Check violence against
women, children

BSS, Dhaka

Speakers at a seminar in the city
vesterday urged political parties
law enforcers and journalists to
launch concerted efforts to check
violence against women and chil-
dren.

Addressing the seminar ' on
“Violence Against Women,” they
said the society would face a crisis
if violence against women and
children were not stopped Imme-
diately. Inner Wheel District-328,
Bangladesh, organised it.

Visiting President of Interna-
tional Inner Wheel Club Ms Carole
Buchanan was the chief guest at
the seminar while Barrister Sigma
Huda presented the keynote pa-
per. Shireen Huq presided over
the function.

Among others, National Repre-
sentative of Inner Wheel Club,
Bangladesh Mahmuda Siddigi and
District Chairman Rosy Ahmed
participated in it

Barrister Sigma Huda said
violence against women -- both
physical and mental -- is a com-
mon phenomenon in many socie-
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ties across the world.

She said the government, po-
litical parties, media people make
united efforts to curb violence
against women and children.

Water Resources Minister [ K
Siddigi and LGRD Secretary AY B |
Siddiql were present on the occa-
sion.

Mirza Alamgir
hospitalised

UNB, Dhaka

State Minister for Agriculture
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir was
admitted to Rangpur Medical
College Hospital yesterday fol-
lowing a heart attack.

Earlier, he was rushed to Tha-
kurgaon Sadar Hospital after he
suffered a heart attack at his resi-
dence on Thursday night. Later he
was shifted to Rangpur Medical
College Hospital.

Mirza Alamgir is likely to be
shifted to the Combined Military
Hospital (CMH) in Dhaka today.
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BNP activists recently.
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Netrakona district Awami League president Advocate Fazlur Rahman Khan called on Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina at her Sudha Sadan residence in the city yesterday. Fazlur Rahman was Injured In an attack by

Special launch
services on Eid

BSS, Dhaka

UNB, Dhaka

Night temperature may fall

country, Met Office said.

Srimangol.
6:30am.

and towns yesterday were:

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry over the country in the next 12
hours till 6 pm today with light to moderate fog over the country's river
basins and coastal belt during morning.

Night temperature may fall one to two degree Celsius over the

The highest temperature 29.0 degree Celsius was recorded yester-
day at Jessore and Satkhira and the lowest 12.6 degree at Jessore and

The sun sets in the capital today at5.12 pm and rises tomorrow at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity in the main cities

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka e 16.7 90 9
Chirtagong 28.6 16.4 72 71
Rajshahi 24.5 13.2 100 92
Khulna 28.8 14.4 92 80
Barisal 27.6 133 100 90
Sylhet 260 15.2 . .89 N 87 !

w

Bangladesh Inland Water Trans-
port Authority (BIWTA) will ar-

range special launch services in

different routes from Dhaka and
Narayanganj from December 13 to
21 on Holy Eid-ul-Fitr,

Officials said they arranged
these special services with the
cooperation of the vessel owners.

The special launches from
Dhaka will run on Dhaka-Bhola,
Dhaka-Barisal, Dhaka-Barguna,
Dhaka-Chandpur,  Dhaka-Ichli,
Dhaka-Madaripur, Dhaka-Kalaia,
Dhaka-Borhanuddin, Dhaka-
Patuakhali and Dhaka-Amtali
routes.

From Narayanganj the special
vessels will run on Narayanganj-
Chandpur, Narayanganj-Taltala,
Narayanganj-Ramchandrapur,
Narayanganj-Machhuakhali-
Matlab, Narayanganj-Sureshwar,
Narayanganj-Torki and Narayan-
ganj-Matlab routes,

Stressing the need for public
awareness to avoid launch acci-
dents they said that they would
request the authorities concerned
to deploy additional police forces
to prevent the passengers from
buqrdlng, ]
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Steps taken to ensure
adequate supply of urea

B';S Dhaka

The government has taken steps to
ensure adequate supply of urea
fertiliser during the current 2001-

tonnes would be imported from
abroad.

The BCIC sources said that the
authorities had fixed the target 10

2002 [fiscal, sources concerned stock all the impuned fertiliser as

said. 3.2 lakh tonnes fertiliser are ex-
Bangladesh Chemical Indus- Ppected to reach the country this

tries Corporation (BCIC) ex- moqth from abroad.

pressed the hope that if produc- They said the guvemmen! ‘did

tion and import targets are NOt increase price of urea fertiliser

achieved, over two lakh tonnes of
urea fertiliser would remain sur-
plus at the end of this year.

BCIC sources told BSS that the
Agriculture Ministry had fixed the
demand of urea fertiliser at 23 lakh
tonnes this year.

The BCIC has targeted to pro-
duce 19 lakh tonnes from its six
urea manufacturing plants and
decided to import another rwo
lakh tonnes, the sources said.

The authorities decided to in-
crease import volumes to 5.5 lakh
tonnes from the two lakh tonnes
when the production in the Ja-
muna Fertiliser Company was
suspended in August, they said.

“We have taken the decision to
increase import to face any short-
fall of urea in the country,” they
added.

The sources said 2.3 lakh ton-
nes would be purchased from
Fertiliser Compuny

(KAFCO) #nd’ the ‘rest 3.2 lakh

this year, but it is giving subsidy of
over Tk 6.5 crore in this sector to
help the farmers boost the pro-
duction of crops in the country.

