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Dhaka greets Soumitra, Mamta Shankar

Nrityanchal Festival 2002 opens in a festive note

TAWFIQUE ALI

HE atmosphere on the

opening of the Nrityanchal's

five-day long dance and
music festival on January 10
evening at Bangladesh Shishu
Academy auditorium was electric.
People were eager to sock in the
enthusiasm in the air surrounding
the festival. The graceful presence
of the two celebrated cultural
personalities in the festival
Soumitra Chattapadhaya and
Mamata Shankar from West Bengal
created quite a stir in the city's
cultural circle.

In her brief note, Mamata
expressed her gratitude to
Bangladeshi people for being
invited on such a great cultural
eventorganised by Nritiyanchal.

"Pleasure of my first ever visit to
Bangladesh this time is unbounded.
| am not adept in expressing myself
in words. Whatever | have to say, |
can speak out in my dance."
Mamata said in a voice choked with

Mamta Shankar becomes emotional while expressing her impression about

emotion.
When invited to say a few com-

A colourful sequence from

the cultural atmosphere in Dhaka

@ i

he dance drama Mahua choreogred by Sharﬁiara ibﬁvas pl;efgl:r-ned on
inaugural day of the festival

plimentary words on opening cere-
mony, Soumitra commented,
"There is an intimate cultural bond-
age between Bangladesh and West
Bengal. | don't happen to visit
Bangladesh without particular
engagement. | have come to Ban-
gladesh thrice before this time. But
this time | am too happy with the
honour, hospitability and love you
have offered me. If any one asks
who | am, my answer would be | am
a Bangalee---a Bangladeshi. In that
case | would mean a greater Ban-
gladesh."

He said what impressed him
most was the planning of festival.
He appreciated marks of aesthetic
taste in the organisation of entire
programme. "Art and culture is a
media which manifests delicacy
and excellence achieved in human
life," Soumitra remarked pointing at
Nrityanchal Festival. He further
said, "Firm bondage between the
two Bengals may be further
enhanced through such cultural
exchanges.

Muhammad Jahangir, convenor
of the Festival Preparatory Commit-
tee, announced that Nrityanchal
was proud to pay tributes to all the
dedicated cultural personalities.
Portraits of country's great luminar-
ies of dance, Uday Shanker, Bulbul
Chowdhury, Gaoher Jamil and G.A
Mannan, were seen hanging at the
entrance of the auditorium

Nrityanchal honoured four artists
for their contribution in the field of
dance including Bazlur Rahman
Badal, Yogesh Chandra Das, S.Z.
Jeenat Jahan and ustad Rashed
Uddin Talukdar. They were
accorded a reception on the inaugu-
ral day.

An eminent dance teacher of
Rajshahi, Bazlur Rahman Badal
comes from an aristocratic Muslim
family of Maldah, India. In childhood
he was inspired and initiated into
dance by his mother. His first dance
guru was Abul Kashem and later he
learnt from Niren Chaki. After his
Matriculation, financial constraints
forced him to earn his living himself.
Despite, it could not hinder his
dance practice. After Indian parti-
tion in 1947 he settled in Rajshahi
and continued to learn dance with
Ustad Monu Master and Ustad
Dukhu Master. Being invited by
Maharaja of Kuchbihar, Badal
performed at the Royal court and
charmed all present. In 1954 he
earned audience's admiration at an

b

-

international programme at
Gulistan Cinema hall Dhaka.
Besides this he performed at an
international programme at Art
Council of then Pakistan. Currently
he is a dance teacher at a number of
institutions including Rajshahi
Shilpakala Academy.

Yogesh Chandra Das fled away
from home to India where he hap-
pened to meetAnita Das Gupta who
was a dance teacher at Shanti
Niketon. Yogesh started learning
dance with her and when he came
back to country, he had to face a
very adverse situation as a dancer.
Since the social environment then
was not in favour of cultural activi-
ties, he had to travel a thorny path in
this field.

