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Kenya's maiden

first-class win
AFP, Nairobi

Kenya beat Zimbabwe A by an
innings and 23 runs in their opening
three-day match which ended at the
Nairobi Gymkhana club on Sunday.

It was the first time Kenya has
registered a victory in a three-day
game in first class cricket since
attaining one-day international
statusin 1997.

Zimbabwe had scored 240 in
their first innings, and Kenya replied
with 411 all out, giving them a lead of
171.

The Zimbabwe challenge in their
second innings started crumbling on
the departure of left-hand batsman
Gavin Rennie whose 68 off 129
balls had given his side a solid
foundation to build upon.

Things went from better to worse
when Hamilton Masakadza, Dirk
Vilieon, Guy Whittal and Barney
Rogers only made 13 runs between
them before returning to the pavilion
and the tourists were eventually
bowled out for 148.

All-rounder Maurice  Odumbe
impressed with both the bat and
ball. The Kenyan captain took 5-17,
arecord bettered only by Zimbabwe
paceman Brighton Watambwa, who
captured a total of six wickets in the
three-day encounter.

The Kenya innings featured a
century from Steve Tikolo, 86 by
Odumbe and Hitesh Modi's 42.

The two teams take a day's
break on Monday before resuming
play on Tuesday in another three-
daygame.

Ashraful
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Pakistan, we can not send them to
New Zealand."

Saad also felt that the presence
of Ashraful and Kowshik would have
no bearing on the result against
Pakistan.

"Hasan Raza led Pakistan in the
last under-19 World Cup after
playing for the senior team,” he
argued.

Chief selector Mainul Haq how-
ever declined to make any com-
ment. "l can not tell you anything at
the moment because nothing has
been finalised yet."

But another school of thought
believes that once a player is picked
for the national team he should
remain atthe same level.

A step backwards not only
affects a player mentally, but upsets
the team spirit.

"I don't like the idea of seeing
players going back. If they have
represented the country at the
highest level, they should remain
there," said Biswadip Das, a former
cricketer.

Besides, the move to include
Ashraful and Kowshik for the New
Zealand carnival would mean that
two other young players would be
denied a chance to play instead.

"Ashraful rose to prominence
after being given a chance to play in
the last World Youth Cup in Sri
Lanka. Who knows another Ashraful
might emerge from New Zealand",
commented Mir A Zaman, a keen
follower of the game from Mirpur.

Bangladesh have been pencilled
in Group A for the first round of the
16-team meet along with India,
South Africa and Canada.

Group B will feature Sri Lanka,
New Zealand, Zimbabwe and
Namibia while Group C includes
Pakistan, England, Papua New
Guinea and the qualifiers from Asia.

Australia will lead the other group
that includes West Indies, Scotland
and Kenya.

Bangladesh will take on South
Africa in their group opener at the
Colin Maiden Park on November 20.

Their next match is against
Canada at the same venue on
November 22. Bangladesh's final
group match against India takes
place at the North Harbour Stadium
on November 24.

Top two teams from each group
will qualify for the Super League.

Thefinalis billed for February 9.

I%ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Monhali

England have to find a way to tackle
Indian off-spinner Harbhajan Singh
if they are to stay alive in the series,
batsman Marcus Trescothick has
said.

Singh grabbed five English
wickets for six runs in his final spell
as the visitors folded up for 238 in
their first innings after coasting at
224 for four at one stage.

"We need to find a way to tackle
Harbhajan," Trescothick told report-
ers after the first day's play in the
first Test.

"He (Singh) has got us in the
position he wanted us in after the
first day of the series. The most
difficult part is that he takes the ball
away from the right-hander with the
same action with which he gets it
into him."

But Trescothick was confident
England would figure out a way to
play Singh, nicknamed "Turbanator'
after he grabbed 32 wickets in the
home series against Australia
earlier this year.

Singh, 21, also became the fifth
Indian bowler to grab 50 or more
wickets in a calendar year when he
grabbed his third wicket, trapping

James Foster |Ibw for a duck on
debut.

"We managed to play great
spinners like Saqglain Mushtaq and
Muttiah Muralitharan over the last
season, and we're sure we'll learn to
play Harbhajan better," he said.

England had beaten Pakistan
and Sri Lanka at home, where
conditions are similar to those in
India.

