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Liverpool' French manager Gerard
Houllier revealed Sunday he hoped
to be back in the hotseat at the
Premiership leaders by February
just four months after undergoing
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forecast a traditional Adelaide Oval
pitch for Friday's opening cricket
Test against South Africa.

Burdett said the first round of
Test cricket's Championship bout

AFP, Perth

South African batsmen Jacques
Kallis and Neil McKenzie flexed

after Western Australia compiled a
massive 600 for eight wickets
declared to establish a first innings
lead of 233.

Veteran opener Gary Kirsten

after the fixture had been denied
Test status by the International
Cricket Council (ICC).
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The 26-year-old Ukrainian
finished a clear eight seconds
ahead of Dutch marathon specialist
Kamiel Maase to add the crown to
his 1998 triumph, with Antonio
Jimenez of Spain leading a three-
way sprint in the final straight for the
bronze medal.

France finished second in the
team standings after holding a clear
lead half way through the race with
atleast three runners in the top ten.

But a strong challenge by
Moroccan-born El-Hassan Lahssini
of France, who held third place for
most of the 9.15 kilometre race
evaporated about two kilometres
before the end.

The highly-rated Frenchman
appeared to struggle at one of two
small hillocks that broke up the
otherwise flat and dry 1500 metre
grass circuit and lost touch with the
top group to finish sixteenth

"My initial tactics were to stay in
the leading group, but when | saw
Maase pull away in the second lap, |
thought Lahssini would go after him
-he didn't so | decided to chase and
pass the Dutchman," Lebid said.

Maase, who took the lead on the
second lap of the six lap men's race
said he couldn't keep up with the in-
form Ukrainian.

"| felt strong from the beginning
and made an early break. | thought |
was setting a strong pace but Lebid
just passed me," Maase admitted.

Yamna Belkacem of France won
the women's race in 15min 48sec
over the 4.65 kilometre course and
Portugal took the women's team
title.

Belkacem beat off the challenge
of Olga Romanova of Russia and
Justyna Bak of Poland.

Belkacem admitted that the fast
and largely flat 1500 metre grass
circuit on a military training ground
at the foot of the Swiss Alps put paid
to French team tactics and the field
quickly broke up into small groups.

"We were told to run an intelli-
gent race and not to begin too
quickly, but we eventually had to
make a fast start so as not to lose
touch with the top
Belkacem said.

runners,"

I/ Football

AFP, London

Manchester United manager Sir
Alex Ferguson claimed Sunday that
the reason behind the Premiership
champions slump in form was down
to having not been challenged hard
fortheir last two titles.

Ferguson who has not been
talking to the press recently gave a
rare insight into what he thinks is the
matter at the previously dominant
champions - who have won seven
titles under him - though he made no
reference to differences within the
club particularly with England
captain David Beckham, who has
started the previous two matches on
the bench.

United currently trail Premiership
leaders Liverpool by 11 points after
suffering a second successive
home defeat on Saturday -
Liverpool also have a game in hand
on their bitterrivals.

Ferguson has admitted it will now
take a miracle for United to reclaim

the title in his final season at the
helm but he wasn't going to let this
season's dire results overshadow all
that had been won in the previous
campaigns.

"lt's been a great spell for the
club," said Ferguson, who was in
London to accept a lifetime achieve-
ment award from the BBC.

"You have got to spread it
around!

"We have analysed almost
everything you can analyse, and
there could be some pertinent
reasons. But we are going to have to
find the answers to it because it's
certainly not what we enjoy.

"There's one interesting factor;
the last two championships have
been won very easily, and we
missed a dogfight and maybe we
have to rediscover that. That's a
possibility," added Ferguson.

Looking back over his 15 years at
United, he admitted one moment
stood out from the rest.

"The best moment was without
question in Barcelona. It has to be,"
said Ferguson, recalling the 1999
Champions League final in the
Spanish_city _when United beat

Bayern Munich in memorable
fashion.

"l know that you always point to
the very first trophy you ever win
because that gives you control of
things - at Aberdeen we won the first
championship in 1980.

"l thought that was the greatest
thing in my life, but this charges you
up and chases you on to other
things. It's pointless looking back.

"Getting to Barcelona - | think it
was a media thing, and having not
won the Champions League put a
certain pressure on me a little bit.
Then to win the final that night - and
the way we did it!"

The Scot would not be drawn on
the issue of who would succeed
him, though the list seems to dimin-
ish by the day, but admitted he had
been impressed by Martin O'Neill's
achievements in guiding Celtic to
the treble in his first season in
Scotland.

"Martin O'Neill has got that
strength of character... not be
daunted by the other side of
Glasgow," he said.

Beckham eases

m Football

AFP, London

Manchester United midfielder David
Beckham on Monday quashed
rumours that he is ready to leave Old
Trafford by pledging his future to the
reigning Premiership champions.

The England skipper, who was
rested by United manager Alex
Ferguson for the team's last two
matches, is currently in talks over a
new contract amid reports of interest
from foreign clubs.

But the 26-year-old has reiter-
ated his desire to stay at United in
Ferguson's last season in charge
before the manager takes up an

BBC.

Beckham played down talk of a
rift with Ferguson by saying the
Scotsman was right to leave him on
the substitutes' bench for Saturday's
home defeat to West Ham and the
Champions League win against
Boavista last Wednesday.

"I think | did, deep down (need a
rest). I'd never admit it to myself or
anyone else but deep down | did,"
he added.

"All players need a rest or are left
on the bench for many a reason. My
situation has been well documented
this week and of course | want to
play every game, but that's not
possible.