Dance dramas like 'Mahua’,
'Nakshi Kanthar Math', Kabar',
'Ganani, Chitrangada performed in
his direction earned huge public
acclamation. A good number of
dance artistes have come out out
his dance school Notraj Shilpi
Niketon. As an uncompromising
dance exponent, Yogesh has been
striving to give dance a ground in a
very adverse environment.

S.Z. Jeenat Jahan was born in
1940 in Kushtia at a culturally aristo-
cratic family. She showed an ardent
interest in dance in her very child-

Theatre festival

A five day long dance drama
festival, organised by Indian High
Commission in Dhaka, in
collaboration with Centre for Asian

Theatre

and Indian Council for

Cultural Relations, has opened at
the National Museum Auditorium.
Shows will be held at 6:30 p.m.
everyday till January 16.

Today's show: Meghnad Badh
Kabya directed by Rudra Prasad
Sen Gupta, Nandikar, Kolkata.

On January 16: Urubhangam

directed

by Kamaluddin Nilu of

Centre for Asian Theatre, Dhaka.
On January 17: Meghnad Badh

Kabya

at Muslim Institute

Auditorium, Chittagong.

Legendary cultural personality Saumitra reads poems in the solo poetry reading evening organised by Ntrityanchal

hood. She first got admitted to
'Nritya Bharati Institute' and her first
dance guru was 'Prahlad Das'.
Jeenat visited Srinagar in 1961 to
take part in a dance programme
held in honour of the then prime
minister Baksi Golam Muhammad
of Kashmir. In 1962 she performed
Manipuri dance and dance drama
Chitrangada at All India Dance
Festival organised by 'Nritya
Bharati." Since the birth of Bangla-
desh Television in 1964, Jeenat has
been working as an enlisted dance
artiste and dance director. She has
proved her talent in teaching dance
at several dance institutions at
home and abroad.

Ustad Rashed Uddin Talukder is
an inseparable part of cultural
progression in the country's south-
ern region. Emergence of dance
and music in greater Khulna region
owes much to his relentless efforts
and devotion. He had a great incli-
nation to dance since his childhood.
He spent much of his youth as a
persevering apprentice of dance
while a student at Khulna B.L.
College. At this time he came in
contact with eminent music guru
Shuklal Chakrabarti and S.A.
Razzak from both of whom he
received taalim in music. He learnt
classical music and Nazrul song

from Pratham Nath Chowdhury of
Pabna. To earn higher education in
dance, he got admitted to 'Natraj
Kalakendra' of West Bengal in
1964. Later, having returned home,
Rashed established an institution
called 'Nazrul Academy' in Khulna
where he used to train dance and
music learners. During this time he
earned an immense fame, perform-
ing dance at notable programmes
across the southern part of the
country. His popularity went very
high.

Among many other outstanding
works of Rashed, much acclaimed
dance drama 'Raktakta Jerusalem'
(a bleeding Jerusalem) written
about prolonged political suffering
of the Palestinians is mention
worthy.

The inaugural ceremony con-
cluded with the recital of a dance
drama 'Mahua' which enthralled the
audience most. Mahua portrays a
splendid triumph of love over social
discrimination and death. This folk
tale sings joy of love's victory. It
shows the victory of love and uni-
versal human spirit above all forms
of meanness and sectarian differ-
ences. Central character
Mahuawas played by Shamim Ara
Nipa while Shibli Mohammad acted
Nader Chand.

Art show of three

Bengali pioneers
An exhibition showcasing works of
pioneer artistsZainul Abedin,
Qamrul Hassan and S.M. Sultan-- of
Bangladeshi art movement is being
held at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts at Dhanmandi. This show is the
second of a series presented from
the collection of Abul Khair,
chairman of Bengal Foundation.

Group Art Show
The 45th Grand Group Art
Exhibition of leading Bangladeshi
artists organised by Saju Art Gallery
is now being held atits gallery space
at Gulshan, North Super Market 2nd
circle. The month-long show, open
to all, will run until February 7 from
10amto 8:30 pm barring Fridays.

