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Faces of war

Mahbubur Rahman's art exhibition on war and bloodshed
at the Gallery 21 in the city

NAFID IMRAN AHMED

HE scenes painted on can-

vas describe war and blood-

shed in intricate details.
Some of the oil and acrylic works
present dark, hidden front line
military hideout amidst crossfire as
the onlooker experiences a feeling
of the rattling sound of ammunitions
and bombardment. Artist Mahbubur
Rahman has provided us the oppor-
tunity to feel the ravaging war
through his artworks.

An exhibition of his recent
artworks on war scenes titled 'War
My Love' started at the Gallery 21 on
January 10. The exhibition started
with a live performance by the artist.

The most fascinating part of the
exhibition is the way Mahbub pre-
sented his work. Starting from the
entrance of the Gallery, Mahbub
painted floor, wall and ceiling spaces
of the two large galleries with military

emblems.

Special light effects
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The Baily Star

AFP, Madrid

PANISH Nobel literature

laureate Camilo Jose Cela

died Thursday in Madrid, a
spokesman at the clinic where the
author was being treated for respira-
tory problems said. He was 85.

Cela was among the writers
who emerged after the Spanish civil
war, first winning critical acclaim for
his novel La familia de Pascual
Duarte in 1942, whose brutal real-
ism was characteristic of Cela's
style.

The novel is considered by
many critics as one of the most
importantin Spanish literature.

Cela won the Nobel prize for
literature in 1989.

Among many other notable
works were La colmena ("The
Hive") published in 1951, Mrs

Caldwell habla con su hijo ("Mrs
Caldwell speaks to her son") from

Camilo Jose Cela dies

Nobel literature laureate Cela was
leader of crude, straightforward style
of writing called ' tremendismo' in
contemporary Spanish literature

1953 and Diccionario secreto in
1968, a Spanish-language dictio-
nary with a sense of humour.

The Spanish academic, who had
been a member of the Royal Span-
ish Academy since 1957, was also
renowned as a short-story writer,
poetand essayist.

Cela's work -- which totals 70
volumes -- has been translated into
20 differentlanguages, and is part of
the Spanish school curriculum.

A colourful character, before
being able to make a living from his
writing Cela had worked in a number
of different jobs, and even made his
way as a boxer.

With his strong personality and
often poor relations with other
writers, Cela featured frequently in
the Spanish press.

Celawas bornin 1916 in Galicia,
northwestern Spain and is survived
by his wife, journalist Marina
Castano.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition by
Russian artists

The Russian Cultural Centre,
Dhaka organises a show of
contemporary art by Russian artists
Poliakov Vasily and Persidskiy

Konstantin ~ which opens on
January 20 at Exhibition Hall of the
Russian Cultural Centre, House #
510, Road # 7, Dhanmondi R/A.
This exhibition is dedicated to mark
the 30th Anniversary of diplomatic
tie between Bangladesh and
Russia.

Art show of three
Bengali pioneers

An exhibition showcasing works of
pioneer artists Zainul Abedin,
Qamrul Hassanand S.M. Sultan-- of
Bangladeshi art movement is being

provided the place with a taste of
reality. At a corner of a room there

are some caged pigeons those
resembled the innocent lives

trapped in the ternble curse of war.

Young artist Mahbubur Rahman
completed his MFA (Masters in Fine
Arts) from the Institute of Fine Arts,
University of Dhaka in 1993. His first
solo exhibition titled 'Waiting For
Heaven' was held at the National
Gallery, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in 1994. At present
Mahbub have 6 solo exhibitions,
many group exhibitions and many
outstanding awards to his name.
Among which the Grand Prize at the
9th Asian Art Biennale in 1999,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Award (Grand Prize) for painting at
the 13th National Art Exhibition in
1998, Best Award for sculpture at the
12th Young Artists' Art Exhibition and
many others are notable.
In this exhibition titled 'War My Love'
Mahbub has displayed almost 20
artworks. These works can be easily
divided into two categories.

Apart from the 5 large charcoal
drawings all other works are small
and completely different. These
works are done on digital prints. In
these digital prints on canvas
Mahbub worked with acrylic. He also
used light and wood. These digital

images are real and recent war
photographs. Itis very clear from his
works that Mahbub, whose works
are always related to the social and
political crisis, was deeply moved by
the recent war of Afghanistan. Most
of the subjects of Mahbub are world
leaders and political heads who who
carried prime responsibility for the
initiation of the war. US President
George W Bush, his rival Osama Bin
Laden and the fellow leaders are
found in most of the works. Some
works of Mahbub try to unmask
inner psychic facial appearance of
the leaders concerned. Some small
paintings have been done in
wooden boxes. These have two
parts and Mahbub has worked with
plaster on these. The large paintings
are completely different from the
digital prints. These drawings in
charcoal seem to have the Libera-
tion War as subjects. Mahbub has
specially focused in his works the
issue of heinous rape and torture
carried upon the Bengalee com-
moners during the war period.
While commenting on his paint-
ings, Mahbub said, "After the Libera-
tion War of 1971, | used to listen to

the harrowing incidents and later on
gathered information about the real
war and saw some photographs".
Mahbub, besides dealing with the
sensitive issue of the Liberation War,
has also been hurt by a lot of other
matters. Like every other child,
Mahbub too, played the game of war
with his toy pistol. But over time the
real-life gruesome picture of war
influenced his life to a great deal.
"War is nothing but killing humans, at
the same time creating an enormous
crisis of basic amenities."
Mahbubur Rahman's infatuation
towards destruction of life led to the
hosting of his previous exhibition,
'Self-Slaughter', in 2000 that
depicted the suicidal tendency of the
human mind. Mahbub adds, "Social
injustice, outrage and environmen-
tal crisis make me so much worried
that | try to represent these anxieties
in my works to free myself from the
additional pressure."

The exhibition will remain open
every day from 2:00 p.m. till 8:00
p.m. up to January 20. 'Artist's Talk',
a special event by Mahbubur
Rahman will be held at 6:00 p.m. on
the concluding evening.

held at the Bengal Gallery of Fine

File picture dated on 24 November 2001 of Spanish writer and Nobel Prize for
Literature winnerin 1989, Camilo Jose Cela, and his wife Marina Castano (L).

PHOTO: AFP

Arts at Dhanmondi. This show is the
second of a series presented from
the collection of Abul Khair,
chairman of Bengal Foundation.

Group Art Show
The 45th Grand Group Art
Exhibition of leading Bangladeshi
artists organised by Saju Art Gallery
is now being held atits gallery space
at Gulshan, North Super Market 2nd
circle. The month-long show, open
to all, will run until February 7 from
10 amto 8:30 pm barring Fridays.

2nd solo
exhibition

The 2nd solo art exhibition by artist
Rezaul Hoque Liton is being held at
the High Commission of India
Cultural Centre (754 Satmasjid
Road, Dhanmondi)

The exhibition will remain open for
all from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
everyday, till January 24.

French Cinema
Alliance Francaise de dhaka will be
screening the movies, ‘The birth of
impressionism' directed by Alain
Jaubert and 'My little enterprise’
directed by Pierre Jolivet, at its
auditorium today as part of the
institutions' weekly "Vendredi
Cinema".
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