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Concert for Sohel Rana

Band groups of Bangladesh, some new and old, join hand to save cancer patient Sohel Rana

————

HANA SHAMS AHMED

HE 28th of December was

a very special day for

music lovers all across the
country. The Army Stadium,
which in recent days has become
the favourite place for bands to
play to a large crowd, in a no-
traffic jam venue, was once again
festooned on this day for a day-
long performance of music.

The performers were some
newcomers into the music scene
as well as the well-established
bands of the country. The concert
was of course for a very noble
reason. A 14-year-old Sohel
Rana, a class 9 student from BAF
Shaheen College has been
suffering from Blood Cancer
since the beginning of this year.
The funds raised from this con-
cert will go for the treatment of
this young boy. Life Foundation
organised the show.

The concert began early in the
morning. Music fans filed in front
of the stadium gate from as early
as 8AM to be able to be nearer to
the stage. The show started at
11AM.

The first band to come to the
stage was Canopy. This is a
relatively new band to come into
the music scene. The band is
composed of Shams on vocals
and guitars, Victor on lead guitar,
Shamim on bass guitar,
Chanchal on keyboards and
Jonathan on drums. They have
recently launched a new album
during Eid with 11 other bands
called 'Charpotro' that includes
the well known bands Aurthohin
and Cryptic Fate. They started off
with the song 'Bangladesh’ from
their soon-to-be released album.
They then sung the songs 'Prem
Madokey', 'Nirobey' and 'Chaine
Firey'. They concluded with a
beautiful composition from a
popular song of Guns 'n Roses,
'November Rain'.

The next band to come was
Subconscious. This was among
the 15 participants that took part

Subconscious rendering a mix of English and Bengali numbers

began with two English songs -
'We will Rock this place' by
Queen and 'Nothings gonna stop
us now' by Starship and went on
to sing 'Dil de Dil de" next followed

by 'Gache kathal Gofe tel' about a

person hoping to win a lottery.
Their final song was 'Aamader
Dhaka'. A very well written song
about the everyday problems that
Dhakaites face. Acid Rain came

on next and began with an instru-
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mental from Joe Satriani. They
then went on to a soft love song
'‘Bhalobashi tomai'. They sung
two songs of Bryan Adams, 'Back
toyou'and 'Cuts like aknife'.

Kaniz Shuborna came on next
as the crowd welcomed her with a
big cheer. TV VJ, model and
singer Shuborna with the song
'‘Jeyona Bondhu' followed by her
popular number 'Bhalobashi
Tomai'. After singing two western
songs, 'Laisla Bonita' of Madonna
and 'That Don't Impress Me
Much' by Shania Twain she fin-
ished off, much to the crowd's
disappointment, with the song
"Tumi  Prothom'. The popular
Dolchhut came on next as the
crowd threw requests at them..
Shanjib of Dolchut thanked Life
Foundation for arranging such a
programme for Sohel Rana and
hoped that he would recover from
his illness. They began with the
song 'Aami Firey Jete Chai'. They
then went on to sing three other
songs from their album 'Ridoypur’
- the popular 'Baji', 'Sobuj Jokhon'
and Gari Chole Na'. Vikings,
winners of the first Benson and
Hedges Star Search came on
next. They began with the song
'Din Joto Dukkho Toto'. They
sang six more songs including
Bon Jovi's 'lt's My Life'. They
concluded with their popular song
'Jiboner Kolahol'.

Feedback came on next with
their new vocalist Reshad, after
Maksud had left. They began with
the melodious and very popular
song 'Moushumi'. This was fol-
lowed by 'Bohu Durey', 'Chai
Karo Mon Petey' and 'Ei Mon
Maney Na' which had a distinct
Latin touch to its music. After
singing three more songs they
finished off with their popular
song 'Melai Jaire'. Maksud's band
Dhaka then came on next.
Maksud, who is well known for his
ability to interact with the crowd
did not fail to do so this time
either. Coming on to the stage he
talked to everyone and the audi-
ence was delighted. He began

described the 30 years of inde-
pendence of the country. With his
song he talked about the prob-
lems that the fundamentalists are
causing in our country, by dividing
the people through religion. Next
came the song 'Dhonnobaad Hei
Bhalobasha' followed by
Gonontro, the lyrics of which
spoke of the misuse of democ-
racy all throughout the country.
This song took the crowd to their
feet. Three songs later the popu-
lar song "Melai Jaire' was sung
again.

Warfaze was one of the main
attractions of the day. As night
slowly fell in and the lights put on,
itturned out to be a perfect setting
for their songs to begin. By this
time the crowd had come to a
maximum. Warfaze kicked off
with the song 'Shadhikar’ from
their first self-titted album. The
band then went on to 'Ashamaijik’
from the album with the same
name which continued to 'Nei
Proyojon' from their album 'Jibon
Dhara'. The vocalist Mizan then
sang the hit song from their latest
album, the song 'Hotasha'.
Balam, the other vocalist of the
band, then sang the soft number
‘Joto Durei' followed by another
soft number, '"Mounota'. Mizan got
back again with two songs from
their latest album, 'Bewarish' and
'Alo', which is a song about how a
drug addict wants to lead a nor-
mal life but can't. The band sung
six more songs including
'Shomoi', 'Mone Porey' and rest
from their first album - 'Asa’,
Boshe Achi' and concluding with
'Ekti Chele' which included along
guitar solo in the end. They sang
a total of 15 songs to enthrall the
audience completely and
provethe worth of Warfaze once
again.

Nagar Baul was the last band
to come. The lead singer James,
also titled 'Guru' followed, and
almost worshipped, by thou-
sands all over Bangladesh, was
greeted with cheer. Some also

Dolchut performing their slow numbers
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Sculpture show
Agroup sculpture show is now being

held at

the gallery of National

Museum at Shahbagh. The show
showcases recent work by

Hamiduzzaman,

vy Zaman and

Rowen Aziz. Open to all, the show
runs till January 15.

Opening
ceremony of

musical albums
Bengal Foundation presents an

opening

ceremony of 14 CD &

cassette albums by prominent and
promising artists consecutively on
January 3, 4, and 5 at House #
275/F, Road # 27, Dhanmondi
R/A.Begum Momtaj Khalek releases
a Tagore song album by Shahnaj
Rumana on January 3. Next day,
eminent music master Azad
Rahman releases a Nazrul song
album by Masuda Nargis Anam and

attempting to get near the stage,
only to be pushed away by police
and army personnel with their
batons. But James this time failed
to fulfill the audience's desire
because of the time constraint
and also because he only sang

released album 'Dushtu Cheler
Dawl!' which the audience is not
yet familiar with.

It is hoped all the work will pay
off and the life of Sohel Rana will
be saved.

on January 5, eminent journalist
Mahfuz Anam is due to release a
Nazrul song album by Khairul Anam
Shakil.

DhakaArt Circle

Dhaka Art Circle, an informal group
of artists, holds its latest art show at
Gallery Chitrak ( house# 21, Road #
4, Dhanmandi) now. The exhibition

five songs from his recently

open to all from 10 am to 8 pm
everyday will run until January 6,
2002.

Nri

tyanchal

Festival 2002

Nrityanchal,

a front ranking

organisation in the country to
institutionalise dance as a popular
form of art, is organising a five-day
long dance festival from January 10
to 14 at Bangladesh Shishu
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