2nd solo
exhibition
The 2nd solo art exhibition by artist
Rezaul Hoque Liton will be
inaugurated at the High
Commission of India Cultural
Centre (754 Satmasjid Road,
Dhanmondi) today at 5:30 p.m.
Eminent artist Professor Rafiqun
Nabi will inaugurate the exhibition
as chief guest while Steve Wallace,
Country Director, CARE
Bangladesh will be present as
special guest.

The exhibition will continue
everyday from 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
till January 24.
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EKUSHEY TV
12:00pmEkushey Midday

12:30
1:00

1:30

1:50
2:10
2:40
3:00
3:05
3:30
4:00
4:30

5:00
5:30

Charidike

Expedition to the Animal
Kingdom

Documentary Pro-
grammed: Japan Video
Tropic

Classic Cartoons

Surer Prodeep

Drishti

Ekushey Headlines
Drama Serial: Otithi Apon
Amader Kotha

Surer Prodeep
Expedition to the Animal
Kingdom

Circus Circus

Drishti

ATN BANGLA

5:30
7:00

8:00
8:25
9:00

9:35
10:10
10:50
12:00
6:07

6:45
7:00

7:35

Islamic Prog

Children prog: Shapla
Shaluk Gold Madel
Protijugita

ATN Bangla News
Musical Prog
Reporting prog:
Ghotonar Neathee
Drama Serial: Dour
Drama serial: Bondhon
Bangla Film: Protirud
ATN Bangla News
Musical prog. : ATN
Music

Dance Prog:

ATN Bangla Evening
News

Musical prog:

3:30 Anuraag (Ashok
Kumar, Nutan, Vinod
Mehra)

STAR PLUS

6:00amSanskruti

6:30 Star Geetmala

7:30 Hum Saath Aath Hain
8:00 Aatma

9:00 Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet
9:30 Fox Kids-Daily

10:30 Small Wonder

11:00 Pal Chhin

11:30 Meri Saheli
12:00pmShanti

12:30 Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet
1:00 Hum Saath Aath Hain
1:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii
2:00 Sanskruti

5:50
6:00
6:05
6:30

Ajker Potrikay
Ekushey Headlines
Classic Cartoons
Charidike

8:10 A special prog: Justice
Shahabuddin Amed

8:45 Drama: Khude Goenda

2:30

3:00
3:30

Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi
Shagun

Kasautii Zindagii Kay

6:55
7:00
7:30
7:58
8:30

9:00
9:05
10:00

11:00
11:30
12:00

Ekushey Headlines
Deho Tore

Ekushey News

Ek Minute

New Drama Serial: Shat
Char Dui

Ekushey News

Drama

News : Simulcast from
BTV

Ekushey Late Night News
Ekushey Business
Ekushey Headlines

CHANNEL-i

Morning

6:30

7:00
7:35
8:00
8:25
10:10
11:30

12:00
12:35
1:45
2:50

Lekhok Pathok
Prokashok
Roving i

Kora Alaap

Din Protidin
Gaaner Opare
Music Plus
Lekhok Pathok
Prokashok
Roving i

Kora Alaap
Gaaner Opare
Bengali Movie: Tajjoputra

Evening

6:10
7:15
7:30
8:00
8:30

8:35
9:00
9:20

9:30
9:45

10:30
10:50

Music Plus

Channel i News
Geetidhara

Drama Series: Shimana
Ispahani i Tele-quiz
(question)

Gelo Shatdin

Channel i News
Shongbadpotre Bangla-
desh

Ispahani i Tele-quiz
(answers)

