constable. They hinted at involve-
ment of political and police big shots.

"We are being confined for not
speaking the truth. Rather, we are
being pressed to suppress the fact,"
said another police constable.

GRO Pronob Das has been
confined inside a separate room of
Boyra Police Lines barrack. He has
been asked not to move out of the
room unless permitted by the higher
authorities of the KMP.

Sources at the Boyra Police
Lines said Pronob is being told to
cook up a story about the escape of
Tapan to save the police commis-
sioner who was responsible for
necessary security measures when
the accused in SMA Rob murder
case were produced before the
courton January 26.

He should be punished like GRO
Pronob and four other police per-
sonnel on charge of negligence of
duty, said some constables, who
expressed their dissatisfaction at
the way the case is now being han-

dled.

Meanwhile, Chandana
Chakravarty, wife of condemned
prisoner and alleged PBCP terrorist
Bitu Chakravarty, has divulged
crucial information to the investiga-
tion officer of the case about the plan
to snatch Tapan from police custody.

She has named the armed cad-
res involved in the incident and
others including some high police
officials, who reportedly master-
minding the plan.

Tapan cannot take such a high
risk of escaping from a well-fortified
judge's court building in broad
daylight without the help of big shots
at the KMP and district police, said
Chandana today. She has been
taken on a remand at Khulna thana
custody.

She also said Tapan has not fled
the country, a fact which the police
also know. "But take it for granted
that he (Tapan) won't be caught
again due to obvious reasons,"
Chandana said.

PHOTO:AFP

Soldiers of the military commander Padsha Khan's troops fire a rocket launcher to hit Saif Ullah's troops who hold
the provincial capital Gardez city of Paktia province. The battle between two factions finished yesterday evening.

Uneasy calm in
Gardez:61
killed so far

AP, Gardez

After a two-day battle which com-
batants said killed at least 61 people,
an uneasy calm had returned yester-
day to the capital of an eastern
Afghan province where rival war-
lords are trying to exert control.

Town leaders said the artillery of
Bacha Khan, a warlord who tried to
take Gardez by force after being
appointed governor of surrounding
Paktia province, fell silent at dusk
Thursday, and did not resume in the
morning. They said Khan's forces
had retreated into mountains outside
oftown.

Townspeople who had fled the
fighting were  returning to their
homes and businesses, and the town
centre was bustling again by midday
yesterday.

Haji Saifullah, leader of the
Gardez Shura, the town's tribal

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Delhi also to help set up
new Afghan army

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

India has assured Afghanistan's
interim administration headed by
Hamid Karzai to consider its request
for assistance in setting up its
national army as part of reconstruc-
tion of the war-ravaged country.

The request for Indian assistance
for raising a new army of
Afghanistan was conveyed by the
visiting Afghan Deputy Defence
Minister Abdul Rashid Dostum at his
meeting with Indian Defence
Minister George Fernandes here on
Thursday.

India is looking at providing
training to Afghanistan's military
personnel and also possibly some
equipment even though the United
States and Britain would play the
main role in building up a new army
for Afghanistan. India has already

agreed to help

Afghanistan's interim govern-
menttoraise a new police force.

Dostum, during his meeting with
Fernandes, thanked India for its
assistance to help oust the Taliban
from Afghanistan and suggested
New Delhi open a consulate in
Mazar-e-Sharif, the strategic key
town northern in Northern
Afghanistan, close to border with
Uzbekistan, where Dostum hold
considerable influence. Dostum is
of Uzbek origin in the multi-ethnic
composition of Afghanistan's ruling
Northern Alliance.

India has already deputed its
doctors in a hospital in Mazar-e-
Sharif. Dostum's discussions also
covered Afghanistan's need for
Indian assistance in education,
health care, agriculture, information
technology and communication
sectors also. The Afghan minister

also met Indian Foreign Secretary
Chokila lyer.

India has already announced a
100 million dollar aid to rebuild the
infrastructure in Afghanistan, 100
million tones of wheat to that country
and sent doctors and other medical
personnel to Indira Gandhi hospital
in Kabul.

Reflecting the growing relations
between India and post-Taliban
Afghanistan, Dostum is the third
minister of the interim administra-
tion of that country to visit India in
the last two months. Earlier, Interior
Minister Younous Qanooni and
Foreign Minister Abdullah Abdullah
had visited New Delhi.

India has already reopened its
embassy in Kabul and appointed
veteran diplomat Vivek Katzu as its
ambassador to that country. Katzu
had been in charge of Iran, Pakistan
and Afghanistan desk in the Foreign
Ministry for six years.
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