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A game of hide-and-seek

Chhabial production Kanamachhi premiered at the Goethe Institut Auditorium
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I N association with Goethe

film."
The plot of the film is very
simple evolving around a long
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The Baily Star

Out for a

SAKYA SEN from Kolkata

T

HEY are out for a cause.
The film actress in Ben-
gal have decided to

cause

made it very clear that the group
was not out to raise money for
the sex workers.

"We want you to give up this
trade. For that we are here to

Film actresses of West Bengal to educate sex workers in Kolkata

whether the next day, | will earn
sufficiently. Forty per cent of this
amount goes to the pimp.

"Of the remaining 60 per
cent, | have to give a minimum

Institut, Dhaka, drive outing by ship. The char- spend a substantial amount of  he|p you. But first you will have  of 20 per cent to the owner of the ‘

Chalachitram Film Society gcters in the film are of different time every year with the sex to give a clear indication that room. Soif I do good business in . :
held the premiere of a Chhabial  age, habit and nature. Their workers in Kolkata. The aim of  yoy are willing to quit your pro-  one night, the maximum that | Eid Fashion
Production Kanamachhi problems are also varied. these actresses are to educate  fession as sex workers. Then may end up with is Rupees Layout

recently. Written by Anisul Huq
and directed by Mostafa Sarwar
the film has been made in Beta
SP format. Ekushey Television
has financed the sixty two min-
utes long film and will air it soon.

Screening being over, when
asked to comment, script writer
Anisul Hug said, "Having read
the story Hitch-Hiking Game, |

Hasan-Kakon couple is at the
centre of the story. Kanamachhi
tells a tale of love of urban peo-
ple outside urbanity in an idyllic
setting.

A touring company arranges
a pleasure trip to the
Sundarbans. Hasan and Kakon,
running second year of their
conjugal life, make up their mind

the sex workers and to help
them in finding a different voca-
tion to earn money.

The film actress society of
Kolkata, organised a march in
the most famous red light area
of the city, Sonagachi, on
December 6. West Bengal's top
film lady Rituparana Sengupta
along with a number of her co-

only will we be able to save
you," she said. "She urged them
to get out from the clutches of
the pimps and local goons that
rule the area around Sonagachi.
"You work and they take the
lion's share," she shouted and
immediately it drew a large
round of muted applause. Oth-
ers who spoke were June Malia

200."

Later on talking to reporters,
Rituparna said, "The fact is that
society cannot respect these
people. Even if they want to quit
the trade and lead a health life
society does not allow them to
do so. Our aim s to help them in
their endeavour. If we can get
even 10 of the girls out of

Annela Haque's Andes is having her
Eid Fashion layout at its outlet (Rd.
10, House 23, Gulshan-1). Starting
from Men's kurtas to women's
designer Jamdani saris everything
is in the list. It will be open to all
everyday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m.tillchand raat.

Ambiance

An exhibition titled 'Ambience" by
Debesh Goswami is being held at
the National Museum. The

was inspired to write tojoin this touring party. Among stars walked the narrow lanes  and Indrani Halder. Sonagachi we will consider our exhibition will continue everyday
Kanamachhi. But Mostafa others, there are Naila, Cousin, and by-lanes of Sonagachi However, they were more effortto be successful." from 9:.00 am. 3:00 p.m. til
Sarwar has got his own style of  Rivi and an elderly woman requesting the sex workers concemed as to whether the She also lamented the fact December20.

direction by which, the original  called Auntin the group. there to get of the flesh trade  gex workers practiced safe sex that governments have never Neel Utshab

script assumes a new dimen-
sion when turned into film. |
enjoy this transformation in the
hand of the director."

Munira Morshed Munni, GS
of the film society, commented
on the film saying, "there is an
experimental blend of dramatic
and cinematic elements in this

This pleasure trip has two-
fold excitement and joy. First, a
long journey by a launch at a
moonlit night. The second
excitement is a short stay at the
Sunderbans. All the touring
guests stay five days on board
the huge launch and encounter

different people of different

o
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Pushpa (Srabanti) shows her affinity for Hasan (Ahmed Rubel)

habit and manner. Aunt over-
sees whether anything unpleas-
ant takes place. She takes care
if any young man peeps into any
lady's chamber.

