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His Majesty Emperor Akihito

the years since Independence. [urther commemorate this occa- human resource development, Japanese companies inside EPZs | |
Close contact between our two sion, the Embassy of Japan is plan-  institution building and environ- and40outside EPZs are now operat-
' peoples started as early as the ning to hold 'Japan Week in mentarealsoaddressed. ing, asreported by the BOL.
[ is my great honour and plea-  beginning of the 20th century. The Bangladesh'in the month of March During the last 30 years, with Our bilateral exchanges of cul-
I:-.un: to exrend my warm greet- personal friendship between 2002 and 'Japan Month' in October Iap_aneae Official Development }ureand pcuplearealsustrength_en-
ings and best wishes to the Rabindranath Tagore and Tehshin 2002. During these Itimua.‘lhu Assistance (ODA), extensive road lng._LHSI year our former Prime
Government and people of the Okakura, a Japanese intellectual,” Embassy will organise various Il[‘l?.'»'()l'kﬂ‘hil‘e't been developed and ~ Minister Mori visited Bangladesh |
Peaple's Republic of Bangladeshon  and Taikan Yokoyama, a master of quluraJ’ Programimes in coopera-  major bridges cunstruchd across afld held productive talks with the
the auspicious occasion of the Sixty- Japanese fine art at that time, high-  tion with the Government of the Meghna, Mcghna-(;umu_ and (:nvemm.entuf Bﬂﬂgli}dﬂ‘ﬁh. Several
eighth birthday of His Majesty, lights the cultural exchange which  Bangladesh. We hope that through  Jamuna, Paksey and Rupshabridges 11Uﬂd{Edb Bangladeshi students are
Emperor Akihoto on 23rd we sincerely hope has contributed  these events, mutual understanding are now under construction. now studying in Japan under 11:10
December 2001. This year we joy- to the Bengali Renaissance. Up to  between the people of our two Japanese ODAhasalsobeen utilized Japanese Government's | |

ously celebrate the birth of Her
[mperial Highness Princess Aiko 1o
their Imperial Highnesses Crown
Prince Naruhito and Crown
Princess Masako on the first of this
month. I wish much happiness to
the Imperial family of Japan.

On this my first opportunity to
celebrate H M Emperor's birthday
since assuming my Ambassadorial
role in Bangladesh, I would like to
extend to the Government and
people of Bangladesh my sincere

the present time our two countries
have not only enjoyed very cordial
relations but have also developed
bonds of mutual understanding and
friendship.

As an Asian country, Japan
shares many common interests
with Bangladesh and I highly com-
mend the role that Bangladesh is
playing in this region as well as in
the international arena. The brave
initiative of the SAARC meeting, and
Bangladesh's role in the United

w

IS Majesty Emperor

Akihito, whn acceded to the

throne on January 7, 1989
upon the demise of Emperor
Hirohito {En:thunmunly known as
Emperor Showa), was born in Tokyo
on December 23, 1933, the eldest
son of Emperor Hirohito and
Empress Nagako. He studied at
Gakushuin elementary, junior h]Eh
and senior high schools, In 1952
entered the Department of Politics
in the Faculty of Politics and
Economics, G aiuahuin University.
In 1952 he also had his Coming-ol-
Age Ceremony and investiture as
Crown Prince.

Emperor Akihito (then Crown
Prince) made his first overseas
journey in 1953, attending the coro-
nation of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth 11 of the United Kingdom
on behalf of Emperor Hirohito. On
that occasion he also visited other
countries in Europe and North
America.

From April 1954 Crown Prince
Akihito continued his university
studies as an auditor. He cumpluw
his university education in 1956.

On April 10, 1959, Crown Prince
Akihito married Miss Michiko Shoda
(the present Empress). Miss Shoda
was bom in Tokyo on October 24,
1934, the eldest daughter ol Mr.
Hidesaburo Shoda. The Shoda

family is prominent in both indus-
trial and academic circles, having
among its relatives two recipients of
the Order of Culture, the highest
order givento scholars and artists by
the Emperor.

Crown Prince Akihito himself
chose Miss Shoda for his bride. The
choice was welcomed by all con-
cerned, as expressed in the follow-
ing words : "The Crown Prince
chose her, and so did we." In confor-
mity with the Imperial House Law,
the Imperial House Council, headed
by the Prime Minister and com-
posed of representatives of the
Imperial Family, the Diet and the
Supreme Court and the Grand
Steward of the Imperial Household
Agency, gave {lS unanimous con-
sent to the marriage, which was
warmly welcomed by the nation.

Miss Shoda attended Futaba
Elementary School and Sacred
Heart High School. In 1953 she
entered the University of the Sacred
Heart, specializing in English litera-
ture. At her graduation ceremony
she was valedictorian of her class. In
1958 she represented Japan at the
first international conference of the
World Association of the Alumnae of
the Sacred Heart,

Since their marriage, the impe-
rial couple has participated in such
imperial functions as Their

countries will be strengthened and
our excellent long term bilateral
relationship will be further
enhanced.

