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Biggest ever Asian show

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy arranges a press conference
prior to the inauguration of 10th Asian Art Biennale

Aziz AMIRUL

S the invitees started
arriving, daylight was
gradually fading away round

the corner of the office building of the
Director-General of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. A press
conference was called by the
authorities of the national cultural
institute on January 2, 2002 to brief
the media on preparation and
related information prior to the
hosting of 10th Asian Art Biennial
2002. The month long event is
scheduled to be inaugurated by the
Prime Minister on January 9 at the
gallery of the Osmany Memorial Hall
in the city.

Mostafa Zaman Abbasi, who had
recently been appointed as the
Director General of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, chaired the
assembly. News reporters and
cultural correspondents, belonging
to various national dailies, weeklies
and electronic media, attended the
preview meeting in the presence of
other high officials and staffs of the
academy.

The occasion turned out to be a
memorable one for many as the
Director General, also a well-known
veteran folk-singer, delivered a

highly valuable and informative
speech that seemed to evolve
instantly from his mind rather being
a note of memorised version.
Diverse aspects and traditional
values of our cultural tradition came
up as Abbasi continued with revela-
tion of his real-life experiences with
great maestros of the past.

Subir Chowdhury, Director of the
academy's Fine Arts department,
appeared to be a truly fine assistant
to the elderly chief in helping to
recollect exact happenings, events
or sometimes matters of statistical
importance.

The Biennial will present
artworks and sculptural installations
of an assorted form done by artists
of 42 countries from across the
continents of Asia, Africa and the
Pan-Pacific. Foreign artists, who are
to number at around 70, would start
arriving in the city from today.

Nobuho Nagasawa and Yuri
Mitsuda, the first one a sculptor and
the other a art critic and Event Com-
missioner from Japan, have come in
advance to conduct and manage
works of preparation at the Osmany
hall.

Three foreign delegates of the
five-member Jury Board are
expected to arrive on January 5 of
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addressing the press conference

who includes Professor Jin Shangyi
from China, Professor Hassan
Bourkia from Morocco and Profes-
sor Emmanuel Torres from the
Philippines. The other two members
of the board have been selected
from the host country to join the
panel that would complete activities
of judgement by the evening of
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The planned 8-floor ‘Chitrashala’ in the premises of Bangladesh ShilpakalaAcademy

stafa Zaman Abbasi, Director-General of Shilpakala Academy, is seen

January 8. Awards will be presented
to the artists in three categories and
each winner of the grand prize would
receive an amount of taka one lakh.

Three venues have been
selected for display of works that
would include the gallery of Osmany
Memorial Hall, the art gallery of
National Museum at Shahbagh and
a block of JATIYO CHITRASHALA,
a national art gallery inside the
academy premises that is undergo-
ing works of construction. The
massive architectural chateau of
ultimate 8-story design is presently
being made fit foraccommodation of
display on first floor. 'The huge
building of ours would finally appear
as one of the largest art galleries of
the world', mentioned the Director-
General.

An allocated budget of taka 35
lakh would finance the hosting of the
entire event including a two-day
international seminar on January 10

and 11, titled Indigenious Art:
Traditions, Identity and Chal-
lenges.

Mostafa Zaman Abbasi, a confi-
dent character, provided a lot of
serious wits in his fruitful exchanges
that not only proved his multi-
talented official capacity but a com-
mon man's richness in humour as
well as in positive criticism of cultural
endurance.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

N unusually busy scene

prevails inside the Osmany

Memorial Hall, where
scores of workers are seen perform-
ing different manual activities.
Large paintings and sculptures are
being carried at the art gallery of the
hall from where the 10" Asian Art
Biennial begins its inaugural jour-
ney for this year on January 9, 2002.
One finds large rectangular boxes
of wood and steel scattered all over
the ground floor. Hundreds of pre-
cious artworks and sculpture works
are coming to the Academy pre-
mises in such sealed boxes every-
day from the airport after being
cleared by the customs authorities.

Nobuho Nagasawa, a sculptor
and Yuri Mitsuda, a commissioner
from Japan have arrived in the city a
couple of weeks back who can be
seen working at the Osmany Memo-
rial Hall hands-on with the local
supervisors in setting up an installa-
tion work of unique formation.

