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Turkey trip for England

Vogts vs motherland

2

PORTUGAL
v /AT

AFP, Porto

England must negotiate a daunting
trip to Turkey if they are to reach the
finals of the 2004 European cham-
pionships.

Sven Goran Eriksson's men
must travel to the top seeds in

our main opponents but we must be
careful not to slip up against
countries who are battling for their
lives.

"We know Cyprus and Israel of
course and Israel blocked our route
to the World Cup finals in the United
States in 1993 when we all thought
we were already there."

Germany will face Scotland in
Group 5, setting up an intriguing
clash as former German coach
Berti Vogts is set to be named the
new Scottish manager.

Current German boss Rudi
Voller was in no doubt that Vogts
would be leading Scotland when
they played Germany.

too to play against his old team.

"He's an old fox and it's hard to
hide anything from him. Naturally
he'll want to beat us and achieve
something with Scotland."

The other teams in Group 5 are
Iceland, Lithuania and the Faroe
Islands.

The draw was an emotional day
forlegendary Portuguese footballer
Eusebio who was invited to help
make the draw on his 60th birthday.

Giovanni Trapattoni, the coach
of Italy who were beaten by France
in the 2000 final, had no complaints
about his team's Group 9 draw
against Yugoslavia, Finland, Wales
and Azerbaijan.

avoided."

Spain, whose international form
so often fails to match the achieve-
ments of their clubs, were pitched
against Ukraine, Greece, Northern
Ireland and Armeniain Group 6.

Spanish coach Jose Antonio
Camacho was confident, saying:
"It's our group for the taking. Italy's
group is stronger ... and so is
Germany with Scotland and
Iceland."

Republic of Ireland, World Cup
finalists later this year and who
have flourished under coach Mick
McCarthy, were drawn in a tough
Group 10, also including Russia,
Switzerland, Georgia and Albania.

WEEKEND'S
ACTION IN

EUROPE

PRIMERA LIGA

(Kick off times 1600 GMT,
unless otherwise stated)

Saturday: Celta Vigo v Real
Sociedad (2030), Las Palmas v
Valencia (2100)

Sunday: Alaves v Real
Mallorca, Athletic Bilbao v
Deportivo La Coruna, Barcelona
v Espanyol, Sevilla v Espanyol,
Valladolid v

Malaga, Villarreal v Tenerife,
Real Zaragoza v Rayo
Vallecano, Real Madrid v Real
Betis (1900)

SERIEA

Mali's brave show
CAF

AFP, Bamako

Hosts Mali were a last-gasp save
away from pulling off a stunning
upset against favourites Nigeria but
it was another goal-less day at the
African Nations Cup here Thursday.

Mali, written off before the tour-
nament began, were denied a
famous win in front of 55,000 rau-
cous home fans when Super
Eagles keeper lke Shorunmu leapt
to parry away a Mamadou
Bagayoko header in the dying
minutes.

The match finished 0-0 to leave
World Cup qualifiers Nigeria still
heading Group A with four points
after two matches with Mali second
with two points. Algeria play Liberia

THIl AP AN CUF OF WATIONS
MALI 2002

on Friday in Group A's next match.
In Thursday's Group B match,

South Africa's shaky start to the

competition continued when they

were held to their second consecu-
tive 0-0 draw by Ghana following
the scoreless tie against Burkina
Faso on Sunday.

Group B has been tagged the
'Group of Boredom' with all three
games in Segou so far ending in 0-0
results. Burkina Faso play Morocco
in the next match on Saturday.

It was a miserable day for South
Africa's Quinton Fortune, who
missed a penalty for 'Bafana
Bafana' that would have given his
side a precious win.

Ghana and South Africa have
two points each and Burkina Faso
and Morocco one and the spectre of
the toss of a coin deciding which
two teams qualify for the quarter-
finals looms.
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