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Premiership

10-man Arsenal hold on

@ Football

AFP, London

Second-placed Arsenal kept hot on
the heels of Premiership leaders
Manchester United by snatching a
3-2 win at Blackburn on Wednesday
despite having Ukraine international
Oleg Luzhny sent off.

The win saw Arsenal move to
within a point of United with a game
in hand while there were also wins
for fellow challengers Newcastle,
who came from behind to beat
Spurs 3-1, and Liverpool, who
edged Leicester 1-0 with arare goal
by their opponents former darling
Emile Heskey.

Leeds, though, were over-
whelmed 2-0 at Chelsea showing
that a 10 day rest doesn't always
bear out managers moans about
playing too many matches in a short
space of time and they need to beat
Liverpool on Sunday to stay in touch
with the leading quartet.

Arsenal were cruising with
Dennis Bergkamp and Thierry
Henry putting the Gunners 2-0
ahead.

But the Londoners allowed the
home side to draw level and then
had Luzhny dismissed for two rash
challenges as he became the 43rd
Arsenal player to see red during
manager Arsene Wenger's five-
and-a-half-year reign.

Matt Jansen scored twice to put
Blackburn level at half-time but
Bergkamp had the final say by
netting the winning goal 15 minutes
from time to leave Blackburn fourth
from bottom.

Blackburn boss Graeme
Souness was furious that Bergkamp
was still on the pitch to score the
decisive goal, claiming the
Dutchman should have walked for
striking Swede Nils-Eric Johansson
in the face when the score was 2-2.

"If you smack someone in the
mouth you have to go. They bring

player being smacked in the mouth
by Bergkamp and Bergkamp scores
the winning goal, so I'm absolutely
delighted about that as you can
imagine.

"Mr Wenger didn't think he did
anything wrong. Maybe in France,
football is different."

Wenger insisted he had not seen
the Bergkamp incident and that
Luzhny should not have been red-
carded.

"l think the sending off was not
deserved at all. The first booking
was quite harsh and with the sec-
ond, he didn't touch the player at all
and the video shows that," Wenger
said.

Clarence Acuna, Alan Shearer
and Craig Bellamy punished
Tottenham's sloppy defence as
third-placed Newcastle rallied to win
3-1 in London for the second suc-
cessive occasion.

Spurs appeared to be coasting
after Steffen lIversen slammed
home a 16th-minute opener.

But in a remarkable turn-about of
events, Spurs went to sleep in the
second half and gifted their visitors
three goals.

Heskey took out his goal drought
frustrations against his former club
as fourth-placed Liverpool claimed
a vital victory in their bid to stay in
the title hunt.

Heskey scored in the second half
with a fine chip over lan Walker after
a run from midfield, his first since
November and only his second in 35
games for club and country since
August.

Chelsea reignited their challenge
for Champions League qualification
-if not the title itself - with a deserved
victory over Leeds.

The Blues, now two points
behind David O'Leary's man who
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are in fifth position, struck after just
95 seconds through Eidur
Gudjohnsen's superb curling shot -
a perfect way to celebrate his sec-
ond child being born on Tuesday.

And the Blues doubled their lead
amid controversy just after the half
hour when the ball appeared to hit
Sam dalla Bona's arm before the
young ltalian fired home the second.

Ipswich climbed out of the
Premiership's bottom three with an
invaluable 1-0 win at home to
Fulham, their sixth victory in seven
matches at Portman Road.

George Burley's side were
seemingly down-and-out six weeks
ago with just one league win all
season.

But 18 points from a possible 21,
thanks in no small part to the goals
of Marcus Bent, have them better
placed to become the first side in 10
years of the Premier League to be
bottom at Christmas and survive.

It was Bent's 10th-minute goal -
his sixth in six matches since joining
from Blackburn - that settled the
contest in front of the Suffolk club's
best crowd of the season.

Fabrice Fernandes' thunderbolt
and Kevin Davies' lucky tap-in
upstaged Paolo di Canio as
Southampton clinched a 2-0 suc-
cess against West Ham at St Mary's
Stadium.

Di Canio started for West Ham
after the collapse of his transfer tug-
of-war with Manchester United.

The gifted Italian striker seems
destined to stay at Upton Park after
United forward Dwight Yorke's move
to Middlesbrough, which would
have created space for di Canio at
Old Trafford, fell through after Boro
could not match his wage demands.

Spanish Cup

Deportivo scrape

through
@ Football

AFP, coruna

Deportivo La Coruna proved to be
one scalp too far for Third Division
Figueras here Wednesday as they
drew 1-1 in their Spanish Cup
semifinal second leg match but the
home side went through 2-1 on
aggregate.

Deportivo, who will play either
Real Madrid or Athletic Bilbao in the
final, took an early lead through
Jose Manuel as he rattled home the

ball in the sixth minute following nice
work by Brazilian playmaker
Djalminha.

Despite cruising for much of the
match they were set back on their
heels when Figueras, conquerors of
among others Catalan giants
Barcelona in an earlier round, were
awarded a penalty in injury-time.

Piti duly converted it but to
Deportivo's relief the referee soon
whistled for full time and end
Figueras' wonderful adventure was
over.

Real host Athletic Bilbao on
Thursday trying to overcome a 2-1

Ghana join
the party

AFP, Mopti

Ghana produced one of the most
extraordinary finishes in the 45-year
history of the African Nations Cup on
Wednesday to join South Africa in
the quarterfinals from Group B.