Hundreds of egg-shaped solid
objects come in view in the middle of
the room as one crosses the wide
floor of the dome-shaped hall. Made
by rural artisans of Savar, in collabo-
ration with faculty students of Fine
Arts Dhaka University, earth and
later on, iron oxide paint have
become the chief ingredients of
these egg-shaped pieces that are
being arranged in a pyramid forma-
tion, one over the other.

It was only after September 11
last year that she decided to create
this sculptural formation to respond
to the tragic incidents of the Twin
Towers of New York.

‘Let your life lightly dance on the
edges of Time

Like dew on the tip of a leaf'The
Gardener xlv

--- from Rathindranath Tagore's
memoir of his father

The title of Nagasawa's Dhaka
work is 'On the edges of Time' that
she derives from the lines of a
memoir written to Rabindranath
Tagore by his son Rathindranath. As
she explains, it is a sort of inspira-
tional force that she has received
from the brief quotation.

"The terra-cotta eggs, numbering
up to 5,000, symbolize the nature of
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Scenes of preparation

As the 10th Asian Art Biennial nears inauguration,a visit to a
venue reveals various interesting issues and incidents

An art commissioner from Japan helps a staff of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in installation work

life, death and rebirth. The number
of the eggs corresponds to ten times
the approximate number of ova a
woman released during her repro-
ductive lifetime', says the artist.

Each of the eggs has their own
quality and calibre that make every
individual piece equally precious.
There has been a matter of interre-
lationship between one egg and the
rest of the mass. It can be inter-
preted by viewing each egg or a
whole mass as female figures. An
individual woman can then be
visualised through the symbolic
form that perhaps resides among a
group of female figures, hands
joined.

Round the edges of the heap of
eggs are found some remnants of
red earth ready to be sprinkled with
water. Through creation of this
particular portion of the form, the
artist wants to exhibit the dominant
contribution provided by water in
Bangladesh. At this particular stage,
the artist brings together a symbolic
closeness between Dhaka and New
York. Nagasawa's goal crosses the
limit of geographical and social
boundary to create a bond of close
relationship among communities

with ideas and conception com-
pletely different. Here in this coun-
try, as water is the chief element of
flood that again fertilizes soil, this
very natural liquid resource would
nourish the tiny white flowers that
are kept aside to be planted later on
in between the eggs to symbolise
the element of regeneration, hope
and peace.

Nobuho Nagasawa, an artist full
of humane qualities, aims to stir up
the eventual fragility of life and no
doubt, has shown her sincerity in
expressing sorrow and condolence
to the victims and their families who
were affected in the US disaster of
terrorism.

A Professor of Art at the State
University of New York and Stony
Brook University, Nagasawa has
completed her earlier art-related
education from institutions in the
Dutch city of Maastricht, Berlin and
California. She has so far had six
solo exhibitions and several group
shows with the experience of work-
ing in the post of public art commis-
sion.
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Two painters renovate an interior wall of Osmany Memorial Hall
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Sculpture show

A group sculpture show is now
being held at the gallery of
National Museum at Shahbagh.
The show showcases recent work
by Hamiduzzaman, Ivy Zaman
and Rowen Aziz. Open to all, the
show runstill January 15.

Opening
ceremony of

musical albums
Bengal Foundation presents an
opening ceremony of 14 CD &
cassette albums by both
prominent and new artists on
January 4and 5 atHouse #275/F,
Road # 27, Dhanmondi R/A.
Eminent music master Azad
Rahman released a Nazrul song
album by Masuda Nargis Anam
yesterday and eminent journalist
Mahfuz Anam releases a Nazrul
song album by Khairul Anam
Shakilon January 5.

DhakaArt Circle

Dhaka Art Circle, an informal
group of artists, holds its latest art
show at Gallery Chitrak ( house#
21, Road # 4, Dhanmandi) now.
The exhibition open to all from 10
am to 8 pm everyday will run until

January 6,2002.
Nrityanchal
Festival 2002

Nrityanchal, a front ranking
organisation in the country to
institutionalise dance as a popular
form of art, is organising a five-day
long dance festival from January
10 to 14 at Bangladesh Shishu

Academy Auditorium.
Al
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