Trescothick, who slammed 66
and shared in a 125-run stand for
the second wicket with captain
Nasser Hussain (85), said he was
disappointed by the way England
losttheir early advantage.

"There is pressure on the top-
seven to play well because the rest
of the team is inexperienced, and
we have to find a way to make sure
this doesn't happen again," he said.

The left-handed Trescothick was
aggressive in the morning session,
pelting India's opening bowlers on
all side of the wicket after making a
hesitant start.

"There is something in the wicket
in the morning for the seamers and
we'll have to make sure we use the
conditions well when we take the
field tomorrow," he said.

Trescothick praised debutant
paceman Tinu Yohannan, who
grabbed a wicket in his first over
dismissing opener Mark Butcher off
the day's fourth ball.

m Football

AFP, Paris

Paris Saint Germain whipped
Troyes 4-0in the continued absence
of Nicolas Anelka on Sunday to
reach the last 16 of the French
League Cup while Marseille needed
penalties to beat Montpellier.

PSG were rampant as they
advanced thanks to goals from
Ogbeche and Bernard Mendy in the
first half and then a Jay Jay Okocha
penalty and late effort from Frederic
Dehu.

The win was a boost for PSG,
who lost at Troyes in the league
recently.

Keeper Vedran Runje was the
star man for Marseille as he kept out
two spotkicks to see the former
European champions through 4-2
after 120 minutes had failed to
produce a goal.

Djamel Belmadi hit the winning
spotkick.

Holders Lyon squeaked through
Saturday after a 4-3 win on penal-
ties athome to Sochaux.

The 90 minutes left the sides
locked at 1-1 and Lyon eventually
triumphed after keeper Gregory
Coupet saved two Sochaux

French League Cup

PSG storm into last 16

spotkicks.

Benoit Pedretti had put Sochaux
ahead on the hour but Patrick Muller
equalised to force the penalty
showdown.

Monaco managed an impressive
4-1 win over league leaders Lens,
whose thoughts were clearly else-
where as they chase a second
league title in five seasons.

Shabani Monda, Monaco's
Burundian international forward,
began the rout with the first goal
after 10 minutes and later added an
85th-minute penalty.

In between German forward
Bierhoff and Jugoslav Vladimir
Jugovic netted.

Lens had the temerity to take the
lead after just four minutes through
Antoine Sibierski but Didier
Deschamps' hosts roared back.

Elsewhere reigning league
champions Nantes also made it
through with an extra-time 3-2 win
over Sedan, Romanian Viorel
Moldovan hitting the winner.

Second division Nancy turned in
the performance of the night with a
2-0 win at high-riding Lille, who had
not lost a domestic match at home
all season.

In a battle of first division strug-
glers Lorient ousted Metz 5-4 and
Dijibril Cisse was twice on target as
Auxerre won 3-0 at second division
Laval.
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PHOTO: AFP
BACK ON SONG: India's Harbhajan Singh (C), who had a dismal South African tour recently, is back to form. The off-
spinner took five England first innings wickets on Monday and here seen celebrating the dismissal of James
Ormond at Mohali.

Tackling 'Turbanator’

"Yohannan was the most difficult
bowler in the Indian side, but | was
secure againsttherest."

Yohannan -- one of three pace-
man to make their debut for India in
the match along with Igbal Siddiqui
and Sanjay Bangar -- dismissed
Trescothick, uprooting his off-stump
with a ball that nipped in sharply
when the batsman did not offer a
shot.

"| started out a bit nervous but to
get a wicket in my first over was a
dream come true," Yohannan said.

He is the eighth Indian to get a
wicket in his first over on debut.

Shaun sings
Hansie song

AFP, Perth

Disgraced former South African
cricket captain Hansie Cronje could
play a future role in the game
despite being banned from the sport
for life for corrupt activities, new
South African skipper Shaun
Polllock said here Sunday.

"l think the Hansie situation is
that a man who has played that
much cricket has something to
offer," Pollock said at his first media
conference after the Proteas arrived
here to play Australia in a three-Test
series.

"From our perspective, we think
Hansie has a lot to offer, and maybe
at some stage in years to come he
could use that experience, whether
it be at a kids' level or a provincial
level.

"To waste all that experience he
has would be a waste, and maybe
they (various levels in the game)
canuseitin some aspect."

Pollock said he still spoke to
Cronje "once in awhile".