Shei Shur Shei Gaan
Channel i News
Bengali Movie: Bhorosha

10:00
10:35
11:15

11:30

ATN Bangla News
Drama serial : Bondon
Bangla Film: Biswas
Abiswas

ATN Bangla News

HBO

6:30amRapture

8:30
10:45

Apt Pupil
The Swan Princess

12:30pmMeet Joe Black

4:00
5"45

8:00
10:00
12:15
2:00

4:15

Night of the Creeps
How to Make an
American Quilt
Scrooged

The Fan

Rag and Bone
Moscow on The
Hudson

How to Make An
American Quilt

4:00 Kabhi Sauten Kabhi
Saheli

Kaahin Kissii Roz
Meri Saheli

Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet
Small Wonder

Fox Kids Daily

Agj Ki Baat
Sanskruti

Hum Saath Aath Hain
Kalash

Kasautii Zindagii Kay
Kamzor Kaddi Kaun
Kahaani Ghar Ghar
Kii

Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi
Kaahin Kissii Roz

Aaj Ki Baat

Shagun

Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet

4:30
5:00
5:30
6:00
6:30
7:20
7:30
8:00
8:30
9:00
9:30
10:30

11:00

11:30
12:05
12:30
1:00

STAR GOLD

7:00amPatthar Ke Sanam

1:30

Kasautii Zindagii Kay

10:30
11:00
11:30

(Manoj Kumar, Waheed
R Mumtaz)

Amul Bollywood News
Geet Bahar

Ek Raaz (Kishore
Kumar, Jamuna, Pran)

3:00pm Amul Bollywood News

3:30

7:00
7:30

11:00

11:30

12:30
3:00

Anuraag (Ashok
Kumar, Nutan, Vinod
Mehra)

Geet Bahar

Mangal MastiJeene Ki
Raah (Jeetendra,
Tanuja)

Amul Bollywood News
Kasba (Shatrughan
Sinha, Mita Vasisth)
Kasba (Contd.)

Geet Bahar

2:00
2:30
3:00
3:30
4:00
4:30

Kaahin Kissii Roz
Gharwali Uparwali

Pal Chhin

Khaani Ghar Ghar Kii
Shanti

Kyunki Saas Bi Kabhi
Bahu Thi

5:00 Meri Saheli

5:30 Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet

DISCOVERY

7:00 amBorn Winners

7:30  Wild Discovery

8:30 Lonely Planet IV
9:30 Discovery Showcase
10:30 Land of the Tiger
11:30 Monkey Business Il
12:00pmsExtreme Contact
12:30 Discovery Sunday
1:30 Kill or Cure

