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The Baily Star

A festival to treasure

Curtain falls on 7th International Short & Independent Film Festival Dhaka 2001

Aziz AMIRUL

pall of gloom spread
around the main venue
of the 7th International

Short & Independent Film Festi-
val at Central Public Library in
the city as the curtain fell on the
9-day long fiesta late Sunday
evening, December 30, 2001.
Arrangements on the closing
day were screening of free
length feature films from Ban-
gladesh and India and presenta-
tion of the Festival Declaration,
a summarised version of the
aims and message of the forum
for the audience. 'We, this time,
are not only pleased but highly
exuberant due to a massive
inspirational enthusiasm of the
general cine lovers shown to
short films', read out Nurul
Rashed Chowdhury, a member
of the forum. The contents of the
declaration included a viewpoint
that the audiences wanted to
watch the depiction of their
personal emotional feelings and
conditions as the subject matter,
which were duly covered by the
filmmakers. Mass gathering at

Music For An Owl (The Netherlands)

every show proved a cheerful
acceptance of the films by the
audience, as aresult latecomers
had to leave due to complete
sell-out of entry pass.

Aminul Islam, President of
Bangladesh Short Film Forum,
Tareq Shahriar, Manzar-e-
Hassin, Kawser Chowdhury,
Pulak Gupta, AKM Zakaria all of
them being participating film-

makers of the festival and forum
officials, were in constant touch
with the venue guests. They
repeatedly mentioned their
obligation and committed
responsibility towards the audi-
ence that seemed to have
received a rekindled boost
during the festival. Absence of
foreign delegates and various
financial constraints were felt by

Strong Root (Brazil)

many.

Special sessions and memo-
rial seminars like 'Alamgir Kabir
Memorial Speech’, conducted
by Hasan Azizul Haque, were
among some other important
programs. These thought pro-
voking seminars brought out
some essential elements for
critics and researchers in the
field of films. 'Hosting of the

current festival could be a fine
means of paying tribute towards
Late Alamgir Kabir who would
certainly be the happiest one if
he were among us', said Kawser
Chowdhury, a short filmmaker.
Special sessions on lIranian
and Spanish films were held in
which films of well acclaimed
directors were presented to the
local cine-goers. Abbas
Kiarostami from Iran and Adoor
Gopalakrishnan from India, two
popular makers among
Bangladeshi film enthusiasts,
drew a remarkable crowd in
each show of their films. 'Bread
and Alley' by Kiarostami
depicted the emotional values of
a child where he befriended a
street dog by offering a piece of
bread to the desperate canine.
"The Chorus', 'Solution’, 'Regu-
larly or Irregularly ?' were some
of the other presentations from
the famous Iranian filmmaker.
'Chick Flicks', screening of a
number of short films and ani-
mations by female British Direc-
tors at the British Council audito-
rium, was jointly organised by
the forum in collaboration with
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Sculpture show
Agroup sculpture show is now being
held at the gallery of National
Museum at Shahbagh. The show
showcases recent work by
Hamiduzzaman, Ivy Zaman and
Rowen Aziz. Open to all, the show
runs till January 15.

Opening
ceremony of

musical alboums

Bengal Foundation presents an
opening ceremony of 14 CD &
cassette albums by prominent and
promising artists consecutively on
January 3, 4, and 5 at House #
275/F, Road # 27, Dhanmondi
R/A.Begum Momtaj Khalek releases
a Tagore song album by Shahnaj

We Have The Same Kind Of Blood (Denmark / Nepal)

Special session of films on
Women Issues in Bangladesh,
held at a separate venue,
boosted up the gender develop-
ment concern. 'ltihash Kanya',
directed by Shamim Akhter and
Afsan Chowdhury's 'Tahader
Juddho' reflected the harsh
experience of women during our
Liberation War. An attempt to
glorify the sacrificial role of our
mothers and sisters during the
period seemed well accom-
plished by the makers. Through
'Ayna’, an attempt was made to
portray acid violence.

The crisis of overall human
and gender rights', particularly
that of the females, has been
prevailing as an ever-existing
problem all over the world.
Attempts of creating awareness
regarding this critical problem
found place in a number of films
like 'Colours Black' from India,
whilst 'Noho Mata Noho
Kannya', 'Kali Ghar' and 'My
Migrant Soul / Porobashi Mon
Amar' from Bangladesh.

'La Vision' a fine piece of
fictional film from Spain exposed
the sense of human desire and

shortlived to ones' disappoint-
ment.

Harrowing historical tales
received prominence in several
of the politics and war-related
productions like 'Madonna with
achild' from Latvia, 'Mass Grave
"Indonesia" ', 'Images of a Dicta-
torship' from Canada and 'Shei
Rater Kotha Bolte Eshechi' from
Bangladesh. Fateful conditions
of innocent victims had been
depicted in all the themes with a
strong message of protest.

'Kittonkhola' was exhibited at
the National Museum audito-
rium on the concluding day that
revealed social conditions of the
third world where human emo-
tions found and lost way in com-
plex settings revolved round a
typical Bengali opera house or
Jatra Dal.

This grand cultural event of
the alternative filmmaking forum
has certainly been successful in
achieving their objectives and
meeting expectations. In the
context of Bangladesh, one may
feel that these filmmakers have
been playing a pivotal role in
creating a tast-eful and delicate

Rumana on January 3. Next day,
eminent music master Azad
Rahman releases a Nazrul song
album by Masuda Nargis Anam and
on January 5, eminent journalist
Mahfuz Anam is due to release a
Nazrul song album by Khairul Anam
Shakil.

DhakaArt Circle

Dhaka Art Circle, an informal group
of artists, holds its latest art show at
Gallery Chitrak ( house# 21, Road #
4, Dhanmandi) now. The exhibition
open to all from 10 am to 8 pm
everyday will run until January 6,
2002.

Nrityanchal
Festival 2002

Nrityanchal, a front ranking
organisation in the country to
institutionalise dance as a popular
form of art, is organising a five-day
long dance festival from January 10
to 14 at Bangladesh Shishu

- - o itich insti i . e Academy Auditorium.
Mu5|c For An OwI (The Netherlands) The Unwanted (Bulgaria) the British institute in Dhaka. fulfilment that could well be ©lassofcine-lovers.
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