He said: "It might be a phone call
every once in a while to tell me his
thoughts. As a young captain, |
appreciate his input, especially from
a guy who has been there and done
it."

Cronje was banned from involve-
ment in the game for life last year
after admitting accepting payments
toinfluence the outcome of games.

The South Africans were plan-
ning an immediate training session
in Perth later Sunday and will have
further sessions on Monday and
Tuesday before opening the tour
with a one-day clash against an
Australian Cricket Board
Chairman's X1 at Lilac Hill Park,
near here, Wednesday.

The tourists' opening first-class
engagement will be a four-day
match against Western Australia at
the WACA Ground here next Friday
(Dec7).

Lee in for
trouble

AFP, Perth

Fiery Australian fast bowler Brett
Lee appeared before a disciplinary
hearing here Monday night to face
two charges relating to his on-field
behaviour during the fourth day of
the third cricket Test against New
Zealand.

An Australian Cricket Board
spokesman said Lee had been
charged under two clauses in the
players' code of conduct covering
the bringing of the game into disre-
pute and the use of abusive lan-
guage or making offensive gestures.

Lee, who took four wickets in the
New Zealand second innings,
appeared before match referee
Jackie Hendriks, of South Africa.

Umpires Darrell Hair and lan
Robinson and Australian captain
Steve Waugh were also present.

The spokesman said Hendriks
would view videotape of the day's
play at the WACA Ground and
release a verdict Tuesday.

The match umpire is empowered
toimpose a fine or suspension.

A suspension would be a serious
blow to Australia's hopes in the three
Test series against South Africa for
the ‘'unofficial' World Test
Championship, starting in Adelaide
on Friday week.

Gough stays
at Yorkshire

AFP, London

England fast bowler Darren Gough
has agreed to see out his contract
with Yorkshire next season, the
county cricket club confirmed
Sunday.

The announcement ends specu-
lation that the 31-year-old Gough
was ready to quit Headingley.

Gough had said he is thinking
about leaving the county because of
what he claimed was an internal
whispering campaign designed to
force him to quit Headingley.

Many Yorkshire members are
unhappy that Gough, who has an
England central contract, played
just two championship matches in
the title winning campaign, even
though the county had granted him
atax free benefitlast season.

Gough's decision to move house
to Buckinghamshire, southern
England, angered many Yorkshire
traditionalists who wondered why a
base in the northern county was no
longer good enough.

But the club said in a statement
Sunday: "Darren Gough has today
confirmed that he will continue his
career with Yorkshire.

"His existing contract has a year
to run, and the club have indicated
their willingness to extend the
contract when the existing term
expires."

The statement continued: "It has
been a difficult time for him person-
ally with a heavy international
programme, his benefit activities
and persistent press comment as to
his future with the club.

"The county has acknowledged
Darren's significant contribution to
Yorkshire cricket over many years
both on and off the field and which
has included raising the profile and
standards of cricket throughout
Yorkshire and elsewhere."

Koeman made
Ajax manager

AFP, Amsterdam

Former international defender
Ronald Koeman was named on
Monday as the new coach of Dutch
side Ajax replacing the sacked Co
Adriaanse.

Koeman, who was in charge of
another Dutch first division side,
Vitesse Arnhem, will have another
former Dutch international defender
Ruud Krol as his chief assistant.

Harbhajan hits England
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second slip.

The 22-year-old Yohannan, the
first Test player from the southern
state of Kerala, is the son of former
Asian Games long-jump gold med-
alist TC Yohannan.

The other two newcomers, Igbal
Siddiqui and Sanjay Bangar, how-
ever, failed to contain the runs once
the early morning moisture in the
wicket evaporated.

India hit back after lunch by
removing Trescothick, Graham
Thorpe and Hussain in quick time.

Trescothick was bowled by
Yohannan offering no stroke.

Left-handed Thorpe made 23
when he fell to Siddiqui, hanging his
bat out to an out-swinger to give
Laxman his second catch at second
slip.

The crucial blow came shortly
before tea when Hussain was
snapped up at silly point by Laxman
off Kumble for 85.

