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AFP, Paris

Borussia Dortmund and Bayer
Leverkusen are the pace setters in
the German Bundesliga after wins
over Hertha Berlin and Hansa
Rostock at the weekend but the
focus was on Bayern Munich after
the European and world champions
crashed 5-1 at Schalke 04.

Things are almost as bad at AC
Milan in Italy, following a 3-2 home
defeat by Udinese at the San Siro
after the former European champi-
ons had led 2-0.

The loss upped the pressure on
coach Carlo Ancelotti, who has
received the often-dreaded vote of
confidence from AC Milan vice-
presidentAdriano Galliani.

Bundesliga

Bayern just edged the German title
last season at Schalke's expense
and the team from Gelsenkirchen
took revenge with goals from Emile
Mpenza, Ebbe Sand, Jorg Bohme,
Marco van Hoogdalem and Niels
QOude Kamphuis.

Mehmet Scholl pulled one back
for Bayern but they were outplayed
at the SchalkeArena once German
international Michael Tarnat was
sent off for a crude tackle on
Schalke's veteran playmaker
Andreas Moller just before the
break.

"Hosting Leverkusen next week
will be our last chance for the title,"
maintained Bayern's shocked
coach Ottmar Hitzfeld.

The Sunday papers agreed, as
Welt am Sonntag headlined that
"Bayern are sinking" while Bild am
Sonntag wrote that Bayern were
"on the floor" and the Frankfurter
Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung said
that "Schalke made Bayern look
ridiculous."

Schalke 04 coach Huub
Stevens, who is moving to Hertha
Berlin at the end of the season, had
torub his eyes by the end.

"Beating Bayern 5-1 is unbeliev-
able. The lads produced the right
answers today and | hope they
continue in this vein."

With Bayern's attentions
focused largely on retaining the
Champions League, Dortmund
have been slowly coming to the boil
under former star Matthias
Sammer, a player in the side which
won the championship in 1996 and
went on to lift the 1997 European
Cup.

Czech star Koller opened the
scoring after seven minutes and
added a second nine minutes after
the restart.

Although Andreas Neuendorf
pulled one back for the Berliners
former Leverkusen man Christian
Worns made it 3-1 in the 76th min-
ute.

Dortmund gave a debut to new
signing from Freiburg Sebastian
Kehl, who opted to join them having
earlier been courted by Bayern and
he settled in smoothly with an
assured performance.

Bayer Leverkusen thanked
goals from Thomas Brdaric and
Michael Ballack for their success
over Rostock.

Serie A

Back in ltaly, as Milan struggled
reigning champions AS Roma
returned to the top on Sunday,
beating Piacenza 2-0 to reclaim the
summit just a week after conceding
itto Inter Milan.

A freekick from Brazilian
Assuncao and Argentinian Gabriel
Batistuta proved sufficient for Fabio
Capello's side to gain revenge on
Piacenza, the only side to defeat
them this season.

It also ensured they retook pole
position by a single pointthanks to a
setback for Inter, who were held 1-1
by bottom club Venezia - their
prolific striker Filippo Maniero
converting a late penalty to cancel
out Christian Vieri's opener.

But moving ominously within
three points of top spot are
Juventus who defeated fourth-
placed Chievo 3-1 at Verona to
record their fifth consecutive victory.

In Spain, Real Madrid maintained
their three-point lead after
Deportivo La Coruna and Alaves
both failed to take advantage of the

28-times champions only drawing
1-1 with Real Betis on Sunday.

Deportivo drew 1-1 at fellow
championship challengers Athletic
Bilbao while Alaves crashed 4-0 at
home to Real Mallorca.

Real's Spanish international
midfielder lvan Helguera scored
just before the break and keeper
Iker Casillas then came to Madrid's
rescue midway through the second
half by saving a controversially-
awarded penalty from Gabriel
Amato.

Santiago Solari looked to have
secured all three points for Madrid
after 77 minutes after finding the net
with a header, only to see the goal
disallowed for a foul by the
Argentine winger.

Betis then got their barely
deserved share of the points when
Juanito Gutierrez headed the
equaliser two minutes from time.

Pundits are meanwhile predict-

ing that Barcelona coach Charly
Rexach could be on the way out
after a 1-0 loss at home to Osasuna
which left the Catalan club a dismal
ninth in the table.

Barca's Philip Cocu was sent off
and the Barcelona fans turned on
their team after Osasuna midfielder
Alfredo Sanchez got the only goal of
the game at the Nou Camp.

French First Division

In France, the only league match
saw Troyes oust Marseille 1-0 to
leave the latter just four points off
the drop zone.

In League Cup action, Paris
Saint Germain needed a penalty
shoot out to see off Second Division
Nancy while Bordeaux knocked out
Monaco, Lorient ousted Bastia on
penalties and Rennes beat
Strasbourg to reach the semi-finals.

