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Upholding national spirit

Curtain falls on Natraz's week-long theatre festival at the Guide House auditorium

TAWFIQUE ALI

ITH a fervent slogan
calling upon everyone
to become a true

Bangali, Natraz organised a
theatre festival from December
25 to 30 to mark the completion
of eleven years of its journey into
the country's theatre world.

Natraz has been holding
theatre festivals since last year.
This year Natraz's focus was to
glorify and highlight theatre as
an art form and as a creative
medium of social interaction.

On the occasion of its elev-
enth founding anniversary,
Natraz drew an elaborate inau-
gural programme including a
rally, theatre activists' assem-
blage and open discussion.
Country's noted theatre person-
alities such as Sara Zaker, Aly
Zaker, Ataur Rahman, Laila
Hasan, Golam Kuddus, Liakat
Ali Lucky and Ramendu

Majumder were among the
discussants on the occasion.
Seven theatre groups took
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Prof. Kabir Chowdhury receives a bouquet from a Natraj performer while

Ramendu Majumdar claps his hands

part and presented their produc-
tions in the festival. On the open-
ing day Aranyak staged
Sangkranti, directed by
Mamunur Rashid. Theatre
performed Chhay Beharar Palki
on he second day, script by
Zaglul Alam and adapted by

Abdullah Al Mamun. On Decem-
ber 27, Nagarik Natya
Sampraday presented
Rabindranath Tagore's Rakta
Karabi, directed by Ataur
Rahman. The following day,
Loko Natyadal performed their
popular production Kanjus in the
L ] ]

Afroza Sltana Shilpi and Naim Hasan Suja play a scene from Sandhya Tara

morning while Natraz staged
Sandya Tara in the evening.
Desh Natak and Dhaka Padatik
presented Nitya Puran and Alal
Dulaler Pala respectively on
December 29 and 30.

Rakta Karabi unfolds around
its central character Nandini who
epitomises an oriental woman
with her enticing beauty, enigma
and vitality. A defiant and confi-

this couple build a beautiful
house in the out-skirt of the city
hoping their children would take
care of them and reverberate
their house with joy and merri-
ment. But to their utter disap-
pointment, their children pay no
attention to them..

Out of grief Mr Sharif decides

to dispose off his house an dis-

Ascene from 'Nittay Puran’

lar feature which marks Natraz's
activities.

"The intrusion of foreign
culture through satellite chan-
nels, the prevailing sense of
insecurity in the city life, traffic
congestion and other discourag-
ing factors are responsible for
poor attendance in theatre halls.
Such festivals will create a very
conducive environment to draw

more and more theatre audi-
ence. Festival also create oppor-
tunity for interaction and to share
experience among various
theatre groups," stated Naim
Hasan Suja of Natraz when
asked about the objectives of the
theatre festivals.

Sculpture show
A group sculpture show is now
being held at the gallery of National
Museum at Shahbagh. The show
showcases recent work by
Hamiduzzaman, Ivy Zaman and
Rowen Aziz. Open to all, the show
runs till January 15.

Musical Evening
Swani Zubayeer presents 'SAFAR',
a musical evening of Ghazal, Geet
and Thumry at the National
Museum auditorium on January 4,
2002 at6:00 pm.

Opening
ceremony of

musical albums
Bengal Foundation presents an
opening ceremony of 14 CD &
cassette albums by both prominent
and new artists onJanuary 4and5
at House # 275/F, Road # 27,
Dhanmondi R/A. Eminent music
master Azad Rahman releases a
Nazrul song album by Masuda
Nargis Anam on January 4 and
eminent journalist Mahfuz Anam
releases a Nazrul song album by
Khairul Anam Shakil on January 5.

DhakaArt Circle

Dhaka Art Circle, an informal group
of artists, holds its latest art show at
Gallery Chitrak ( house# 21, Road #
4,Dhanmandi) now. The exhibition

burse the money among them.

open to all from 10 am to 8 pm
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dent Nandini invokes the spirit of
regeneration. Even the king,
who represents haughtiness of
the western ruling class, is
charmed by Nandini's beauty. A
calm unearthliness of her beauty
overshadows the king's vanity.
Auddyapok, Fagu Lal, Bishu and
Kishore are in love with Nandini
seeking in her emancipation
from their individual agony.
Finally the king comes out of his
royal world and joins the world of
common people.

Natraz's production Sanddya
Tara, portrays a familiar drama
of our society. Honest and edu-
cated, Mr Sharif is a progressive
man whose wife Asha too is
progressive in her thoughts.

Natraz came into being as a
result of concerted endeavour
made by a number of young
theatre activists back in the year
1990. It has so far put particular
focus on sound practice of
dance and drama with a view to
further strengthen theatre move-
ment in the country. It is commit-
ted to produce experimental and
life oriented plays for its audi-
ence. Since its inception, Natraz
has had a firm beliefin the ideals
of group theatre movement. It
also believes that theatre is an
effective tool to bring about
social changes by arousing the
conscience of the people.
Natraz puts equal importance
on both drama and dance to

everyday will run until January 6,
2002.

Nrityanchal
Festival 2002

Nrityanchal, a front ranking
organisation in the country to
institutionalise dance as a popular
form of art, is organising a five-day
long dance festival from January 10

b, Y They are proud parents of ason  serve voice its concern. Staging - : to 14 at Bangladesh Shishu
Natraz brings out a colourful merriment procession on the inaugural day of its 2nd Group Theatre Festival and a daughter. At their old age  creative dance drama is a regu-  Sangeetalmam and Naim Hasan Suja appear in another scene of Sandhya Tara Academy Auditorium.
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