The England captain looked in
supreme touch with 13 boundaries
and a six, before Kumble denied him
a 10th Test century.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the open-
ing day of the first cricket Test
between England and India at the
Mohali Stadium on Monday:
ENGLAND: Firstinnings
ButchercLaxmanb Yohannan 4

Trescothick b Yohannan 66
Hussain cLaxmanbKumble 85
Thorpe cLaxmanb Siddiqui 23

Ramprakash c Das b Harbhajan17

Flintoff c Kumble b Harbhajan 18
White ¢ Dravid b Kumble 5
Foster Ibw b Harbhajan 0
Ormond not out 3

Dawson c Laxman b Harbhajan 5
Hoggard c sub (Connor)bH'jan 0
Extras: (Ib-7, nb-5) 12
Total: (Alloutin76.3 overs) 238
Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-129, 3-172, 4-
200, 5-224, 6-227, 7-229, 8-229, 9-

238

Bowler O M R W
Yohannan 18 3 75 2
Siddiqui 11 2 32 1
Bangar 5 2 17 0
Kumble 19 6 52 2
Tendulkar 4 3 4 0
Harbhajan 193 4 51 5
INDIA: Firstinnings

Das b Butcher 2
Dasgupta not out 19
Kumble not out 1

Extras: (Ib-2) 2
Total: (For 1wktin 11 overs) 24

Fall of wicket: 1-23
To bat: V Laxman, S Tendulkar, S

Ganguly, S Bangar, R Dravid,
Harbhajan Singh, | Siddiqui, T
Yohannan

Bowler O M R W
Hoggard 6 3 10 O
Ormond 3 0 9 0
Butcher 2 0 3 1
Umpires: Srinivas

Venkataraghvan (India) and
Steve Bucknor (West Indies).

Anand, Adams advance

';1’ Chess

AP, Moscow

The top two seeds at the FIDE
World Chess Championship,
defending champion Viswanathan
Anand of India and Michael Adams
of England, won their playoffs
Sunday to advance into the fourth
round.

In the first rapid playoff game,
Anand's opponent, Vladislav
Tkachiev of France, appeared to
have a small advantage with the
white pieces. But after long maneu-
vering, Anand won. Anand then
drew the second rapid game to
advance.

Adams won both of his games
against Russia's Vadim Zvjaginsev.

In other playoffs, Evgeny Bareev
of Russia defeated his countryman
Konstantin Sakaev, Joel Lautier of
France beat former FIDE champion
Alexander Khalifman of Russia, and
Zurab Azmaiparashvili of Georgia
eliminated Rustam Kazimdzanov of
Uzbekistan.

Two other matches, between
Spain's Alexei Shirov and
Alexander Motylev of Russia had
between Jaan Ehlvest of Estonia
and llia Smirin of Israel, were tied.
These players must play two more

games with ten minutes allowed per
player.

If that fails to produce a winner,
they must play a single game where
white has six minutes to black's five,
but black only needs a draw to
advance.

Earlier Sunday, third seed
Alexander Morozevich of Russia
eliminated Belgium's Mikhail
Gurevich. Fourth seed Vassily
Ivanchuk of the Ukraine advanced
with a win over Emil Sutovsky of
Israeli. And Ye Jiangchuan of China
eliminated Dutchman Loek van
Wely.

The tournament is organised as
a series of two-game elimination
matches, with rapid and blitz play-
offs in the case of ties. The finals will
be held here in January.

Sixty-four top women players
are also competing under the same
format for the women's world cham-
pionship. The world's strongest
woman player, Judit Polgar of
Hungary, played in the men's cham-
pionship and was eliminated in the
second round.

The first and third seeds in the
women's tournament, Alisa
Galliamova and Ekaterina
Kovalevskaya, both of Russia, were
eliminated by Alexandra Kosteniuk
of Russia and Nino Khurtidze of
Georgia, respectively. Second seed
and former women's world cham-

pion Maya Chiburdanidze of
Georgia beat Lithuania's Dagne
Ciuksyte.

After winning to force a playoff
earlier, the only American player left
in either tournament, Camilla
Baginskaite, was eliminated by Xu
Yuhua of China.

The fourth
Monday.

Meanwhile, a few blocks away,
Braingames world champion
Vladimir Kramnik and former world
champion Garry Kasparov, both
bitter rivals of FIDE, were engaged
in the second game of their exhibi-
tion match. Their first game was
drawn in only 17 moves. They will
play 20 games at various time
controls for a purse of dirs 500,000.