Two goals in the final minute from
Ghana substitute Isaac Boakye saw
the Black Stars steal an amazing 2-
1 win over Burkina Faso, a thrillingly
ironic finale to a group that had
earlier been dubbed the 'Group of
Boredom'.

romping to victory over the
Moroccans, the story of the tourna-
ment was unfolding in the dusty
Saharan border town of Mopti,
650km from Mali's capital.

Ghana had appeared to be down
and out after Burkina Faso went 1-0
up in the 81st minute thanks to a
superb curling free-kick from
Amadou Toure.

That scoreline - coupled with
Morocco's defeat to South Africa -
would have seen minnows Burkina
Faso scrape into the last eight on
goal difference.

However the picture was to
change in lightning-quick speed in
the final minute at Mopti's newly
constructed Barema Bocouma
Stadium.

On 89 minutes Boakye scram-
bled in his equaliser to leave
Burkina Faso shattered, knowing
that a 1-1 final score would put
Morocco into the quarter-finals
ahead of the Stallions.

But Ghana were to have the last
word. The ball was swept upfield
and Boakye was in the right place at
the right time to smash an improba-

(-. 2C02 FIFA WORLD CUP
&/ KOREAJAPAN

AFP, rio de janeiro

The samba beat of Brazil gets into
its pre-World Cup swing on
Thursday with a friendly match at
home to Bolivia to kick-off their
seven-match World Cup build-up.
The under-pressure, four-time
champions have much to prove at
the May 31 to June 30 finals in
Korea and Japan and this match in
Goiania, in the central state of
Goias, will no doubt give coach
Luiz Felipe Scolari food for thought.
The omission of 1994 World
Cup and Brazilian league top
scorer Romario, who will be 36
during the finals, has been an

unpopular move and has even
begun to wear down the spirit
within the squad.

Scolari accepted a request by
his own players, irritated by the
continued booing of pro-Romario
fans, to have training behind closed
doors, though he has agreed to
have their final practice session
open to the public.

Scolari is likely to keep a five-
man defence, including two wing
backs, and a three-man midfield
though he will probably experiment
with players yet to make their mark.

In defence, he is set to field
Juan, Cris and Anderson Polga in
the backline in front of keeper Dida,
with wing backs Belletti and Paulo
Cesar patrolling the flanks.

Midfield is likely to be an experi-
mental area though Gilberto Silva
could be the best option in a more

Brazil get ball rolling

defensive role, combined with the
more attacking-minded Juninho
Paulista and Kaka.

Kleberson is another possible in
midfield in place of Kaka though his
reliability is offset by possessing
less pace than Gilberto Silva.

The attack is likely to be
unchanged from that which fin-
ished the qualifiers - Edilson and
Luizao.

Bolivia are set to field a young
side with many changes from the
team which easily beat Brazil 3-1
during the World Cup qualifiers in
November atLa Paz.

Coach Carlos Trucco told the
press his side were motivated,
young and full of determination to
do well in this fixture and among the
youngsters set to start are 18-year-
old striker Jose Alfredo Castillo.

Serie A

K% ¥ Football

AFP, Verona

Cinderella club Chievo defeated
Lazio 3-1 to further cement their
hold on fourth place in the Italian
First Division, a position that would
guarantee them Champions
League football if they were to hold it
at the end of what has proved a
fairytale season for the Serie A
debutants.

Lazio took an early lead through
Claudio Lopez but Chievo brushed
aside the Roman side after the
interval, prevailing with one goal
from Massimo Marazzina and two
from Eugenio Corini - his second
from a penalty - to end a mini-slump,
having lost their two previous
matches.

goals for, against, points):

Now the club that has its roots in
a tiny hamlet of 2900 people north of
Verona lies just seven points behind
leaders AS Roma and four points
ahead of fifth-placed AC Milan.

But this result will heighten the
pressure on Lazio coach Alberto
Zaccheroni who this week received
the vote of confidence from his
board - something that in football
often proves to be a harbinger of
doom.

It was a lacklustre first-half
display at the Stadio Marc'Antonio
Bentegodi by a Chievo side that in
recent weeks has shown signs of
running out of legs after the stunning
start to the season that took them to
the top of the Italian first division for
six weeks before Christmas.

Lazio struck in the seventh
minute with a textbook counter-
attack. Stefano Fiore was the inves-
tigator, playing in Lopez with a

Serie A's top six

Italian league table after Wednesday's match (played, won, drawn, lost,

Chievo add to Lazio woes

precision pass and the Argentinean
drilled the ball through the legs of
advancing Chievo goalkeeper
Cristiano Lupatelli.

But whatever coach Luigi del
Neri said at the interval obviously
worked as Chievo hit back in the first
minute of the second period.

Corini's cross looped off the leg
of Chievo striker Bernardo Corradi
into the path of Massimo Marazzina
who tapped in for his 11th goal of the
season, no mean feat for a striker
who had made it clear in the sum-
mer that he did not want to move
north to Verona and would have
preferred to stay at relegated
Reggina.

Chievo's Brazilian winger
Eriberto then had a goal disallowed
but 13 minutes from time the 'Flying
Donkeys' took the lead with a fine
goal started and ended by Corini.

Corini, whose form this season
has led some pundits to call for his
inclusion in Italy's World Cup squad,
fed Eriberto on the right and then
latched onto the cross, scoring at
the second bite of the cherry after
his first effort came back off a Lazio
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