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Schools h'ball

UNB, Dhaka

Viquarunnissa Noon School and
College earned massive wins
against their opponents in the 12th
Bata School (girls) handball tourna-
ment at the Dhanmondi Sultana
Kamal Women's Sports Complex
on Tuesday.

They blanked Dhanmondi
tutorial 12-0 after leading the first
half 8-0 in the first match and later
outplayed Loreto School 13-0 after
dominating the first half 9-0.

In another match, Motijheel Govt
Girls High beat Loreto 4-2 after
leading the first half 2-0.

In the third match, Lalmatia Girls
High beat Bangladesh Rifles
School 3-2 after leading the first half
2-1.

But in their second encounter,
Bangladesh Rifles managed a 6-3
victory over Mirpur Girls Ideal
Laboratory Institute.

Sunnydale defeated Mirpur Girls
Ideal Laboratory Institute 6-2.

Scholastica outplayed
Quamrunnessa Govt Girls High 9-0
after leading the first half 4-0 while
Azimpur Girls School & College
beatAgrani School & College 4-1.
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Cricket

AFP, Sharjah

He may have thrown world cricket
into turmoil but Mike Denness
arrived in Sharjah to referee the
Pakistan-West Indies test series
saying he has noregrets.

"l did what | believe was appro-
priate at the time ... | have no
regrets," the former England stal-
warttold Tuesday's Gulf News.

"l believe | had the backing of
the 1CC (International Cricket
Council) forwhat I did," he said.

As far as | am concerned it is
over and done with."

However, itis not over and done
with as far as India is concerned.

India's cricket chief Jagmohan
Dalmiya has threatened to boycott
the ICC-appointed Referees

Commission and provoked fears of
a split among the 10 Test-playing
nations.
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MIKE DENNESS

The three-man Commission is
set to meet in Johannesburg on

Denness doesn't regret

February 23 and will probe whether
match referee Denness was justi-
fied in penalising six Indian cricket-

ers, including superstar Sachin
Tendulkar, in South Africa in
November.

Dalmiya forced South Africa to
dump Denness, an ICC appointee,
for the next Test, forcing the gov-
erning body to declare the match
unofficial.

The Indian board wants the
Commission either put on hold till
the ICC executive meeting in
Colombo in March or a new com-
mission formed comprising each of
the 10 Test-playing nations.

The series, switched to the
United Arab Emirates because of
security concerns and cut to two
tests and three one-day interna-
tionals, is due to open on Thursday.

It will be only the third to be
played at a neutral venue in Test
cricket's 126-year history.

Cricket

Thankful Ganguly

with Tendulkar unbeaten on 87 after
Sehwag hammered a 62-ball 82.
"The openers won the game for

opening partner and the two have
shared the most century stands in
one-day history.

ICC not moving

to Monte Carlo
AFP, Paris

Cricket's governing body the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
denied on Monday they were to
move their headquarters to Monte
Carlo after a source had told AFP
they were awaiting final permis-
sion from the Monaco government
to go ahead with just such a move.

However an ICC spokesper-
son told AFP that while they were
expanding their operations in the
tax-free haven by increasing the
staff for their financial arm, ICC
Development International, and
event management, who organise
the World Cup and the ICC knock-
out tournament they had no inten-
tion from switching from their
currentheadquarters Lord's.

Earlier a source close to the
negotiations had told AFP the ICC
were awaiting clearance before
completing the move from the land
where cricket was invented to a
place which does not possess one
cricket pitch.

The ICC, who are run by Aussie
duo president Malcolm Gray and
chief executive Malcolm Speed,
would be following the example of
several other ruling sporting
bodies in the modern pentathlon
and the International Association

Early farewell for Weah

AFP, Mopti, Mali,

Nigeria sent George Weah into an
unhappy retirement here Monday
with a 1-0 win over Liberia to march
into the quarter-finals of the African
Nations Cup as Group Awinners.
The Nigerians were by far the
better side throughout an entertain-
ing tussle in this dusty town 650km

confusion in the Liberian box and
when defender George Gebro
fluffed his clearance, Shakthar
Donetsk player Aghahowa was on
hand to head home.

Aghahowa celebrated his sec-
ond goal of the tournament with his
trademark sequence of six backflips
before being mobbed by his relieved
team-mates.

north of the capital and settled the
match with a 63rd-minute header
from Julius Aghahowa.

A cross from the

right by

Augustine 'Jayjay' Okocha created

GEORGE WEAH

Aghahowa admitted it had been
a tough encounter but the victory
showed they were running into form

attherighttime.

"It was a hard game and we got
throughit," he said.

"We are getting into our rhythm
now and we are starting to pick it up
a bit. We are looking forward to the
nextround," he added.

However veteran Sunday Oliseh
reflected the pressure faced by the
Nigerians when competing at this
tournament.

"It was a tough game and we
were a bit nervous early on. If we
had scored earlier on you would
have seen some great football," he
said.

"Quarter-finals are always diffi-
cult at the African Nations Cup
especially if you are pulling on the
green and white of Nigeria as there
is a lot of pressure on us to do well,"
he added.

Former world footballer of the
year and AC Milan star Weah, who
has said he will quit international
football following Liberia's cam-
paign here, was unable to inspire his
team to a win that would have
knocked out Nigeria.

Hosts Mali joined Nigeria in the
quarter-finals after beating Algeria
2-0in Monday's other match.
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