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The Daily Star

Double-delight

Walt Disney's magical double-bill for children and Luc Besson's imaginative treat for matured audience

ZIAUL KARIM

AHIR Rahman Film Soci-

ety has come up with two
retrospectives for the
cinephiles of the city. The films in
these two retrospectives will be
screened simultaneously at the
Goethe Institut Dhaka at Road No
9, Dhanmondi, between Decem-
ber4 and 13.

Each day three films will be
screened. The first two shows will
feature the second part of the Walt
Disney Retrospective. Two Disney
animated features will be shown:
one at 2:00 pm and another at 3:15
pm. Twelve Disney animation films
will be screened during these 6
days. The third show of the day
which will feature 6 films on 6 days
will start at 6:30 pm. This last show
of the day will feature 6 films by the
celebrated French filmmaker Luc
Besson. Admission to the Walt
Disney films is open to children of
all ages and is free of charge. So,
the children are invited to watch all
these films.

Walt Disney, the American
animator, producer and executive,
was born on December 5, 1901 in
Chicago. He died on December
15, 1966. Disney's name is a
household word all over the world.
Formerly a commercial artist, he
produced his first Mickey Mouse
cartoon in 1928, using his own
voice for Mickey. "Flowers and
Trees" (1933) was the first film in
full technicolor. Donald Duck first
appeared in 1936. The first full-
length animated (cartoon) feature
film ever "Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs" was released in
1937 and was an instant hit. The
Walt Disney Company was formed
in 1923 in partnership with his
elder brother Roy Disney. Since
then, hundreds of cartoons were
produced by the company. Though
people usually mistakes him to be
the director of the Disney cartoons,
he hardly directed them. The was
basically a producer or an execu-
tive producer of the films. In addi-
tion to that, he worked as a techni-
cal and directorial adviser and
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supervised all his productions till
his death in 1966. The name Walt
Disney is the most famous name in
film animation and children's
entertainment.

Walt Disney Films: "Robin
Hood" (1973) is an animated
version of the legendary Robin
Hood and his gang of outlaws.
Sherwood Forest becomes Nash-
ville, Tennessee. This is a delight-
ful rendering of the famous Robin
in hood, though Americanised.

"Pinocchio" (1940) is a time-
less classic from Walt Disney. A
puppet made by a lowly old man
gets the chance to become a real
boy.

"The Jungle Book" (1967) is the
last film that Walt Disney could
entirely supervise before his
death. Adapted from Rudyard
Kipling's "Mowgli" stories, this film
features Mowgli among the ani-
malsin the jungle.

"101 Dalmatians" (1961) con-
cerns a family of Dalmatians which
runs afoul of the deliciously evil
Cruellade Vil.

"The Lion King" (1994) is the
most successful Disney animation
ever. It focuses on a young cub
sent into exile when his father is
betrayed and killed by a power-
hungry sibling.

"Pocahontas" (1995) is a genu-
ine pleasure, with songs, superb
animation, and a story that will
entertain young and old alike. John
Smith, the British settler in the
native America, is captured by
Chief Powhatan, but his daughter
Pocahontas saves his life by
offering hers.

"Toy Story" (1995) is the first
wholly computer generated ani-
mation feature. Whenever
humans aren't around, the toys in
Andy's room spring to life. A birth-
day present of spaceman Buzz
Lightyear creates more than a few
problems for cowboy Woody, who,
up to that point, was the king of the
toy shelf.

"A Bug's Life" (1998) features
an industrious worker ant whose
inventive talents place his colony
in peril from a band of marauding
grasshoppers. Determined to
compensate for the trouble he has
caused, the little fellow undertakes
a dangerous journey to 'the city'
where he hopes to find some
resourceful 'warrior bugs' for a final
reckoning with the grasshoppers.

"Mulan" (1998) is a medieval
tale of an awkward young woman
who disguises herself as a man to
take her aged warrior father's
place in battle to save China.

Screening Schedule:

4th December: 2.00 pm| "Robin Hood" by Walt Disney,
3.15pm | "Pinocchio" by Walt Disney,
6.30 pm "Subway" by Luc Besson;
5th December: 2.00pm | "The Jungle Book" by Walt Disney,
3.15pm | "101 Dalmatians" by Walt Disney,
6.30pm | "The Big Blue" by Luc Besson;
10th December: 2.00pm | "The LionKing"by Walt Disney,
3.15pm | "Pocahontas" by Walt Disney,
6.30pm | "Nikita" by Luc Besson;
11th December: 2.00pm | "Toy Story" by Walt Disney,
3.15pm | "ABug's Life" by Walt Disney,
6.30pm | "The Professional" by Luc Besson;
12th December: 2.00pm | "Mulan"by Walt Disney,
3.15pm | "Hercules"by Walt Disney,
6.30pm | "The Fifth Element" by Luc Besson;
r3thDecember: 2.00pm Tarzan by WaltDisney;,
3.15pm | "Dinosaur"by Walt Disney,
6.30pm ["The Messenger: The Story of Joan
of Arc" by Luc Besson.

