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'‘Goodbye Liberia' says Weah
CAF

THl AFFC AN CUF OF HATIONS
MALI 2003

AFP, Bamako

Liberian legend George Weah said
Thursday he would quit interna-
tional football after the African
Nations Cup, saying he feared for
his life if he continued to represent
his country.

Former world footballer of the
year Weah, who is also his team's
technical director and coach, told
AFP he would sever all links with the
Liberian team after the tournament.

But Weah, famous worldwide for
his playing exploits and work as a
UNICEF ambassador, said his
biggest fear was his unpopularity
with the Liberian government of
president Charles Taylor.

Weah accused Taylor of feeling
threatened by his international
profile, and said he suspected the
Liberian leader feared he would one
day challenge him as a political
rival.

"Football has gone into politics
and | don't want to be part of the
politics. It has gone political in every
sense - jealousy, accusation, from

government, from players," the 35-
year-old former AC Milan star said.

"The president of Liberia is
against us," he said. "The govern-
mentis against us. They are jealous
ofus. ldon'tdeserve that.

"I have children who have still to
grow up and go to school," said
Weah, a father of four. "l don't want
somebody to come and kil me
because of my popularity," he said.

Weah said his home in Liberia
had been burnt down and shops he
owned had been taken over.

"They have already burnt my
house down," Weah said. "They've

GEORGE WEAH

repossessed my shops. It's not
safe, | don't want something to
happen to me before my children
grow up. I'm afraid ... | don't feel
safe.

"The message of the president is
thatl am atarget," he said.

Weah said he had enjoyed good
relations with Liberia's previous
president Samuel Doe, and
believed that had possibly counted

against him.

"I knew Doe well. | was close to
him because | was captain of
Liberia and that's normal," Weah
told AFP.

"Doe was comfortable with my
popularity. So he helped me a lot to
build up a team - but Taylor doesn't
want to accept the fact that | am

Brescia booter
killed in car
crash

AFP, Parma

The ltalian Cup semi-final first leg
match between Parma and Brescia
was postponed as the players pre-

popular. pared to kick off Wednesday when it
"He thinks that | want to be | emerged a Brescia player had been
president. killed in a car crash.

"Doe never thought that. He
thought | gave the country a good
image, so he helped me. I'm not a
politician."

Announcing that he will retire
after the tournament, Weah said: "I
resign | resign as a player
because | can't travel because of
family problems.

"And as a technical director, I'm
out. I'll play for the moment but after
the tournament I'm finished," he
said.

Liberia's Nations Cup campaign
has been marred by a row between
players and the national association
over money.

Weah was furious that the efforts
of his team-mates - when they came
within a whisker of qualifying for the
World Cup and reached the Nations
Cup for only the second time - went
unrewarded.

"Everything | do, | do for free, | do
it from the heart," said Weah, who
has helped with the team's
expenses.

"l was not happy with the team's
treatment. We qualified for the
Nations Cup, but we didn't see any
money. We almost qualified for the
World Cup and we didn't see any-
thing.

"We played the first match and
didn't see anything. It's not normal."

Spanish Cup

Bilbao baffle Real

@ Football

AFP, Madrid

Athletic Bilbao came from behind to
beat Spanish champions Real
Madrid 2-1 in their Spanish Cup
semi-final first leg match on
Wednesday.

Second-half goals from Joseba
Etxeberria and Ismael Urzaiz, who
netted just six minutes from time,

cancelled out Zinedine Zidane's
spectacular fourth-minute goal for
the eight times European Cup
winners.

Zidane capitalised on an error in
the Bilbao defence to rifle the ball
home from 25 yards out and Real
could well have been 4-0 up by the
hour mark but Fernando Morientes,
twice, and Roberto Carlos were
denied by tremendous saves by
Daniel Aranzubia.

