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Cinema

A treat for the film lovers

Organised by Bangladesh Short Film Forum, a 9-day long International Short and Independent
Film Festival opens on December 22 with the slogan Free Cinema Free Expression

TAWFIQUE ALI

ANGLADESH Short

Film Forum has been

organising international
film festival every alternate year
since 1988. The 7" International
Film Festival this year, sched-
uled to begin on December 22,
has one hundred and twenty
films from about thirty-two coun-
tries across the world in its
screening menu.

In the wake of gradual derog-
atory trend in the commercial
film making, this film forum puts
emphasis on creating art ori-
ented film bearing a particular
message. A festival committee,
chaired by eminent writer
Hasnat Abdul Hye, has been
entrusted to organise this year's
festival while a national advisory
council looks after forum's
activities.

With Bangladesh  hosting
the festival, the participating
countries in this year's festival
are Brazil, Argentina, Spain,
Taiwan, Denmark, Iran, Austra-
lia, Poland, Latvia, Germany,
France, Canada, Britain, Ethio-
pia, Jamaica, Indonesia,

A

Colours Black directed by Mamata Murty from India

Malayasia, United States, Thai-
land, China, Russia, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Netherlands, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkey, Nepal,
Italy, and India. The festival this
year will put a special focus on
the films from Iran and Spain.
This year's Alamgir Kabir
Memorial Lecture will be deliv-
ered by eminent writer Hasan

Azizul Huq on the Cinema and
Literature.

A.K.M Zakariamedia coordi-
nator of the festival committee,
said, "There is an alternative
film making stream in almost
every country over the world.
Such films are made independ-
ently on private enterpr-
eneurship to give vent to one's
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individual view, message, and
outlook. Our view regarding
alternative film is that it ought to
be free and independent in
every manner to its objective.
An alternative film may be of any
lengthshort or long, and can
adopt any technique it deems
fit."

"Usually in foreign countries
both government and TV com-
panies financially support such
enterprise. If we take our neigh-
bouring India for an example,
we find independent films enjoy
governmental support there to
promote the cause of art film.
The atmosphere for alternative
film in our country is not condu-
cive. First because the volume
of audience for such films is still
very limited and secondly prev-
alent government policy is notin
its favour. No government so far
has shown interest in alternative
film. We are to carry on our
programmes with donation,
contribution and collecting
advertisements. Government
should come forward to patron-
ise initiatives in alternative film
making."

Of late, many individuals and

organisations have been
endeavouring to make alterna-
tive films in the country, result-
ing in an emergence of a cine
literate class people. Meanwhile
there are a number of film soci-
eties and forums. "A film forum
differs from a film society in
terms of scope, functions and
objectives. A society mainly
focuses on screening of better
films for a particular class of
viewers and helps create better
audience and makes them
appreciate better films. On the
other hand, a film forum dedi-
cates its activities to the creation
of better films. It is relatively
more professional than a soci-
ety is. The function of both the
organisations are complemen-
tary to each other," Zakaria
remarked.

The central venue for the
festival is Central Public Library
Auditorium at Shahbag while
special sessions and
retrospectives will be held at
The British Council, Indian
Information Centre and the
Goethe Institut Auditorium. Four
shows are to be held daily at the
festival's main venue from

Ascene from the film 'The Offering' directed by Paul Lee. Country : canada

are 11:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m., 5:00
p.m.and 7:00 p.m. Each showis
around 90 minutes long featur-
ing short fiction, documentaries,
animations and experimental
films. A number of filmmakers
from various countries are due
totake partin the festival
Bangladesh Short Film
Forum was formed in 1986 by a

group of independent filmmak-
ers and film activists. Film festi-
vals held by the forum are
designed to create a better cine-
culture in the country. A number
of films made by the Forum
members have been awarded in
international festivals.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Eid Fash
Layout

Annela Haque's Andes is having her
Eid Fashion layout at its outlet (Rd.

10, House 23, Gulshan-1).

ion

Starting

from Men's kurtas to women's
designer Jamdani saris everything
is in the list. It will be open to all
everyday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00

p.m.till chand raat.

Ambiance

An exhibition titled 'Ambience’ by
Debesh Goswami is being held at
the National Museum. The
exhibition will continue everyday

from 9:00 am. 3:00
December 20.
Neel Utshab

p.m. fill

Organised jointly by Aranya and
Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC), Neel Utsab features
dresses, saris and other household
products in indigo. Aranya and MCC
have teamed up to bring back indigo
from the blind allies of history. The
outstanding collection of indigo
products is now on display atAranya

at Kamal Ataturk Avenue,

Banani.

The utshab runs until December 15.

Film Festival

Organised by Bangladesh Short
Film Forum, the 9-daylong '7th

International

Short and

Independent Film Festival Dhaka
2001"is due to start from December
22 at the Central Public Library

auditorium.

120 films from 32

countries will participate at the

Film: Gdynia directed by Bianca Badua from Germany December 23. Show timings ABangladeshifilm directed by A.K.M Zakaria festival.
U
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