"Hercules" (1997) is very much
the hero of his finger-snapping
signature tune and a larger-than-
life archetype who demands
hyperbole and excess.

"Tarzan" (1999) is the animated
rendering of Edgar Rice

Burrough's timeless classic where
a human child grows up with a
family of gorillas in an adverse
African jungle situation. This is

superb animation and closer
storytelling.

"Dinosaur" (2000) is an excit-
ing, animated epic with equal
measures of character detail and
survival-at-all-costs thrills. This
visual experience is enchanting: a
mix of digitally enhanced, live-
action backgrounds on which the
computer-animated characters
frolic and fight.
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Luc Besson is the French
filmmaker, screenwriter, and
producer. He was born on March
18, 1959, in Paris. He immediately
established himself as animagina-
tive stylist with his first film "The
Final Combat" in 1984. Since then
he has made quite a good number
of successful films one after
another. His filmography includes
"Subway" (1985), "The Big Blue"
(1988), "La Femme Nikita" (1990),
"Atlantic" (1991), "Leon" ("The
Professional," 1994), "The Fifth
Element" (1997), "The Messen-
ger: The Story of Joan of Arc"
(1999).

Besson's popularity grew
worldwide with the US release of
his film "Nikita" in 1991. It was
highly successful and prompted a
Hollywood remake "Point of No
Return" starring Bridget Honda
and Gabriel Byrne.

Luc Besson Films: "Subway"
(1985) is the story of stunning
actress Isabella Odjani who plays
a young wife who becomes
involved with a streetwise rogue
played by Christopher Lambert.

"The Big Blue" (1988) centres
on the rivalry between free-divers
Jean-Marc Barr and Jean Reno, a
Luc Besson favourite -- they dive

deep without an 'aqualung' which
begins when they are little boys.

"La Femme Nikita" ("Nikita" ,
1990) is Luc Besson's stylishly
inventive, ultra-violent, high-
energy thriller about the recruit-
ment of a convicted drug addict
(Anne Parilland) to be a secret
service assassin.

"Leon" ("The Professional,"
1994) is a fusion of the character-
driven drama of French cinema
and the conventions of the Ameri-
can action film. This film is a true
oddity in which a simple-minded
Italian hit man becomes the only
friend of an absurd 12-year old girl.

"The Fifth Element" (1997)
concerns a 23" century cab driver
Bruce Willis who gets involved with
a gorgeous extraterrestrial who
holds the key to saving the uni-
verse. The two dodge nasty aliens,
befriend a befuddled priest and a
manic media talk-show host, all
while staying one step ahead of
the dangerously insane villain.

"The Messenger: The Story of
Joan of Arc" (1999) is centred
around a roaring blood-and-
thunder crack at the career of the
Maid of Orleans. Joan anguishes
over the horrors of war, yet she has
to be engaged in endless battle.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Bangladesh

Sudecp Sen - Tanvir - Kellew Lynch

Book launching

Publication party of the Postcards
from Bangladesh by Sudeep Sen,
Tanvir and Kelley Lynch-a full-colour
304-page large-format coffee table
book, published by University Press
Limited, will be held on December 5.
British High Commissioner in
Dhaka, Dr. David Carter, will launch
the book formally at an exclusive
partin city.

Eid exhibition

The Eid exhibition and the launching
of www.kaykraft.com of fashion
house Kay Kraft is being held at the
WVA auditorium (H-20, Rd-27). The
exhibition will continue everyday
from 12:00 - 9:00 p.m. till December
15.

Photography for
life

A charity exhibition titled
'Photography for life' for a little boy
Badhon who has Blood Cancer is
being held at the Indian Cultural
Centre (754 Satmasjid Road).
Organised by The Third Eye and
supported by The High Commission
of India the exhibition will continue
everyday from 11:00 a.m. 8:00 p.m.
till December7.

Nishkanda

'Nishkanda a photography
exhibition by Shamim Hassan is
being held at the exhibition hall of the
German Cultural Centre (Goethe
Institut). The exhibition will come to
anend today.

Abrar's creative

jewelry

Abrarur Rahman opens a week long
exhibition of his exclusive collection
of gold plated costume jewelry. The
ethnic designs in gold plated silver
are set with wooden, plastic and
semi-precious stones and beads.
This is the third exhibition of the
jewelry designer in the city and
showcases a truly exclusive
collection of collectible jewelry for
fashion conscious women. The
exhibition is being held in the WVA
auditorium at House no 20 of
Dhanmondi' road number 27 (old)

16 (new).
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