1:30 Hardtalk 8:00 Snow In August 1:30 Ek Akasher Niche
TO DAY'S H|GHL|GHTS PlCK OF THE DAY 2:00 BBQ News . 10:00 Lonlesome Dove: The 2:00 Pratibimba
o 2:30 Talking Movies Series 2:30 Jeevan Yudh Feature
g ; . i 5:00 Surer Ei Jnarna Dhara
father to send her to a residence school. The 3:30  World Business Report 100 Siders 5:30 Manabi
i i 4:00 BBC News 2:00 Sesame Street -
madam in-charge of that school is very rude and : ) ) o 6:00 News in Bengali
takes away her Teddy, which was given to her by 4:30  Asia Business 3:00 SChOlaSth Clifford 6:30 Choker Bali/De Re
1 her mother and throws it away. She comes to know Report/World Business kel (el 7:00 Nayantara
about the strange rules of the hostel. Report 4:00  Lonesome Dove: The 730 Purobi Bangla
ATN BANGLA: 8:45 p.m. Khudey Goenda. Soni o0 hoolens o 8:00 " Patibimba
: 8:45 p.m. Khudey Goenda. Sonia 5:30 Asia Business 5:00 Star Trek: Voyager 8:30 Ek Akasher Nich
is the leader of the team - Khude Goenda (little Report/Asia Today 6:00 Sliders : c asher Fiche
detectives). The other members are Manik, 7:00 Babycakes 9:15 B AT Sl
Forhad, Robi and Farhana. If anything happens AXN ’ i 9:45  Ingeet
; ) 9:00 Star Trek: Voyager 10:15 Football
near by they get the message before the police 6:30 Movie: Backdraft ) . ) :
and they love their work. They are also very clever 8:30  Boardwild 10:00 Vgronlca Clare : Deadly | 10:45 Ek Palake .
and manage to solve the cases before the police. i\ 930 The Amazing Race Minds 10:50 Bengla News Bulletin
Th F - 9 12:00 | Want Him Back! 10:55 Ek Palake
AXN: 10:30 p.m. The Beguiled. During the civl € ran 10:30 Pensacola 2:00 Katts and Dog 11:00 New in Bangali
war, injured Yankee soldier, John McBurney is On HBO at 10:00 p.m. 11:30 Pacific Blue | . 3:00 | Want Him Back! 11:30 Aat Pake Bandha
rescued on the verge of death by a teenage girl Baseball superstar slugger Bobby Rayburn's 12:30 Who Dares Wins Il 500 Sesame Street 11:55 Ek Palake
from a southern boarding school. She managesto  (Snipes, Drop Zone) been playing his game to 1:30 The Amazing Race 12:00 Chokher Bali/De Re
get him back to the school and at first the all- perfection and has his fair hoard of fans standing | 2:30 Movie: Backdraft ZEE MUSIC 12:25 Ek Palake
female staff and pupils are scared. As he starts o in line to worship him. But none can hold the 4:30  Alfred Hitchcock Pres- 7:00 Aalaap ANIMAL
recover, one by one he charms them and the candle to Gil Renard (Oscar Winner De Niro) -- ents 7:30  TaraRum
atmosphere becomes filled with jealously and obsessed Rayburn fan, night salesman, divorced | 535 \ho Dares Wins II 8:30 Hit Pe Hit PLANET
deceit. husband, Psycho. 6:30 Rolerjam 10:25 Star Style 7:00  K-9t05 Boys Ranch,
7:30  Pacific Blue | 10:30 Hit Mix Termite Sniffer, Model
2:30 Wild Discovery 8:30 Asia Today/World Report/Sport Today 7:30 Holiday 8:30 The Amazing Race 11:00 Cool Age Dog
3:30 Going Wild With Jeff Business Report 2:00 BBC News 8:00 BBC News 9:30 Riolev's Beligeve It Or Not 11:30 Music Box 7:30  Animal Doctor I
Crowing 9:00 BBC News 2:30 Click Online 8:30 WREV 16_30 Cl'pt}I; twood Festival 12'_00 Music Plus 8:00 Wildlife Emergency I
4:00 Born Winners 9:30 Asia Today/Asia 3:00 BBC News 9:00 BBC News ’ n ; as °°_ .es va 1: 60 Hit Pe Hit 8:30 Animal Planet Safari
4:30 Tech Tuesday Business Report 3:30 WREV 9:30 Asia Today Prem!ere eI 2: 00 Jharokha 9:30  Tuesday Trauma Animal
5:30 Lonely Planet VI 10:00 BBC News 4:00 BBC News 10:00 BBC News ) Blegulled. 2:35 Artist of the Fortniaht Doctor _
6:30 Monkey Business Ill 10:30 Hardtalk 4:30 East Asia Today/Sport 10:30 Cmmando! 12:30 S|Ik.SItaIk|ngs vi 3:05 T ISR(’) DIl 10:00 Tuesday Trauma Wild
7:00 Extreme Contact 11:00 BBC News Today 11:00 BBC News 1:30  Pacific Blue | 4:00 H?tri llj_ln: Rescues || .