"When the manager decides to
leave you on the bench, you respect
that. | am not going to question the

nerves

Although admitting the champi-
ons have given themselves an uphill
task if they are going to retain their
crown after suffering six league
defeats, Beckham refused to go
along with Ferguson's assessment
that United had blown it, and
insisted the players had to believe
they were still in with a chance.

"As players we have got to
believe that we can still be in with a
chance, but we will have to wait and
see," said Beckham. "We have
made it an uphill task for ourselves -
avery uphill task.

"l can't put my finger on why it
has happened, it is just one of those
things. But this team will come
together and will stay together as a
team."

on a pitch alongside the first Test
strip.

"The New Zealand one (pitch) is
not a good one to compare how the
Test wicket is going to perform," he
said, adding constant rain ham-
pered preparation of the tour game
pitch.

"This (Test) wicket, | can assure
you, is going to be very, very tradi-
tional."

"The variance in bounce is
accelerated as you go from day one
through to day five, that's why they
(captains) bat first because the ball
does hit the middle of the bat and it's
the best condition.

"It does play up and down
towards the end and | think that's
good for the game of cricket, that's
where your results go.

"That's when it becomes harder
to bat and that's when class comes
in -- guys that make runs on the last
few days are bloody good batsmen
who have good techniques."

Freeman set to
return in March

AFP, Melbourne

Australia's Olympic 400-metre
champion Cathy Freeman has set
the Melbourne Track Classic at
Olympic Park here on March 7 for
her return to competition.

Freeman, who resumed training
six weeks ago after a year's break
from athletics, said she was satis-
fied with her progress.

"I'm training really well, I'm notill,
my level of enthusiasm is as high as
ever," Freeman said Monday.

"I'm dearly looking forward to my
first race which will be in March in
Melbourne.

"I've had two track sessions and
the body's definitely coming back."

Freeman, 29, had been about

dismissed for 50, leaving Boucher

aplace in the side for Adelaide.

Result: Match drawn.

Kasparov reaps

';i! Chess

AP, Moscow

Chess Grand Master Garry
Kasparov destroyed Braingames
world champion Vladimir Kramnik
on Sunday in a series of blitz chess
games, walking away with the
bigger paycheck on the final day of
their exhibition tournament.

Kasparov won 6.5 to 3.5 in the
final match of the Botvinnik
Memorial Tournament, named after
the former Soviet world champion
Mikhail Botvinnik.

It wasn't as close as this score
would indicate since Kasparov
probably missed two other chances
to win and Kramnik's only win came
in the ninth game after the series
had been decided.

"Today was not my day," Kramnik

said afterward.

Throughout the tournament, the
two Grand Masters played 20
games at various time controls for a
total purse of 500,000 dollars.
Kasparov earned 255,000 dollars
and Kramnik 245,000.

They drew four games at regular
time controls. They played six
games of rapid chess. Kasparov
and Kramnik each won one game,
and the rest were drawn. That left
Sunday's 10 rapid games.

Kasparov won the first game and
Kramnik was lucky to draw the
second. The next three games were
drawn. Then Kasparov broke the
match open with three consecutive
wins. Kramnik won the ninth game
and the last game was drawn.

In blitz games, each player gets
five minutes for the entire game.
With so little time, the quality of play
goes down. But the number of errors
makes draws less likely so the

] I
games become more interesting for
average players to watch. They are
more tactical and less strategic.

Afew blocks away, the rival FIDE
World Championship tournament is
being held in the Kremlin. Defending
FIDE champion Viswanathan
Anand of India is pitted against
Vassily Ivanchuk of the Ukraine in
the semifinals, while Russia's Peter
Svidler plays Ruslan Ponomariov of
the Ukraine. That tournament had
an off day on Sunday, with play
resuming Monday.

Since 1993, chess, like boxing,
has had two world champions. In
that year, Kasparov broke away
from FIDE and formed the
Professional Chess Association. He
defended his title under the PCA's
auspices in 1993 and 1995. But the
PCAwas dissolved in 1998.

Japan edge out

m Hockey

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Japan scored their first win in the
Champions Challenge when they
edged South Africa in an entertain-
ing encounter at the National
hockey Stadium in Kuala Lumpur.

They came back twice from
behind to deny the South Africans a
win that could have put them in the
driving seat for a place in this
Sunday's final.

Both teams opted to rest their
first choice goalkeepers and played
their reserves. South Africa opted
for David Staniforth over Chirs
Hibbert while for the Japanese
Yashuhiro Nobui got the nod over

Jun Takahashi.

South Africa opened scoring
through Mike Cullen in the 8th
minute but Japan levelled in the
25th minute when Ryuji Furusato
converted a penalty corner.

Justin King restored South
Africa's lead by pouncing on a
penalty corner rebound early in the
second half.

But the Japanese never gave up
fighting and were rewarded when
skipper Takahiko Yamabori sentin a
reverse stick hit past Staniforth in
the South African goal in the 51st
minute.

The turning point of the match
came shortly afterwards when
Malaysian umpire Ravinderpaul
Singh temporarily suspended two
South African players, Clyde

SA

Abrahams and Gareth Murray.

Japan took advantage of the lack
of numbers in the South African
defence to score the winner through
Naohiko Tobita in the 58th minute.

"We are happy with the win.
Today we created about five goal-
scoring chances but managed to
put three away. In the previous
matches we created more but
lacked the Killer instinct," said
Japanese team manager Toichi
Nagai.

For South African coach Rob
Pullen the umpiring was what cost
his team the game.

"Lest we sound like sore losers
Japan played well to and deserve
the win. But things would have been
different had the umpire not sent my
players off," said Pullen.
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