Bundesliga's top six

German league table after this weekend's matches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Leverkusen 19 13
Dortmund 19 13
Kaiserslautern 19 12
Werder Bremen 19 1

Bayern Munich 19 10
Hertha Berlin 19 9

3 3 46 24 42
3 3 33 13 42
2 5 40 25 38
3 5 32 21 36
4 5 35 16 34
5 5 30 25 32

Serie A's top six

Italian league table ahead of evening match between Chievo and

Juventus (played, won, drawn, lost,

AS Roma
Inter Milan
Juventus
Chievo
AC Milan
Bologna

goals for, against, points):

20 12 7 1 31 12 43
20 12 6 2 36 17 42
19 10 7 2 35 14 37
18 10 3 5 33 25 33
20 8 8 4 29 22 32
20 9 4 7 21 21 A

Primera Liga's top six

Spanish league table after Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn,

lost, goals for, against, points):

Real Madrid 22
Celta Vigo 22
Deportivo 22
Valencia 22
Alaves 22
Athletic Bilbao 22

1 7 4 39 24 40
9 10 3 41 25 37
1 4 7 35 29 37
9 9 4 25 19 36
11 3 8 22 19 36
9 8 5 30 30 35

Nakamura Real bound
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AFP, Tokyo

Yokohama F Marinos have agreed
that Japanese international
midfielder Shunsuke Nakamura will
move to Spanish powerhouse Real
Madrid after the World Cup finals, a
Yokohama spokesman said on
Monday.

"We haven't yet finalised the deal
with the Real Madrid side, but we
will be able to announce it officially
next month," the spokesman said.

Real Madrid officials are
expected to visit Yokohama at the
beginning of February to sign a
contract with an estimated transfer
fee of three million dollars.

The two sides are still working
out the duration and details of
Nakamura's contract, which is
expected to be between three and
five years.

On Sunday

in Spain, Real

Madrid's director general Jorge
Valdano said the eight-times
European champions were inter-
ested in the player for their reserve
team but had not yet received a
reply from his J-League club.

"We have an option on the player
and have made an offer of three
million Euros, but we are still waiting
for a reply," said Valdano, a World
Cup winner with Argentinain 1986.

A sticking point to the transfer
could be that Valdano has said
Nakamura could initially be drafted
into the Real Madrid reserve team --
currently playing in the Spanish
Third Division but who are poised for
promotion -- rather than the first
team.

If the reserve team fail to gain
promotion the deal would fall
through as non-European players
are not allowed to play in Third
Division teams.

Last weekend, the 23-year-old
left-side player signed a new deal
with Yokohama, which included a
clause allowing him to leave the J-

League club in mid-season.
"It's not finalised yet, but I'd like to
thank Yokohama, because they

SHUNSUKE NAKAMURA
reinforced the team by acquiring

Will (Brazilian forward Robson
Emilio Andrade Will) and (Daisuke)

Oku to allow me to leave the club
easily," said Nakamura.

"l can play for Marinos until the
World Cup finals. I'll do my best for
myself and the team to win all the
seven games before that. | will try
hard to be picked up for the World
Cup," he added.

Nakamura, a member of the
Asian Cup winning team in Lebanon
in October 2000, played 17 games
for the national team and scored
three goals. He was also a team
member when Japan reached the
quarter-finals at the Sydney
Olympics.

But he has not been on the pitch
since Japan's humiliating 5-0
thrashing by France in March in
Paris last year.

If Nakamura were to move to
Real Madrid, he would be the third
Japanese international to play in
Spain.

Shoji Jo played half a campaign
for Valladolid two seasons ago and
last season Espanyol employed the
services of Akinori Nishizawa.

Ronaldo to rest
a couple of
weeks

AFP, Milan

Inter Milan's Brazilian striker
Ronaldo will undergo further medi-
cal tests early next week after being
forced out of Sunday's Italian
league tie against Venezia with a
thigh muscle strain, his club
announced Saturday.

The 25-year-old striker is still
recovering from the injury he sus-
tained before Christmas in the 3-2
victory over Piacenza.

The two-time World Player of the
Year will undergo more medical
tests on Monday in Milan, explained
team doctor Franco Combi.

"Ronaldo will have a scan and
we will decide if further tests are
needed. We are not taking any
chances," said Combi.

Combi added that it was not
possible to give a timeframe for
Ronaldo's return to competition.

"We can't say anything about his
return because the psychological
aspect is very important,” said
Combi.

Inter Milan's Argentinian coach
Hector Cuper meanwhile remained
that all that was needed was rest.

"It's not serious, but | think that
Ronaldo should rest for two more
weeks," added Cuper.

Ronaldo only made his return to
competition in early November after
two injury-blighted years.
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