His final piece of heroism off

Morientes sparked his attackers into
action as Etxeberria fired home a
well worked goal created by 'Tiko' in
the 63rd minute and Urzaiz had
better luck after hitting the post in
the 65th minute by grabbing the
winner late on to give them a narrow
advantage to take to Madrid on
January 30.

Third Division Figueras, who
have ousted Barcelona already this
campaign, host Deportivo La
Coruna on Thursday in the other
semi-final.

As the teams came onto the pitch
at the Stadio Ennio Tardini, the
Italian media reported Brescia
defender Vittorio Mero had been
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VITTORIO MERO

killed in a car crash.

The 27-year-old died after an
accident near toll booths on
Ospitaletto and Rovato. Early
reports said the driver of another
vehicle involved in the incident had
fled the scene.

Later Wednesday a lorry driver
was arrested near Verona for failing
to help a person in distress.

The clubs quickly reached an
agreement to reschedule the match
forJanuary 30.

The teams were already in posi-
tion and set to kick off when an
official ran onto the pitch and whis-
pered in the ear of referee Graziano
Cesari just as he was preparing to
signal the kick-off.

Seconds later Brescia players
were in tears as the news spread
and both teams left the pitch while a
clearly upset Brescia captain
Roberto Baggio flung his captain's
armband away.

News also filtered through to
supporters who started chanting the
dead player's name, accompanied
by the applause in Italy that is tradi-
tional in moments of grief.

Media reports said that the
player's father Salvatore had to be
taken to hospital for treatment for
shock after he heard of his son's
death on the radio.

Premiership

Gunners hot on MU's heels

l@ Football

AFP, London

Title hopefuls Arsenal moved up to
second in the English Premiership
on Wednesday with a 3-1 win
against bottom club Leicester at
Filbert Street.

The Gunners are now just a point
behind leaders Manchester United,
who have played a game more,
while Leicester remain rooted to the
foot of the table on 17 points, two
less than second bottom Derby.

Dutch international midfielder
Giovanni van Bronckhorst put
Arsenal ahead with his first goal for
the club and Frenchman Thierry
Henry doubled the visitors' lead
before half-time.

Turkish international Muzzy

Izzet replied for Leicester just after
the break but Arsenal substitute
Sylvain Wiltord rounded off a vital
away win for Arsene Wenger's men
seconds before the final whistle.

Arsenal made the breakthrough
after 33 minutes following a sweep-
ing move. Henry fed Ukranian Oleg
Luzhny on the left wing and he
delivered a quick cross into the
Leicester penalty area.

Premiership's top six

Van Bronckhorst escaped his
marker and planted a firm header
past home 'keeper Tim Flowers.

Leicester went further behind
two minutes before the interval
when Henry grabbed his 24th goal
of the season in somewhat fortu-
itous fashion.

Dutchman Dennis Bergkamp
tried to release Patrick Vieira but the
ball hit the back of the Frenchman's

English Premiership table after Tuesday's match (played, won, drawn, lost,

goals for, goals against, points):

Man United 24 14 3 7 56 34 45
Arsenal 23 12 8 3 46 27 44
Newcastle 23 13 4 6 42 29 43
Liverpool 24 12 7 5 33 24 43
Leeds 23 11 9 & 35 21 42
Chelsea 23 9 10 4 40 23 37

boot.

Fortunately for Arsenal the ball
spun away from Callum Davidson
and Jacob Laursen leaving Henry a
clear path to goal and the Gunners'
leading goalscorer made no mis-
take.

Leicester hit back in a rare
attacking moment after 68 minutes.

Izzet rose above a crowd of
defenders to meet Andy Impey's
corner and headed beyond Arsenal
'keeper Richard Wright.

The hosts came close to level-
ling the scores 10 minutes from time
when Matt Elliott nodded towards
goal but Wright reacted quickly to
palm away the danger.

Despite a couple of late scares,
Arsenal ended the contest in stop-
page time when Wiltord rifled home
an unstoppable 25-yarder.

