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Saying no to wars

Natyoutsav 2002 concludes with Urubhangam focusing on the horrors of war

Aziz AMIRUL

HE last of the five
dramas of the
Natyoutsav 2002 was

staged in front of a capacity
crowd at the Poet Sufia Kamal
auditorium of National Museum
in the city on January 16.
'Urubhangam’, a musical thea-
tre production by the members
of Centre for Asian Theatre
(CAT) was staged on the con-
cluding evening of the drama
festival that depicted a plot
containing scenes and develop-
ments of the final war fought
between the Pandavas and the
Kauravas, two warrior sects
originating in the mythological
manuscript of Mahabharata, a
revered epic of the Hindu reli-
gion.

As the synopsis got unfolded,
Pandavas returned from a long
exile, led by their warrior king
Bhima Sen, to demand their
paternal legacy back. The

Kauravas rejected the claim and
as a result war broke out. It
turned out to be a disaster for
the Kauravas as Bhima's men
managed to kill all hundred sons
of the old, blind King
Dhritarashtra except for one,
Duryodhana, who had now
become desperate to take
revenge of his brothers' deaths.
The war began with the blowing
of the conch-shells while the
chorus sang lyrical composition
in a bid to introduce the two
chivalrous heroes. Duryodhana
arrived at the battlefield on back
of a mighty elephant, as did
Bhima Sen with his troops. A
club fight (Gada Judho) broke
out between the two and lastly
Bhima prostrated Duryodhana
through a fatal hit of Gada, only
to permanently dislocate and
crush Duryodhana's thigh-
bones.

The 60-minute drama that
consisted of a single act brought

in front of the audience a narra-
tor, who went on describing
various aspects of the battle, the
situations and scenes of the
bloodshed, personal encoun-
ters and skills of Bhima and
Duryodhana.

Several scenes of interaction
between characters took effect
as the fatal wounds of
Duryodhana worsened only to
draw pathetic attention of the
parents the elderly father
Dhritarashtra and Queen
Gandhari, mother of Dury-
odhana. Blind king Dhrita-
rashtra appeared in the battle-
field in search of his son accom-
panied by Gandhari. They
lamented the plight of their son
and became highly upset to find
that their only surviving son
would leave them forever by
reason of a, useless, deceitful
club fight with the sly Bhima.

Surrounded by torch lights
that appeared like forest fire,

Ascene of Urubhangam shows Duryodhana encircled by his warrior men

through the narration,
Duryodhana saw not torch lights
rather the seven seas, oceans

The young Ashwatthamma rages in fury seeing the plight of Duryodhana

Members of the Center for Asian Theater maintain a high standard of performance
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and the rivers of Ganges and
Jamuna those had sent the
Vayu (air) as a chariot to trans-
port the dying Prince to the
everlasting world of death.
Finally, the Kaurava Prince bid
farewell to the mortal world for
his destination to eternity. A
painful end relieved Dury-
odhana of all mortal feelings.

The epilogue of the play
observed that war can bring no
good to anyone and that it
dstroys the entire civilisation.
The chorus sang with the follow-
ing words of Bharata, a famous
Indian Saint, "From our world,
let all unhappiness be removed.
And let there be the advent of
peace as the benign sun
reaches the earth, and let the
universe smile like a swelling
ocean, full of joyous froth and
blissful wave
Urubhangam, the one-act play
received compilation of stage
drama form by the CAT mem-

"

Therole of the narrator is important in the play

bers in a shorter synopsis thatn
that of the original one of the
Mahabharata content. How-
ever, the non-realistic approach
featuring Sanskrit style has
been maintained all through and
carried further. In order to bring
a modern style for the present-
day audience, the contents of
the original play has been
changed and several orthodox
rules of the Sanskrit theatre
have been modified with the aid
of technological support. Mod-
ern techniques of theatrical
movement have made the CAT
production of Urubhangam a
refined artistic creation, tried to
enhance the spirit of the audi-
ence with aid of modern lighting
and sound system.

As done in the original play,
the CAT production also dealt
with three basic human emo-
tions sorrow, wrath and vigour of
the machoistic male character.

As mentioned by the Director

of the stage production,
Kamaluddin Nilu, 'l wanted to
create an understanding among
the audience that war is in every
respect, destructive and can
only increase human sufferings
and pain, ultimately leading to
death'. 'Urubhangam, per-
formed by the performers of
CAT, tried to transform the tragic
events of the battle into an
explicit form of notion that could
be interpreted as a play of anti-
war theme', added Kamal, a
noted actor and dramatist of
Bangladeshidrama circle.

The 'Natyoutsav 2002', an
initiation of some of the major
drama activists and promoter of
the subcontinent, would remain
in the memories of the local
enthusiasts for long and would
further boost the ongoing move-
ment of advanced theatrical
exposition in the region.
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Exhibition

by
Russian artists

The Russian Cultural Centre,
Dhaka organises a show of
contemporary art by Russian artists
Poliakov Vasily and Persidskiy

Konstantin ~ which opens on
January 20 at Exhibition Hall of the
Russian Cultural Centre, House #
510, Road # 7, Dhanmondi R/A.
This exhibition is dedicated to mark
the 30th Anniversary of diplomatic
tie between Bangladesh and
Russia.

Art show of three

Bengali pioneers
An exhibition showcasing works of
pioneer artists Zainul Abedin,
Qamrul Hassan and S.M. Sultan-- of
Bangladeshi art movement is being
held at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts at Dhanmondi. This show is the
second of a series presented from
the collection of Abul Khair,
chairman of Bengal Foundation.

GroupArt Show
The 45th Grand Group Art
Exhibition of leading Bangladeshi
artists organised by Saju Art Gallery
is now being held atits gallery space
at Gulshan, North Super Market 2nd
circle. The month-long show, open
to all, will run until February 7 from
10amto 8:30 pm barring Fridays.

2nd solo
exhibition

The 2nd solo art exhibition by artist
Rezaul Hoque Liton is being held at
the High Commission of India
Cultural Centre (754 Satmasjid
Road, Dhanmondi)

The exhibition will remain open for
all from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
everyday, till January 24.

Satraniji
Exhibition
A Satraniji exhibition is being held at
the Alliance Francaise de Dhaka.
The exhibition will continue
everyday from 9:00 a.m - 12:00 p.m
(Except Saturday) and 5:00 - 8:00
p.m. till January 23.
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