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A dance extravaganza to allure admirers

Nrityanchal, a front ranking platform in the country to institutionalise dance as a popular
form of art, going to organise a five day-long dance festival "Nrityanchal Festival 2002" opens
on January 10 at Bangladesh Shishu Academy Auditorium

TAWFIQUE ALI

ITH a number of noted
dance artists and effi-
cient organisers

involved in it, Nrityanchal has been
striving forward to provide a plat-
form for dance and institutionalise
this neglected art form in the coun-
try. Nrityanchal runs a dance
school and hold regular dance
evenings.

Answering to queries from
newsmen at a press conference
held on December 25, Nrityanchal
organisers said, "We don't mean
this event to be termed exclusively
as a dance festival since we intend
to provide room for other genres of
culturelike musicand dramain the
same festival." Nrityanchal intends
not only to add up a new dimen-
sion to this festival but also aspires
to gain a ground for dance in the
cultural area.

While speaking at the press
briefing, Muhammad Jahangir,
convenor, Shamim Ara Nipa and
Shibli Mohammad, joint
convenors of the Festival Prepara-
tion Committee, told that their aim
was to hold regular dance festivals
every year and elaborate dance
festival with international partici-

pation every alternate year. Inreply
to a question, whether conserva-
tive attitude towards dance, long
prevalent in our society, hinders
their activities, Jahangir said, "Still
there is reservation but by now a
remarkable change has taken
place."

Shibli and Nipa told that they
appreciate and welcome any such
endeavour launched by others and
they applaud others' success. They
further said that they intended to
bring all branches of art and cul-
ture together in the festival and
initiate interactive process among
them.

Both Shibli and Nipa, noted
dance exponents of Bangladesh,
expressed their resentment over
manifold constraints faced in case
of dance. "We suffer from lack of a
suitable and permanent stage for
dance. You take it for an instance
that we may book National
Museum's Auditorium for a
programme pretty ahead. It ren-
ders us quite helpless when imme-
diately before the scheduled day
authority cancels our programme
to accommodate a government
one. As a consequence we suffer a
loss of lot of preparatory expenses,
dislocation and disappointment.
Even in media we often remain

Legendary actor of Bengali cinema
and stage Soumitra Chatty-
apadhaya will be accorded a recep-
tion at the Nrtyanchal Dance
Festival

neglected. Particularly in elec-
tronic media dance does not enjoy
same amount of air times as other
artforms," they mentioned.

A written speech at the press
briefing highlighted different
aspects of the forthcoming festival.

The festival has been scheduled
to run from January 10-14. A num-
ber of eminent cultural personali-
ties across the subcontinent are
due to take part as special guests in
it. Noted Bengali actor of Kolkata
Soumitra Chattyapaddaya, illustri-
ous Indian dance exponent
Mamatasankar and distinguished
cultural personality Mustafa
Monwar of Bangladesh are among
them.

Around two hundred dance
artists from Dhaka, Kolkata and
different districts of Bangladesh
are expected to perform in the
festival. The organisers feel that
this festival to be considered as a
significant cultural event in the
country.

The festival will devote an eve-

A dance sequence features Shamim
AraNipa and ShibliMohammad

accord this legendary Bengali actor
a reception. Soumitra is expected
to do a solo poetry recital in the
evening. To mark Soumitra's
reception Nrityanchal plans to
bring out a 'Reception Book' com-
piled with write-ups by eminent
writers, artists and scholars both
from Dhaka and Kalkata. Besides
this, it will bring out a souvenir on
the occasion offestival.

Noted dancer and choreogra-
pher Mamatasankar will conduct a
workshop on dance in Dhaka on
January 11. Around fifty dance
artistes from different districts are
expected to take part in this work
shop to be organised by
Nrityanchal. Mamatasankar Ballet
Troupe will perform in the festival.
This will be the troupe's first ever
performancein Bangladesh.

Nrityanchal will also confer
"Nrityanchal Honourable Men-
tion" upon four elderly dance
gurusofthe countryincludingJinat
Jahan (Dhaka), Rasheduddin
Talukdar (Khulna), Jogesh
Chandra Das (Mymensing) and
Bazlur Rahman Badal (Rajshahi).