Rid of parental protection
and constraints of city life, mem-
bers of this touring party savour
an unearthly beauty of moonlit
night and serenity of dawn with
the rise of a tender sun on the
calm river. They experience the
metaphysical beauty of sun rise
and sun set in the lap of a tran-
quil nature. Mystery of a misty
morning corresponds to that of
the travelers' relationship. They

meeting each guest at his/her
chamber. But aunt finds
Hasan's inclination to a 'lady
guest' unfair. She wants to take
action against him but Kakon
discourages her from doing so.
Meanwhile Pushpa feels
emotionally drawn to Hasan
and asks him, in front of Kakon,
to visit her room this night. Such
demand of Pushpa enrages
Kakon but she can not express
her reaction in public. Since
Hasan avoids visiting Pushpa's
room, she herself comes to his
room and tells him a past story
of her life. She expresses her

business.

Amongst the others who
joined her were Sudipta
Chakrabarty (an award winner
in Kiron Kher's Bariwali), June
Malia, Labony Sarkar, Indrani
Halder and many others.

Initially, the crowd of sex
workers that gathered around
them were more curious then
anything else. But as the

actress spoke their mind, the
crowd around them gathered.
All of them were eager to what
Rituparna had to say. Bengal's
first lady of the film industry

or not. Sonagachi has more
than six thousand prostitutes.
Amongst them are a little less
than 1,000 girls from Andhra
Pradesh alone. There are some
who charge more than Rs
10,000 for a night's business.
Others work as less as
Rupees 50. And they have to
satisfy quite a few customers to
make a substantiate income.
Rupa Rani, a girl who falls in this
category said, "There are nights
when | indulge in sex with more
than 10 people. As | do not know

really cared about the health of
these people. It was a sort of
change for everyone who partic-
ipated in the walk along with the
film stars.

The usual wrinkles of shame
and pity that distort the face
when one walks through such
an area was missing. It was
clear that the idea was noble.
Rituparna, who charges quite
substantially these days for her
films also said that she would try
and rope in corporate houses to
help their cause.

Organised jointly by Aranya and
Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC), Neel Utsab features
dresses, saris and other household
products in indigo. Aranya and MCC
have teamed up to bring back indigo
from the blind allies of history. The
outstanding collection of indigo
products is now on display atAranya
at Kamal Ataturk Avenue, Banani.
The utshab runs until December 15.

Film Festival
Organised by Bangladesh Short
Film Forum, the 9-daylong '7th
International Short and
Independent Film Festival Dhaka
2001"is due to start from December
22 at the Central Public Library
auditorium. 120 films from 32
countries will participate at the
festival.

Disney, Besson

Retrospective

Zahir Raihan Film Society
organised Disney-Besson
Retrospective is going on at
German Cultural Centre at

get involved in a diverse com- deep liking for Hasan. aunt lets Dhanmandi
munion with each other as a Pushpa know that Hasan might ;1égDecemb<3_r|; So'h
ir i ion i h n "affair" with Kakon. oupm oy story” by
result of their interaction in a avea Walt Disney
friendly atmosphere away from Eventually, all come to know 315pm  "ABug'sLife’ by
the hustle and bustle of city life. that Hasan and Kakon are mar- WaltDisney
Reading Milan Kundera's ried when aunt lodges a com- 6.30pm I_TurLeBF;r:Sf(e)isuonal by
'Hitch-Hiking Game' Hasan and  plaint against Hasan of tres- 12th December:
Kakon plan to play hitch-hike. passing into a lady guest's 2:00pm.  'Mullan’ (1998) by Walt
They decide to conceal their room. - Mk o Disney
true relationship while travel- — — = - — . _— - 3:15pm.  Hercules' (1997) by
ling. After some time they start Ritup_arna Sengupta (in.dark glass) june malia (centre) and Srilekha Mitra (right) walk with the Walt Disney
The touring party is having breakfast prostitutes of Sonagachi
N
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