On the other hand, the gov-
ernment is importing five lakh
tonnes of fertiliser spending Tk
460 crore so that the farmers of the
country do not face any fertiliser
crisis during the peak season.

The sources said the cost of per
tonne of urea production of BCIC
is Tk 5,900, but they are selling it
to the dealers at Taka 4,800. So,
the BCIC is giving Tk 1100 subsidy
in each tonne of fertiliser to reach
it to the farmers, they added.

Of the six urea fertiliser plants,
only five have been producing
3,073 tonnes a day. The produc-
tion would be increased when the
Jamuna Fertiliser Company would
go into operation in April next.
Over five lakh tonnes of fertiliser
are in ;,nvernmemmstﬂck at pres-
ent.

| AL condemns

attack on
| Tanjim MP

UNB,_yj_f..;.r

Acting president of Awami League
Abdus Samad Azad and general
secretary  Zillur - Rahman  con-
demned the attack on their party
MP Tanjim Abmed Sohel by BNP
activists.

“The attack was launched as
part of a conspiracy to kill Sohel,
son of the then prime minister of
Bangladesh during the Liberation
War, Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed.”
they said in a joint-statement
yesterday.

They said anned cadres of BNP
held him hostage lor four hours
when he was attending an upazila
coordination committee meeting
on Thursday at the Kapashia
Upazila Parishad Bhaban.

“When the local MP’, Sohel Taj,
contacted police, they did not
respond,” the AL leaders said.

With deep anxieties the two
former ministers alleged that the
ruling BNP unleashed killing, rape,
repression and oppression on AL
leaders and activists across the
country as soon as they came to
power.

They demanded immediate
arrest and exemplary punishment
to the “terrorists”,
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Remain alert
against AL’s

ill motives: Huda
BSS, Dhaka

Communications Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda yesterday urged
the people to remain alert against
the ill motives to Awami league
which is not joining the parlia-
meng session from the first day ol
Its sitting.

Awami lLeague (Al) is staving
away from parliament session and
enforced hartal as ‘part of its ill
motives to create obstacle in de-
velopment work of the govern-
ment, he told a pre-Iftar discus-

sion at Keraniganj organised by
local BNP.

The function was also ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Health Amanullah Aman, Jinjira
Union BNP president Mojadded
Ali Babu and general secretary
Mohamamd Alom and convenor
of Is.uru‘mganl upazila BNP H_aii
Mohammad Nazimuddin,

_DH,

Drawing competition
Coastal Area Resource Development
and Management Associalion has
organised a painting competiton for
children on ‘Royal Bengal Tiger of the
Sundarbans’. Venue: Shishu Academy,
Time: 11.00am.

Tripartite meet

Karmojbi Nan, an organisation for
working women, holds a Inpartile
meeting of owners, workers and
governmen! represeniatives. The
meeting will exchange yews on
women's nghis to gel unled and
organised Venue The National Press
Club VIP lounge. Time: 10.00am

Discussion session

The Commutiee of Concerned Citizens
nas organised a discussion Session on
"Struggle for Democracy in Burma
Today" to mark the 10th anniversary of
Nobel Peace Prize wining by Aung San
Suu Kyi. Venue: Dhaka Reporters Unity
auditonum, B8/4-A, Topkhana Road,

Segunbagicha. Time: 3.00pm.

Donation for orphans

The Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel will
distnbute ‘Care Package' among eleven
orphanages of Dhaka under its
community caré programme. Venue:
Ballroom of the hotel. Time: 4.00pm.

| Certificate-awarding

ceremony

BASE Limited, an IT education instiute,
will award certificates among its
graduate students. Venue: BASE
premises, 2A. Chandrashila Suvasiu
Tower, 69/1 Green Road. Time: 4 00pm.

Brigadier General Kaiser Ahmed,

Bangladesh Army, as chlef guesl.
winners: .
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Seminar on gas

The National Oceanographic and
Mantime Insttutle holds a seminar on
"Natural Gas Resource in Bangladesh:
Its Reserve and Utlisation® Venye:
Seminar Room, LGED Bhaban.
Agargaon. Time: 9.30am.

Discussion

The DCC Jatiyatabadi Sramik
Karmachari Union observes the fifth
death ! ol lIskandar Ak,
founder president of the

Jalyatabadi Sramik Dal. Venue: Nagar
Bhaban Bank Floor. Time: 3.00pm.

Discussion on Ramadan

The Songskar Sahitya Forum holds a
discussion on “Holy Ramadan and Iftar
Mahfil” with State Minister for !

Affarrs Mosharraf Hossain WW
as chief guest. Venue: Conference
Room, Hamdard Bhaban, 291/1

Sonargaon Road. Time: 3.30pm.
Meeting

The Bangladesh Chalachitra League
holds a meeting to exchange views,
Venue: Sohag Community Centre,
Iskaton, Time: 3.00pm.

Rotary meeting
(central)

The Rotary Club of Dhaka Central holds
ts regular weeily meeting and AGM-
2001. Venue: house No. 53, road No.
12A, Dhanmondi. Time; 3.00pm.

Rotary meeting
(northwest)

The regular weekly meeling.of the
Rotary Club of Dhaka North West will be
held. Venue: 23 Green Road. rune
4 30pm.

The annual prize ghnng ceremony of Bangladesh International School
(BIS) Dhaka Cantonment was held on Thursday at the school premises.

Director, Education Directorate, *
Qavgwway Ithe dpﬁzes among the'
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