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Crossing the boundaries

Sanchita Islam, a British-Bangladeshi artist, tries to explore the social setting of
three countries through a combined display of her works on art, video and
photography at the gallery of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka

Aziz AMIRUL
FFORTS of a British-
Bangladeshi artist seem
to give a fresh thrust in
the world of Bangladeshi art as
Sanchita Islam holds a solo
exhibition at the gallery of Alli-
ance Francaise in Dhaka.

The show titled 'A Bit of Ban-
gladesh Brought Home' pres-
ents a recipe of painting, photo
and a video film much to the
admiration of the art lovers of
the city.

Glimpses of three cities --
New York, London and Dhaka, -
- in the works of Sanchita reveal
a crossing of borders and the
vast migration of Bangladeshis
to the metropolitan centres of
the West.

Around forty acrylic paintings
and photographs by Sanchita in
the ongoing exhibition portray
skyline of the three cities viewed

from rooftop by the artist.
Sanchita, in the year 2000, sat
at different spots in Dhaka,
Sylhet, Barisal and Calcutta to
capture the multi-layered sky-
line of these bustling cities.

'It provides me with a sense
of freedom when | carry on with
my works from the rooftop’, says
the artist.

'People watch me as a for-
eign girl if | work on the ground
and this could be an important
reason for the selection of roof-
top as my working environment.
Moreover, | can have a birds-
eye view of the panaromic set-
ting if | take my position on a
high location. 'Be it Brick Lane of
London, Manhattan of New York
or some suburban location of
Bangladesh the considerably
imprecise sites and their situa-
tions are almost similar when
viewed from skyhigh angles.'

A meticulous motive of her
not choosing the ground level as

base probably lies in the fact of
avoiding close proximity of the
common mass only to suppress
the polar difference of social
ordeal and customs of a variety
of locations of the world. How-
ever, this matter of escapism
turns out to be a bit intentional
when one sees the video as
Sanchita comes low down to the
ground where an atmosphere is
ruled by strict conventional
lifestyle of the suburban and
rural community of Bangladesh.
None of her exhibits carries a
caption; as such her idea is to
keep those pieces untitled for
the sake of maintaining a psy-
chic parallel scenario between
the sites of the three metropoli-
tan centres.

Sanchita Islam often feels
separated from her social sur-
roundings, born and brought up
in the British society yet having
a lace of relationship in Bangla-

desh. A sort of identity crisis
looms in her heart when she

finds hard to cope being a Ben-
gali in Britain while at the same
time termed as a British citizen
when stationed in Bangladesh.
She has so far finished a
number of art projects here and
she feels the importance of
dispeling 'erroneous stereo-
types' about Bangladesh in the
media protrayals of foreign
origin. Most of the issues and
news items revolving Bangla-
desh go on projecting flood,
violence and poverty though
there are lots of positive themes
to be illustrated about this coun-
try, as felt by Sanchita. One with
possession of foreign culture
often has to face harsh condi-
tions in Bengali societies yet it
makes Sanchita feel fascinated
about the beautiful, though
testing country of Bengal !

pomegranate, a fruit of Bangla-
desh, to her grandmother in the
30-minute video film and at one
point this very fruit become a
vital link of communication
between the representatives of
two different traditions and
generations she feels highly
emotional as her grandmother
loves 'the foreign girl' too much
yet sees her as a 'strange crea-
ture' with the custody of an
entirely opposite custom from
that of a typical Bengali.
Sanchita was sent to New York
and Bangladesh by the spon-
sors from London Arts and the
Tower Hamlets Film Fund to
make the film involved with
subjects of scattered Bengali
communities.

Sanchita Islam, a postgradu-

Economics, has been carrying
out a series of art projects in
Bangladesh with sponsorship
from the Peabody Trust, The
London Print Studio and Lon-
donArts.

Sanchita, with thirty exhibi-
tions of artwork and photogra-
phy to her name, is also a writer
and her first book on art themes
is expected to hit the stands
early next year. 'Pigment Explo-
sion', an organisation of special-
ist live art and of is a successful
brainchild of the London-based
Barisal girl. She further holds
the prestigious title of 'Miss
Bengali' from a contest of expa-
triate Bengali pageants held in
London way backin 1994.

The exhibition is open till
December 29 from 5:00 pm till

R
=&

RECOMMENDATIONS

Liberation War

Museum

Liberation War Museum has
chalked out a 7-day schedule of
cultural programs to celebrate the
30 years anniversary of the Victory
and Liberation of Bangladesh. The
weeklong programs at the
Museum's Café Theaterincludes:
December 24, Monday:
Discussion on the book
'Bangladesh: War of Liberation'
written byMaj. Gen.Imamuzzaman.
December 25, Tuesday:
Musical program by CHAYANAUT
at5:00pm

December 26, Wednesday:
Patriotic songs by artist
Mahmuduzzaman Babu at5:00 pm
December 27, Thursday: Dance
performance by Sharmila
Bandhopadhya and her troupe at
6:00 pm

December 28, Friday: Tagore
song by artist Shama Rahman at
5:30pm

December 29, Saturday:
Children's recitation by the group
'MUKTAKANTHA' at5:00 pm
December 30, Sunday:
Concluding program by UCEP
students School at 5:00 pm

British women

filmmakers

Special session of films by British
women filmmakers ' Chick Flicks'
will be held at the British Council
auditorium at 4pm and 6pm on
December 24 (Monday), 2001 on
the occasion of 7th Short &
Independent Film Festival, Dhaka
2001.

Alamgir Kabir

Memorial Lecture
Fourth Alamgir Kabir Memorial
Lecture, organised as part of the
7th Short & Independent Film
Festival, Dhaka 2001, on Film and
Literature will be delivered by
eminent writer Hasan Azizul Haq on
December 24, 2001 at Sculptor
Novera Hall, National Museum,
Shahbagh at 10:30 am.

Film Festival

Organised by Bangladesh Short
Film Forum, the 9-daylong '7th
International Short and
Independent Film Festival Dhaka
2001'is due to start from December
22 at the Central Public Library
auditorium. 120 films from 32
countries will participate at the

Sanchita is seen offering ate from London School of 8:00 pmdaily. festival.
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