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Ecotourism and Bangladesh

Md. Abdur Razzaque

Tourism has been well-
established as the fastest
growmg industry in the world.

here was time when tourism
activity was centered at the
beach resorts with some
recreational facilities. But of
late, this idea has been
changed. Conservation of
nature and culture is the most
important theme of all planned
tourism development and
promotion of the current
century throughout the world.
Ecotourism, key element in the
current tourism development,
can also play a very vital role in
the promotion and development
of tourism industry in the
country. It is one kind of tourism
developmefit which shows
respect to heritage and culture,
protects & preserves
environment . and provides
knowledge to the visitors and
welcomes them. In this article,
we shall try to explain the
salient features of ecotourism
and its potentials In
Bangladesh.

2. Travelling to relatively
undisturbed natural areas with
the specific object of studying
and enjoying the scenery and
its wild plants and animals are
the objects of ecotourism.
Ecotourism S A potal
experience by which the visitor
perceives these attractions.
Ecotourism may be defined as
environmentally and culturally
sustainable tourism, which
ensures social and economic
benefits to the local community
and wide: segments of the
society. Ecotourism is defined
as "environmentally responsible
travel and visitation to relatively
undisturbed natural areas, in
order to enjoy and appreciate
nature (and any accompanying
cultural feature both past and
present) that promotes
conservation®. Ecotourism is
then a partnership between
private sector, conservation
managers and local people
with an objective for nature
conservation and local
development. Ecotourists like to
visit unspoiled and unexplored
environment, often in out of the
way places, and to make
positive contributions where-
ever possible to the improve-
ment of environment of places
visited. At least, they try to
ensure that places they visit are
not damaged as a conse-
quence of their visits or as a
consequence of development
of the infrastructure needed to
facilitate their visits.

3. Ecotourism originates from
the consciousness of proper
conservation of environment,
When the disastrous green-
house effect on the earth and
its environment was noticed, a
group of conscious people
started a movement to save the
earth and the environment.
Gradually that movement
highlighted that mass tourism is
a serious threat to the
ecological balance of the earth.
Since  then, ecotourism
emerged as a new concept to
develop tourism  without
disturbing ecological balance.
Development of tourism can no
longer be at the cost of
degrading and rapid loss of
natural resources. Urgent
Integrated efforts are required
to restore diversity and
Introduce sustainable form of
resource use. Ultimately these
will help to improve the quality
of human life. Ecologists talk
about sustainable development
In terms of resource manage-
ment. The most popular
definition of sustainable deve-
lopment is meeting present
needs without reducing the
option for future generations.

4. The United Nations has
designated 2002 as the
International Year of Eco-
tourism (IYE). In connection
with this declaration, the UN
Commission on Sustainable
Development requested World
Tourism Organization (WTO)
and other agencies "to

undertake activities that will be
supportive of the preparations
of the International Year of
Ecotourism”, |

C-ourtesy:

In a communication to the
Members of the WTO
Committee on Sustainable .

Development of Tourism, the
WTO Secretariat proposed the
following objectives for the
activities to be carried out in
the framework of the Inter-
national Year of Ecotourism.

. Generate greater awareness
among public authorities and
the private sector regarding
ecotourism's capacity to
contribute to the conservation
of the natural and cultural
heritage in natural and rural
areas, and the improvement of
standards of living in those
areas.

Disseminate methods and
techniques for the planning,
management, regulation and
monitoring of ecotourism to
guarantee its long-term
sustainability.

Promote exchanges of
successful experiences in the
field of ecotourism.

- Increase opportunities for the
efficient marketing and
promotion of ecotourism
destinations and products on
international markets.

5. Keeping in view the above
mentioned aims the World
Tourism Organization oganised
the following activities for the
observance of the year,;

- To conduct surveys of the
main tourist generating markets
for ecotourism; the results of
which will be published in 2002.
- To convene, jointly with UNEP
and Canada, a World Eco-
tourism Summit from 19 to 22
May 2002 in Quebec.

To provide support and
sponsorship to regional
conferences and -seminars on
specific aspects of eco-
tourism during 2001 and earl
2002 in the various WT
regions.