7:30  Wild Discovery 11:30 World Business Report | 5:00 BBC News 11:30 Rough Science 2:30° Rensacolall : Lre i 10:30 Tuesday Trauma Vets in
8:30 Discovery Civilisation | 12:00 pmBBC News 5:30  Hardtalk 12:00 BBC News 3:30  Alfred Hitohcock Pres- | :00 ~ Music Box o R
9:30 Land of the Tiger 12:30 World Business Report | 6:00 BBC News 12:30 World Business ents 5:30 HitMlix ngg C\;":‘;a's ﬁ]' ZW'Id s
10:30 FBI Files, The 1:00 BBC News 6:30 World Business Report Report/Sport Today HALLMARK TV :gg fﬂompﬁt Disc T p W?I] g ngsct?es Il 1oe
. . ; . . ; ' : usic Plus :
g '_::?AT;h ;:Ed‘z s 1:30 World Business 7:00 BBC News 1:00 BBC News 6:00 The Women of Windsor o0 [ToEl T 12:30 The Planet's Funniest
- ; Animals
8:30 Just Jammin
o e Highlights Engli hS PO RTHS'hI' hts 2002 Mel 2001 %00 DiSe 128 ;?rs: o t
6:00 Star News Hindi ESPN ighlights Englis ighlights el- ; : : e Aquanauts
6:30 Bollywood News . _ Premier League High- bourne, Australia 10:00 Australia Cricket Vb ?osjgo '\S/I.us:c Box 2:00 Battersea Dogs Home Ill
700 StrB 6:00amAustralian Open Ausra- lights 2001/02 Night#2 Highlights Series Hobart, Australia 100 Sizzlers 230 Zoo
: ar Bazaar lian Open 2002 Mel- 9:30  Australian Open High- STAR SPORT New Zealand @ South 10:30 Jharokha 3:00 X Creatures
7:30  Saat Baje bourne, Australia lights Australian Open Africa 3° Odi, Highlights | 11:05 Fillers I .
8:00  Star Khel Men/Wormen First Highlights 2002 Mel- ~ 8:30  Xbs 11:30 Sportsline Tonight 11:35 Phoren Maal 4:00  Vets School
8:30  Toni Round b Australia Day #2 ~ 9:00  Australia Cricket Vb 12: i i ' 4:30 Crocodile Hunter
; onight at 8 : ourne, Australia Day ) ) :00 English Premier Football : :
9:00 Star Samach 6:30  Sportsline Today Highlights Series Hobart, Australia League English Premier ALPHA TV 5:30 Tuesday Trauma Animal
: ar samachar 1:30pmAustralian Open Austra-  10:30 Sportsline Tonight New Zealand @ South Football League Doctor
9:30  Star News English lian Open 2002 Mel- 11:00 Austalian Open High Africa 3° Odi, 2 Ses- 2001102 BANGLA 6:00 Tuesday Trauma Wild
10:00 Star Business News bourne, Australia lights Australian Open sion . 12:30 International 7:00 Nayantara Rescues |l
10:30 Star Newshour gen/\éV(Jmen First Highlights 2002 Mel- 1:00 Sg&ﬁscenter Bristol, CT Motorsports News 7:30  News in Bengali 6:30 Tuesday Trauma Vets in
11:30 Star News English oun bourne, Australia Night International Motorsport . ; '
, =9 6:00 Rally Racing Total Dakar o ot O 2:00 ool World Pool League News 2001 P A e e Bl Pracice
12:00 Sports Tonight o Ighiignts ewWs 8:30 Sur Taal 7:00 Animal Legends
12:30 Star News Enalich 2002 Day 17 Highlights  12:00 Sportsline Tonight 2001 2:00 Fitness America Pag- ' 730 Monkev Business Il
:30 Star News Englis 6:30  Golf Programming . i 3:00 Soccer The Match Of - 9:00 News : onkey Business
( 12:30 Cricket Talk Show eant 2001 Fitness : . )
BBC WORLD Global Golf Spotlights Harsha Online The Century: Chariton America Pageant Las 9:05 Bharat Bhraman L) AT S
6:00am BBC News . Carlos Franco 1:30  Isu Figure Skating 3:30  Nfl Playoffs Afc Or Nfc Vegas, NV USA 9:30 Kichu Smriti Kichu Gaan 9:(?0 21 ‘Century Ark
X 7:00 Australian Open High- Trophee Lalique 2001 Wildcard Playoff 2:30  Sportscenter Hindi 10:00 Saregama 10:00 Vet's School
6:30  World Business lights Australian Open Paris, France Highlights ~ 6:30  ltalian Football Hilites 3:00 Motoworld ; 10:30 Crocodile Hunter
Report Highlights 2002 Mel- 3:30  Sportsline Tonight Italian Serie A 3:30 Boxing Series Friday LD TS Phandel 11:30 Tuesday Trauma Animal
7:00 BBC News bourne, Australia Day#2  4:30  Rally Racing Total Dakar 200112002 Highlights Night Fights Bristol, CT | 11:30" Ebar Jombe Moja Doctor i
7:30  Asia TodaylAsia Highlights 2002 Day14 Highlights ~ 7:30  FootballFocus USA 12:00 Bhalobasa 12:00 Tuesday Trauma Wild
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