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Travails of making a prize-winning film on Bangladesh

Premiere of Chittagong: Last Stopover today at Alliance Francaise

FAYza HAQ

Z EAUX Productions'

Chittagong Last Stop-

over, which won the best
director's award in Oregan,
USA, and other prizes in Rus-
sia, Manheim (Germany) and
Thailand be screened today at
Alliance Francaise auditorium.

Shishir Bhattacharjee, an
interpreter and organizer of the
film, says about the background
of the film, "Leo Desclozeaux is
a French film maker. Normally
he makes documentaries. He
made his first film in Bangladesh
in 1990 which was based on the
River Jomuna focusing on
Rulipara village. He captured
the struggle of the people there
and this comprised of an hour
film which took one month.
There is a copy of this atAlliance
Francaise. Two years later he
made another such film, Return
to Bangladesh and this was a
record of the state of affairs of
the same people a couple of
years later. In 1993
Desclozeaux made a third film
on ship breakers in Chittagong.
From here he got the inspiration
to make afeature film. He is a bit
eccentric by nature and tended
to criticise the adverse aspects
of the country which tended to
irritate him. The French
Embassy contacted me to help
him out to have better rapport
with a the people. Patrick
Benquet was the director along
with this director.

At that time | was 25, and
having lived in France | felt that
there were adverse aspects of
France too and Desclozeaux
was being needlessly irritable.
With time , he learnt to love the
country and appreciate it to the
last iota. Later Desclozeaux
made a film on Myanmar on the
life of Aung San Suu Kyi which
had a duration of an hour and |
worked on this film too.
Desclozeaux still carried the
hope of making a Bangladeshi

scripts. In 1996 he decided to
write his own script. His idea
was to combine Rulipara with
little boats and water with small
villages in the Jamuna pockets.
He also wanted to include ship
braking. Ships can be used for
30 years on the maximum. His
experience in Gaptoliincluded a
beautiful young women break-
ing stone. For him this was a
wastage of human charm and
energy. Touched by this scene
he wanted to make a heroine of
this destitute woman. He gave
these points to Jacques
Dubuisson, and Annick
Denoyelle who are famous
script writers and visited differ-
ent points of Bangladesh includ-
ing Sylhet , Chittagong and
Rulipara to study the scenario.
He sent Farida Sadiki , an Alge-
rian film expert to stay in Ban-
gladesh and study women's
conditions in the country and
she wrote a screen play. He
returned in 1997 with camera-
men and he could afford it as he
has a film producing company of
his own apart from running a
film making school of his own.
"He wanted to bring the vil-
lage woman in his story to bring
in a French sea captain with a
broken heart to the plot. He
wanted them to develop a
friendship and come to the
village. Dubuisson wanted to
include an image of his own son
Oscar who was born in the later
years of his life, and he is
extremely fond of children. In
the village the couple was to
face some acute and | sug-
gested banishment as | was
inspired by Taslima Nasreen,
whose works | had translated. In
that terrible state, breaking
bricks in the town the hero was
to see her and fall for her
charms . In the film he is por-
trayed as saying to himself,' my
ship is broken and | am so dis-
heartened while this women has
nothing to her name and yet she
is struggling bravely'. In 1998 he

make the film before going back
to France.

Talking about the problems
that they faced in making the
film , Shishir says, "As we
needed the permission to make
the film it fell on me to go and
getit from the Information Minis-
try. When a foreign film-maker
wants to make his own produc-
tion like EPZ, it was not clear as
what was required of us. We
went to FDC and Dubuisson
become a member of the pro-
ducers' committee and we
submitted the scripts to the
Information Ministry. We were
sent to the DFP and they
wanted to examine the screen
play and commented that this
was not a positive film on Ban-
gladesh. Dubuisson, mean-
while, had already taken three
million francs loan from a bank
and had brought the money to
Bangladesh. In order to open an
account in Bangladesh it had to
be a personal account. To form
a company to open the account
we need the permission of BOI
(Board of Investment). We
waited for months and bureau-
cracy had to be handled with
ingenuity and discretion. Finally
Seauz Production was able to
bring in the money as one crore
takas.

"For the film we needed a big
oil tanker in the Bay of Bengal
and we required a patron of the
ship who would let us enter the
ship three or four days before
the beaching. A beaching mas-
ter had to be hired to bring the
ship to the shore when the tide is
high and the moon is full, as
close to the beach as possible.
We had seen a ship called
'Vega-T' but the proprietor was
not agreeing to our price and
this took time to resolve. It was
in May 1998 when Desclozeaux
could not wit any more with his
crew and camera, we went
through more red tapism and
unavoidable underhand manip-
ulation before things could be
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Alima (Suchona) waiting fora bath neara water pump

inthe village Rulipara.

Asked to explain the contro-
versy over the well-known
Bangladeshi actress Afsana
Mimi, Shishir explains, "We had
booked the whole train for just
20 people and this had an astro-
nomical price, Afsana Mimi was
one of the co-producers from
'"Thikhana' with Kais Chowdhury
and Tony Dais. She had a prob-
lem with the GMG flight coming

off twice. She got superstitious
about the project from the outset
as a result. Again, she insisted
on putting some colour on her
skin in order to look like a typical
village woman and our producer
was irritated with this as he
wanted not make up but natural
beauty and this again flustered
Afsana Mimi. Also, there were
just the essential number of
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Captain Paul (Julien Morel) and Bishwajit (Sulaiman) bringing Alima

(Suchona) to a hospital in Chandpur.

whereas, Afsana Mimi felt that
more people should have been
included. "

The caste includes Julien
Maurel, Suchona,, Bishwaijit
Sen Gupta, Bilal Mia, Daniel
Briquet, Philippe Taillandier, Dr
Md Harunur Rashid and others.
The authors include Leon
Desclozeaux, Olivier Marvaud,
Anita Sool, Jacques Dubuisson

operator include Franck Rabel
and Christophe Bidot. While the
film editor is Anne-France
Lebrun.

All problems overcome, the
premiere of the film is now being
held today at Alliance Francaise
at 6pm, along with an introduc-
tory lecture by Shishir
Bhattacharjee and Christophe
Didot.
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The inauguration of an exhibition
titted 'Ambience’ by Debesh
Goswami is being held at the

National

Museum. The exhibition

will continue everyday from 9:00
a.m. 3:00 p.m. till December 20.

Eid exhibition

The Eid exhibition and the
launching of www.kaykraft.com of
fashion house Kay Kraft is being
held at the WVA auditorium (H-20,
Rd-27). The exhibition will continue

everyday

from 12:00 - 9:00 p.m. till

December 15.

Photography for

life

A charity exhibition titled
'Photography for life’ for a little boy
Badhon who has Blood Cancer is
being held at the Indian Cultural
Centre (754 Satmasjid Road).
Organised by The Third Eye and
supported by The High
Commission of India the exhibition

willcome

toanendtoday.

Abrar's creative
jewelry

Abrarur Rahman opens a week

long exhibition of

his exclusive

collection of gold plated costume
jewelry. The ethnic designs in gold
plated silver are set with wooden,
plastic and semi-precious stones
and beads. This is the third
exhibition of the jewelry designer in

the city

and showcases a truly

exclusive collection of collectible

jewelry

for fashion conscious

women. The exhibition is being held
in the WVA auditorium at House no
20 of Dhanmondi' road number 27
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