Italian Cup

Del Piero gives

Juve the
(¢ ¥ Football

AFP, milan

A late goal from substitute
Alessandro Del Piero helped
Juventus defeat arch-rivals AC
Milan 2-1 Wednesday in an Italian
Cup semi-final first leg match at the
San Siro.

Del Piero's strike ensured his
side completed a fine comeback
after Alessandro Birindelli had
equalised Javi Moreno's opener for
Milan and must now be considered
favourites to progress to the final
after the second leg in Turin in a
fortnight.

On 38 minutes their veteran
defender Ciro Ferrara struck the bar
with a header from a Davids corner
but within a minute Milan had taken
the lead.

Their Spanish striker Moreno,
who has had limited first-team
opportunities in Serie A but has
proved a potent weapon in the Cup,
collected a pass from compatriot
Jose Mari and fired a low shot past
Juve's Uruguayan goalkeeper
Fabian Carini.

It did not take long after the
interval for Juve to hit back. The
opportunity came when a freekick
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edge

was awarded for a foul by Milan's
Brazilian defender Roque Junior on
Amoruso.

Alessio Tacchinardi tapped the
ball to Birindelli and the full-back's
shot found the net with a big deflec-
tion off Milan midfielder Gennaro
Gattuso helping to outfox goal-
keeper Sebastiano Rossi.

Lippi then pulled off his master
stroke when he introduced Del Piero
for Amoruso 15 minutes later.

The move paid dividends just
four minutes from time when
Christian Zenoni escaped down the
right side, beating Milan's defender
Thomas Helveg and crossing to the
far post where Del Piero rammed
the ball into the roof of the net.

The earlier scheduled semi-final
first leg match between Brescia and
Parma was postponed in dramatic
circumstances until January 30.

Match referee Graziano Cesari
was just about to start the match
when an official ran onto the pitch to
inform him that a Brescia player
Vittorio Mero had been killed in a car
crash.

Many Brescia players, including
captain Roberto Baggio, burst into
tears when they heard the news and
the game was quickly rescheduled.

English League Cup

Spurs bury

Chelsea

@ Football

AFP, London

Tottenham ended a 12-year jinx
totalling 26 matches to reach the
League Cup final Wednesday after
trouncing London rivals Chelsea 5-
1 at White Hart Lane in a thrilling
semi-final, second leg encounter.

Steffen Iversen, Tim Sherwood,
Teddy Sheringham, Simon Davies
and substitute Sergei Rebrov were
on target for Spurs who have previ-
ously had little luck against the
Blues.

The last time Tottenham
recorded a victory against Chelsea
was backin 1990.

Chelsea substitute Mikael
Forssell netted a late consolation
goal for the visitors but Tottenham
cruised to a comfortable 6-3 aggre-
gate success.

On a miserable night for
Chelsea, leading goalscorer Jimmy
Floyd Hasselbaink was sent off with
the score at 3-0 in a case of mis-
taken identity.

Referee Mark Halsey thought he
had seen Hasselbaink slap

Sheringham in the face when the
offender was actually his Dutch
compatriot Mario Melchiot.

Hasselbaink protested his
innocence but Halsey refused to
budge and produced the red card.

Sheringham hailed "a profes-
sional performance" after Glenn
Hoddle's side booked a place in the
Cardiff final on February 24 against
Premiership rivals Blackburn.

"It was a tough game but we set
about it in the right way,"
Sheringham said.

"It was a professional perfor-
mance from everyone and | think
theresultis well deserved."

Sheringham explained that he
did not want to see anyone dis-
missed for the second half dust-up
which resulted in Hasselbaink
being dismissed.

The Tottenham striker revealed
he did not see who committed the
offence - although he told Halsey he
did not want to see anyone sent off.

"l didn't see what happened - all |
know was someone pushed my
face," Sheringham added.

"All | said to the ref was 'l don't
know who it is but he doesn't
deserve to be sent off"."
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