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ompassion for winged guests

Bangladesh Bird Club and 'Save the Birds Task Force' arranged a groundbreaking event of Bird Fair at the Jahangirnagar
University campus on November 30 coordlnated by b|rd photographer Enam Ul Haque

Aziz AMIRUL

OLDEN rays of the sun

spread out its fabulous
charm as crowds started
pouring in from all walks of life at the
campus of Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity in Savar to explore a daylong
event of bird fair on November 30.
The exclusive observance was
organised jointly by Bangladesh
Bird Club, 'Save the Birds' Task
Force and the Zoological Depart-
ment of Jahangirnagar University.
Teachers and students of the Dhaka
University Zoological Department
were also some of the other active
organisers including the members
of Bangladesh Astronomical Associ-
ation.

Enam Ul Haque, a bird specialist
and photographer, coordinated the
Bird Fair 2001 on behalf of the club
and the recently formed task force.

The ceremony of the fair kicked
off through an interesting event of
'‘Bird Race', a bird watching contest
open to groups of participants, each
team consisting of five members
and a judge. Curiosity overwhelmed
the visitors, as most of them
became amateur bird watchers for
the first time in life with the aid of half
a dozen telescopes those were
installed all across the lush green
bushy premises of the academic
campus. The two hour long contest
ended at 10 am with the winner and
the runner-up team belonging to the
host university.

It was a memorable event at the
bird fair for the child painters of the
Chittagonian art school of Fulki
when a painting competition 'Inno-
cent birds' provided them a fine
opportunity to pick up brush and
colour to express their highly imagi-
native thoughts and depiction on
wild birds and nature ! Some fifty
juvenile artists executed their bud-
ding talent and many of them simply
etched out bird figures that could
only be present in a fantasy world of
the young creative mind ! 'The
picture that I have drawn here is that
of a bird named jhunjhun pakhi that
flies high above our head in the blue
sky', mentioned Tumpa, a Grade 2
student!

The last of the three contests

Hundreds of bird lovers thronged the lakeside of the Jahangirnagar University campus to watch birds at the daylong Bird Fair

presented an event of general
knowledge quiz on bird that was too
taken part by a large number of
young participants.

Later on prizes were distributed
among participants of all the three

events by A.B.M. Salahuddin, a
member of Bangladesh Bird Club
and a Deputy Director of Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy.

An open-air photography exhibi-
tion by Enam Ul Haque and a paint-

Children are busy painting their favourite birds at a competition organised in

connection with the Bird Fair

ing display by Kalidas Karmakar at
the same venue enhanced the
importance of the daylong affair.
The photo exhibition 'Poyomonto
pakhi' (Bird of good omen) revealed
the message of Enam that birds are
a strong indicator of the quality of
natural environment. When one has
found a large number of birds over-
head it would then simply be a sign
of good omen, hence, a proof
revealing the superior quality of the
aerial environment around. Colour
photographs of various shore and
jungle specimens repeatedly drew
crowds throughout the day.

Kalidas Karmakar, through his
magical artistic capacity of brush
and paints, enthralled all as he
hanged ten of his more realistic
pieces of birds, a subject he never
thought about in his earlier days.
Entitled 'Jey Pakhi Ferey Nai' (The
bird that never returned), the exhibi-
tion was ornated with huge figures
of colourful bird in mixed media that
brought out the matchless aptitude
of Kalidas, a world-renowned paint-
ing prodigy of Bangladesh.

Professor Jashimuddin Ahmad,
Vice-Chancellor of Jahangirnagar
University spoke on the occasion as
the Chief Guest 'l would like to thank

the organisers of this special affair
to make the event a greatly suc-
cessful one and would further
declare our intention of transforming
this campus of the university into a
safe sanctuary for guest and resi-
dent birds of Bangladesh. | hope
thatday is quite near".

