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Rajshahi cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Kazihata Sporting Club defeated
Friends Sporting Club by nine wickets
in the Rajshahi Premier Division
Cricket League at the divisional
stadium yesterday.

Winning the toss, Friends decided
to bat first and went all out collecting
63 runsin27.1overs.

In reply, Kazihata reached the
target losing only one wicket in 10.5
overs.

DIVICRICKET

Shiroil Cricket Club beat Rajshahi
Cricket Clinic by 14 runs in the
Rajshahi First Division Cricket
League at the district stadium yester-
day.

Winning the toss, Shiroil batted
first and made 200 losing eight wick-
etsin the stipulated 45 overs.

In reply, Cricket Clinic went all out
collecting 186 runsin44.1 overs.

Holland blank
Japan

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Holland recorded their first win in the
Six-Nation Invitational hockey tourna-
ment when they defeated Japan 6-0 at
the National Hockey Stadium
Tuesday.
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Iurmitola Loll Club,

ink Bangladesh Open-2002

NDhaka

Vice-president of the Kurmitola Golf Club Maj Gen Jiban Kanai Das © addressing a press briefing in connection with
the Second Dutch-Bangla Bank Bangladesh Open Golf Tournament that begins on February 6.
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Boring African trio

Dutch-Bangla BD
Open Golf from
February 6

SPORTS REPORTER

Venus bows out

AustralianEY Open

The Second Dutch-Bangla Bank
Bangladesh Open Golf Tournament
begins at the Kurmitola Golf Club on
February 6.

KGC vice-president Major
General Jiban Kanai Das made the
announcement during a briefing at
the club on Tuesday.

The richest tournament in
Bangladesh boasting prize-money
of aka 15 lakh, is part of the Hero
Honda India Tour. The winner's
cheque is worth Taka 2,43,000,00.

The four-day golfing extrava-
ganza at the 6,666-yard, par-72
course brings top-ranking players
on the Asian curcuit.

The Bangladesh challenge
comes in the form of Chand Mia,
Babu Ahmed and Mohammad Nurul
Islam. Besides, there will be four
golfers from Malaysia.

Among the Indians include
defending champion Vijay Kumar.
However, he likely to face a stiff
challenge from another Kumar --
red-hot Mukesh, who after winning
four out of the 16 tournaments so
far, is currently leading the Order of

AFP, melbourne

Monica Seles set up a dream semi-
final against Martina Hingis when
she shattered the Australian Open
hopes of Venus Williams Tuesday.

The veteran nine-time Grand
Slam champion fought off a fever
and a tenacious, but injured,
Williams 6-7, 6-2, 6-3 to secure a
first major semifinal appearance
since the French Openin 1999.

Hingis had a much easier time of
it to make her 19th Grand Slam last
four.

Hingis, 21, had a 73-minute
workout but few worries as she
brushed aside unseeded and petite
Italian Adriana Serra-Zanetti 6-2, 6-
3 to reach the last four here for the
sixth straight year.

Grand Slam titles once flowed
regularly for the former world No.1
but since the onset of the powerful
Williams sisters, along with the
resurgence of Jennifer Capriati they
have dried up.

Hingis is chasing her sixth Grand
Slam title but she hasn't landed a
major since her last Australian
Openin 1999.

"It was nice to see someone

romiboR

VENUS WILLIAMS

shorter than me on the other side of
the net," said the third seed, who
has given up just 14 games here.

"I had to face Serena in the
quarter-finals here at this point last
year and it's nice to get through
easier than lastyear."

Hingis though says she is a
better player this year.

"I think I've reached a stage that |
haven'tbeen before," she said.

Sweden's Thomas Johansson,
26, saw off compartiot Jonas
Bjorkman in the first men's quarter-
final, proving more consistent than
his good friend to win 6-0, 2-6, 6-3,
6-4.

"We're really good friends off
court," he said. "We've been prac-
tising so much together so we know
each other's strengths and weak-
nesses so it's tough. It's much
easier to do it against someone
otherthan a friend."

But do it he did, making his first
ever Grand Slam last four where he
will meet Jiri Novak of the Czech
Republic, who brushed aside
Austria's Stefan Koubek 6-2, 6-3, 6-
2 in just one hour 25 minutes in a
night quarter-final.

Novak became the first Czech
semifinalist at a Grand Slam since
Petr Korda won the 1998 Australian
Open.

Johansson's previous Grand
Slam best was the quarterfinals at
the US Openin 1998 and 2000.
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