Chess has had two world cham-
pions since 1993, when then-world
champion Kasparov broke away
from FIDE and formed the
Professional Chess Association. He
defended his title under the PCA's
auspices against Britain's Nigel
Short in 1993 and against Anand in
1995. The PCAdisbanded in 1998.

In 2000, Kasparov lost a match
to Kramnik, sponsored by Brain
games.net, an Internet startup
company. Kramnik is scheduled to
defend his title next October.

Kasparov, Kramnik, and Anand
are ranked first, second, and third in
the world respectively.

round begins

PHOTO: AFP
South Africa fast bowler Allan Donald watches the Test between Australia
and New Zealand at the WACA Ground in Perth on Monday.

Still Rudolph
adores Cronje

REUTERS, Perth

Uncapped South Africa batsman
Jacques Rudolph said disgraced
former captain Hansie Cronje was
still his hero, despite his life ban for
match-fixing.

"| still see him as a role model for
myself," the 20-year-old told report-
ers atateam training session.

"l think his experience over the
last couple of years has been bril-
liant, despite of what he's done.

"l thought he was a very good
cricketer and a good leader for
South Africa.

"There's no need linger over
what has happened. | think it's
something of the past.

"If we can just focus on the job at
hand at this moment, | think that's
thewaytogo."

Asked if Cronje should be
allowed back into the fold of South
African cricket, Rudolph added: "I
don't know. | don't think it's in my
handsto say."

South Africa arrived in Perth on
Sunday for a three-Test series
against world number one team
Australia.

Rudolph, a left-handed batsman
from Northerns Titans who bowls
right-arm leg-spin, has not played a
Test but scored 21 runs in the con-
troversial unofficial Test against
India at Centurion Park last week
which South Africa won by an
innings and 73 runs.

Fascinating final day
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He joined Rodney Redmond, who
made 107 and 56 against Pakistan
inAuckland inthe 1972-73 series.

However, his dreams of becom-
ing only the only the second player
in Test history to make two centuries
on debut were halted when he
edged a delivery from fiery pace-
man Brett Lee to Mark Waugh in the
slips.

The only man to accompany that
feat was West Indian Lawrence
Rowe, who made 214 and 100 not
out against New Zealand in
Kingston, Jamaica, in 1971-72.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the fourth
day of the third and deciding cricket
Test between Australia and New
Zealand at the WACA Ground on
Monday:

NEW ZEALAND: First innings
534 for nine declared (N Astle 156
not out, A Parore 110, S Fleming
105, L Vincent 104; B Lee 4-125, J
Gillespie 3-112)

AUSTRALIA: First innings 351 (S
Warne 99, J Langer 75, D Martyn
60, M Waugh 42, R Ponting 31; D

Vettori 6-87, C Cairns 2-86)
NEW ZEALAND: Second innings

Richardson run out 30
Vincentc M Waughb Lee 54
Sinclair c Gilchristb McGrath 29
CairnscWarneb Lee 42

Fleming b Warne 4

Astle cLanger b Gillespie 40
McMillan c Warne b Gillespie 19
Parore not out 16
Vettoric S Waughb Lee 3
BondbLee 8
Extras: (nb-4, Ib-6, b-1) 11

Total: (For 9 wkts dec in 71 overs)
256

Fall of wickets: 1-77, 2-90, 3-
128, 4-151, 5-199, 6-208, 7-241, 8-

246, 9-256

Did not bat: C Martin

Bowler O M RW
McGrath 17 4 63 1
Gillespie 177 0 55 2
Lee 16 3 56 4
Warne 21 3 75 1
AUSTRALIA: Second innings
Langer c Vettori b Bond 0
Hayden not out 31
Ponting b Cairns 26
M Waugh not out 8
Extras: (w-2, nb-2) 4

Total: (For2wktsin 17 overs) 69
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-52

To bat: S Waugh, D Martyn, A

Gilchrist, S Warne, B Lee, J

Gillespie, G McGrath

Bowler O M RW
Bond 7 1 27 1
Martin 4 0 14 0
Vettori 4 0 17 0
Cairns 2 0 11 1

Villa's woes
mount

AFP, London

Aston Villa manager John Gregory
has another injury to worry about
with Turkish central defender Alpay
Ozalan damaging ankle ligaments in
the league defeat to Leicester on
Saturday.

Alpay joins other regular first-
teamers Mustapha Hadji (knee) and
Hassan Kachloul (concussion) on
the sidelines, the Press Association
reported.
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