Kazi Zaker Hossain, Special
Guest of the fair stressed on the
importance of planting local species
of trees, thus to help maintain a
perfect habitat for birds of this
region.

Enam Ul Haque thanked all who
came to the event on the outskirt of
Savar, most of them right from the
heart of the capital. The internation-
ally reputed Antarctic voyager of
Bangladesh highlighted on various
aspects of holding this special fair of
birds in the campus, a first in Ban-
gladesh. He lauded the role of the
participants, volunteers and the
visitors for whom this seemed to be
a matchless opportunity of knowing
the feathered friends of Bangla-
desh, some resident while the rest
being migratory species.

Lesser Whistling Teal, Gargany,
Common Pintail are some of the
more frequent entrants at the lakes
of Jahangirnagar University cam-
pus during winter as mentioned by
the famed ornithologist. Stork-billed
kingfisher, Brown fishing owl (only a
single pair), Common and Wood
Sandpiper, Moorhen and Darter or
Snakebirds further elongated the list
of birds found inside the university
area during different seasons of the
year.

The lakes of Jahangirnagar
campus has had a rich reputation of
providing shelter to around twenty
species of ducks and water birds
during the cooler months of October
till March / April when the total
population of guest birds could rise
up to four thousand or more

One of the other notable happen-
ing of the day was the release of a
flock of captured local birds. Thirty
specimens of Munia and a pair of
Rose ringed Parakeet stretched
wings in the open blues amidst
cheerful clapping of the huge crowd.

The Asian Wetland Bird Census
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Jahangirnagar University campus
2001-2002 was too, inaugurated
from the same venue at the end of
the bird fair at4 pm.

Aims and motives of the local
bird conservationists seemed to find
a new lease of hope with the suc-

A bird-lover adjusts the focus of a telescope at the Bird Fair held at the

cessful completion of the daylong
bird fair, an event quite pioneering in
focusing environmental issues in
our country.

Taste of freedom: A child releases a caged Munia bird at the Bird Fair
PHOTOS: COURTESY OF SHAHADAT PARVEZ OF PRATHAM ALO
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Eid exhibition

The Eid exhibition and the
launching of www.kaykraft.com of
fashion house Kay Kraft is being
held at the WVA auditorium (H-20,
Rd-27). The exhibition will continue
everyday from 12:00 - 9:00 p.m. till
December 15.

Photography for
life

A charity exhibition titled
'Photography for life' for a little boy
Badhon who has Blood Cancer is
being held at the Indian Cultural
Centre (754 Satmasjid Road).
Organised by The Third Eye and
supported by The High
Commission of India the exhibition
will continue everyday from 11:00
a.m. 8:00 p.m. till December7.

Nishkanda

‘Nishkanda a photography
exhibition by Shamim Hassan is
being held at the exhibition hall of
the German Cultural Centre
(Goethe Institut). The exhibition will
continue till December 4.

Abrar's creative

jewelry

Abrarur Rahman opens a week
long exhibition of his exclusive
collection of gold plated costume
jewelry. The ethnic designs in gold
plated silver are set with wooden,
plastic and semi-precious stones
and beads. This is the third
exhibition of the jewelry designer in
the city and showcases a truly
exclusive collection of collectible
jewelry for fashion conscious
women. The exhibition is being held
in the WVA auditorium at House no
20 of Dhanmondi' road number 27
(old) 16 (new).

Altamira's Eid
Collection

An exclusive collection of silk,
tissue, chiffon and cotton saree and
salwar kameezes by Altamira has
begun at its own gallery at
Dhanmondi's Road number 2.. The
exhibition of hand painted,
embroidered and block printed
women's clothes, T-shirts and
punjabis will continue till the day
before Eid.

Henry's Heritage
Shahrukh Shahid's exclusive
collection of ready to wears for the
Eid-ul-Fitre is ongoing at his show
room at Dhanmondi's Road number
27. The highlight of the collections
is the matching shawls for men with
the punjabi collection.
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