I 6 DHAKA MONDAY JANUARY 7, 2002

'\\

=

Q

[’

CULTURE

The Baily Star

A commentary on time

Pezgee, Swattik Nattya Shomproday's ninth production, premiered

——

Az1z AMIRUL
I N the year 1994 a group of

young cultural enthusiasts,

inspired by the theatrical
movement of Bailey road arena,
formed their own assemblage
on the outskirts of the city at
Mirpur. The group Swattik
Nattya Shomproday has so far
staged nine productions,
'Ekatturer Juddho', being their
maiden effort.

Based on 'Le Medecine
malgre lui', a play by the famous
French dramatist. Molliere,
Swattik staged the premiere
show of their ninth production,

Pezgee Mia, a heavy drinker, nearly slips as he tries to amuse his dominating wife

Pezgee on January 4 at the
auditorium of Mahila Samity at
Bailey Road.

Pezgee Mia, a sly and mean
minded hypocritical character
of the urban neighbourhood,
rose to the peak of social life by
using the steps of deception,
misdemeanour and exploita-
tion.

Addicted to alcoholism and
pecuniary lust, Pezgee, a
young plumber used to lead a
cheap and disgraceful life in a
slum of the capital. Continu-
ously reprimanded by his wife,
the ill-motived Pezgee Mia
seemed to worsen in his habits

ultimately ending up behind the
bars for his acts of debauchery
and deceit.

As the plot unfolded, the
exploitative characteristic of
Pezgee received a boost when
a golden opportunity provided
him the role of a doctor, what he
fully utilised, in fact, became a
conman.

Salam Mia and Manager, two
idiotic individuals approached
Pezgee in search of a specialist
doctor who could cure the
unknown illness of Lipi, the
daughter of one Asgar Ali, arich
yet unsophisticated business-
man of the urban community.

Pezgee tries to warn the admirer of his wife

Pezgee reached the palatial
residence of Asgar only to dis-
cover a maid, Kulsum. Infatua-
tion and lustful tendency
pushed Pezgee towards
Kulsum and later on, gave a
further acceleration when Lipi,
became a target of the vaga-
bond. Aakash, in this particular
web of situation brought relief to
the audience through his partic-
ipation as a sincere lover of Lipi.

After a lot of hassling
encounters Pezgee learned a
good lesson as he entered the
cells of confinement to spend
part of his life among convicts.

Comedy, being the main

The two comedy characters provide sufficient element of humour

ingredient of the play, several
other contemporary social
issues were also highlighted.
The plot of 'Pezgee’ was cre-
ated in a style that not only
brought laughter among the
audience but also has played
the role of an indicator in mea-
suring current demand of the
common mass.

Since establishment, Swattik
tried to focus on contemporary
social issues and concern and
continued with their effort to
portraying the hypocrisy in the
society. Each production of
Swattik has a strong message
that the theatre group could like

to get across the society.
'Pezgee’ presented some
clear and straightforward dia-
logues with bold physical lan-
guage', mentioned Rafiqul
Alam, who came with his family
members at the inaugural show.
Observed by another mem-
ber of the audience, 'Thanks to
the theatre unit as they suc-
cessfully exposed the pitfalls of
our society through a magnifi-
cent symbolic presentation.'
Apu Aman and
Qamruzzaman Tupa, both
expressed their gratitude to
'Sust', a theatre group of Sylhet.
Swattik was asked by Sust to

translate a play for them from
among several ones and finally,
the plot of Molliere's 'Le
Medecine malgre Iui' attracted
the attention of Swattik mem-
bers.

The creators of Pezgee
sought support from all quarters
of the cultural arena to guide
and help them earn experience,
the main stratagem of attaining
culmination.

Nosto Rokter Manush,
based on a story by Humayun
Ahmed, a new venture by
Swattik soon hits the stage.

Animportant scene shows Pezgee being beaten up

Alater scene shows AsgarAli and his brother-in-law, one of the two comedians

TV GUIDE

Al

—'_
RECOMMENDATIONS

7

Sculpture show

A group sculpture show is now
being held at the gallery of National
Museum at Shahbagh. The show
showcases recent work by
Hamiduzzaman, Ivy Zaman and
Rowen Aziz. Open to all, the show
runs till January 15.

Art show of three

Bengali pioneers
An exhibition showcasing works of
pioneer artistsZainul Abedin,
Qamrul Hassan and S.M. Sultan--
of Bangladeshi art movement
opens at the Bengal Gallery of Fine
Arts at Dhanmandi on January 12.
This show is the second of a series
presented from the collection of
Abul Khair, chairman of Bengal
Foundation.

Asian Art
Workshop

Bengal Foundation will hold a three-
day art workshop involving the
participants and delegates of the
10th Asian Art Biennale at BRAC
Centre, Rajendrapur on January 14
at 12:00 p.m. The workshop will be
inaugurated by Fazle Hassan Abed,
chairperson of BRAC as chief guest
while noted artist Safiuddin Ahmed
and Professor Anisuzzaman will be
presentas special guests.

Group Art Show
The 45th Grand Group Art
Exhibition of leading Bangladeshi
artists organised by Saju Art Gallery
is now being held at its gallery
space at Gulshan, North Super
Market 2nd circle. The month-long
show, open to all, will run until
February 7 from 10 am to 8:30 pm
barring Fridays.

Festival 2002

Nrityanchal, a front ranking
organisation in the country to
institutionalise dance as a popular
form of art, is organising a five-day
long dance festival from January 10
to 14 at Bangladesh Shishu
Academy Auditorium.
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