The following programmes are
scheduled to be featured in the
festival:

Y, PN Ny
Mamatasankar will conduct a dance
workshop in Dhaka

Inauguration and dance drama
"Mahua" by Nrityanchal on Janu-
ary 10. Soumitra evening including
reception, speech in his honour,
his response regarding the recep-
tion and his solo poetry recital on
January 11. Dance recital by
"Mamatasankar Ballet Troupe"
marks programme on January 12.
Programmes onJanuary 13 present
solo and group dance recital by
different artistes and the play
"Bhelua Sundari" a Centre for
Asian Theatre Production. On the
closing day (January 14)
Nrityanchal presents Kathak dance
evening.

The 'Nrityanchal Festival Pre-
paratory Committee has drawn up
a ten lakhs Taka budget for the
event. Out of estimated amount
they have so far been promised
seven lakhs Taka by different
donors and sponsors. Ticket rates
at the festival shows have been
determined at Tk 500/-, 200/-,
100/-and 50/- each.

Organisers believe that
'Nrityanchal Festival' is a cultural
event of a new stream. With the
memories of short film festival still
fresh, Dhaka will savour the rich
and delicate nuances of subconti-
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The Baily Star

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

O further the cause of

theatre and bring

about quality changes
in theatrical production,
Bengal Foundation and Ban-
gladesh Group Theatre Fed-
eration have jointly drawn up
a decade-long programme
titled Development of Thea-
tre in Bangladesh.

The development
programme covers each and
every district of the country
and to implement the long
drawn programme an agree-
ment was signed between
chairman of Bengal Group
Abul Khair and Sara Zaker of
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation on December 27,
2001 in the presence of emi-
nent theatre personalities
Ramendu Majumdar,
Mamunur Rashid and Liakat
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New injection of life
in theatre movement

Bengal Foundation and Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation team up
to develop theatre in Bangladesh

Ali Lucky.

Bengal Foundation, a
patron of art and culture,
promotes and nurtures art
and music in the country,
considers such an initiative
significant. It intends to
expend Taka 13 lakh on the
first year of decade-long
theatre development
programme.

This grand programme is
divided into five specific
areas where the support is
intended a) quality theatrical
production, b) technical
support in conducting activi-
ties of new theater groups, c)
holding workshop; e) organ-
ising theatre conventions at
divisional level and finally f)
building theatre stage and
other infrastructure develop-
ment for the cause of theatre.

Abul Khair (2nd from right) and Sara Zaker (2nd from left) respectively on
behalf of Bengal Foundation and Group Theatre Federation are seen signing
the accord. Mamunur Rashid is on extreme left while Ramendu Majumdar
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Sculpture show

A group sculpture show is now
being held at the gallery of National
Museum at Shahbagh. The show
showcases recent work by
Hamiduzzaman, Ivy Zaman and
Rowen Aziz. Open to all, the show
runs till January 15.

Opening ceremony of
musical albums

Bengal Foundation presents an
opening ceremony of 14 CD &
cassette albums by prominent and
promising artists consecutively on
January 3, 4, and 5 at House #
275/F, Road # 27, Dhanmondi
R/A.Begum Momtaj Khalek
releases a Tagore song album by
Shahnaj Rumana on January 3.
Next day, eminent music master
Azad Rahman releases a Nazrul
song album by Masuda Nargis
Anam and on January 5, eminent
journalist Mahfuz Anam is due to
release a Nazrul song album by
Khairul Anam Shakil.

Dhaka Art Circle

Dhaka Art Circle, an informal group
of artists, holds its latest art show at
Gallery Chitrak ( house# 21, Road #
4,Dhanmandi) now. The exhibition
open to all from 10 am to 8 pm
everyday will run until January 6,
2002.

Nrityanchal Festival
2002

Nrityanchal, a front ranking
organisation in the country to
institutionalise dance as a popular
form of art, is organising a five-day
long dance festival from January 10
to 14 at Bangladesh Shishu
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