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The Baily Star

Identity redefined

A two-day seminar Indigenous Arts: Traditions, Identity and Challenges, organised as part of
the 10th Asian Art Biennale, ends this evening at the National Museum auditorium

Aziz AMIRUL

two-day Seminar titled
Indigenous Arts: Tradi-
tions, Identity and Chal-

lenges started at the Poet Sufia
Kamal auditorium of National
Museum in the city from yesterday.
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy on
the occasion of the 10th Asian Art
Biennale Bangladesh 2001 has
organized the special event.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Nrityanchal
Festival 2002

Nrityanchal,

a front ranking

organisation in the country to
institutionalise dance as a popular
form of art, is organising a five-day
long dance festival from January 10
to 14 at Bangladesh Shishu

Director-General of Bangladesh Academy Auditorium.
Shilpakala Academy, Mustafa
Zaman Abbasi, in the inaugural Sculpture show

speech reiterated his firm notion on
the importance of preserving indige-
nous cultural heritage worldwide. He
further appealed for creating and
upholding an atmosphere that could
foster a culmination of cultural
blending among the nations.

The opening session began at
around 10:30 a.m., an hour or so late
behind original schedule, as guests
took their seats. Professor Syed
Manzurul Islam presided over the
morning affairs that revealed the
keynote paper on indigenous art and
related issues.

Keynote paper by Professor Masuda Chowdhury receives good response

The opening session presented a
keynote paper on the seminar title
prepared by Professor Masuda
Rashid Chowdhury from whose
viewpoint came out interesting
conceptual aspects of the title
theme.

'The importance of the seminar

lies in its topic, which is extremely
necessary at this moment when we
need to identify our roots, heritage
and indigenous traditions', men-
tioned Masuda. She emphasized on
the point of the preservation of
indigenous art and try to stop any
decay or destruction.

Sadek Khan, Chairman of the opening session gives his reaction to the keynote paper

The paper made an attempt to
explore the relationship of indige-
nous art with different traditional
motives, objects and activities of the
folk-based community. A careful
insight by the author explained the
issues of linkage between art and
technology, tradition and modernity,
myths and legends that are found in

concerned regional bodies has now
become a must, for the welfare of a
globalindigenous culture.

The challenges faced by the
entity of indigenous art could be
diverse in range and status. 'If we
have to survive with our indigenous
art even with all our internal and also

Artist Daryoush Saidifrom Iran speaks on behalf of the foreign delegates

on the execution but not before
providing her advice in keeping
balance between modernity and
tradition.

Professor Parveen Hasan and
Mr. Abul Monsur took part in the
seminar as discussants on the
paper of Professor Masuda

style.

Papers from China, United Arab
Emirates and Azerbaijan were also
read out by respective representa-
tives and authors who seemed well
aware of the issues of indigenous
culture and accumulation of folk,
urban and national interests.

A group sculpture show is now
being held at the gallery of National
Museum at Shahbagh. The show
showcases recent work by
Hamiduzzaman, Ivy Zaman and
Rowen Aziz. Open to all, the show
runs till January 15.

Art show of three

Bengali pioneers

An exhibition showcasing works of
pioneer artistsZainul Abedin,
Qamrul Hassan and S.M. Sultan--
of Bangladeshi art movement
opens at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts at Dhanmandi on January 12.
This show is the second of a series

— ‘ H el the traditional ideology of the native foreign challenge_s, we haYe to Chowdhury. - . .The sgmlnar comes. toa clqse presented from the collection of
population of a country. The subject un.dertake appropriate s.trateg|es for Daryouish Saldlz an artiste from  this evening after. the final session Abul Khair, chairman of Bengal
of indigenous art forms in folk paint- existence together with counter !ran spoke about his personal fe_el- tha_t would comprise of recommen- Foundation.
ing, folk craft and religious orritualis-  Measures. It is true that however Ing on art and culture of Irf:lnlan dations and summation of the entire Asian Art
tic art also came up through inscrip-  great we may become with our tradition regardless of particular event.
tions on the paper. economic prosperity, we stand WOl'kShOp

‘It is essential now to think of
preservation and revitalisation of
Indigenous Art, specially in Asia,
Africa and the Pacific region where
this art has remained for centuries. A
main reason for this is because the
forms of indigenous art are deeply
rooted in the traditional skills, of
mostly the rural people, based on
local raw materials and environ-
ment, catering to taste. Indigenous
art and craft are distinctive expres-
sions of creativity and have high co-
relationship with the genius of the
individual artisan, his belief and his
skills'.

A threat to the survival of indige-
nous art seemed to be the shrinkage
in trade of craft items and hence, a
lesser income for the artistes. Imple-

nowhere without cultural identity
and heritage. Yet in this 21% century
worlds it is necessary to keep a
balance of the past and the present
for we cannot lag behind in this era
of globalisation'.

Sadeq Khan, a noted art critic
and intellectual of the country was
honoured with the chairmanship of
the inaugural session. The speech
of the Chairman was delivered in
brief yet it was thought provoking
much to the pleasure of the audi-
ence. Asurprised Khan revealed the
personal feeling of his psychological
disagreement over the definition of
the term ‘indigenous', derived by
Professor Masuda Chowdhury in
the keynote paper. Yet at the end,
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Bengal Foundation will hold a
three-day art workshop involving
the participants and delegates of
the 10th Asian Art Biennale at
BRAC Centre, Rajendrapur on
January 14 at 12:00 p.m. The
workshop will be inaugurated by
Fazle Hassan Abed, chairperson of
BRAC as chief guest while noted
artist Safiuddin Ahmed and
Professor Anisuzzaman will be
present as special guests.

Group Art Show

The 45th Grand Group Art
Exhibition of leading Bangladeshi
artists organised by Saju Art Gallery
is now being held at its gallery
space at Gulshan, North Super
Market 2nd circle. The month-long
show, open to all, will run until
February 7 from 10 am to 8:30 pm

Director General of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy speaks at the seminar mentation of policy matters by Sadeq Khan agreed with the author ~ Professor Wang Yong from China presents his country paper barring Fridays.
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