. To publish, jointly with UNEP
and IUCN, a Guide for the
sustainable development and
management of tourism in
national parks and protected
areas which are prime
destinations for ecotourism.

- To provide support to all
efforts made by its Member
States in the pursuit of a more
sustainable ecotourism
industry.

- To issue a common logo for
the International Year of
Ecotourism.

- To dedicate the World Tourism
Day 2002 to the subject of
Ecotourism.

6. In order to make the
observance of International
Year of Ecotourism a success,
World Tourism Organization
has recommended the
following activities to its
Member States. These include
the following:

- To define, strengthen and
disseminate as approriate, a
National Strategy and specific
programmes for the sustainable
development and management
of ecotourism.

- To provide technical, financial
and promotional support for,
and facilitate the creation and
operation of small and medium
size firms in the field of
ecotourism.

- To set up compulsory and/or
voluntary regulations regarding
ecotourism activities.

- To establish national and/or
local committees for the
celebration of the International
Year of Ecotourism.

7. Bangladesh, as a member of
World Tourism Organization,
has chalked out programmes to
celebrate the International Year
of Ecotourism 2002. Both public
and private sectors in the field
of travel trade will arrange
different activities for the
observance of the year. These
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include meet-the-media,
publication of special
supplement and advertisement,
inaugural ceremony, cultural
function, river cruise, sight-
seeing tour, package tour
specially in the places of
natural scenario, tourist publi-
cations and tree plantation.
Main objective of the pro-
grammes IS to create eco-
tourism awareness amongst
local people and international
visitors to Bangladesh.

8. In Bangladesh, there is a
vast potential to develop and
promote ecotourism. The-single
largest mangrove forest of the
world, the gundarbans (about
6,000 sq.km.) is the gold mine
for ecotourism and pride of
Bangladesh. It has been
declared as a World Heritage
Site by UNESCO. Besides this,
other ecotourism products
include tea plantations in
greater Sylhet, hilly green
areas of Hill Tract Districts,
sandy beaches at Cox's Bazar
and Kuakata, rivers, lakes,
forest and wildlife, glorious
tribal life and the simple life
style of the village people.
These tourism products have
tremendous demand in the
tourism markets of the world.
Sustainable tourism develop-
ment demands careful assess-
ment of these tourism products
and measurement of their
absorbing capacity, proper
planning and management,
preservation of unique
resources, marketing of the
products and getting prepa-
ration for ‘the successful
presentatior before the
Interested tourists.

9. Ecotourism is still in its
infancy in Bangladesh. Govern-
ment, semi-government and
private organizations should
take integrated and joint plan to
exploit ecotourism potentials in
A desire to
establish ecotourism including
mass tourism in the country
has been demonstrated for
many years. Government has
recognised tourism as an
industry, encourages local and
foreign investors through the
declaration of National Tourism
Policy iIn 1992. Ecotourism
though a new concept, yet it
has featured prominently in the
declared National Tourism
Policy. Since more and more
tourists are eager to closely
discover the real beauty of
nature and culture, Govern-
ment is also very keen to
exploit potentials of tourism
industry through presentation
of virginity of all elements of
nature and culture in view of
the recent expansion of the
international tourism markets.
Conservation of natural and
cultural resources is the sacred
duty of the nation. The whole
nation should be motivated to
perform this duty.

10. The Department of Forest
will have to play a vital role in
expanding ecotourism through
planned preservation of the
National Parks and Reserved
Forests, tree plantation & by
expanding it. The Department
of Forest has been given the
authority to ensure the
sustainable development of the
forest and the wild animals. In
fact, the natural scenery and
variety of wild lives for real
ecotourism are located in the
forest areas. So, for preserving
the forest and wild animals and
for expanding them, the
Government has declared eight
Wildlife  Sanctuaries, five
National Parks.

11. Tourism is the largest single
ever expanding industry in the
world today. Of course recent
acts of terrorism in the USA
and War in Afghanistan have
severely affected growth of the
tourism industry due to sudden
unexpected fall in the overall
performance of the aviation
industry. It will take some time
to recover from this setback
and hopefully tourism as an
Industry will regain its leading
position in.the world economy
soon.

* The writer is the Chairman,
Bangladesh Parjatan

Corporation.
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