Japan has been one of
Bangladesh's major development
pariners for the past 30 years since
independence and has continu-
ously extended active supportto the
Bangladeshi effort for economic
and social development.
Bangladesh is one of the major
recipient countries of our bilateral

for many other facilities such as
irrigation systems, water supply
systems and weather warning
services, Technical assistance such
as Human Resource Development
in the Reproductive Health project,
and Poultry Management
Techniques Improvement project
have also assisted with the eco-
nomic and social development of
Bangladesh. From the time of
Bangladeshi independence up to
the end of the year 2000, Japan has

Majesties' New Year Reception, New
Year lectures, the New Year's

Perial Poetry Reading and impe-
ria Farden parties. They have also
participated in receptions for state
and official guests from forei
countries, welcomed to their resi-
dence members of royalty and
distinguished persons lncﬂ.iding
ministers and ambassadors (rom
foreign countries, and received
Japanese individuals from adminis-
trative and diplomatic fields, schol-
ars, artists and people involved in
social welfare. Each year they meet
members of the Japan Youth
Goodwill Mission, which was
founded in commemoration of their
wedding, Each year nearly B0O
members of the Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers visit their
residence beforebeingsentabroad.

Since their marriage, the impe-
rial couple has made official visits to
37 countries. They visited most of
these countries on behall of
Emperor Hirohito.

On November 12, 1990, the Sokul
Reir Seiden no Gi (Ceremony of the
Enthronement of His Majesty the
Emperor) was held at the Imperial
Palace. Since the enthronement,
Their Majesties have made state
visits to Thailand, Malaysia and
Indonesia, in 1991, and China in
1992.

Scholars ostering bonds of friend-
ship and trust between the people of
Japan and Bangladesh. I wish all of

you a merry Christmas and a pros-
perous NewYear.

Emperor Akihito has for many
years made a taxonomic study of
gobiid fishes. As a member of the
[chthyological Society of Japan, the
Emperor has published 26 papers in
the society’'s journal. He has also
written nearly 200 accounts of
gobiid fishes in "The Fishes of the
Japanese Archipelago”, published in

November 1984. For his work in this
field, he was invited to become a
foreign member of the Linnean
Society of London in 1980 and was
elected as an honorary member of
this society in 1986. His Majesty is
also a research associate of the
Australian Museum, and since 1992
has been an honorary member ol

Their Majesties Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko

meZoologlcalSomet)’nfLandqu

In addition to his research, the
Emperor takes great interest in
natural life and its conservation, as
well as in history. The Emperor
enjoys meeting and conversing with
scholars in these fields. Their
Majesties' [avorilesportis tennis.

On the 68th Birthday of His Majesty
Emperor Akihito of Japan
we wish him a long and prosperous life

First time in Bangladesh
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and heartfelt gratitude forthewarm  Nations including the provision of aid, and has been the single largest  extended a total amount of approxi- NAVA NA | 3
welcome and support that 1 have  the largest number of PKO forcesin  recipient country Of]dde'IEbC grants  mately 403 billion yen in grant - NAVANA LlMl.TED
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to focus on relations between Japan  first recognize e independence  allevic erty. | ¥ ateral re : : : : 1. N
and the People's Republic of of Bangladesh in 1972, The year focus of our assistance has been in  alsu been enhanced in other arceas, . Phone : 724396, Fax : 880-31 7:1443_6- E-mail : gmnavana @bangla.net :
Bangladesh and to reflect on further 2002 is auspicious as the 30th anni-  the areas of agriculture and rural especially in trade and investment. _ F FE N ‘ R E
ways to enrich ourrelationshipboth ~ versary of the start of diplomatic ~ development;insocial areassuchas  Japan is now the 91h destination for Dealer : (Dhaka District) Dealer : (Chittagong District) Dealer : (Sythet District)
at government level and with the relations between Japan and basic human standards and health  Bangladeshi goods. Prawns, gar- N. M. Motors Sampan Automobiles Samia Motors
people. Bangladesh. I hope that the govemn-  care; in the basic infrastructure for  ments, shoes and other leather Jiro Kob hi 105/A Kakrail (Gr. Fr.), Dhaka Hossen Chamber (2nd Fir.) Mirza Villa, Pallabi-9
[ am very pleased that the warm  ments and people of both our coun-  investment and export promotion  goods are all exported to Japan. 1o 0 dyasin Opposite Alley of Great Wall 105 Agrabad C/A Pathantuli, Sylhet
friendship between Japan and tries will work together to celebrate  as well as in the area of disaster Japan is one of the major countries Ambassador of Japan to Chinese Restaurant Chittagong Phone : 715429
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