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Snapshots from life

Steets and Mukherjee speak about their work at Pathshala

FAyza HAaQ
HRISTOPH Mukherjee,
speaking about the work-
shop arranged at
Pathshala by Goethe Institut and
Drik says," This is basically about
German contemporary photogra-
phy which uses a special lan-
guage. This is frequently used
form of photography at presentin
Germany, UK and the rest of
Europe for the past four years. We
are trying to introduce that style to
the people here so that they have
an additional approach to certain
topics concerning journalistic
documentary photography.”
Talking about how this is differ-
ent from other types of photogra-
phy, Mukherjee adds, "There are
two different areas, one being the
classical form of doing a report-
age and the other is the modern
contemporary approach by using
certain photographic techniques
that try to bring in conceptual
aspects that try to show not only
subjects but also their back-
ground at different levels which
are not necessarily visible. You
begin as a narrator of the story
and then get more involved in the
situation by making comments
and observations e.g. the photog-
rapher steps back and makes his
own frame, using the situation for
his own purpose to show what he
wants to be seen and not neces-

sarily what the situation is pre-
senting. He takes something
which is before him and makes
something of his own. He uses the
information that he gets and
emphasizes some photography
language to tell his own story
about what is happening and not
the routine press journalistic work
that gives a quick look at what is
goingon."

David Steets adds," This
means that he will have to spend
more time over his work than if he
were doing it for quick journalistic
purposes. There is more back-
ground knowledge and more
research involved in this. This
should be more than what is
outwardly visible when you step
into a situation. If you want to
show underlying streams that go
beyond what is visible at first you
have to know what you are look-
ing for."

Asked why it was necessary to
hold the workshop, Steets says,"
A good education in photography
is based on practical experience
and the more different input that
you get as a young photographer
in your education the better it is.
That is why more workshops with
varied people from different coun-
tries which have a different look at
things the more you can take out
for yourself to develop your visual
language."

Mukherjee has held a work-

shop before in Bangladesh,
accompanying Thomas Luttge
about two years ago. Steets has
done workshops too earlier,
teaching journalistic photography
as well as when he was in Austra-
lia for a year when he taught for
two months, giving talks at differ-
entuniversities such as in Darwin.
Mukherjee had connections with
being in Bangladesh before. The
project "Earthquake India" which
they did together in March at
Munich was seen by Dr Markus
Litz of the Goethe Institut , who
invited them to come to Bangla-
desh. Steets being in India earlier
this year, was motivated to come
here and finding a project he got
the incentive that he needed to
see Bangladesh and also to do
some work here after the work-
shop is over. They will spend most
of their time in Dhaka but also
hope to go to the countryside. In
their own work, which will com-
prise of still photography and on
which they will spend two weeks,
they hope to focus on the changes
in Dhaka city.

Talking about the participants
of the workshop, Steets says,
"This workshop is organized by
'Pathshala’ and the Goethe
Institut so the people we are
teaching are 12 photography
students, half of them having two
years' experience in photography,
while the other half have begun in

Window
July so that they have limited
experience although they have
basic training in photography. The
other participants are some free
lance photographers. The stu-
dents include two women. We
found them attentive , responsive
and asking good questions. They
have to find their own topic within
the theme of the changes in
Dhaka in 8 days. They are work-
ing overnight to get a conceptual
approach their topic. Their ideas
comprised of subjects concerning
population and growth, environ-
mental issues, construction work
and specific subjects such as the
rise of the supermarkets. For
example, there are two people
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working as a team concentrating
on certain essential crossroads,
where markets and streets come
together in Dhaka, trying to docu-
ment them over the course of a
day. This is to show the people
and traffic on the streets."

Elaborating on the type of
photographs they were here to
help make Mukherjee says, " The
workshop is part of our work. The
approach is journalistic and docu-
mentary. You have a neutral
approach to these pictures and
don't get involved yourself so that
there is empathy between you
and the camera.

Asked to give the difference
between classical journalistic
photography and the modern
documentation approach is that
classical journalistic photography
tends to concentrate on an event,
based on a philosophy defined by
'the decisive moment' based on
Henri Cartier-Bresson, while
modern documentation concen-
trates on the specific and special
within the normality of everyday
life.rather than a special event."

Talking about their background
and experiences, Steets says,
"We both studied together in a
special photography academy in
Munich, Germany. | myself was
interested in photography since |
was 12 years old when | started
taking pictures with a good friend

Laughing exercises

tion that it was the best form of
expression for me. As for
Mukerjee, he was influenced by
older phtogrphers as a teenager
and he went into photography
even though at first his family did
not take to this kindly. This was for
three years and we finished this
four and half years ago. Ever
since then we have been free
lancing for German magazines
doing journalistic and portraiture
works. We have been working for
companies as well. We also do
projects on our own for exhibitions
e.g. 'Earthquake India' in January
this year which was a fund raising
drive to raise funds for the earth-

quake victims which we tried to do
with our own means. We essen-
tially went into the earthquake
area and photographed this
project and exhibited these pic-
tures in Germany later in Munich,
Piassau and Meuhaus near the
Alpine mountains.

" Photography has developed
in a major way in the last 15 years
in Europe and USA. As it is not
easy for a young painter to sell his
works so a young photographer
finds it difficult to sell his works
although the prices may be low.
As photographs can be produced
easily so the prices are much
lower forthem.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Nishkanda

'Nishkanda is a mythical folk deity.
He is being worshiped to drive away
evil spirits, long for offspring and get
rid of fear and diseases.' A
photography exhibition by Shamim
Hassan is being held at the
exhibition hall of the German
Cultural Centre (Goethe Institut).
The exhibition will continue fill
December4.

Pictures, that

narrate stories
Conducted by Christoph Mukherjee
and David Steets in colaboration
with Drik Gallery and Pathshala, a
photography workshop titled
'Pictures, that narrate stories' will
start today at the German Cultural
Centre (Goethe Institut). The
workshop will continue till
December2.

Art show

A group art exhibition by Zahid ,
Shamim, Kakoli and Safin has
opened at The High Commission of
India cultural centre, 754,
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi. The
show runs everyday from 3:00 to
8:00 p.m. till November 29.

Crafts and fash-

ion works show

A Crafts and Fashion Works
Exhibition is now being held at the
Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts,
Shahbagh, Dhaka. The show will
run till November 30.

Bird Fair 2001

Organised by photographer Enam
Ul Haque, Bangladesh Bird Club
and Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon
a daylong fair titled 'Pakhimela
2001" will be held today at the
Jahangirnagar University Campus.
Professor Jashim Uddin Ahmed,
Vice Chancellor, Jahangirnagar
University will inaugurate the fair as
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